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JESSICA HARADEN
Junior (Two Letters)        Thousand Oaks, California (Oaks Christian)

OUTLOOK (2018-19)
 Jessica Haraden (pronounced huh-RAY-den) enters her 
third season at Nebraska hunting for a more permanent spot 
in the Husker lineup. As a sophomore, Haraden competed in 
18 rounds for the Huskers and posted a 78.06 stroke average.
 “Jess is one of those players that just kind of does her own 
thing and no single part of her game really stands out. She is 
just solid at everything,” Nebraska Coach Robin Krapfl said. 
“She has steadily gotten better and will be right in the hunt 
to help this team accomplish our goals.”

SOPHOMORE (2017-18)
 Haraden helped the Huskers with a trio of lineup 
appearances in her second season at Nebraska, while also 
competing in three tournaments as an individual.
 The sophomore from Thousand Oaks, Calif., made 
consistent progress in her first season with the Huskers and 
enjoyed a strong summer of 2017. She opened the season 
by earning her first career lineup spot at the UNO Invitational 
at ArborLinks in Nebraska City, Sept. 1-2. She produced a 
career-best tie for 19th with a 232 (77-76-79) for her first career 
top-25 finish. She played as an individual outside the lineup 
at Nebraska’s Chip-N Club Invitational, Oct. 1-3. Haraden 
managed a three-round total of 238 (86-75-81) to tie for 35th 
alongside Husker teammates Emily Gillman and Noor Ahmed 
at Nebraska’s lone home tournament of the year at Wilderness 
Ridge.
 Haraden opened the spring as Nebraska’s top finisher at the 
Lady Puerto Rico Classic, Feb. 11-13. Haraden fired a career-
best three-round total of 230, while tying her career best with 
a 73 (par-71) in the opening round. She added rounds of 79 
and 78 to tie for 26th overall. She added a 233 (79-74-80) to 
tie for 81st at the Westbrook Spring Invitational, Feb. 25-26. 
 She competed as an individual at the Clover Cup in Mesa, 
Ariz., March 16-18, tying for 57th at 235 (76-80-79), before 
making her third lineup appearance of the year at the Mountain 
View Invitational in Tucson, Ariz., March 23-25. She finished 
71st at Mountain View with a 54-hole total of 237 (78-81-78). 
Haraden’s 78.06 stroke average over 18 rounds ranked fifth 
among the Huskers on the season.

HONORS & AWARDS
 One Career Top-25 Finish (UNO Invitational, 2017-18)
 Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll (Spring 2017)
 Tom Osborne Citizenship Team (2017, 2018)
 CIF Individual Finalist (2014)
 First-Team All-Ventura County (Star, 2015)

HARADEN’S CAREER BESTS
Best Finish ........................... T19th (UNO Invitational, 2017)
Best Event (Strokes) ............... 230 (Lady Puerto Rico, 2018)
Low Round ................................73 (Chip-N Club, 3rd, 2016)
.............................................73 (Lady Puerto Rico, 1st, 2018) 
Low First Round .................73 (Lady Puerto Rico, 1st, 2018)
Low Second Round ............................ 74 (Westbrook, 2017)
............................................................. 74 (Westbrook, 2018)
Low Third Round ............................. 73 (Chip-N Club, 2016)
Career Rounds Under Par ........................................... None

HARADEN’S CAREER STATISTICS
Year Rounds Strokes Average Low
2016-17 9 710 78.89 73
2017-18 18 1,405 78.06 73
Totals 27 2,115 78.33 73

FRESHMAN (2016-17)
 One of five newcomers to join the Nebraska women’s golf 
program in 2016-17, Haraden saw her first action as a collegian 
at Nebraska’s Chip-N Club Invitational, Sept. 25-27. Haraden 
tied for 51st in the 65-player field at Wilderness Ridge Golf 
Course with a three-round total of 242 (88-81-73).
 Haraden added a career-best 233 (82-74-77) as an 
individual playing outside the Nebraska lineup at the 
Westbrook Spring Invitational in Peoria, Ariz., Feb. 26-27. She 
tied for 68th individually.
 She continued to improve her stroke average with three 
solid rounds while playing as an individual outside the Husker 
lineup at the Hawkeye El Tigre in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, 
April 2-4. Haraden carded a 54-hole total of 235 (79-77-79) 
in Mexico to tie for 54th individually.
 Off the course, Haraden earned a spot on the Nebraska 
Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll in the spring of 2017. She was also 
a member of the 2017 Tom Osborne Citizenship Team.

HIGH SCHOOL/AMATEUR
 A four-year contributor at Oaks Christian High School, 
Haraden was a California Interscholastic Federation individual 
finalist in 2014. 
 Haraden posted a 75.4 scoring average as a senior at Oaks 
Christian High School in Thousand Oaks, Calif. She earned 
a spot in the 2014 CIF individual finals, while helping Oaks 
Christian to a Maramonte League team championship. She 
was also a first-team All-Ventura County Star selection in 2015.

PERSONAL
 The daughter of Marshall and Joanna Haraden, Jessica 
was born in Los Angeles, Calif., on Nov. 3, 1997. Jessica has 
an older brother Nick, an older sister, Anna, and a younger 
brother, Marshall IV. 
 An advertising and public relations major, Jessica claimed a 
spot on the Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll in the spring 
of 2017.
 She is a two-time member of the Tom Osborne Citizenship 
Team (2017, 2018). Jessica also participated in a mission trip 
to Romania prior to attending the University of Nebraska.



11HUSKERS.COM    @HUSKERWGOLF    #HUSKERS

KATE SMITH
Junior (Two Letters) Detroit Lakes, Minnesota (Detroit Lakes)

OUTLOOK (2018-19)
 The top player for the Huskers in her first two seasons at 
Nebraska, Kate Smith is focused on earning an NCAA Regional 
bid while helping the Huskers to new heights as a team.
 Smith, a junior from Detroit Lakes, Minn., has set Nebraska’s 
single-season stroke average record each of the past two 
seasons and continues to show she is capable of producing 
even better scores.
 “It is only a matter of time before Kate wins a college 
tournament. She has the innate talent it takes to compete at 
the highest level,” Nebraska Coach Robin Krapfl said. “As her 
game has matured, her low scores and consistency have really 
improved. She is our rock and someone we will count on to 
help lead us to the postseason.”

SOPHOMORE (2017-18)
 Smith produced the best individual scores in school history 
with a second-round 64 on her way to a three-round total 
of 202 (67-64-71) at the Westbrook Spring Invitational in 
Peoria, Ariz., Feb. 25-26. She finished third in a loaded field 
at Westbrook.
 She continued to play at a high level at the Clover Cup in 
Mesa, Ariz., March 16-18, tying for ninth at 219 (73-74-72) to 
produce her fifth top-10 performance of the season. Smith 
added a tie for 13th with a 221 (72-76-73) in a talented field at 
the Mountain View Invitational in Tucson, Ariz., March 23-25.
 Smith capped the 2017-18 regular season by tying for 19th 
to lead Nebraska at the Big Ten Championship in Maineville, 
Ohio, April 20-22. Her three-round total of 218 (75-68-75) 
dropped her season stroke average to a school-record 73.66. 
Her performance at the Big Ten Championship was her seventh 
top-25 finish of the season and 14th of her young career.
 Smith got her sophomore season off to a strong start 
with a runner-up finish at Nebraska’s season-opening UNO 
Invitational at ArborLinks, Sept. 1-2. Smith fired a three-round 
total of 221 (76-70-75) to post the best tournament finish of her 
career. After her effort in Nebraska City, Smith was named the 
Big Ten Golfer of the Week for the second time in her career.
 Smith added her second Big Ten Golfer-of-the-Week honor 
of the season and the third of her career after firing a then-
career-best 212 (69-72-71) to tie for seventh at the 19-team 
Pinehurst Challenge in North Carolina, Oct. 9-10. Smith’s 
opening-round 69 was her best round of the fall season.
 She added a third top-10 finish by taking ninth at Nebraska’s 
Chip-N Club Invitational at Wilderness Ridge Golf Course, Oct. 
1-3. Smith closed with a three-round total of 230 (77-77-76) 
in challenging scoring conditions over three days in Lincoln 
to help the Huskers to a runner-up team finish in their lone 
home tournament of the season.
 Overall, Smith owns nine career top-10 finishes and 14 
top-25 showings in two seasons as a Husker. 
 Smith settled for a tie for 34th (73-80-153) in the stroke play 
portion of the East & West Match Play Challenge in Madison, 
Wis., on Sept. 17. She closed the fall as Nebraska’s No. 2 
finisher at the UNLV Collegiate Showdown. She managed 

HONORS & AWARDS
 Nine Career Top-10 Finishes
 14 Career Top-25 Finishes
 School-Record Stroke Average (73.66, 2018)
 T37th at NCAA Columbus Regional (2017)
 T19 at Big Ten Championships (2018)
 47th at Big Ten Championships (2017)
 Big Ten Golfer of the Week (Oct. 11, 2017)
 Big Ten Golfer of the Week (Sep. 6, 2017)
 Big Ten Golfer of the Week (Oct. 12, 2016)
 Academic All-Big Ten (2018)
 Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll 
   (Fall 2016, 2017; Spring  2017, 2018)
 Tom Osborne Citizenship Team (2017,2018)
 Five-Time Minnesota Class 2A Champion
    (2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016)
 Minnesota Ms. Golf Award (2016)
 Six-Time Minnesota Class 2A All-State
    (2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016)
 Minnesota Junior Player of the Year (2012-13)
 Minnesota Junior Champion (2013)
 PGA Junior Series Champion (ArborLinks, 2015)

SMITH’S CAREER BESTS
Best Finish .............................. 2nd (UNO Invitational, 2017)
Best Event (Strokes) ......................... 202 (Westbrook, 2018)
Low Round ..................................64 (Westbrook, 2nd, 2018)
Low First Round ................................. 67 (Westbrook, 2018)
Low Second Round ............................ 64 (Westbrook, 2018)
Low Third Round ................................70 (Ron Moore, 2016)
Career Rounds Under Par ................................................ 16

SMITH’S CAREER STATISTICS
Year Rounds Strokes Average Low
2016-17 31 2,291 73.90 68
2017-18 29 2,136 73.66 64
Totals 60 4,427 73.78 64

PERSONAL
 The daughter of Kris and Margery Smith, Kate was born May 
6, 1999, in Hartford, Conn. She has an older brother, Karter. 
Kate is majoring in graphic design and earned Academic 
All-Big Ten honors in 2018. She is a four-time member of the 
Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll. She was also chosen to 
the 2017 and 2018 Tom Osborne Citizenship Team.
 “I chose Nebraska because of how they care about their 
student-athletes, the welcoming atmosphere on campus and 
the overall tradition surrounding the University.”

a three-round score of 224 (78-71-75) to tie for 49th in a 
96-player field in Las Vegas.
 Through 14 fall rounds, Smith posted a 74.29 stroke 
average. She opened the spring as Nebraska’s No. 2 finisher 
at the Lady Puerto Rico Classic. She managed a 236 over three 
rounds to tie for 43rd.

FRESHMAN (2016-17)
 Smith opened her Nebraska career in the top of the lineup 
and played out of the top two spots in every tournament for 
the Big Red in 2016-17. She produced seven top-25 finishes 
in 11 tournaments, including four top-10 showings. 
 She capped her freshman season by tying for 37th in a 
96-player field at the NCAA Columbus Regional (May 8-10). 
Smith carded a three-round total of 230 (78-79-73) at the 
Scarlet Course in Columbus, Ohio, as the first Husker women’s 
golfer to compete in NCAA Regional play since current LPGA 
professional Madeleine Sheils in 2012.
 Smith closed her first season at Nebraska with a then-
school-record 73.90 stroke average over 31 rounds. She 
carded a 78 or better in 29 of 31 rounds as a freshman, 
including nine rounds better than par.
 Smith produced a season-best three-round score with a 214 
(68-75-71) to tie for eighth at the Clover Cup in Mesa, Ariz., 
March 17-19. Her opening-round 68 was a season best.
 She closed the regular season with a tie for 28th (78-75-
72-225) at the Hawkeye El Tigre in Mexico, April 2-4, before 
producing Nebraska’s top finish at the Big Ten Championships 
at TPC River’s Bend in Maineville, Ohio, April 21-23. She led 
the Huskers with a 47th-place finish (74-84-76-234).
 Smith notched the best tournament finish of her young 
career when she tied for seventh with a three-round total of 
215 (73-72-70) at the Ron Moore Intercollegiate in Highlands 
Ranch, Colo., Oct. 7-9. Her efforts in Colorado earned her the 
first Big Ten Golfer-of-the-Week award of her career on Oct. 
12, 2016.
 Her performance in Highlands Ranch followed a tie for 
eighth with a 221 (77-70-74) at Nebraska’s Chip-N Club 
Invitational, Sept. 25-27. She also tied for eighth (76-70-146) 
in the stroke play portion at the East & West Match Play 
Challenge in Ann Arbor, Mich., Sept. 18-20.
 She opened her collegiate career by shooting a team-low 
score of 221 (69-74-78) on her way to a tie for 15th at the 
Ptarmigan Ram Classic in Fort Collins, Colo., Sept. 12-13.
 Smith closed the fall with a tie for 21st with a three-under-
par two-round total of 141 (70-71) at the rain-shortened UNLV 
Collegiate Showdown, Oct. 23-25.
 She opened the spring campaign with a three-round total of 
223 (71-75-77) to tie for 14th in a 75-player field at the Central 
District Invitational in Port St. Lucie, Fla., Feb. 20-21. Smith 
added a tie for 31st with a 221 (75-73-73) at the Westbrook 
Spring Invitational in Peoria, Ariz., Feb. 26-27.
 Smith’s 73.90 stroke average smashed Haley Thiele’s 
Nebraska freshman-record 75.63 stroke average set in 2015-
16 by a whopping 1.73 strokes per round. Smith’s average 
surpassed Nebraska’s previous season record of 74.00 set by 
Natalie Gleadall in 2009-10.

HIGH SCHOOL/AMATEUR
 A five-time Minnesota Class 2A state champion (2012-16) 
and a six-time Class 2A all-state selection (2011-16), Smith  was 
the Minnesota Ms. Golf Award winner in 2016. She posted a 
70.37 stroke average as a junior in 2015, and set three couse 
records as a senior, including a 64 on The Vintage Course.
 In addition to her high school success, Smith was the 
2012-13 Minnesota PGA Junior Player of the Year and the 
2013 Minnesota Girls State Junior Champion. In the summer 
of 2015, she won the PGA Junior Series title at ArborLinks with 
a three-day career-best score of 209 (74-68-67.
 Smith was also a member of Team Minnesota at the 2015 
USGA women’s state championship.
 Smith continues Nebraska women’s golf’s success in 
recruiting the state of Minnesota, following former Huskers 
Cassie Deeg (Hugo, 2013-16), Steffi Neisen (New Prague, 
2011-14), Chrissie McArdle (Eden Prairie, 2004-07) and Jackie 
Beste (Sauk Centre, 2003-06). All were high-level performers 
for the Huskers on and off the course over the last 15 years.
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HALEY THIELE
Junior (Two Letters)    Wahoo, Nebraska (Bishop Neumann)

OUTLOOK (2018-19)
 Haley Thiele (pronounced TEEL) is hoping for a strong and 
healthy fourth season with the Huskers in 2018-19. The junior 
from Wahoo, Neb., produced one of the best freshman seasons 
in school history in 2015-16, before suffering a wrist injury that 
forced her to redshirt in 2016-17. Thiele returned from the injury 
in 2017-18, but it continued to affect her play.
 During the offseason, Thiele has made adjustments to her 
swing and is hoping to see better results in 2018-19.
 “I am so proud of Haley. She made a very hard decision to try 
another swing coach, and then put the work in it takes to make 
changes,” Nebraska Coach Robin Krapfl said. “If there was a 
picture for hard work it would be Haley. She deserves every success 
she has because she has put in the time to be great.”

SOPHOMORE (2017-18)
 Thiele returned to the Nebraska lineup after redshirting with a 
wrist injury in 2016-17. She got off to a strong start with a career-
best tie for sixth with a three-round score of 227 (72-77-78) at 
the UNO Invitational at ArborLinks in Nebraska City, Sept. 1-2. 
It marked Thiele’s fourth career top-25 finish, including her first 
career top-10 showing.
 She settled for a tie for 44th in a loaded field over two rounds 
of stroke play (79-78-157) at the East & West Match Play Challenge 
in Madison, Wis., on Sept. 17. She managed a tie for 30th (78-82-
80-240) in challenging scoring conditions at Nebraska’s Chip-N 
Club Invitational at Wilderness Ridge Golf Course in Lincoln, Oct. 
1-3. She added a tie for 60th in a 19-team field at the Pinehurst 
Challenge in North Carolina, Oct. 9-10. Thiele shot a season-best 
225 (73-74-78) at Pinehurst, before shooting a 231 (75-75-81) to tie 
for 72nd while playing as an individual outside the Husker lineup 
at the 96-player UNLV Collegiate Showdown, Oct. 22-24.
 Thiele closed her fall campaign with a 77.14 stroke average 
over 14 rounds.
 She struggled to a three-round total of 259 to finish 66th at 
the Lady Puerto Rico Classic (Feb. 11-13) to open the spring 
season, but bounced back with her best tournament of the year 
with a three-round total of 218 (74-68-76) at the Westbrook Spring 
Invitational in Peoria, Ariz., Feb. 25-26. Thiele’s effort in Arizona 
included a season-best 68 in the second round.
 Thiele managed a three-round total of 249 (86-80-83) to finish 
81st at the 16-team Clover Cup in Mesa, Ariz., March 16-18. 
She did not compete in Nebraska’s regular-season finale at the 
Mountain View Invitational in Tucson, Ariz., March 23-25, before 
finishing 79th with a 244 (80-82-82) at the Big Ten Championships 
in Maineville, Ohio, April 20-22.
 She closed the season with a 78.85 stroke average.

REDSHIRT (2016-17)
 Thiele redshirted in 2016-17 due to a wrist injury. Off the course, 
she earned a spot on the Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll 
in the fall of 2016 and was a member of the 2017 Tom Osborne 
Citizenship Team.

FRESHMAN (2015-16)
 Thiele broke Nebraska’s freshman record with a 75.63 stroke 
average while playing all 32 rounds for the Huskers. The previous 
NU freshman mark was set by Kate White (76.94) in 2006-07. 
Thiele also produced Nebraska’s No. 2 finish at the 2016 Big 
Ten Championships, closing her season with a 222 (75-73-74) 
at The Fort Golf Resort in Indianapolis, April 22-24. Her tie for 
39th marked the second-best finish by a Husker freshman at a 
Big Ten Tournament, trailing only Cassie Deeg’s 32nd in 2013. 
 Thiele tied the Nebraska freshman record with a five-under-
par 67 in the opening round of the UNLV Collegiate Showdown, 
Oct. 25. She went on to smash Nebraska’s freshman tournament 
record, while matching first-team All-American Sarah Sasse’s 
then-school-record tournament score of 209 (67-69-73). Thiele 
finished in a tie for 18th at the tournament, which was loaded 
with All-Americans and featured 18 of the nation’s top 85 teams. 
 Thiele fired a 214 at the Pinehurst Challenge, Oct. 12-13, 
which included a four-under-par 68 in the second round. Thiele’s 
214 at Pinehurst was the third-best score by a freshman in school 
history, trailing only her 209 in Las Vegas and a 213 by Kate 
White at the 2006 Bronco Invitational. Thiele tied for 11th in a 
104-player field at Pinehurst. Her performance in North Carolina 
followed a tie for 17th with a 226 (77-72-77) at Nebraska’s 

HONORS & AWARDS
 Four Career Top-25 Finishes
 Tied for 39th at Big Ten Championships (2016)
 79th at Big Ten Championships (2018)
 WGCA Scholastic All-American (2016, 2018)
 Academic All Big-Ten (2018)
 Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll 
   (Fall 2015, 2016, 2017; Spring 2016, 2018)
 Sam Foltz Hero 27 Leadership Award (2018)
 Tom Osborne Citizenship Team (2016, 2017, 2018)
 Trusted Choice Big “I” National Champion (2015)
 Tied for Third at Optimist International Junior 
   Championship (2015)
 Fourth at Trusted Choice Big “I” (2014)
 Tied for Fifth at North & South Junior Amateur (2015)
 12th at Trusted Choice Big “I” (2013)
  Nebraska Women’s Amateur Champion (2017)
 Nebraska Women’s Amateur Stroke Play Champion (2017)
 Two-Time Nebraska Girls Amateur of the Year (2013, 2014)
 Two-Time Nebraska Girls Match Play Champion (2013, 2014)
 Nebraska Girls Match Play Runner-Up (2015)
 Nebraska Girls Stroke Play Champion (2013)
 Nebraska Girls Stroke Play Runner-Up (2014, 2015)
 Three Top 15 Finishes at Nebraska Class C Boys State 
     Tournament (2013, 2014, 2015)
 Nebraska Four-State Team Member (2012, 2013, 2014)
 Second-Team All-Nebraska 
   (Basketball, Omaha World-Herald, 2014, 2015)
 Third-Team Super-State 
    (Basketball, Lincoln Journal Star, 2014, 2015)
 First-Team Class C-1 All-State (Basketball, 2014, 2015)

THIELE’S CAREER BESTS
Best Finish ............................. T6th (UNO Invitational, 2017)
Best Event (Strokes) ..................................209 (UNLV, 2015)
Low Round ............................................ 67 (UNLV, 1st, 2015)
Low First Round ..........................................67 (UNLV, 2015)
Low Second Round ...............................68 (Pinehurst, 2015)
............................................................. 68 (Westbrook, 2018)
Low Third Round ................................ 73 (Westbrook, 2016)
......................................................................73 (UNLV, 2015)
................................................................73 (Pinehurst, 2015)
Career Rounds Under Par .................................................. 5

THIELE’S CAREER STATISTICS
Year Rounds Strokes Average Low
2015-16 32 2,420 75.63 67
2016-17 Redshirt       
2017-18 26 2,050 78.85 68
Totals 58 4,470 77.07 67

Chip-N Club Invitational at the Country Club of Lincoln, Oct. 
5-6. Thiele competed as an individual outside the Husker lineup. 
 Thiele, who finished with four rounds better than par in 
2015-16, fired a one-under-par 71 in the second round of the 
Marilynn Smith/Sunflower Invitational to open her career. She 
was NU’s No. 2 finisher, tying for 39th (88-71-76-235) to lead 
the players inside the Husker lineup at Colbert Hills, Sept. 7-8. 
 She contributed a tie for 60th (78-76-81-235) as Nebraska’s 
No. 4 finisher at the GolfWeek Conference Challenge 
at the Red Sky Golf Club in Wolcott, Colo., Sept. 21-23. 
 She opened the spring by finishing 49th (83-75-158) at the 
Peg Barnard Invitational in Stanford, Calif., Feb. 13-14. Thiele 
matched Cassie Deeg as NU’s No. 2 finisher at the Westbrook 
Spring Invitational in Peoria, Ariz., Feb. 21-22. Thiele totaled 
223 (76-74-73) to tie for 53rd in a talented tournament field. 
 Thiele added a tie for 49th with a 232 (75-82-75) at the Clover 
Cup in Mesa, Ariz., March 11-13, before leading the Huskers 
with a tie for 31st in a strong 97-player field at the Dr. Donnis 
Thompson Hawaii Invitational, March 22-23. Thiele’s three-round 
total of 226 (72-78-76) led the Huskers at the 16-team event. 
 She settled for a tie for 85th (78-79-84-241) in a loaded 18-team 
field at the Silverado Showdown in Napa, Calif., April 3-5.

HIGH SCHOOL/AMATEUR
 In the summer of 2015, Thiele captured the Trusted Choice 
Big “I” National Championship a week after tying for third at the 
Optimist International Junior Championship. She also tied for fifth 
at the North & South Junior Amateur.
 In 2014, Thiele took fourth at the Trusted Choice Big “I” after 
finishing 12th at the event in 2013.
 A two-time Nebraska Girls Amateur of the Year (2013, 2014), 
Thiele claimed back-to-back state Girls Match Play crowns, while 
adding the 2013 Nebraska Girls Stroke Play title. She also won 
the 2013 Nebraska Junior PGA Championship.
 A three-time Nebraska Four-State Team member, Thiele was 
a three-time Nebraska Class C Boys High School State Golf 
Tournament top-15 finisher. Bishop Neumann did not sponsor girls 
golf, but Thiele helped her school to a Class C state runner-up finish 
in 2015 by finishing fourth individually (74-73-147) at Holmes Golf 
Course in Lincoln, just two strokes back of the boys champion.
 Thiele tied for 11th (80-73-153) at the 2014 Nebraska Class C 
tournament and tied for 13th (80-81-161) at the Class C boys meet 
as a sophomore. She finished 35th (86-82-168) as a freshman.
 In the summer of 2014, Thiele qualified for the U.S. Girls 
Junior Amateur Championship by winning a sectional qualifying 
tournament at the Elks Country Club in Columbus with a one-
under-par 71. She competed at the U.S. Junior Championships in 
Flagstaff, Ariz. Thiele also qualified to compete at the 2015 Junior 
PGA Championships. She tied for 59th at the 2014 PGA Junior 
Championship at Trump National Golf Club in Washington, D.C.
 Thiele defended her state junior match play title in 2014 with 
a win over her sister. Hannah Thiele settled for second with a loss 
to her sister in the 2015 final. Thiele also finished second to her 
sister in the 2014 and 2015 state stroke play events.
 Thiele was a three-sport high school standout at Bishop 
Neumann, competing in golf, basketball and volleyball. She drew 
recruiting interest in all three sports. She was the top female golfer 
in the state her final three years of high school.
 In basketball, Thiele was a second-team All-Nebraska pick by 
the Omaha World-Herald and a third-team Super-State choice by 
the Lincoln Journal Star in 2014 and 2015. The two-time first-team 
Class C-1 all-stater averaged 20.6 points per game as a 5-8 senior 
shooting guard for the Cavaliers. She averaged 20.5 points per 
game as a junior in 2014. She also played summer basketball for 
the Husker Elite and coaches Doug Goltz and Kevin Thiele.
 As a volleyball player, Thiele was a starting outside hitter. As a 
junior in 2013, she produced 142 kills and 335 digs, before adding 
145 kills and 317 digs as a senior in 2014.

PERSONAL
 Haley is the daughter of Kevin and Lisa Thiele and has 
four younger sisters, Hannah, Lindsey, Lauren and Brooke. A 
nutrition, health science and dietetics major, Haley is a two-
time WGCA Scholastic All-America (2016, 2018). She earned 
Academic All-Big Ten honors in 2018 and is a five-time member 
of the Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll and a three-time 
selection to the Tom Osborne Citizenship Team.
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NOOR AHMED
Sophomore (One Letter) Folsom, Calif. (Vista del Lago)

OUTLOOK (2018-19)
 After producing an impressive freshman campaign, Noor 
Ahmed hopes to continue shaving strokes off her scores while 
providing solid and consistent play in the heart of the Husker 
lineup. 
 A sophomore from Folsom, Calif., Ahmed competed in all 
29 rounds for the Huskers in 2017-18 and was Nebraska’s No. 
2 individual finisher at the Big Ten Championships.
 “Noor was a pleasant surprise last season. You never know 
how freshmen will handle that first collegiate season, but she 
was awesome,” Nebraska Coach Robin Krapfl said. “She 
possesses a maturity in her personality and game that really 
helps those around her. She definitely has the ability to step 
up her game to another level and have a solid season.”

FRESHMAN (2017-18)
 Ahmed made immediate contributions to the Nebraska 
lineup in 2017-18. The true freshman from Folsom was one 
of the top golfers in Northern California while competing for 
Vista del Lago High School, and she closed her first collegiate 
campaign with Nebraska’s No. 4 individual stroke average 
(76.45) on the season.
 Ahmed was also Nebraska’s No. 2 individual finisher at the 
2018 Big Ten Championships, tying for 40th at 225 (72-77-76) 
at TPC River’s Bend in Maineville, Ohio, April 20-22.
 Her solid high school and amateur experience in California, 
along with her intelligence and work ethic allowed her to 
elevate her game quickly at the collegiate level. 
 Although she did not earn a lineup spot for the Huskers 
at the season-opening UNO Invitational at ArborLinks in 
Nebraska City, Sept. 1-2, Ahmed posted Nebraska’s No. 5 
finish by tying for 17th with a 231 (76-79-76) while playing as 
an individual outside Nebraska’s lineup.
 She earned the first lineup appearance of her career at 
the East & West Match Play Challenge in Madison, Wis., 
Sept. 17-19. In 36 holes of stroke play competition on Sept. 
17, Ahmed tied for 36th (76-78-154) in a loaded field, as her 
scores in both rounds counted toward Nebraska’s team total.
Ahmed played as an individual outside the lineup at Nebraska’s 
Chip-N Club Invitational, Oct. 1-3. She managed a tie for 35th 

HONORS & AWARDS
 Two Career Top-25 Finishes (2, 2017-18)
 Tied for 40th at Big Ten Championships (2018)
 Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll (Fall 2017)
 Tom Osborne Citizenship Team (2018)
 Four-Time All-Capital Athletic League 
   (2013, 2014, 2015, 2016) 
 California State High School Championship Qualifier 
   (2016) 
 Junior Golf Association of Northern California 
   Match Play Champion (2013)

AHMED’S CAREER BESTS
Best Finish ........................... T17th (UNO Invitational, 2017)
Best Event (Strokes) ............................216 (Pinehurst, 2017)
Low Round ...................................70 (Westbrook, 3rd, 2018)
Low First Round ....................................72 (Pinehurst, 2017)
.........................................72 (Big Ten Championships, 2018)
Low Second Round ...............................72 (Pinehurst, 2017)
Low Third Round ................................ 70 (Westbrook, 2018)
Career Rounds Under Par .................................................. 1

AHMED’S CAREER STATISTICS
Year Rounds Strokes Average Low
2017-18 29 2,217 76.45 70
Totals 29 2,217 76.45 70

PERSONAL
 The daughter of Tamer and Hoda Ahmed, Noor was born 
April 14, 1999, in Austin, Texas. She has one younger brother, 
Yusuf. Noor is a history major at Nebraska. She earned a spot 
on the Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll in the fall of 2017. 
She was also a member of the 2018 Tom Osborne Citizenship 
Team.
 She chose Nebraska over Sacramento State, San Jose 
State, Dominican and UNC Greensboro because of the 
overall support provided to Husker student-athletes. 
 “I chose Nebraska because of high academic standards, the 
support student-athletes receive to succeed in both athletics 
and academics, and the commitment, care and belief Coach 
Krapfl showed in me.”

(82-79-82-242) in challenging scoring conditions over three 
days at Wilderness Ridge Golf Course in Lincoln.
 She competed in her fourth tournament, again as an 
individual outside the NU lineup, at the Pinehurst Challenge 
in North Carolina, Oct. 9-10. Ahmed produced a breakthrough 
effort in North Carolina, firing three consecutive rounds of 
even-par-72 to finish with a career-best 216 and tie for 22nd 
in a 19-team field.
 Ahmed’s performance at Pinehurst helped her secure the 
second lineup spot of her young career in Nebraska’s fall finale 
at the UNLV Collegiate Showdown, Oct. 22-24. She played 
solid golf again in Las Vegas, closing with a three-round score 
of 227 (76-73-78) to tie for 63rd in a 96-player field. All three 
of Ahmed’s rounds counted toward Nebraska’s team score at 
UNLV.
 She opened the spring as Nebraska’s No. 3 finisher at the 
Lady Puerto Rico Classic (Feb. 11-13). Ahmed managed a 
three-round total of 240 to tie for 55th. She performed well 
with a 222 (79-73-70), including a career-best final-round 70 
at the Westbrook Spring Invitational, Feb. 25-26. She finished 
in a tie for 59th in an 86-golfer field in Arizona.
 Ahmed tied for 48th with a 231 (75-75-81) at the Clover 
Cup in Mesa, Ariz., March 16-18, before tying for 45th with 
a 229 (73-79-77) at the Mountain View Invitational in Tucson, 
Ariz., March 23-25.

HIGH SCHOOL/AMATEUR
 Ahmed came to Nebraska as one of the top players in 
Northern California. A four-time all-conference golfer for the 
four-time Capital Athletic League champions at Vista del Lago 
High School, Ahmed carried a career stroke average of 73.8 
as a high school golfer for the two-time San Joaquin Section 
champions. Ahmed, who qualified for the 2016 California State 
High School Championships, was the Junior Golf Association 
of Northern California Match Play Champion in 2013. She also 
produced multiple top-10 finishes in the Northern California 
Golf Association in 2015 and 2016.
 Ahmed also starred in the classroom, posting a 3.96 grade-
point average. She completed eight Advanced Placement 
classes by the end of her senior year.
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HANNAH THIELE
Sophomore (One Letter) Wahoo, Nebraska (Bishop Neumann)

OUTLOOK (2018-19)
 A regular contributor to Nebraska’s lineup as a true 
freshman, Hannah Thiele (pronounced TEEL) battled back pain 
throughout the 2017-18 season to compete in 22 rounds.
 The sophomore from Wahoo, Neb., suffered a setback 
during the summer and her status is uncertain entering the 
season.
 “Hannah is kind of a wildcard,” Nebraska Coach Robin 
Krapfl said. “So much depends on how her back holds up, 
and whether she can regain the confidence and distance she 
had before the injury. She was making great progress in both 
areas before a setback this summer. We are not going to rush 
things, but we also know what she is capable of doing when 
she is on top of her game.”

FRESHMAN (2017-18)
 One of the top young amateur golfers in Nebraska history, 
Thiele battled through a back injury throughout her freshman 
season at Nebraska in 2017-18.
 A two-time state girls player of the year and the youngest 
Nebraska Golf Association Women’s Amateur Champion 
in state history, Thiele competed in 22 rounds throughout 
the season and represented the Huskers at the Big Ten 
Championships.
 Thiele battled a back injury over the summer of 2017 and 
did not compete in any amateur tournaments. Her injury slowly 
improved throughout the summer and she competed in the 
first collegiate tournament of her career at the East & West 
Match Play Challenge in Madison, Wis., Sept. 17-19. Playing 
as an individual outside the Husker lineup in two rounds of 
stroke play in Wisconsin, Thiele produced a 36-hole score of 
160 (76-84).
 She earned her first career lineup spot at Nebraska’s Chip-N 
Club Invitational, Oct. 1-3. Thiele settled for a three-round 
score of 243 (78-79-86) in challenging scoring conditions at 
Wilderness Ridge Golf Course over the tournament’s three 
days. Her second-round score contributed to Nebraska’s team 
total on the tournament’s second day, while her first-round 
score matched her sister’s for NU’s No. 4 score of the round.
 Thiele added another lineup appearance at the Pinehurst 
Challenge in North Carolina, Oct. 9-10, where she tied for 
72nd in a 19-team field. She managed a career-best 229 (78-
73-78) including a career-best 73 in the second round. Her 
performance at Pinehurst helped her earn a third lineup spot 
at the UNLV Collegiate Showdown (Oct. 22-24) to close the 
fall season.
 At UNLV she opened with a solid 75, but struggled to an 
82 in the second round and withdrew from the final round of 

HONORS & AWARDS
 83rd at Big Ten Championships (2018)
 Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll 
    (Fall 2017; Spring 2018)
 Big Ten Sportsmanship Award (2018)
  Tom Osborne Citizenship Team (2018)
 WGCA Scholastic All-American (2018)
 Nebraska Golf Association Girls Amateur of the Year 
   (2015, 2016) 
 Nebraska Women’s Amateur Champion (2016) 
 Nebraska Women’s Stroke Play Champion (2016) 
 Nebraska Women’s Match Play Champion (2016) 
 Fourth at Optimist International Junior Championship 
   (2016) 
 Nebraska Girls Amateur Champion (2014, 2015)
 Nebraska Four-State Team Member (2014)
 Three Top 20 Finishes at Nebraska Class C Boys State
  Tournament (T18th, 2014; T11th, 2015; 12th, 2016)
 Class C1 All-State Basketball (HM, 2016)

THIELE’S CAREER BESTS
Best Finish .............................. T37th (Mountain View, 2018)
Best Event (Strokes) ...................228 (Mountain View, 2018)
Low Round .................................... 73 (Pinehurst, 2nd, 2017)
Low First Round ....................................73 (Pinehurst, 2017)
Low Second Round ...............................73 (Pinehurst, 2017)
Low Third Round ..........................78 (Mountain View, 2018)
Career Rounds Under Par ........................................... None

THIELE’S CAREER STATISTICS
Year Rounds Strokes Average Low
2017-18 22 1,766 80.27 73
Totals 22 1,766 80.27 73

PERSONAL
 The daughter of Kevin and Lisa Thiele, Hannah has four 
sisters Haley, Lindsey, Lauren and Brooke. She has not declared 
a major, but did earn WGCA Scholastic All-America honors in 
2018. She also claimed spots on the Nebraska Scholar-Athlete 
Honor Roll in the fall and spring semesters of 2017-18. She 
was a member of the 2018 Tom Osborne Citizenship Team 
and earned Nebraska’s 2018 Big Ten Sportsmanship Award.

competition. She closed the fall with a 78.90 stroke average 
over 10 rounds, with eight of those coming in the Husker 
lineup.
 She opened the spring with a 251 over three rounds to 
finish 64th at the Lady Puerto Rico Classic (Feb. 11-13). Thiele 
managed a 244 (83-75-86) to finish 72nd while playing as an 
individual outside the Husker lineup at the Clover Cup in Mesa, 
Ariz., March 16-18.
 Thiele played as an individual outside the Husker lineup 
in the final regular-season tournament of the season at the 
Mountain View Invitational in Tucson, Ariz., March 23-25. She 
put together her best performance of the season by tying for 
37th with a career-best 228 (74-76-78).
 She made her fifth and final lineup appearance of the 
season for Nebraska at the 2018 Big Ten Championships at 
TPC River’s Bend in Maineville, Ohio, April 20-22. She finished 
83rd with a 254 (83-88-83) over three rounds to finish the 
season with an 80.27 stroke average on the year.

HIGH SCHOOL/AMATEUR
 One of the best players the state of Nebraska has ever 
produced, Thiele swept the 2016 Nebraska women’s stroke 
play and match play titles. The 2015 and 2016 Nebraska Golf 
Association Girls Amateur of the Year, Thiele became the 
youngest player (18) in the history of the Nebraska Women’s 
Stroke Play and Match Play tournaments to sweep the titles 
in 2016. She defeated 19-time stroke (11) and match-play (8) 
state champion Susan Marchese for the 2016 match-play crown 
in Oakland.
 Thiele won the Nebraska Women’s Amateur Championship 
with a nine-over-par 225 over three rounds at Norfolk’s 
Eldorado Hills Golf Course in June of 2016. She won the state 
stroke play crown by nine strokes in Norfolk.
 In addition to her women’s state titles in 2016, Thiele finished 
fourth at the Optimist International Junior Championship in 
Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. She fired a four-over-par 292 
over four rounds. She also won the Nebraska Junior PGA 
Championship. Thiele captured back-to-back Nebraska Girls 
Amateur championships in 2014 and 2015 and was the girls 
state runner-up in 2016.
 Hannah defeated her older sister, Haley, a three-time 
Nebraska Golf Association Girls Amateur of the Year (2013, 
2014, 2015), for the 2015 title by carding a two-over-par 146 
over two rounds at Four Winds Golf Course in Kimball. 
 Hannah also defeated Haley for the Nebraska Junior PGA 
Championship on the Huskers’ home course at Wilderness 
Ridge in Lincoln in July of 2014. Hannah finished with a two-
under-par total of 140 at the 2014 Nebraska Junior PGA, 
defeating Haley by five strokes. Hannah was also a member 
of Nebraska’s Four State Team alongside Haley in 2014.
 Hannah and Haley teamed to help the Bishop Neumann 
boys’ golf team to a runner-up finish at the Nebraska Class 
C state team championship when Hannah tied for 11th 
individually as a sophomore in the spring of 2015. During 
Hannah’s freshman season in 2014, the sisters helped Bishop 
Neumann to a third-place finish at the boys’ state tournament. 
Hannah tied for 18th individually.
 As a junior in 2016, Hannah finished 12th individually at the 
boys’ state high school tournament. She did not compete in 
high school boys golf during the spring of 2017 after sustaining 
a back injury during her senior basketball season at Wahoo 
Bishop Neumann High School.
 An outstanding all-around athlete, Hannah was one of 
the top shooters in the state of Nebraska for her high school 
basketball team. As a junior in 2016, she knocked down 63 
three-pointers and led Bishop Neumann in scoring with nearly 
12 points per game on her way to honorable-mention Class 
C-1 all-state accolades. She also helped Bishop Neumann to 
a state tournament berth. Her back injury greatly limited her 
contributions as a senior on the basketball court.
 An outside hitter on the volleyball team, she also led 
Bishop Neumann to the 2015 Nebraska state tournament by 
registering 236 kills as a junior in 2015 before leading them to 
a third-place finish at the 2016 state tournament. Thiele had 
a double-double in the third-place game to help Neumann 
finish with a 29-4 record.
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KIRSTEN BAETE
Redshirt Freshman  Beatrice, Nebraska (Beatrice)

OUTLOOK (2018-19)
 The 2016 Nebraska Class B High School champion as a 
senior, Kirsten Baete (pronounced BAY-tee) plans to hit the 
course for the first time as a Husker in 2018-19.
 The Beatrice, Neb., native redshirted as a freshman in 
2017-18, and made solid improvements to her game. Now, 
Coach Robin Krapfl believes Baete is prepared to make an 
impact for the Huskers.
 “Kirsten is coming off a redshirt season where she made big 
strides in her game,” Krapfl said. “It will be exciting to see what 
she can accomplish. She has the length to really put herself in 
great scoring situations. The next step is staying committed 
and confident under par. She can really help us this year when 
she starts seeing herself as the great talent we think she is.”

REDSHIRT (2017-18)
 A walk-on to the Nebraska program after a strong high 
school career in Beatrice, Baete redshirted in 2017-18. She 
earned spots on the Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll in 
both the fall and spring semesters of 2017-18. She was also 
a member of the 2018 Tom Osborne Citizenship Team.

HIGH SCHOOL/AMATEUR
 Baete joined the Huskers as the 2016 Nebraska Class 
B State Champion, winning the title by five strokes while 
attending Beatrice High School. Baete finished in the top 10 in 
the state every year at Beatrice, and broke six school records. 
She set the best nine-hole average at 38.5 and the best 18-

HONORS & AWARDS
 Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll 
   (Fall 2017; Spring 2018)
 Tom Osborne Citizenship Team (2018)
 Nebraska Class B High School Champion (2016)
 Two-Time Super-State (Lincoln Journal Star, 2015, 2016)
 Two-Tiime Class B All-State (2015, 2016)
 Four-Time All-River Cities Conference 
   (2013, 2014, 2015, 2016)

hole average at 74.8. Baete also posted the best 18-hole score 
by a Beatrice golfer at the conference championships with a 
score of 70, the best 18-hole score (72) by a Beatrice golfer 
at district championships, and the best 18-hole score (75) by 
a Beatrice golfer at the state championships. 
 Additionally, Baete won the most medals by a girls golfer 
at Beatrice with 40.  
 Baete was named to the All-State team for two years, and 
was twice named to the Super-State team. All four years she 
was named All-River Cities Conference. 
 She also starred in the classroom, being named to the honor 
roll every semester for four years, and graduating sixth in her 
class. She was also a member of the National Honor Society.  
 Baete also earned three basketball letters at Beatrice High 
School. 

PERSONAL
 The daughter of Chris and Bonnie Baete, Kirsten was born 
May 5, 1999 and has one younger sister, Jayden. Kirsten is 
an elementary education/special education K-6 major at 
Nebraska. She earned spots on the Nebraska Scholar-Athlete 
Honor Roll in the fall and spring semesters of 2017-18. She was 
also a member of the 2018 Tom Osborne Citizenship Team.
 She chose Nebraska over UNK, Creighton, Northwest 
Missouri State and Kansas State. 
 The Baete’s own a roller-skating rink in Beatrice, and Kirsten 
grew up playing roller derby. 
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BROOKE NEWELL
Redshirt Freshman  Atlantic, Iowa (Atlantic)

OUTLOOK (2018-19)
 Brooke Newell enters her second season in the Husker 
program after taking a redshirt season in 2017-18. The 2016 
Iowa Class 3A Co-Golfer of the Year carries an outstanding 
short game and is working to add length. 
 “Brooke’s decision to redshirt in her first season was a good 
one and she spent the summer practicing and competing,” 
Nebraska Coach Robin Krapfl said. “She has a wonderful 
short game with an excellent touch around the greens that 
is among the best on our team. Her long game continues to 
improve, and she could be right in the mix for a spot in the 
starting lineup.”

REDSHIRT (2017-18)
 Newell redshirted in her first season at Nebraska in 2017-
18. While working to improve her game on the course, she 
earned a spot on the Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll in 
the spring of 2018. She was also a member of the 2018 Tom 
Osborne Citizenship Team.
  
HIGH SCHOOL/AMATEUR
 Newell powered Atlantic High School to back-to-back 
Iowa Class 3A state championships as a junior in 2016 and 
a senior in 2017. Individually, Newell was the Class 3A 
Co-Golfer of the Year in 2016 after finishing as the state 
runner-up. She added another individual state runner-up 
finish as a senior. She added a third-place individual finish 
as a sophomore in 2015, and was a member of Atlantic’s 
Class 3A state championship team as a freshman in 2014. 
 A three-sport athlete, Newell was a three-time Hawkeye Ten 
Conference champion. As a junior in 2016, she won the league 
title after shooting a 69 at Fox Run Golf Course in Council Bluffs. 

HONORS & AWARDS
 Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll (Spring 2018)
 Tom Osborne Citizenship Team (2018)
  Iowa Class 3A Co-Golfer of the Year (2016)
 Iowa Class 3A Individual Runner-Up (2016, 2017)
 Iowa Class 3A Third-Place Individual Finish (2015) 
 First-Team Iowa Class 3A All-State (2015, 2016, 2017)
 Iowa Class 3A All-Tournament Team (2015, 2016, 2017) 
 Three-Time All-Hawkeye Ten Conference Individual 
   Champion (2015, 2016, 2017)
 Four-Time First-Team Class 3A All-District 
   (2014, 2015, 2016, 2017)
 Four-Time First-Team All-Hawkeye Ten Conference 
    (2014, 2015, 2016, 2017)

 The three-time first-team all-state golfer was also 
a member of the Class 3A All-Tournament team her 
final three seasons, Newell was a second-team all-state 
selection as a freshman in 2014. She was also a four-
time first-team all-district and first-team All-Hawkeye Ten 
Conference choice for Coach Kathy Hobson at Atlantic. 
 As a softball player, Newell captured All-Western Iowa 
and All-Hawkeye Ten Conference honors as a catcher/utility 
player in both 2015 and 2016 for the Trojans. In 2016, she 
helped the Atlantic softball team to its first state tournament 
appearance in the 42-year history of the program. She led 
Atlantic in hits and RBIs in 2016, after hitting .379 with 17 
doubles and 41 RBIs in the summer of 2015. She hit .400 with 
13 doubles and 32 RBIs when she also stole 10 bases in 2014. 
 Newell also competed for Atlantic’s basketball team. 

PERSONAL
 Brooke  is the daughter of Danny and Tori Newell. She 
has two brothers and a sister. Brooke, who is an advertising 
and public relations major, earned a spot on the Nebraska 
Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll in the spring of 2018. She was also 
a member of the 2018 Tom Osborne Citizenship Team for her 
commitment to community outreach at Nebraska.
 Newell, who also considered Missouri State and Southern 
Illinois, said she chose Nebraska because she felt at home on 
campus. 
 “I really like the coaches, the athletic facilities and the 
tradition,” Newell said. “I fell in love with the campus when I 
went to visit. It felt like home.”
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HONORS & AWARDS
 Third Place, Singapore Island Invitational (2016)
 Fifth Place, Belgium International Amateur (2016)
  Fifth Place, Malaysian Amateur Open (2017)
 Second Place, Royal Selangor Golf Club Ladies Amateur
  ( 2017)

VANESSA BOUVET
Freshman Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei (Jerudong International School)

OUTLOOK (2018-19)
 Vanessa Bouvet (pronounced BOO-vay) adds a truly 
international flavor to the Nebraska women’s golf team. Bouvet has 
lived and played golf all around the world and comes to Nebraska 
from Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei.
 Bouvet, who has shown great length off the tee, has claimed 
top-five finishes in major amateur tournaments from Belgium to 
Malaysia to Singapore in the past two years and is hoping to find 
more success and a new home at Nebraska.
 “Vanessa is a power player with the length to be comfortable 
on any golf course,” Nebraska Coach Robin Krapfl said. “We also 
expect her to be an outstanding student and teammate who will 
have a chance to come in and compete for a spot in our lineup 
as a freshman. Her experience in growing up and playing golf 
around the world will be an added benefit to our entire team.” 

BEFORE NEBRASKA
 Bouvet graduated from Jerudong International School in 
Brunei in 2018. In the summer of 2017, Bouvet was the runner-up 
at the 43rd Royal Selangor Golf Club Ladies Amateur Open with 
a three-round score of 218. She added a runner-up finish at the 
29th KGM Open in Sarawak, Malaysia.
 In 2016, Bouvet finished third at the Singapore Island 
Invitational, while also taking fifth at the Belgium International 

Open. She added a fifth-place finish at the Malaysia Amateur 
Open in 2017.
 She has lived and competed internationally in Syria, Venezuela, 
New Zealand and in the United States, making her home as a 
youngster in Houston, Texas. She has also competed in Australia, 
Malaysia, Singapore, Belgium, and in the World Amateur Golf 
Rankings her home country is listed as France.

PERSONAL
 The daughter of Eric and Patricia Bouvet, Vanessa Boumba 
Marie-Alice Bouvet was born Jan. 6, 1999, in Damas, Syria. 
She has one younger sister, Laetitia. Vanessa, who has lived in 
several countries around the world, also enjoys snowboarding 
and surfing. During the summer, she enjoys traveling to golf 
tournaments and visiting family and friends in France and 
Africa. She is a marketing major at Nebraska. She chose 
Nebraska over Kentucky and Missouri State.
 “I chose Nebraska because of the great coaching staff, the 
facilities and the atmosphere,” Bouvet said. “I felt that Coach 
Krapfl was very supportive and gave me the confidence that I 
would be a good fit for the team. I visited the student-athlete 
center and the Wilderness Ridge Golf Course and it felt like 
home.”
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HONORS & AWARDS
  Three-Time Illinois Division 2A State Championship
    Qualifier (2014, 2016, 2017)
  Four-Time Lake Park High School Team MVP

NICOLE HANSEN
Freshman   Bloomingdale, Illinois (Lake Park)

OUTLOOK (2018-19)
 A strong all-around athlete and academic performer, Nicole 
Hansen will look to add depth to the Huskers while making the 
adjustment to college golf as a freshman in 2018-19. 
 A three-time Illinois Division 2A High School Championship 
qualifier at Lake Park High School, Hansen began to focus her 
attention to golf late in her high school career after also competing 
in pole vault and hurdles as a freshman and sophomore. 
 Hansen, who carried a 5.0 GPA in high school, earned a Ruth 
Leverton academic scholarship to attend Nebraska.
 Nebraska Coach Robin Krapfl said Hansen will bring 
outstanding potential to the Husker program.
 “We are excited about Nicole’s potential. She is a great athlete 
with the strength to generate a lot of clubhead speed,” Krapfl said. 
“She has been working with some outstanding golf professionals 
to prepare herself for college golf. It will be fun to see how quickly 
she can develop now that her athletic focus is just on golf.”

BEFORE NEBRASKA
 Hansen produced a solid career at Lake Park High School 
in Illinois. She was a three-time individual state qualifier for the 
Lancers, while also capturing a regional and sectional title. She 
tied for 23rd with a two-round total of 153 (76-77) at the Division 
2A state championships as a senior in the fall of 2017. She was 

also a state qualifier as a freshman (2014) and junior (2016).
 A four-year letterwinner for Coach Jeff Henrickson, Hansen 
was an All-DuPage Valley Conference performer and a four-time 
team MVP. She was also a regular competitor in Illinois Junior Golf 
Association events
 A talented all-around athlete, Hansen was also a two-time 
varsity letterwinner in track and field as a freshman and sophomore, 
competing in the pole vault and the hurdles. She was also a two-
time letterwinner as a cheerleader.
 She was an outstanding performer in the classroom as a 
four-time academic all-conference selection who spent all eight 
semesters on Lake Park’s highest honor roll.

PERSONAL
 The daughter of Jane Hansen and David Hansen, Nicole 
was born March 21, 2000, in Elk Grove, Ill. She has an older 
sister, Rachael, and an older brother, Blake. Nicole, who is 
majoring in accounting and finance, said she chose Nebraska 
over Bradley and Central Michigan because of the program’s 
overall atmosphere.
 “The coaches and the team were very welcoming and the 
campus was beautiful and big,” Hansen said. “I also liked the 
Midwestern values, all of the opportunities and the amazing 
practice facilities.”
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HONORS & AWARDS
 Two-Time Nebraska Class A State Champion (2016, 2017)
 Three-Time Nebraska Super-State (2014, 2016, 2017)
  Four-Time Nebraska Class A State Team Champions   
    (Elkhorn South, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017)
  FCWT Tour Championship Champion (2017)
 Nebraska Girls State Match Play Champion (2016)
 Nebraska Girls Stroke Play Runner-Up (2017)
 Nebraska Girls Junior PGA Section Champion (2017)
  National Drive, Chip and Putt Finalist (2016)
 Three-Time NJGT Tour Championship Champion 
   (2014, 2015, 2016)

MEGAN WHITTAKER
Freshman   Elkhorn, Nebraska (Elkhorn South)

OUTLOOK (2018-19)
 Megan Whittaker joins the Huskers as a freshman in 2018-19 
as one of the most accomplished Nebraska high school golfers 
in recent memory. A two-time Class A state individual champion 
at Elkhorn South, Whittaker won 35 individual championships 
during her high school career. She also helped Elkhorn South to 
four consecutive Class A state team titles.
 In addition to her impressive high school credentials, Whittaker 
kept winning in state and national competitions. She was the 
2016 Nebraska Girls State Match Play champion and claimed the 
individual title at the 2016 NJGT Tour Championship. She was 
also a national finalist in the 2016 National Drive, Chip and Putt 
competition.
 Whittaker’s ties to Nebraska women’s golf are very strong, as her 
mother Kim (Lefler) lettered as a golfer for current Husker Coach 
Robin Krapfl from 1991 to 1994, helping the Huskers advance to 
the 1994 NCAA West Regional as a senior.
 “Megan has the ability to shoot low numbers and she knows 
how to win,” Krapfl said. “She is a quality teammate and a strong 
student. She is also a very cerebral player, a great ball striker and 
has a solid overall game.”

BEFORE NEBRASKA
 Whittaker captured back-to-back Nebraska Class A individual 
state titles in 2016 and 2017. She led Elkhorn South High School 
and Coach Mimi Ramsbottom to four consecutive Class A state 
team championships from 2014 through 2017. She was an 
Academic All-State selection in golf in 2016.
 Whittaker won the 2017 FCWT Tour Championship, and 
recorded victories in three consecutive NJGT Tour Championships 

(2014, 2015, 2016). She also claimed the 2016 Nebraska Girls State 
Match Play crown. She was the 2017 Nebraska Girls Stroke Play 
runner-up and was a finalist for the 2016 National Drive, Chip and 
Putt competition.
 Whittaker was a three-time Super-State selection on the golf 
course, and she was also a two-time letterwinner on the track. She 
helped Elkhorn South to an eighth-place finish in the 4x800-meter 
relay in 2017. She also competed in the 1,600-meter run and was 
named an Academic All-State performer in 2017.

PERSONAL
 Megan is the daughter of Albert and Kim (Lefler) Whittaker. 
Megan was born Sept. 22, 2000 in Omaha. She has a younger 
brother, Andrew. Megan, who is majoring in finance, chose 
Nebraska over Omaha, South Dakota, Idaho, Montana, Northern 
Arizona and Wyoming.
 “I loved the idea of competing in the Big Ten for a big school,” 
Whittaker said. “The program has great coaches, players, facilities 
and academics. I’m really excited to attend school at Nebraska 
and be a part of this team next year.”


