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HONORS & AWARDS
• Conference USA Player of the Week 
 (Dec. 26, 2017)
• Conference USA Player of the Week 
 (Jan. 16, 2017)

OUTLOOK (2018-19)
 Kristian Hudson joined the Nebraska 
women's basketball team in June of 2018 
after earning her bachelor's degree from 
Florida International in just three years. The 
psychology major not only excelled in the 
classroom, she also starred on the court for FIU 
for three seasons.
 A 5-5 point guard from Birmingham, Ala., 
Hudson started her final 87 games at FIU and 
amassed 1,076 points, 372 rebounds, 383 
assists and 107 steals for the Panthers while 
playing more than 1,000 minutes each season. 
She averaged 12.1 points, 4.2 rebounds and 
4.3 assists in 36.2 minutes per game over her 
89-game career at FIU.
 Hudson will bring experience and depth to 
Nebraska's backcourt as a graduate student for 
the Huskers in 2018-19. She will help fill the 
void left by the graduations of senior starter 
Jasmine Cincore and fellow 2018 seniors Emily 
Wood and Janay Morton.
 “We are excited to add Kristian to our 
Husker family," Williams said. "Her experience 
coupled with her enthusiasm to help us raise 
the bar for our program make her the perfect 
fit.”
 

JUNIOR (2017-18, FIU)
 Hudson averaged 14.5 points, 4.5 rebounds 
and 4.7 assists as a junior for the Panthers in 
2017-18. She was at her best during the final 

seven games of her junior season when she 
averaged 18.3 points, 4.3 rebounds, 6.0 assists 
and 1.7 steals in 37 minutes per game. 
 As a junior, Hudson produced 21 double-
figure scoring efforts in 29 games, including 
nine 20-plus scoring efforts. 
 She recorded season highs with back-to-
back 27-point performances while playing the 
full 40 minutes against North Dakota State 
(Dec. 20) and Clemson (Dec. 21). 
 Her performance against Clemson included 
a career-high-tying 10 rebounds and 10-for-
10 free throw shooting. Hudson also notched 
a double-double with 11 points and a career-
high-matching 10 assists at Howard on Dec. 2, 
2017.
 In her final season at FIU, Hudson shot a 
career-best .354 from the field, including .340 
from three-point range. She also knocked 
down a career-high .819 at the free throw line.

SOPHOMORE (2016-17, FIU)
 As a sophomore, Hudson contributed 12.1 
points, 4.6 rebounds and 4.3 assists per game, 
while improving her field goal percentage to 

KRISTIAN HUDSON career statistics
Year G-GS Min FG-FGA Pct. 3P-3PA Pct. FT-FTA Pct. Off-Def Reb.-Avg. PF-D A TO Blk ST Pts-Avg.
2015-16 31-29 1,088 109-357 .305 26-110 .236 62-79 .785 19-90 109-3.5 85-4 124 141 4 29 306-9.9
2016-17 29-29 1,069 119-349 .341 23-76 .303 89-119 .748 14-119 133-4.6 63-1 124 133 5 48 350-12.1
2017-18 29-29 1,063 146-413 .354 51-150 .340 77-94 .819 12-118 130-4.5 64-0 135 116 2 30 420-14.5
Career 89-87 3,220 374-1,119 .334 100-336 .298 228-292 .781 45-327 372-4.2 212-5 383 390 11 107 1,076-12.1

.341 and her three-point field goal percentage 
to .303. She averaged 36.9 minutes per 
game, including a remarkable 35-point, eight-
rebound, 10-assist effort while playing the full 
55 minutes in an 88-87 triple-overtime win over 
UTEP on Jan. 12, 2017.
 Her 35-point, 10-assist outburst against 
Conference USA-rival UTEP was the first of 
back-to-back double-doubles for Hudson, 
joining an 11-point, 10-rebound game that 
included six assists against UTSA on Jan. 14, 
2017. Hudson finished with three 20-point 

11KRISTIAN HUDSON
5-5   Senior   Guard   Birmingham, Alabama (Clay-Chalkville/FIU)

Q&A WITH KRISTIAN
What is your favorite TV show? 
Criminal Minds.

When you're not competing what do you 
like to do?
Nothing.

Who is your favorite artist?
J. Cole.

What are the greatest sources of inspiration 
in your life?
Books.
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scoring efforts as a sophomore among her 19 
double-digit performances

FRESHMAN (2015-16, FIU)
 As a freshman, she started 29 straight 
games after coming off the bench for the first 
two games of her career. She averaged 9.9 
points, 3.5 rebounds and 4.0 assists in 35.1 
minutes per game. She shot just 30.5 percent 
from the field, including just 23.6 percent from 
three-point range as a freshman.
 Hudson scored in double figures 16 times, 
including the first 20-point game of her career 
with 20 points and seven rebounds in a loss 
at Miami on Dec. 22, 2015. Hudson notched 
her first of five career double-doubles with 12 
points and 10 assists against Western Kentucky 
on Jan. 7, 2016.

HIGH SCHOOL (CLAY-CHALKVILLE)
 Hudson played four seasons at Clay-
Chalkville High School in Birmingham, Ala. She 
was a first-team all-state selection as a senior 
after claiming second-team all-state accolades 
as a junior for the Cougars. Hudson was also a 
first-team All-Metro selection and a first-team 
all-conference honoree at Clay-Chalkville. She 
played for the Twisters (2007-10), Southern 
Starz (2011-12) and Essence (2013-14) AAU 
programs.

PERSONAL
 Kristian is the daughter of Juanita Chamblin 
and Carlos Hudson Sr. She has an older 
brother, Carlos Jr. She was a psychology 
major at Florida International and earned her 
bachelor's degree in just three academic years 
in the summer of 2018. She is working toward 

HUDSON’S CAREER BESTS
Category Total  Game
Points 35  UTEP (1/12/17)
Rebounds 10 Clemson (12/21/17)
 10 UTSA (1/14/17)
Assists 10 Three Times, most recent
 10 Howard (12/2/17)
Steals 8 Florida Atlantic (1/7/17)
Blocks 2 UMass-Lowell (12/4/15)
FGA 26 UTSA (2/14/18)
FGM 11 UTEP (1/12/17)
FTA 13 UTEP (1/12/17)
FTM 12 UTEP (1/12/17)
3-PT FGA 9 North Texas (2/8/18)
 9 North Dakota St. (12/20/17)
3-PT FGM 5 Bethune-Cookman (11/13/17)

KRISTIAN HUDSON conference statistics
Year G-GS Min FG-FGA Pct. 3P-3PA Pct. FT-FTA Pct. Off-Def Reb.-Avg. PF-D A TO Blk ST Pts-Avg.
2015-16 18-18 639 64-218 .294 14-64 .219 45-54 .833 15-53 68-3.8 47-3 78 82 2 14 187-10.4
2016-17 18-18 669 78-221 .353 15-50 .300 60-79 .759 13-80 93-5.2 39-1 76 74 3 30 231-12.8
2017-18 16-16 589 83-233 .356 28-94 .298 36-46 .783 6-61 67-4.2 36-0 86 63 0 21 230-14.4
Career 52-52 1,897 225-672 .335 57-208 .274 141-179 .788 34-194 228-4.4 122-4 240 222 5 65 648-12.5

her master's degree in applied science at 
Nebraska.
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HONORS & AWARDS
• Nebraska Kathy Branchaud Most Improved
 Rebounder Award (2018)
• Husker Award (2016)
• Academic All-Big Ten (2017, 2018)
• Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll 
 (Fall 2016, 2017; Spring 2016, 2018)
• Arthur Ashe Jr. Sports Scholar Award 
 (2017, 2018)
• Sam Foltz Hero 27 Leadership Award (2017)
• Tom Osborne Citizenship Team 
 (2016, 2017, 2018)
• Nebraska Gatorade Player of the Year (2015)
• Two-Time First-Team Super-State
 (Lincoln Journal Star, 2014, 2015)
• Two-Time First-Team All-Nebraska
 (Omaha World-Herald, 2014, 2015)
• No. 149 Player in Nation (Blue Star, 2015)
• No. 22 Guard in Nation (ESPN, 2015)

OUTLOOK (2018-19)
 The only fourth-year Husker in 2018-19, 
senior Maddie Simon has taken on a greater 
leadership role this season.
 One of Nebraska's most improved players 
as a junior, the Lincoln native averaged 10.1 
points and 5.3 rebounds in her first full season 
as a starter at power forward.
 Simon, who had a strong offseason in 
strength and conditioning, could help the 
Huskers improve their inside game in 2018-19.
 "Maddie has naturally stepped into a 
leadership role for our program," Nebraska 
Coach Amy Williams said. "She is extremely 
motivated to be a consistent presence for us 
and make this her best season as a Husker."

JUNIOR (2017-18)
 After a move to power forward, Simon 
averaged 10.1 points, 5.3 rebounds and 2.0 

assists in 2017-18. Simon was one of the Big 
Ten's most improved players, increasing her 
scoring (+6.0 ppg) and rebounding (+3.0 
rpg) by impressive margins over 2016-17. Her 
increased production on the boards earned her 
Nebraska's Kathy Branchaud Most Improved 
Rebounder Award in 2017-18.
 Simon was an integral part of Nebraska's 
team turnaround, helping the Huskers to a 
14-game improvement in the win column 
including eight more Big Ten wins than 2016-
17. She played 28 games with 27 starts. The 
Huskers were 20-8 with Simon on the court, 1-3 
without her.
 She produced 14 double-figure efforts on 
the year, including 19 points in a win over No. 
20 Iowa (Jan. 16) and 19 more in another win at 
Iowa (Jan. 28). Simon scored a career-high 20 
points at San Jose State (Dec. 17). The Huskers 
were 12-2 in 2017-18 when Simon scored in 
double figures.
 Simon had a huge 18-point, eight-rebound 
effort that included a career-high five assists 
and a career-high-tying three steals in a Big Ten 
road win at Minnesota (Dec. 31). She scored 16 
points in the second half, including a go-ahead 
hook shot and two free throws in the final 30 
seconds to power Nebraska's comeback win.
 She came up big with 16 points and 
six rebounds in a win over Penn State (Feb. 
22) to conclude Nebraska's regular-season 
home schedule. Simon produced 12 points, 
six rebounds, two assists and two steals in a 
win over Purdue (Jan. 24), 11 points in a win 
at Illinois (Jan. 10) and 10 points in a win at 
Northwestern (Jan. 7). She opened Big Ten 
play with 14 points and six rebounds against 
No. 12 Ohio State (Dec. 28).
 Simon averaged 9.0 points, 2.5 rebounds 
and 2.0 assists in Nebraska's games at the 
Big Ten Tournament against Michigan (March 
2) and No. 17 Maryland (March 3). She was 
held without a point or a rebound in just 15 
minutes against Arizona State (March 17) in the 
first round of the NCAA Tournament in Austin, 
Texas. She did manage two assists and a block 
while being strapped with foul trouble.
 She started NU's first three games on the 
season, averaging 6.7 points and 9.3 rebounds 
to help the Huskers to a 3-0 record. She had 
11 points in a win over UMKC (Nov. 14) and 
grabbed a career-high 12 rebounds to help the 
Huskers to a win over Arkansas (Nov. 16).
 Simon suffered a severe ankle sprain late 
in pregame warm-ups prior to Nebraska's loss 
to Creighton (Nov. 19). Simon was unable to 
play at all against the Jays and missed four 
straight games with the injury, including losses 
to Buffalo (Nov. 23) and Clemson (Nov. 30).

 She returned against Arkansas Pine Bluff 
(Dec. 2) starting a stretch a five straight non-
conference wins, including road wins at Kansas 
(Dec. 6) and Drake (Dec. 9). She produced 17 
points, six rebounds, four assists and two steals 
in a career-high 34 minutes at Drake. After her 
20-point performance at San Jose State, she 
closed the stretch with 13 points in a win over 
Florida Atlantic (Dec. 19).

SOPHOMORE (2016-17)
 Simon provided significant contributions 
for the Huskers despite making a midseason 
position change from guard to forward.
 She played in all 29 games, averaging 
4.1 points and 2.3 rebounds in 12.7 minutes 
per game. Early in the Big Ten season, Simon 
focused her attention on the forward spot, 
which paid dividends for the Huskers down 
the stretch. Over the final three games, Simon 
averaged 6.0 points, 3.0 rebounds and 2.7 
assists in 18.7 minutes per game.
 During her final six games of 2016-17, 
Simon produced an assist-to-turnover ratio 
of 9-to-1, after committing 41 turnovers and 
managing just 15 assists in the first 23 games.
 Simon scored a season-high 11 points to 
go along with with two rebounds, two assists, 
a block and a steal in just 17 minutes at No. 
25 Michigan (Feb. 23). She also had 11 points, 
four rebounds and two steals in 19 minutes 
against California (Dec. 4). She added a third 
game in double figures with 10 points, two 
rebounds, an assist, a block and a steal in 17 
minutes at Michigan State (Jan. 7).
 In NU's win over Michigan State in the 
regular-season home finale on Feb. 26, Simon 
had seven points, five rebounds and a season-
high four assists in a season-high 28 minutes.
 Simon had nine points and tied a career 
high with three threes at No. 15 Ohio State 
(Jan. 29). She had six points and seven boards 
in a win over UTRGV (Nov. 12).
 She scored eight points and snagged a 
career-high three steals against Virginia (Nov. 

MADDIE SIMON career statistics   
Year G-GS Min FG-FGA Pct. 3P-3PA Pct. FT-FTA Pct. Off-Def Reb.-Avg. PF-D A TO Blk ST Pts-Avg.
2015-16 21-5 299 37-90 .411 12-35 .343 19-26 .731 6-23 29-1.4 17-0 22 26 4 1 105-5.0
2016-17 29-0 367 40-123 .325 19-67 .284 19-37 .514 22-45 67-2.3 42-0 24 42 6 12 118-4.1
2017-18 28-27 708 104-268 .388 17-73 .233 57-73 .781 37-110 147-5.3 54-2 55 68 7 23 282-10.1
Career 78-32 1,374 181-481 .376 48-175 .274 95-136 .699 65-178 243-3.1 113-2 101 136 17 36 505-6.5

24MADDIE SIMON
6-2   Senior   Forward   Lincoln, Nebraska (Pius X)

Q&A WITH MADDIE
What are your favorite TV shows? 
The Bachelor and Scandal.

When you're not competing what do you 
like to do?
I love to travel and hike in the mountains. I also 
like to take naps.

Do you have a hidden talent?
I can juggle.

Who is your favorite professional team?
Atlanta Dream.



12 POSTSEASON TOURNAMENT APPEARANCES SINCE 2004

65HUSKERS.COM    @HUSKERSWBB    #HUSKERS

MADDIE SIMON big ten conference statistics   
Year G-GS Min FG-FGA Pct. 3P-3PA Pct. FT-FTA Pct. Off-Def Reb.-Avg. PF-D A TO Blk ST Pts-Avg.
2015-16 13-3 159 19-50 .380 8-22 .364 10-12 .833 3-14 17-1.3 8-0 8 15 2 0 56-4.3
2016-17 16-0 210 21-65 .323 10-39 .256 10-19 .526 13-21 34-2.1 25-0 17 17 3 6 62-3.9
2017-18 16-16 408 58-158 .367 10-44 .227 48-60 .800 22-64 86-5.4 25-0 33 38 4 13 174-10.9
Career 45-19 777 98-273 .359 28-105 .267 68-91 .747 38-99 137-3.0 58-0 58 70 9 19 292-6.5

26). She had six points, three rebounds, two 
assists and a block against Drake (Dec. 6). She 
added six points and four rebounds against 
No. 3 Maryland (Jan. 4).

FRESHMAN (2015-16)
  Simon averaged 5.0 points, 1.4 rebounds 
and 1.0 assist per game as a true freshman. 
She opened the season with a start in her first 
career game, scoring six points and adding two 
rebounds in 18 minutes in a win over Arkansas 
Pine Bluff (Nov. 14). 
 Simon came off the bench the next 
five games, highlighted by 11 points, two 
rebounds and three assists in 23 minutes in a 
win over Southern on Nov. 23. She added 10 
points and three more assists in 22 minutes in 
Nebraska's win over NC State in the Big Ten/
ACC Challenge (Dec. 3).
 Following Nebraska's 21-point comeback 
to victory over in-state rival Creighton (Dec. 
6), Simon suffered a broken arm in a non-
basketball fall, which knocked her out of 
competition for the next month. She returned 
to score nine points in 23 minutes in a loss at 
No. 8 Maryland (Jan. 7). Simon continued to 
battle a strain in her arm for the next month 
and her on-court contributions were limited.
 She overcame the injury late in the season. 
Her role increased with season-ending injuries 
to seniors Rachel Theriot and Kyndal Clark.
 Simon made her second start against 
Purdue (Feb. 21), before making her third start 
against Indiana (Feb. 24). She produced a 
breakout performance with then-career highs 
of 16 points and seven rebounds in a season-
high 32 minutes in a win over Northwestern 
(Feb. 28). Simon also hit a career-high three 
three-pointers in the win over the Wildcats.
 She added nine points, four rebounds and 
two assists in a start in a narrow loss to Rutgers 
in the Big Ten Tournament. She suffered an 
ankle sprain in practice between that game and 
Nebraska's WNIT opener with Northern Iowa, 
and she was unable to play in the postseason.

BEFORE NEBRASKA
 A two-time first-team All-Nebraska and 
Super-State selection, Simon capped her high 
school basketball career as the Gatorade Player 
of the Year. She averaged 18.1 points, 7.2 
rebounds and 2.7 assists while leading Lincoln 
Pius X to the Class B state championship as a 
senior for Coach Bill Rice.
 As a junior, Simon averaged 19.8 points 
and seven rebounds per game to help Pius 
X to a Class B runner-up finish. Her top game 
came with 35 points and 13 rebounds against 
Omaha Gross.
 Simon was a second-team Class A all-stater 
as a sophomore after averaging 16.3 points, 
4.8 rebounds and 2.2 assists in 2012-13. She 
hit 48 percent of her shots from the field and 
74 percent of her free throws.

 Simon played her club basketball for the 
Nebraska Lasers and Coach Allen Simpson. 
She averaged 20 points, eight rebounds and 
three assists for the club.
 A tremendous all-around athlete, Simon 
was not only a four-year letterwinner on the 
track, but captured gold medals in the 100- 
and 300-meter hurdles at the 2015 Nebraska 
State Track and Field Championships. She was 
the Class A runner-up in both events as a junior 
in 2014. She also finished third in the 100, 
while adding a runner-up finish in the 300 in 
2013. She was also a member of Pius X’s All-
Class gold medal-winning 4x400 relay in 2013. 
 A three-time letterwinner in golf, Simon 
also qualified for the state tournament in 2013. 
Simon was an honor roll student all four years 
at Lincoln Pius X.

PERSONAL
 The daughter of Doug and Nicole (Ali) 
Simon, Maddie was born Feb. 7, 1997, in 
Lincoln, Neb. Maddie has two older brothers, 
Bennett and Zach, who both graduated from 
the University of Nebraska. Maddie’s mother 
was a hurdler for Coach Gary Pepin's 1983 
and 1984 national championship track and 
field teams at Nebraska. Nicole also owns 
the distinction of being the first female track 
and field CoSIDA Academic All-American at 
Nebraska.

 A two-time academic All-Big Ten selection, 
Maddie is a communication studies major who 
has earned four spots on the Nebraska Scholar-
Athlete Honor Roll. She is a three-time member 
of the Tom Osborne Citizenship Team. She also 
earned a prestigious Nebraska Sam Foltz Hero 
27 Leadership Award in 2017.
 Maddie is the niece of University of 
Maryland men's basketball coach Mark 
Turgeon and Denver women's basketball 
coach Jim Turgeon.
 Simon chose Nebraska over Iowa, Iowa 
State, Oklahoma State and Creighton.

SIMON’S CAREER BESTS
Category Total  Game
Points  20  San Jose State (12/17/17)
Rebounds 12 Arkansas (11/16/17)
Assists 5 Minnesota (12/31/17)
Steals 3 Minnesota (12/31/17)
 3 Virginia (11/26/16)
Blocks 2 Wisconsin (2/11/18)
 2 UConn (12/21/16)
FGA 15 Minnesota (12/31/17)
 15 Drake (12/9/17)
FGM 9 San Jose State (12/17/17)
FTA 10 Iowa (1/28/18)
FTM 9 Iowa (1/28/18)
3-PT FGA 6 Ohio State (1/29/17)
 6 Northwestern (2/28/16)
3-PT FGM 3 Ohio State (1/29/17)
 3 Northwestern (2/28/16)
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HONORS & AWARDS
• Nebraska Defensive MVP (2017)
• Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll 
 (Fall 2017)
• Tom Osborne Citizenship Team (2017, 2018)
• No. 143 Player in the Nation (Blue Star, 2015)
• No. 25 Guard in the Nation (ESPN, 2015)
• Colorado Class 5A (Second Team, 2016)

OUTLOOK (2018-19)
 Nicea Eliely (pronounced ny-SEE-ah EE-
ly-lee) returns for her third season in the 
Nebraska starting lineup. A long, wing player 
with excellent defensive skills, the 6-1 junior 
has continued to improve offensively during 
her time at Nebraska.
 Last season, Eliely averaged 8.2 points and 
4.0 rebounds per game despite missing time 
with an ankle injury early in the year. 
 "Nicea has made obvious gains with her 
strength and conditioning and we think that 
will pay big dividends for her at both ends 
of the court," Nebraska Coach Amy Williams 
said. "We will need Nicea to set the tone for 
us defensively with a physical and disciplined 
approach this year."

SOPHOMORE (2017-18)
 Eliely started Nebraska's final 26 games 
after missing the Huskers' first three contests of 
2017-18 while recovering from an ankle injury 
that kept her off the court and out of practice 
for the month of October and the first part of 
November.
 In 29 games, Eliely averaged 8.2 points, 4.0 
rebounds, 1.7 assists and 1.2 steals. She also 
ranked second on the team with 20 blocked 
shots on the season.
 Eliely was extremely efficient in Big Ten 
play, shooting 52 percent (52-100) from the 
field, including 42.3 percent (11-26) from 

three-point range to help Nebraska to an 11-5 
Big Ten record and a tie for third in the regular-
season conference standings. Overall, she hit 
46.9 percent (90-192) of her shots from the 
floor, including 38 percent (19-50) of her three-
pointers.
 Eliely was a major contributor in powering 
Nebraska to a spot in the Big Ten Tournament 
semifinals by scoring 12 points to go along 
with six rebounds, an assist, a block and two 
steals in a quarterfinal victory over Michigan in 
Indianapolis (March 2). It was her 12th double-
figure scoring effort of the season.
 Eliely was a key part of Nebraska's 14-
game improvement in the win column from 
2016-17, while helping the Huskers to eight 
more conference wins than 2016-17.
 She produced a season-high 17 points to 
go along with three rebounds and two steals 
in a road win at Michigan State (Feb. 14). Eliely 
went 5-of-6 from the field, including 3-for-3 
from three-point range against the Spartans.
 Eliely scored 14 points on 5-of-7 shooting 
in a road win at Minnesota (Dec. 31). She 
added 13 points in a 24-point win over Purdue 
(Jan. 24), while also producing 13-point 
games at San Jose State (Dec. 17) and against 
Arkansas Pine Bluff (Dec. 2). Eliely played an 
outstanding game with 11 points on 5-of-6 
shooting to go along with six rebounds in a 
win over Illinois (Feb. 1). She closed the regular 
season with 11 points, five rebounds and 
three assists at No. 13 Maryland (Feb. 25). She 
had 10-point efforts against No. 23 Michigan 
(Jan. 13), at Northwestern (Jan. 7) and against 
Florida Atlantic (Dec. 19), when she just missed 
a double-double by adding a career-high-tying 
nine rebounds.
 She managed three points, a rebound, a 
steal and three blocked shots against Arizona 
State (March 17) in the first round of the 2018 
NCAA Tournament in Austin, Texas.
 One of Nebraska's best defenders, she 
played a key role in helping Nebraska lead the 
Big Ten in both field goal percentage defense 
and three-point field goal percentage defense.

FRESHMAN (2016-17)
 Eliely demonstrated her all-around skills 
by starting all 29 games as a true freshman, 
averaging 7.7 points, 3.7 rebounds, 2.6 assists 
and a team-leading 1.6 steals per game.
 Eliely's 46 steals were the most by a Husker 
since All-American point guard Lindsey Moore 
had 60 in 2012-13. Eliely also became the first 
Husker freshman to lead the team in steals 
since 2000-01 (Shannon Howell, 36).
 In addition to her steals, Eliely led the 
Huskers with 21 blocks, becoming just the third 

freshman to lead NU in blocks since 2002-03, 
joining four-time All-Big Ten selection Emily 
Cady (28, 2011-12) and 2016 Olympic bronze 
medalist Danielle Page (31, 2004-05).
 While Eliely proved herself as Nebraska's 
top defender, she also provided a spark on 
offense, leading the team with her 43.5 field 
goal percentage (81-186), including a solid 
36.4 percent (24-66) from three-point range. 
She ranked third on the team in scoring (7.7 
ppg) and second in assists (2.6 apg).
 Eliely finished the season with eight 
double-digit scoring efforts, including a career-
high 19-point effort against California (Dec. 
4), when she hit 8-of-13 shots from the field 
including 2-of-3 three-pointers.
 She capped her freshman campaign with 14 
points, five rebounds, a career-high-matching 
six assists, two steals and a block against 
Illinois (March 1) at the Big Ten Tournament in 
Indianapolis. Eliely hit 5-of-11 shots from the 
field, including a career-high four threes (4-8) 
against the Illini. It was her fourth double-figure 
scoring effort in Nebraska's final six games of 
the season, after producing just four double-
digit efforts through NU's first 23 games.
 Eliely played arguably her best game 
of the season in Nebraska's 67-64 win over 
Indiana (Feb. 19). She pumped in 13 points on 
5-of-8 shooting, including 3-of-4 threes, while 
adding a career-high-tying six assists with no 
turnovers. She also snagged three steals and 
blocked a shot in the win over the Hoosiers.
 Her performance against Indiana followed 
13 points on 4-of-8 shooting against No. 12 
Ohio State (Feb. 16). She also had 12 points on 
5-of-7 shooting at Wisconsin (Feb. 9).
 She produced the first of five double-figure 
scoring efforts in Big Ten play with 11 points, 
four rebounds, two assists and three steals at 
Iowa (Dec. 31). Eliely added 10 points on 4-of-
6 shooting, while tying her career high with 
four steals against Michigan (Jan. 22). She set a 
career high with nine rebounds while tying her 
career best with six assists at Illinois (Jan. 15). 
She added three steals against the Illini.

NICEA ELIELY career statistics   
Year G-GS Min FG-FGA Pct. 3P-3PA Pct. FT-FTA Pct. Off-Def Reb.-Avg. PF-D A TO Blk ST Pts-Avg.
2016-17 29-29 798 81-186 .435 24-66 .364 37-59 .627 48-59 107-3.7 70-3 74 70 21 46 223-7.7
2017-18 29-26 761 90-192 .469 19-50 .380 40-67 .597 42-73 115-4.0 53-1 49 63 20 36 239-8.2
Career 58-55 1,559 171-378 .452 43-116 .371 77-126 .611 90-132 222-3.8 123-4 123 133 41 82 462-8.0

5NICEA ELIELY
6-1   Junior   Guard   Colorado Springs, Colorado (Rampart)

Q&A WITH NICEA
What was your favorite TV show as a kid? 
SpongeBob Squarepants.

What is your favorite workout song?
Anything Drake produces.

What would you do with a time machine?
Visit dinosaurs.

When you're not competing what do you 
like to do?
I like to play video games.
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NICEA ELIELY big ten conference statistics   
Year G-GS Min FG-FGA Pct. 3P-3PA Pct. FT-FTA Pct. Off-Def Reb.-Avg. PF-D A TO Blk ST Pts-Avg.
2016-17 16-16 455 37-99 .374 11-37 .297 22-29 .759 23-27 50-3.1 38-3 35 33 12 25 107-6.7
2017-18 16-16 424 52-100 .520 11-26 .423 23-33 .697 18-35 53-3.3 33-0 26 34 7 19 138-8.6
Career 32-32 879 89-199 .447 22-63 .349 45-62 .726 41-62 103-3.2 71-3 61 67 19 44 245-7.7

ELIELY’S CAREER BESTS
Category Total  Game
Points 19  California (12/4/16)
Rebounds 9 Three Times, most recent
 9 Florida Atlantic (12/19/17)
Assists 6 Four Times, most recent
 6 Illinois (3/1/17)
Steals 4 Michigan (1/22/17)
 4 Omaha (11/22/16)
Blocks 3 Creighton (11/19/17)
FGA 13 California (12/4/16)
FGM 8 California (12/4/16)
FTA 8 Iowa (1/16/18)
 8 UTRGV (11/12/16)
FTM 5 Ohio State (2/16/17)
 5 UTRGV (11/12/16)
3-PT FGA 8 Illinois (3/1/17)
3-PT FGM 4 Illinois (3/1/17)

 Eliely played a major role in Nebraska's win 
over San Jose State (Dec. 9) when she scored 
13 points on 6-of-9 shooting, while grabbing 
seven rebounds and dishing out four assists. 
She also had a block and a steal against the 
Spartans. It was one of two double-figure 
scoring efforts for Eliely in non-conference 
play, joining her 19-point performance against 
California (Dec. 4).
 In her first career game, Eliely scored nine 
points and led Nebraska with four assists and 
two steals while helping to slow down 2016 
Western Athletic Conference Player-of-the-
Year Shawnte’ Goff in a win over UTRGV (Nov. 
12). Eliely added nine points and a career-
high four steals in a win over Omaha. She had 
nine points in a loss at then-unbeaten Virginia 
Tech (Dec. 1). She had eight points and eight 
rebounds against No. 25 Missouri (Nov. 14).
 In a win over defending Mountain West 
champion Colorado State (Nov. 17), Eliely had 
six points, six rebounds and team highs of six 
assists and three steals while slowing down 
2016 Mountain West Player of the Year Ellen 
Nystrom.
 Against No. 1 UConn, Eliely had seven 
points on 3-of-4 shooting while adding team 
highs with five rebounds and four assists. She 
also pitched in a block. In her Big Ten debut 
against Northwestern (Dec. 28), Eliely had 
seven points, seven rebounds and team highs 
with five assists, two blocks and two steals.
 Eliely joined Hannah Whitish (9.0 ppg) as 
the first Husker freshman duo to each average 
better than 7.0 points per game since Angie 
Miller (14.6 ppg) and Stacy Imming (9.9 ppg) 
accomplished the feat in 1983-84.

BEFORE NEBRASKA
 Eliely was ranked as the No. 143 overall 
player in the nation by Blue Star while being 
ranked as the No. 25 guard in the country 
by ESPN. A second-team Colorado Class 5A 
selection as a senior in 2015-16, Eliely averaged 
21.4 points, 7.6 rebounds, 2.3 assists, 3.4 steals 
and 2.0 blocks per game. She ranked eighth 
in the state of Colorado across all classes in 
scoring in 2015-16. She also ranked 11th in the 
state in free throws made (115) while shooting 
84.6 percent from the line. 
 Eliely closed her career with 1,366 points, 
466 rebounds, 188 assists, 247 steals and 118 
blocks for Coach Ashley Miller. A third-team 
Colorado Class 5A all-state selection at Rampart 
High School as a junior, Eliely averaged 16.4 
points, 4.3 rebounds, 2.5 assists, 2.7 steals and 
1.2 blocks per game on her way to first-team 
All-Colorado Springs Metro League honors in 
2015. She was also a second-team Gazette 
Class 5A/4A all-area selection as a junior.
 Eliely helped Rampart advance to the 
Sweet 16 at the Colorado High School Athletic 
Association Class 5A state tournament and 
finish with a 20-5 record on the season under 
Coach Ashley Miller. As a sophomore for the 

Lady Rams, Eliely contributed 12.7 points, 
3.7 rebounds, 1.8 assists, 2.5 steals and 1.2 
blocked shots to help Rampart advance to 
the Elite Eight of the CHSAA Class 5A state 
tournament and finish with a 20-6 record. She 
earned first-team All-Colorado Springs Metro 
League honors, while adding a second-team 
selection to the Gazette Class 5A/4A all-area 
team as a sophomore.
 She was also a varsity contributor as a 
freshman in 2013, averaging 4.7 points, 2.8 
rebounds and 1.2 steals per game.
 Eliely played for the Boulder Rockies club 
team that won the U.S. Junior National Nike 
Tournament in 2015 and the Blue Star Nationals 
title in 2014 for Coach Johnnie Bratton. Eliely 
was also a member of the all-star teams at both 
the USJN Battle of the Border and the USJN 
Windy City Classic.
 An outstanding athlete, Eliely also 
competed in volleyball at Rampart in 2012. Off 
the court, she was a first-team academic all-
state selection and a member of the National 
Honor Society as a junior in 2015. 

PERSONAL
 Queen Nicea Tyana Eliely was born July 12, 
1998, in Colorado Springs. She is the daughter 

of Actual Allah and Yee Fong. Her father, 
Actual Allah, played basketball collegiately 
at Colorado State-Pueblo. Nicea is majoring 
in business administration at Nebraska. She 
earned spots on the Tom Osborne Citizenship 
Team in 2017 and 2018.
 Eliely chose Nebraska over Colorado, 
Wichita State, Colorado State, Northern 
Colorado and Denver. 
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HONORS & AWARDS
• Big Ten Distinguished Scholar (2018)
• Academic All-Big Ten (2018)
• Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll
 (Fall 2016, 2017; Spring 2017, 2018)
• Tom Osborne Citizenship Team (2017, 2018)
• No. 51 Wing in the Nation (ESPN, 2015)
• Kansas Player of the Year 
 (USA Today HS Sports, 2016)
• Kansas Class 4A Player of the Year (2016)
• First-Team Kansas Class 4A All-State (KBCA, 2016)
• Ark Valley-Chisholm Trail League MVP (2016)
• First-Team All-Ark Valley-Chisholm Trail League 
 (2015, 2016)

OUTLOOK (2018-19)
 A strong, hard-working post player who 
has given the Huskers solid depth inside 
throughout her career, Grace Mitchell returns 
for her third season at Nebraska.
 The 6-2 junior forward from Wellington, 
Kan., has played in 58 games the past two 
seasons and gives Nebraska an explosive, 
powerful athlete in the paint.
 Also one of Nebraska's top performers 
academically and in the community, Mitchell 
was a Big Ten Distinguished Scholar in 2018.
 "Grace remains one of our most explosive 
athletes and has been showing a lot of 
confidence this offseason," Nebraska Coach 
Amy Williams said. "She could be a valuable 
part in establishing ourselves as a better 
defensive and rebounding team."

SOPHOMORE (2017-18)
 Mitchell was a regular contributor off the 
bench for the Huskers in 2017-18. The 6-2 
forward appeared in 29 games with two starts 
while averaging 2.0 points and 1.7 rebounds.
 Mitchell produced the best effort of her 
career with 10 points in a win over UMKC (Nov. 
14). She added nine points and five rebounds 
in 16 minutes off the bench in a win at San Jose 
State (Dec. 17).
 She had four points and a career-high six 
rebounds to help the Huskers notch a win over 
Arkansas (Nov. 16). She added the first start of 

her career in place of an injured Maddie Simon 
against Creighton (Nov. 19). Mitchell managed 
seven points and five rebounds in 20 minutes 
against the Jays.
 Mitchell made her second career start 
again in place of Simon in a win over Coastal 
Carolina (Nov. 24). 
 She continued to contribute in Big Ten 
play with four points in a win at Illinois (Jan. 
10), four more against No. 23 Michigan (Jan. 
13) and four points in just five minutes in a win 
over Purdue (Jan. 24). Mitchell's four points 
against the Boilermakers came on back-to-
back baskets to close the first quarter to give 
Nebraska a 12-11 lead at the end of the period.
 Mitchell had four points and four rebounds 
in a win over Arkansas Pine Bluff (Dec. 2).
 She closed her season by pulling down one 
rebound in six minutes of action off the bench 
against Arizona State (March 17) in the 2018 
NCAA Tournament in Austin, Texas.
 

FRESHMAN (2016-17)
 Mitchell brought a long-range shooting 
threat and a big frame to the Huskers in 
2016-17. She focused on power forward as 
a freshman, averaging 1.8 points and 1.7 
rebounds in 10.7 minutes per game. Mitchell 
hit 41.2 percent (21-51) of her shots from the 
field, including 40 percent (4-10) of her threes. 
She also knocked down 5-of-8 free throws.
 She produced a season-high seven-point 
effort against Drake (Dec. 6), when she hit her 
first career three-pointer and added her first 
career steals. She scored five points to spark a 
15-5 surge for the Big Red against the Bulldogs 
to help send the Huskers to halftime with a 33-
32 lead.

GRACE MITCHELL career statistics   
Year G-GS Min FG-FGA Pct. 3P-3PA Pct. FT-FTA Pct. Off-Def Reb.-Avg. PF-D A TO Blk ST Pts-Avg.
2016-17 29-0 311 21-51 .412 4-10 .400 5-8 .625 22-28 50-1.7 33-0 7 23 2 7 51-1.8
2017-18 29-2 247 25-65 .385 1-10 .100 7-18 .389 28-22 50-1.7 25-1 7 18 2 7 58-2.0
Career 58-2 558 46-116 .397 5-20 .250 12-26 .462 50-50 100-1.7 58-1 14 41 4 14 109-1.9

14GRACE MITCHELL
6-2   Junior   Forward   Wellington, Kansas (Wellington)

Q&A WITH GRACE
What is your favorite meal? 
Steak.

What is your favorite pro team?
Kansas City Chiefs.

When you're not competing what do you 
like to do?
I love to cook in my free time.

What has been your most rewarding 
community service experience?
"Husker Heroes" when we spend time with 
special needs kids having fun on the field at 
Memorial Stadium.

What would you like more people to know 
about you?
I am a part of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
leadership at Nebraska.
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GRACE MITCHELL big ten conference statistics   
Year G-GS Min FG-FGA Pct. 3P-3PA Pct. FT-FTA Pct. Off-Def Reb.-Avg. PF-D A TO Blk ST Pts-Avg.
2016-17 16-0 177 10-24 .417 2-5 .400 2-3 .667 11-14 25-1.6 21-0 6 13 1 5 24-1.5
2017-18 14-0 81 8-15 .533 0-1 .000 0-5 .000 2-9 11-0.8 8-0 3 7 2 3 16-1.1
Career 30-0 258 18-39 .462 2-6 .333 2-8 .250 13-23 36-1.2 29-0 9 20 3 8 40-1.3

 Mitchell added five points on a perfect 
shooting night, including a three-pointer 
against No. 1 UConn (Dec. 21). She added 
three rebounds against the Huskies. She 
contributed five points, including a three-
pointer, against No. 3 Maryland (Jan. 4), She 
added two rebounds, a block and a steal.
 She scored four points against Washington 
State (Nov. 25) at the South Point Shootout. 
She notched a season-high four rebounds 
against California (Dec. 4), and added four 
points against No. 25 Michigan (Feb. 23).
 Mitchell managed two points and two 
rebounds in Nebraska’s wins over Colorado 
State (Nov. 17) and UTRGV (Nov. 12). She 
added a block against No. 25 Missouri (Nov. 
14). She closed the season with two points and 
two rebounds in 10 minutes of action against 
Illinois (March 1) at the Big Ten Tournament in 
Indianapolis.
 Off the court, Mitchell earned spots on the 
Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll in the fall 
and spring semesters. She was also a member 
of the 2017 Tom Osborne Citizenship Team.

BEFORE NEBRASKA
 Mitchell was the No. 51 wing in the nation 
as a high school senior, according to ESPN. As 
a senior at Wellington High School, Mitchell 

set a single-season scoring record with 533 
points on her way to Kansas Class 4A Player-
of-the-Year honors. She averaged 21.7 points, 
7.4 rebounds and 2.7 blocks in her only season 
at Wellington. She helped the Lady Crusaders 
to a 24-1 record and a third-place finish at the 
Class 4A state tournament. 
 A first-team All-Kansas pick, she was the 
MVP of the Ark Valley-Chisholm Trail League in 
2016. A three-time AVCTL Division I pick, she 
earned first-team honors as a junior and senior 
and a second-team award as a sophomore, 
Mitchell was a second-team Kansas Class 6A 
all-state choice at Derby High School in 2015 
by both the KBCA and the Wichita Eagle. She 
was a KBCA honorable-mention all-state pick 
as a sophomore in 2014.
 She led the AVCTL in scoring with 17.6 
points and 6.3 rebounds per game as a junior 
at Derby High School in 2014-15. She played 
for Coach Gayla Soyez at Next Level Hoops 
Academy in Wichita.

PERSONAL
 The daughter of Jud Mitchell and Cathy 
Mitchell, Grace was born April 2, 1998, in 
Wichita, Kan. Grace has two older sisters, 
Sarah Jeanne (26), and Elizabeth (23). Grace is 
a nutrition and health sciences major. 

MITCHELL’S CAREER BESTS
Category Total  Game
Points  10  UMKC (11/14/17)
Rebounds 6 Arkansas (11/16/17)
Assists 2 Michigan State (1/7/17)
Steals 2 Illinois (1/15/17)
 2 Drake (12/6/16)
Blocks 1 Four Times, most recent
 1 Illinois (2/1/18)
FGA 10 San Jose State (12/17/17)
FGM 4 UMKC (11/14/17)
FTA 5 San Jose State (12/17/17)
FTM 3 San Jose State (12/17/17)
3-PT FGA 2 Florida Atlantic (12/19/17)
 2 San Jose State (12/17/17)
3-PT FGM 1 Five Times, most recent
 1 Arkansas Pine Bluff (12/2/17)

 She was a Big Ten Distinguished Scholar 
and earned academic All-Big Ten honors in 
2018. She is also a four-time Nebraska Scholar-
Athlete Honor Roll selection. She was a 
member of the Tom Osborne Citizenship Team 
in 2017 and 2018.
 She is a member of the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes. Grace chose Nebraska over 
12 other Division I scholarship offers.
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HONORS & AWARDS
• All-Big Ten (Second Team, 2018)
• Big Ten Player of the Week (Dec. 11, 2017)
• Nebraska Offensive MVP (2018)
• Nebraska Most Improved Player (2017)
• Big Ten Freshman of the Week (Feb. 20, 2017)
• Tom Osborne Citizenship Team (2017, 2018)
• Wisconsin Miss Basketball (2016)
• Wisconsin Gatorade Player of the Year (2016)
• First-Team All-Wisconsin (2013, 2014, 2015, 2016)

OUTLOOK (2018-19)
 Hannah Whitish (pronounced WHITE-
ish) joins Nicea Eliely as returning third-year 
starters for the Huskers in 2018-19. One of 
the top shooters in the Big Ten, Whitish has 
connected on nearly 40 percent of her threes 
over her first two seasons and could threaten 
Nebraska career three-point records the next 
two years. The 2018 second-team All-Big 
Ten choice will take aim at bigger honors this 
season while trying to lead Nebraska back to 
the NCAA Tournament.
 "Hannah made substantial strides from 
her freshman to sophomore season, and we 
are looking for her to make a similar leap as 
a junior," Nebraska Coach Amy Williams 
said. "She has shown the confidence to make 
big plays for our team, and she has goals to 
improve in all aspects of her game."

SOPHOMORE (2017-18)
 Whitish earned second-team All-Big Ten 
honors and was named Nebraska's offensive 
MVP after leading the Huskers in scoring (12.6 
ppg), assists (4.7 apg), steals (1.3 spg) and 
three-point shooting (2.3 pg) in 2017-18. The 
5-9 point guard from Barneveld, Wis., was the 
only Husker to start all 32 games on the year.
 Whitish was a major catalyst in Nebraska's 
huge team turnaround from a 7-22 season 

in 2016-17 to a 21-11 campaign in 2017-18. 
Nebraska's 14-game improvement tied for the 
largest increase in victories in NCAA Division 
I women's basketball in 2017-18. The Huskers 
were also eight wins better in Big Ten play, 
as Nebraska finished in a tie for third in the 
conference standings at 11-5, before earning 
the No. 3 seed and advancing to the Big Ten 
Tournament semifinals in Indianapolis.
 Her 73 made threes marked the third-best 
total by a sophomore in school history, and 
her 130 career threes rank ninth on Nebraska's 
career list. She hit 38 percent (73-192) from 
long range to rank among the top shooters in 
the Big Ten.
 Whitish dished out 150 assists, which tied 
for the fifth-best total by a sophomore in NU 
history. She ranked among Big Ten leaders with 
4.7 assists per game, and she carried nearly a 
2-to-1 assist to turnover ratio (150-77).
 Whitish erupted for a career-high 29 
points, including 25 in the second half, to lead 
Nebraska to a road win at Kansas (Dec. 6). She 
went 6-for-6 from the field in the second half 
and knocked down eight straight free throws in 
the final 1:29 to seal the win. For the game she 
was a career-best 11-for-14 at the free throw 
line. She also tied a career high for the third 
straight game with three steals.

 She wrapped up the best week of her 
career by scoring 29 points while adding six 
rebounds, six assists, two steals and a block to 
lead NU to an 89-84 double-overtime win at 
Drake (Dec. 9). Whitish hit eight straight free 
throws to seal the win. She earned the first Big 
Ten Player-of-the-Week award of her career 
(Dec. 11).
 Whitish produced a team-leading 18 
double-figure scoring efforts to push her 
career total to 31, including a team-high 20 
points with a career-high six threes in a road 
win at Illinois (Jan. 10). It was her fourth career 
20-point game and third of the season.
 She added 18 points and five assists in a 
win over No. 20 Iowa (Jan. 16), before pitching 

HANNAH WHITISH career statistics   
Year G-GS Min FG-FGA Pct. 3P-3PA Pct. FT-FTA Pct. Off-Def Reb.-Avg. PF-D A TO Blk ST Pts-Avg.
2016-17 29-17 728 88-215 .409 57-140 .407 27-37 .730 10-62 72-2.5 26-0 85 46 4 28 260-9.0
2017-18 32-32 993 133-333 .399 73-192 .380 64-82 .780 11-118 129-4.0 47-1 150 77 5 41 403-12.6
Career 61-49 1,721 221-548 .403 130-332 .392 91-119 .765 21-180 201-3.2 73-1 235 123 9 69 663-10.9

3HANNAH WHITISH
5-9   Junior   Guard   Barneveld, Wisconsin (Barneveld)

Q&A WITH HANNAH
What was your favorite TV show as a kid? 
Rugrats.

What is your favorite vegetable?
Green gummy worms.

What is the best thing about Nebraska?
The fans.

When you're not competing what do you 
like to do?
Sleep.
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HANNAH WHITISH big ten conference statistics   
Year G-GS Min FG-FGA Pct. 3P-3PA Pct. FT-FTA Pct. Off-Def Reb.-Avg. PF-D A TO Blk ST Pts-Avg.
2016-17 16-16 486 59-138 .428 38-91 .418 21-28 .750 8-43 51-3.2 14-0 59 31 3 21 177-11.1
2017-18 16-16 508 66-154 .429 38-86 .442 28-38 .737 2-54 56-3.5 26-0 74 50 2 17 198-12.4
Career 32-32 994 125-292 .428 76-177 .429 49-66 .742 10-97 107-3.3 40-0 133 81 5 38 375-11.7

in 16 points and six assists to complete a 
season sweep of the Hawkeyes in Iowa City 
(Jan. 28). She also had 18 points and six assists 
against Washington State (Dec. 22), after going 
for 17 points, eight assists and five rebounds in 
a win over Florida Atlantic (Dec. 19).
 Whitish scored 17 points and pulled down 
a team-high seven rebounds to lead Nebraska 
to a victory over Michigan in the Big Ten 
Tournament quarterfinals (March 2). She also 
pumped in 17 points on 5-of-7 three-point 
shooting in a road win at Michigan State (Feb. 
14). She had 16 points and a game-high seven 
assists in a road win at Northwestern (Jan. 17), 
before putting up 16 points and five assists 
against No. 23 Michigan (Jan. 13). 
 She contributed 14 points and five assists 
in a road win at Minnesota (Dec. 31), before 
managing 14 points at No. 13 Maryland (Feb. 
25). Whitish closed the season with 12 points 
and a pair of threes against Arizona State 
(March 17) in the first round of the 2018 NCAA 
Tournament in Austin, Texas.
 

FRESHMAN (2016-17)
 Whitish played her best basketball down 
the stretch as a freshman, producing double 
figures in each of the last four games. She 
averaged 17.3 points, 3.5 rebounds, 4.5 assists 
and 1.3 steals while hitting 61 percent (25-41) 
of her shots, including 57.1 percent (16-28) 
from three-point range during the stretch.
 Her efforts helped Nebraska to wins over 
Indiana and Michigan State to close the year. 
In NU's regular-season finale against Michigan 
State (Feb. 26), Whitish erupted for a then-
career-high 24 points on 9-of-13 shooting, 
including 5-of-8 threes. She led the Huskers to 
a 76-74 upset of the NCAA Tournament-bound 
Spartans with her career-high five threes, while 
adding five rebounds, five assists and a steal in 
a then-career-high 44 minutes.
 Her effort against the Spartans followed 
18 points in a 67-64 win over Indiana (Feb. 9), 
when she hit 7-of-10 shots, including 4-of-6 
threes. She added six rebounds, four assists 
and two steals against the Hoosiers. Whitish 
was named the Big Ten Freshman of the Week 
(Feb. 20) following her effort against Indiana.
 Whitish closed the season by just missing 
a double-double, when she had 16 points and 
a career-high nine assists against Illinois in the 
Big Ten Tournament (March 1). She hit 6-of-11 
shots, including 4-of-7 threes, while adding 
five rebounds against the Illini.
 Whitish finished with averages of 9.0 
points, 2.5 rebounds, a team-best 2.9 assists. 
She led the Huskers with 57 threes, which 
ranked as the second-best total by a freshman 
in Nebraska history, trailing only Jordan 
Hooper's 67 in 2010-11. Whitish's 40.7 three-
point percentage was a freshman school record 
and tied for seventh overall in Husker history.
 Whitish started in all 16 Big Ten regular-
season games and the Big Ten Tournament. 

She played in all 29 games with 17 starts, 
scoring in double figures 13 times, including 
10 double-digit efforts in 16 regular-season 
conference games.
 In Big Ten play, Whitish ranked second 
on the team with 11.1 points per game, while 
leading Nebraska with 3.7 assists. She ranked 
second on the team with 1.3 steals per Big Ten 
game, while adding 3.2 rebounds. She also 
shot a sizzling 41.8 percent (38-91) from three-
point range, while knocking down 42.8 percent 
(59-138) of her shots overall and 75.0 percent 
(21-28) of her free throws.
 Whitish had 16 points on 4-of-9 three-
point shooting at Illinois (Jan. 15). She added 
four rebounds, two assists and two steals. 
She had 14 points at Michigan State (Jan. 7) 
when she also set a season high with three 
steals. She had 14 points at Iowa (Dec. 31), 
after scoring 12 points in her first career start 
against Northwestern (Dec. 28). She had 13 
points at Wisconsin (Feb. 9), when she also 
hit four threes. She had 12 points, six assists 
and five boards at No. 15 Ohio State. She 
added 11 points in a win over Rutgers (Jan. 
10). She had eight points and a career-high 
eight rebounds to go along with seven assists 
against Minnesota (Feb. 4).
 Whitish played key roles in NU’s first three 
wins of the season. She opened with seven 
points in a victory over UTRGV (Nov. 12), before 
producing 10 points in a win over defending 
Mountain West Conference Champion 
Colorado State in the Preseason WNIT (Nov. 
17). She added 10 points and five assists in a 
win over Omaha (Nov. 22). She led NU with 
nine points, while adding two rebounds and 
two assists against No. 1 UConn (Dec. 21).
 Whitish joined Nicea Eliely (7.7 ppg) as the 
first freshman duo at Nebraska to each average 
better than 7.0 points per game since Angie 
Miller (14.6 ppg) and Stacy Imming (9.9 ppg) 
combined for the feat in 1983-84.

BEFORE NEBRASKA
 Miss Basketball in the state of Wisconsin 
in 2016, Whitish was a four-time first-team 
WBCA all-state selection at Barneveld High 
School. As a senior, she averaged 24.2 points, 
5.2 rebounds, 4.0 assists and 4.5 steals to 
lead Barneveld to its fourth consecutive state 
championship game appearance and earn 
Wisconsin Gatorade Player-of-the-Year honors.
 Barneveld fell to Wisconsin Rapids 
Assumption in the 2016 title game, but finished 
with a 28-1 record to cap a 110-4 career record 
for Whitish. Barneveld won state titles in 2014 
and 2015 and was the state runner-up to 
Assumption in 2013 and 2016.
 Whitish hit 59 percent of her field goals 
including 48 percent of her threes for the 
Golden Eagles as a senior in 2015-16, finishing 
among the top 10 in Wisconsin state history in 
career scoring with well over 2,000 points.

 As a junior, Whitish averaged 21 points, 
3.9 rebounds, 5.1 assists and 4.6 steals to 
lead the Eagles to their second straight WIAA 
Division 5 state title. She hit 46 percent of her 
three-pointers while knocking down nearly 80 
percent of her free throws as a junior for Coach 
Jim Myers in 2014-15.
 As a sophomore in 2013-14, Whitish 
pumped in 17.1 points per game while 
powering Barneveld to the state championship. 
She added 15.0 points per game as a freshman, 
while leading the Eagles to a state runner-up 
finish in 2012-13.
 A four-time Wisconsin Basketball 
Association Division 5 All-State honoree, 
Whitish was also a four-time first-team All-Six 
Rivers Conference selection. She was the 2015 
and 2016 Six Rivers Conference Player of the 
Year.
 Whitish played her club basketball for 
Wisconsin Academy, earning a spot on the All-
Star Team at the U.S. Junior Nationals Midwest 
Qualifier in the summer of 2015.
 Whitish is the first Husker from the state 
of Wisconsin since 1994 Wisconsin Basketball 
Coaches Player of the Year Anna DeForge 
from Niagara. A four-year starter at Nebraska, 
DeForge went on to earn honorable-mention 
All-America honors for the Huskers as a senior 
in 1998, before being a two-time WNBA All-
Star.
 An outstanding all-around athlete, Whitish 
competed in track and field for Barneveld as a 
freshman and played softball as a sophomore 
in high school.

PERSONAL
 The daughter of Bob and Sherry Whitish, 
Hannah was born March 20, 1998, in Little 
Rock, Ark. She has a younger sister Jordyn, 
15. Hannah is majoring in management at 
Nebraska. She earned spots on the Tom 
Osborne Citizenship Team in 2017 and 2018.
 Whitish chose Nebraska over Wisconsin, 
Indiana, Illinois, Arkansas and Florida Gulf 
Coast.

WHITISH’S CAREER BESTS
Category Total  Game
Points 29  Drake (12/9/17)
 29  Kansas (12/6/17)
Rebounds 8 Penn State (2/22/18)
 8 Minnesota (2/4/17)
Assists 9 UMKC (11/14/17)
 9 Illinois (3/1/17)
Steals 4 Maryland (2/25/18)
Blocks 2 Maryland (3/3/18)
FGA 19 Drake (12/9/17)
FGM 9 Michigan State (2/26/17)
FTA 14 Kansas (12/6/17)
FTM 11 Kansas (12/6/17)
3-PT FGA 11 Three Times, most recent
 11 Illinois (1/10/18)
3-PT FGM 6 Illinois (1/10/18)
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HONORS & AWARDS
• Big Ten All-Defensive Team (2018)
• Big Ten All-Freshman Team (2018)
• Four-Time Big Ten Freshman of the Week
 (Nov. 13, Dec. 4, Dec. 11, Dec. 26, 2017)
• Nebraska Season Block Record (100, 2018)
• Nebraska Single-Game Block Record
 (11 vs. Florida Atlantic, Dec. 19, 2017)
• First Points-Rebounds-Blocks Triple-Double
 in School History - vs. FAU, Dec. 19, 2017
 (22 points, 14 rebounds, 11 blocks)
• Nebraska Conference Tournament Record
 Blocks in Game (7, vs. Michigan, March 2, 2018)
• No. 9 at Nebraska in Career Blocks (100)
• Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll
 (Fall 2017; Spring 2018)
• Tom Osborne Citizenship Team (2018)
• First-Team All-New York (USA Today, 2017)
• No. 82 Player in the Nation (ESPN, 2016)
• No. 10 Post in the Nation (ESPN, 2016)

OUTLOOK (2018-19)
 Kate Cain hopes to show some more 
offensive punch while continuing to supply 
dominant defense inside for the Huskers as a 
sophomore in 2018-19.
 The 6-5 center from Middletown, N.Y., 
anchored Nebraska's team turnaround as a 
true freshman, when she shattered the school 
record with 100 blocked shots, while leading 
the Big Red with 7.0 rebounds per game. She 
also pitched in 9.9 points per contest to earn 
spots on the Big Ten All-Defensive and Big Ten 
All-Freshman teams.
 "Kate has made visible strides this 
offseason and is playing with much more 
confidence," Nebraska Coach Amy Williams 
said. "We are so excited to watch as Kate 
continues to tap into her abilities. We believe 
she can be a real weapon at both ends of the 
court in our program."

FRESHMAN (2017-18)
 Cain made an instant impact by averaging 
9.9 points and team bests of 7.0 rebounds and 
3.1 blocks in 2017-18. She led the Big Ten and 
ranked among the top eight players nationally 
with a school-record 100 blocks on the season 
to help the Huskers lead the Big Ten in both 
field goal percentage defense and three-point 
field goal percentage defense.
 Cain started each of the last 31 games 
while playing in all 32 contests in 2017-18. 
Her performance earned her spots on the Big 
Ten All-Defensive Team and the Big Ten All-
Freshman Team. She was the only freshman or 
sophomore to make the five-player conference 
all-defensive unit.
 The four-time Big Ten Freshman of the 
Week produced a school-record performance 
against Florida Atlantic (Dec. 19) with 22 
points, 14 rebounds and a school-record 11 
blocks for the first points-rebounds-blocks 
triple-double in Nebraska history.

 Cain's 100 blocked shots smashed the 
school single-season mark and moved her to 
No. 9 on Nebraska's career block list. 
 In the Big Ten Tournament, she notched a 
school conference-tournament record seven 
rejections to help the Huskers power past No. 
24 Michigan in the quarterfinals. She added 
two more blocks against No. 17 Maryland in 
the semifinals to give her another Nebraska 

31KATE CAIN
6-5   Sophomore   Center   Middletown, New York (Pine Bush)

Q&A WITH KATE
What is your favorite TV show? 
The Office.

What are the greatest sources of inspiration 
in your life?
My family.

What is the best thing about Nebraska?
The fan base and our team.

What is your favorite professional team?
Washington Nationals.

KATE CAIN career statistics   
Year G-GS Min FG-FGA Pct. 3P-3PA Pct. FT-FTA Pct. Off-Def Reb.-Avg. PF-D A TO Blk ST Pts-Avg.
2017-18 32-31 831 146-258 .566 0-0 .000 24-56 .429 58-165 223-7.0 95-3 33 40 100 19 316-9.9
Career 32-31 831 146-258 .566 0-0 .000 24-56 .429 58-165 223-7.0 95-3 33 40 100 19 316-9.9
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KATE CAIN big ten conference statistics   
Year G-GS Min FG-FGA Pct. 3P-3PA Pct. FT-FTA Pct. Off-Def Reb.-Avg. PF-D A TO Blk ST Pts-Avg.
2017-18 16-16 432 72-127 .567 0-0 .000 11-27 .407 29-82 111-6.9 53-1 15 18 41 11 155-9.7
Career 16-16 432 72-127 .567 0-0 .000 11-27 .407 29-82 111-6.9 53-1 15 18 41 11 155-9.7

conference tournament record with nine blocks 
in a single tournament.
 Cain, who blocked at least one shot in each 
of her first 31 games, produced six games with 
five or more blocks, including the top three 
single-game totals by a freshman in Husker 
history. Prior to 2017-18, only two freshmen 
(Janet Smith, 6 vs. Oklahoma State, Jan. 12, 
1979) and Jeanne Boller (6 vs. Wichita State, 
Feb. 5, 1977) had ever recorded five blocks in 
a game in Nebraska history.
 Cain produced her fifth double-double 
with 14 points and 20 rebounds to go along 
with three blocks in a win over Penn State (Feb. 
22). Her 20 rebounds tied for the sixth-best 
total in Husker history. She helped Nebraska 
post a plus-29 team rebound margin against 
Penn State - the biggest margin against a 
conference opponent in Husker history.
 Cain added a double-double with 19 points 
and 14 rebounds in a road win at Drake (Dec. 
9). She added four blocks. Cain also notched 
a double-double with 16 points, 11 rebounds 
and three blocks against Arkansas Pine Bluff 
(Dec. 2). She recorded her first double-double 
with 12 points, 10 rebounds and four blocks in 

a win over Arkansas (Nov. 16).
 Cain finished with 15 double-figure scoring 
efforts, six double-digit rebound games and 
one double-figure block contest on the year. 
She played a big role in a road win at No. 25 
Rutgers with 14 points, eight rebounds and 
three blocks in front of dozens of friends and 
family in Piscataway, N.J.
 In her collegiate debut, Cain erupted for 
18 points and team highs of nine rebounds and 
three blocks off the bench in a win over SIU 
Edwardsville (Nov. 11).
 Cain and fellow freshman Taylor Kissinger 
(10.0 ppg) became the first Husker freshman 
duo to each average 9.9 or more points per 
game in the same season since Debra Powell 
and Crystal Coleman in 1981-82.
 
BEFORE NEBRASKA
 One of the top 100 players nationally in 
the 2017 high school senior class, Cain made 
her decision to join the Nebraska women's 
basketball program on June 23, 2017.
 Cain, who graduated from Pine Bush 
High School in New York, originally signed 
her National Letter of Intent with Delaware in 

November of 2016. Cain was released from 
her NLI after a coaching change at Delaware 
during the offseason. 
 As a senior, she was ranked as the No. 82 
overall player in the nation by ESPN, which had 
her ranked as the No. 10 prep post player in 
the country. 
 Cain was a finalist for Miss New York 
Basketball honors as a senior, when she 
averaged 25.2 points, 12.3 rebounds and 7.9 
blocks per game for Coach Bill Lacouara at 
Pine Bush High School. She was a first-team 
USA Today All-New York selection in 2016-
17. She averaged 24.3 points, 15.0 rebounds 
and 8.0 blocks per game as a junior. Cain, 
who hails from Middletown, N.Y., played her 
club basketball for Coach John Reilly and 
the Hudson Valley Elite AAU program. She 
also helped Pine Bush to the New York state 
volleyball finals.

PERSONAL
 The daughter of Tim and Alison Cain, 
Katherine (Kate) was born May 18, 1999. She 
has a strong family background in basketball.
 Kate's father graduated as the all-time 
leading scorer (1,872 points) in Manhattan 
College history. He was a two-time honorable-
mention All-American by The Sporting News, 
averaging 17.3 points per game during his 
career for the Jaspers.
 Kate's mother, Alison (Martinsky) Cain, was 
also a 1,000-point career scorer as a collegian 
at Fairfield, finishing with 1,071 points. She 
also ranked 10th in Fairfield history with 734 
career rebounds, while ranking second in 
Stags history with 268 blocks. Alison played 
professionally in Ireland.
 Kate's older brother, John, is a 6-10 starting 
left-handed pitcher for the Lafayette baseball 
team. She also has a younger brother, Chris.
 Kate is a management major and earned 
spots on the Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor 
Roll in both the fall and spring semesters of 
2017-18. She was also a member of the Tom 
Osborne Citizenship Team in 2018.

CAIN’S CAREER BESTS
Category Total  Game
Points 22  Florida Atlantic (12/19/17)
Rebounds 20 Penn State (2/22/18)
Assists 3 Four Times, most recent
 3 Indiana (2/17/18)
Steals 2 Three Times, most recent
 2 Wisconsin (2/11/18)
Blocks 11 Florida Atlantic (12/19/17)
FGA 16 Florida Atlantic (12/19/17)
FGM 10 Florida Atlantic (12/19/17)
FTA 7 Arkansas (11/16/17)
FTM 4 Arkansas (11/16/17)
3-PT FGA 0 None
3-PT FGM 0 None
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HONORS & AWARDS
• Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll
 (Fall 2017; Spring 2018)
• Tom Osborne Citizenship Team (2018)
• No. 26 Player in the Nation 
 (Prospects Nation, 2016)
• No. 38 Player in the Nation (ESPN, 2016)
• No. 44 Player in the Nation (Blue Star, 2016)
• All-Nebraska (First Team, USA Today, 2016)
• Nebraska Super-State 
 (Second Team, Lincoln Journal Star, 2016)
 (Third Team, Lincoln Journal Star, 2015)
• All-Nebraska 
 (Third Team, Omaha World-Herald, 2016)
• Nebraska Class C-1 (First Team, 2015, 2016, 2017)

OUTLOOK (2018-19)
 One of Nebraska's most dangerous 
offensive threats, Taylor Kissinger averaged 
double figures despite missing six games and 
being limited for much of her freshman season 
by injuries. Despite the first-year challenges, 
the 6-1 guard/forward from Minden, Neb., 
was a major contributor to Nebraska's nation-
leading 14-game improvement in the win 
column and a run to the NCAA Tournament in 
2017-18.
 Kissinger has enjoyed a solid offseason to 
position herself and the Huskers for growth.
 "After a strong freshman season, Taylor's 
focus for the offseason was to attack her 
strength and conditioning to improve her 
agility, mobility and durability," Nebraska 
Coach Amy Williams said. "We are extremely 
happy with the growth she has made both in 
the weight room and on the basketball court."

FRESHMAN (2017-18)
 Kissinger made an instant impact on the 
Nebraska roster as a freshman in 2017-18,  
averaging a team-best 14.0 points per game 

through NU's first seven contests before 
suffering a knee injury late in a one-point 
loss to Clemson (Nov. 30). She then missed 
six consecutive games for the Huskers to 
close non-conference play, including a loss to 
Washington State (Dec. 22).
 Kissinger helped the Huskers jump to 
a 3-0 start by averaging 16.0 points and 4.7 
rebounds through three games, including 
career highs with 25 points and eight rebounds 
in a win over Arkansas (Nov. 16). She added 18 
points in a win over UMKC (Nov. 14), before 
producing double figures in three straight 
games capped by 17 points and six rebounds 
against Clemson (Nov. 30).
 Kissinger, who missed nearly three weeks 
of practice, returned to the court after just two 
practices to open Big Ten play against No. 
12 Ohio State (Dec. 28). She managed eight 
points in 15 minutes against the Buckeyes, and 
gradually saw her playing time increase during 
Big Ten play. However, she played just eight 
minutes while battling the flu in Nebraska's 
overtime loss to No. 23 Michigan (Jan. 16).
 For the season, Kissinger averaged 10.0 
points, 4.1 rebounds and 1.4 assists in 25 
games with seven starts. She shot 40.8 percent 

from the field, including 36.2 percent from 
three-point range, while knocking down 71.7 
percent of her free throws. She joined Kate Cain 
(9.9 ppg) as the first pair of Husker freshmen to 
both average 9.9 points per game since Debra 
Powell and Crystal Coleman in 1981-82.
 In Big Ten play, Kissinger averaged 8.6 
points, 4.1 rebounds and 1.3 assists in 19.4 
minutes per game off the bench.
 Kissinger produced 12 double-figure 
scoring efforts in 25 contests, including six 
in Big Ten play. She put up double digits in 

TAYLOR KISSINGER career statistics   
Year G-GS Min FG-FGA Pct. 3P-3PA Pct. FT-FTA Pct. Off-Def Reb.-Avg. PF-D A TO Blk ST Pts-Avg.
2017-18 25-7 532 84-206 .408 50-138 .362 33-46 .717 37-66 103-4.1 36-0 36 41 13 11 251-10.0
Career 25-7 532 84-206 .408 50-138 .362 33-46 .717 37-66 103-4.1 36-0 36 41 13 11 251-10.0

33TAYLOR KISSINGER
6-1   Sophomore   Guard/Forward   Minden, Nebraska (Minden)

Q&A WITH TAYLOR
What is your favorite TV show? 
America's Got Talent.

What are your pregame rituals?
Getting nervous.

What superpower do you wish you had?
Teleportation.

What has been your most rewarding 
community service experience?
"Husker Heroes" when we spend time with 
special needs kids having fun on the field at 
Memorial Stadium.
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four straight games beginning with 18 points 
against No. 11 Maryland (Feb. 4), before back-
to-back 11-point games in wins over Wisconsin 
(Feb. 11) and at Michigan State (Feb. 14). She 
also scored 10 points at Indiana (Feb. 17).
 Kissinger hit 50 threes to rank among the 
top five freshman totals in Nebraska history. 
Her 36.2 three-point shooting percentage 
ranked her among the top 10 in the Big Ten.
 Kissinger suffered an upper body sprain 
early in the first quarter in a loss at No. 13 
Maryland (Feb. 25) to close the regular season. 
The injury kept her out of Nebraska's win 
over Michigan in the Big Ten Tournament 
quarterfinals (March 2). She returned to the 
court in a limited role against the Terps in the 
Big Ten Tournament semifinals (March 3). 
 She closed the season by scoring 15 
points on 5-of-12 shooting with a pair of threes 
against Arizona State (March 17) in the first 
round of the NCAA Tournament in Austin, 
Texas. She also grabbed four rebounds against 
the Sun Devils.

BEFORE NEBRASKA
 A three-time first-team Class C-1 all-stater 
(2015, 2016, 2017), Kissinger earned first-team 
Super-State honors from the Lincoln Journal 
Star as a senior in 2017. She averaged 24.2 
points and 9.0 rebounds despite recovering 
from a wrist injury. She was the honorary 
captain of the Journal Star's Class C-1 team. 
 Kissinger finished her high school career 
with 1,751 points, despite missing a combined 
27 games as a junior and senior because 
of wrist injuries. She added 611 rebounds, 
310 assists and 202 career steals. She hit 53 
percent of her field goal attempts, including 
37 percent of her career three attempts, while 
knocking down 78 percent of her free throws. 
She was one of five players on the 2016 USA 
Today High School Sports All-Nebraska team.
 As a junior at Minden High School, Kissinger 
averaged 28.8 points and 8.2 rebounds for the 
Whippets following her return to the court 
from a broken wrist. She earned second-team 
Super-State honors from the Journal Star. She 

was also a second-team All-Nebraska pick by 
the Omaha World-Herald in both 2016 and 
2017. In 2015, Kissinger became the first 
sophomore in history to be named the Kearney 
Hub Territory Player of the Year after averaging 
25.6 points and 10.0 rebounds. She was a 
third-team All-Nebraska choice by the World-
Herald in 2015.
 Kissinger claimed second-team Class 
C-1 all-state honors as a freshman in 2014 
after averaging 16.8 points and 5.7 rebounds 
per game. She also tied a Nebraska state 
tournament record by knocking down seven 
three-pointers in an opening-round win over 
Lincoln Lutheran.
 Kissinger played her club basketball for 
the All-Iowa Attack in 2015-16, after previously 
playing for the Cornhusker Shooting Stars. She 
was invited to compete in the USA Basketball 
U16 National Team Trials in Colorado Springs. 
She chose Nebraska over Oklahoma State 
and Creighton. She also received offers from 
Arizona State, Louisville, Iowa, Iowa State and 
Illinois among others.

PERSONAL
 The daughter of Brian and Amy Kissinger, 
Taylor was born March 10, 1999. Her parents 
were both collegiate student-athletes, with 
Brian playing basketball and Amy playing 
volleyball at NCAA Division II Nebraska-
Kearney. Kissinger's older twin sisters have 
both been Division I guards, with Brooke 
entering her third year at Creighton after 
spending her first two seasons at Illinois, and 
Jamie completing her eligibility at San Diego 
in 2017-18. Taylor's brother Derek played 
college basketball at NAIA Hastings College.
 A mathematics education major, Taylor 
earned spots on the Nebraska Scholar-Athlete 
Honor Roll in the fall and spring semesters 
of 2017-18. She was a member of the Tom 
Osborne Citizenship Team in 2018.
 Kissinger said she chose Nebraska because 
of her familiarity with the program. “The more 
I got to know Coach Williams and her staff, the 
more comfortable I got, and I just really like the 
staff,” Kissinger said. “When I was a little kid I 
always thought about playing for the Huskers, 
so I want to make my dreams come true.”

TAYLOR KISSINGER big ten conference statistics   
Year G-GS Min FG-FGA Pct. 3P-3PA Pct. FT-FTA Pct. Off-Def Reb.-Avg. PF-D A TO Blk ST Pts-Avg.
2017-18 16-0 311 44-114 .386 27-77 .351 23-28 .821 25-41 66-4.1 16-0 21 20 9 3 138-8.6
Career 16-0 311 44-114 .386 27-77 .351 23-28 .821 25-41 66-4.1 16-0 21 20 9 3 138-8.6

KISSINGER’S CAREER BESTS
Category Total  Game
Points 25  Arkansas (11/16/17)
Rebounds 10 Indiana (2/17/18)
Assists 4 Arkansas (11/16/17)
Steals 3 Buffalo (11/23/17)
Blocks 2 Purdue (1/24/18)
 2 Creighton (11/19/17)
FGA 15 Arkansas (11/16/17)
FGM 9 Arkansas (11/16/17)
FTA 6 Iowa (1/16/18)
FTM 5 Indiana (2/17/18)
3-PT FGA 14 Buffalo (11/23/17)
3-PT FGM 5 Coastal Carolina (11/24/17)
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HONORS & AWARDS
• No. 21 Forward in the Nation (ESPN, 2017)
• IBCA Supreme 15 Underclass All-State (2017)
• Indiana Class 4A All-State (2nd Team, 2016)
• Indiana Class 4A All-State (HM, 2015)
• IBCA State Player of the Week (Nov. 6, 2017)

OUTLOOK (2018-19)
 One of the top players in Indiana, Leigha 
Brown (pronounced LEE-uh) averaged 28.0 
points, 11.5 rebounds and 5.0 assists as a 
senior at DeKalb High School in 2017-18. 

 Brown's huge production as a senior 
followed a junior season when she put up 22.9 
points, 10.8 rebounds and 2.9 assists to earn 
Indiana Basketball Coaches Association (IBCA) 
Supreme 15 Underclass All-State honors.
 The 6-1 forward was a second-team Class 
4A all-stater after averaging 17.9 points, 
8.4 rebounds and 3.3 assists per game as a 
sophomore in 2015-16. She added honorable-
mention all-state recognition as a freshman 
when she captured the first of four straight first-
team all-area honors. She was also ranked as 
the No. 21 forward nationally by ESPN. 
 “We are so excited for all that Leigha will 
bring to our program. She is a versatile guard 
with good size and has the ability to score at all 
three levels,” Nebraska Coach Amy Williams 
said. “She understands how to work and fits 
the culture we are establishing at Nebraska. 
Each time Leigha steps on the court, she 
plays like she has something to prove, and we 
will welcome that sense of urgency into our 
program.”
 

BEFORE NEBRASKA
 Brown averaged 28.0 points, 11.5 rebounds, 
5.0 assists, 1.7 steals and 1.4 blocks per game 
as a senior at DeKalb High School in 2017-18. It 
followed her junior season when she averaged 
22.9 points, 10.8 rebounds, 2.9 assists and 1.2 

blocks for Coach Brett Eltzroth in 2016-17 on 
her way to IBCA Supreme 15 Underclass All-
State honors. She earned second-team Class 
4A all-state honors after averaging 17.9 points, 
8.4 rebounds and 3.3 assists per game as a 
sophomore in 2015-16. She was honorable-
mention all-state as a freshman in 2014-15.
 Brown closed her high school career with 
1,798 points, 810 rebounds, 325 assists and 
161 steals and 86 blocked shots. In the first 
game of her senior season, Brown notched a 
triple-double with 34 points, 20 rebounds and 
10 assists. Her second game as a senior, she 

32LEIGHA BROWN
6-1   Freshman   Forward   Auburn, Indiana (DeKalb)

Q&A WITH LEIGHA
What as your favorite TV show as a child?
Bachelor in Paradise.

What is your favorite sports movie?
Space Jam.

What is your favorite professional team?
Los Angeles Sparks.

What superpower would you wish for?
Invisibility.

What is the best thing about Nebraska?
The atmosphere and the fans.
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erupted for a career-high 53 points to go along 
with 24 rebounds in a win over Lakeland High 
School on Nov. 3. 
 Her 53-point performance ranked second 
in DeKalb history, just four points shy of the 
school record held by MaChelle Joseph, who 
is Georgia Tech’s current head coach, Purdue’s 
all-time leading scorer, the 1992 Big Ten Player 

of the Year and a first-team All-American.
 Brown played her club basketball for Always 
100 coached by Julius Smith.

PERSONAL
 The daughter of Jenese Brown and Nate 
Brown, Leigha was born July 14, 2000 in 
Auburn, Ind. She has a younger sister, Jayla. 

Leigha is majoring in management at Nebraska.
 She chose Nebraska over Xavier, Belmont, 
Western Michigan, Wright State, Indiana State, 
Youngstown State, American and IUPUI.
 “I believe it is a perfect fit for me,” Brown 
said. “The coaching staff, fans and the 
opportunities that the school provides were 
exactly what I was looking for in a school.” 
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HONORS & AWARDS
• No. 122 Player in the Nation 
 (Prospects Nation, 2018)
• No. 125 Player in the Nation (Blue Star, 2018)
• No. 28 Guard in the Nation (ESPN, 2018)
• First-Team Minnesota Class 4A All-State (2017)

OUTLOOK (2018-19)
 An outstanding all-around athlete, Sam 
Haiby (pronounced HY-bee) was ranked as one 
of the top 125 players in the nation by both 
Blue Star and Prospects Nation. She was also 
the No. 28 guard in the nation according to 
ESPN.
 Despite those rankings, Nebraska coaches 
feel that Haiby flew relatively under the 
national recruiting radar. Haiby produced a 
big junior season by averaging 22.1 points, 7.6 
rebounds, 4.4 assists and 4.1 steals in 2016-17.
 The 5-9 point guard at Moorhead High 
School capped her career by averaging 25.1 
points, 7.1 rebounds and 5.3 assists despite 
battling an early season knee injury as a senior. 
She became one of Minnesota's most recent 
2,000-point career scorers.
 “Sam has a great feel for the game. Her 
athleticism and explosiveness allow her to 
make plays for herself and others,” Nebraska 
Coach Amy Williams said. “She has incredible 
potential on the defensive side of the 
basketball, as she has deceptive length and 
quickness. Her experience with her high school 
and summer programs have prepared her to 
play at the next level.”
 

BEFORE NEBRASKA
 Haiby was ranked as the No. 122 player in 
the country by Prospects Nation and the No. 
125 player in the nation by Blue Star. She was 
also ranked as the No. 28 guard in the country 
by ESPN.
 She overcame an early season knee 
injury as a senior to average 25.1 points, 7.1 
rebounds and 5.3 assists per game, including 
a monstrous 46-point performance in a 54-49 
win over White Bear Lake on Dec. 10, 2017. 
It followed a 45-point effort in a win over 
Brainerd on Nov. 28. Haiby finished her high 

school career with more than 2,000 points. As a 
junior, she averaged 22.1 points, 7.6 rebounds, 
4.4 assists and 4.1 steals, including a huge 
44-point performance against Fargo Shanley 
on Jan. 17, 2017. A first-team Minnesota 
Class 4A selection for Coach Jed Carlson at 
Moorhead, Haiby finished her junior season 
with 1,856 career points.
 Haiby played her club basketball alongside 
Husker teammate Kayla Mershon for North 
Tartan and Coach Gerard Coury. Haiby was a 
part of five consecutive Minnesota State AAU 
championships with North Tartan.
 In addition to playing basketball, Haiby was 
a starting shortstop and pitcher on Moorhead 
High School’s baseball team in the spring of 
2017. She was the first pitcher to ever throw 
a pitch in U.S. Bank Stadium in Minneapolis, 
taking the mound for the Spuds against the 
Sartell Sabres at the home of the Minnesota 
Vikings and Super Bowl LII in the Twin Cities. 

She also became the first female in history to 
pitch a scoreless inning in a Minnesota High 
School boys baseball game in the spring of 
2017.

4SAM HAIBY
5-9   Freshman   Guard   Moorhead, Minnesota (Moorhead)

Q&A WITH SAM
What was your favorite TV show as a child?
Drake & Josh.

What is your favorite sports movie?
The Sandlot.

What is your favorite professional team?
St. Louis Blues.

When you're not competing what do you 
like to do?
I like to go snowboarding. I also enjoy playing 
hockey and I am a certified SCUBA diver.
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PERSONAL
 The daughter of Jay Haiby and Janet Haiby, 
Samantha Rae Brianna Haiby was born Sept. 
25, 1999 in St. Louis, Mo. She has an older 
brother, Andrew. She has not declared a major.

 Sam is a friend of current Nebraska 
soccer player Allison Ulness, who was also a 
Moorhead Spud. Haiby, who chose Nebraska 
over Minnesota, Arizona, Creighton, North 
Dakota State, South Dakota and South Dakota 

State, said she chose Nebraska because of the 
overall feel of the program.
 “It felt like home,” Haiby said. “I formed 
a great relationship with the coaches, and the 
support from Husker Nation is unbelievable.”
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HONORS & AWARDS
• No. 132 Player in the Nation 
 (Prospects Nation, 2018)
• No. 14 Wing in the Nation (ESPN)
• USA Basketball Team Tryout (2016)

OUTLOOK (2018-19)
 Kayla Mershon (pronounced MER-shawn) 
will come to Lincoln as one of the top players 
in the state of Minnesota. The 6-3 forward from 
Chanhassen, Minn., was Nebraska’s second 

commit in the class, making her plans known to 
attend Nebraska in February of 2017. Mershon 
was ranked as the No. 132 overall player in the 
nation by Prospects Nation and the No. 14 
wing nationally by ESPN.
 As a senior, Mershon averaged 12.7 points, 
9.1 rebounds, 1.8 assists, 1.2 steals and 1.5 
blocks at Minnetonka High School. It followed 
a junior season in which she averaged 12 
points and 10 rebounds. As a sophomore, she 
helped Minnetonka High School to its first-ever 
state championship in 2016. 
 “Kayla Mershon has great length and a 
strong all-around skill-set, and we are excited 
about her versatility,” Nebraska Coach Amy 
Williams said. “Kayla has shown some unique 
natural gifts, but she is also a tremendous 
worker and has a great attitude. She has 
played for a state championship high school 
team, and an extremely competitive summer 
team, and she is eager to compete at the 
highest level. We can’t wait to see all she will 
accomplish here in a Husker uniform.”
 

BEFORE NEBRASKA
 A six-time high school basketball 
letterwinner, Mershon was a four-time first-
team All-Lake Conference selection for Coach 
Leah Dasovich. Mershon averaged 12 points 

and 10 rebounds per game as a junior in 2016-
17. She helped Minnetonka to its first-ever girls 
basketball state title in 2016.
 She capped her high school career by 
averaging 12.7 points, 9.1 rebounds, 1.8 
assists, 1.2 steals and 1.5 blocks as a senior at 
Minnetonka.
 She was ranked as the No. 132 overall 
player in the country by Prospects Nation and 
was rated as the No. 14 wing nationally by 
ESPN.

44KAYLA MERSHON
6-3   Freshman   Forward   Chanhassen, Minnesota (Minnetonka)

Q&A WITH KAYLA
What is your favorite meal? 
Pasta.

Do you have any pregame rituals?
I used to eat a Pop Tart before every game.

What is the best thing about Nebraska?
The town, the fans and the facilities.

When you're not competing what do you 
like to do?
I like to watch NetFlix, color, eat and hang out 
with my friends. I also love to go fishing. I have 
also been bear hunting.
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 Mershon also has played club basketball 
at the highest level for Coach Gerard Coury 
and the North Tartan program, which won the 
Minnesota State AAU title seven years in a row. 
She was named to the all-tournament team at 
the Georgia Super Showcase. 
 She was also invited to Nike All-American 
National Elite Camp in 2014, and advanced to 
the second round of tryouts for USA Basketball 
in 2016. She also has competed internationally 

with North Tartan in Europe against national 
teams from France and the Netherlands.

PERSONAL
 The daughter of Rick and Leslie Mershon, 
Kayla was born May 30, 1999, in Royal Oak, 
Mich. She has two sisters, Lauren and Ally. 
Kayla is majoring in marketing at Nebraska.
 Kayla chose Nebraska over Indiana, Iowa, 
Arkansas, Oregon, DePaul, Utah, Minnesota, 

Princeton, Wake Forest, Colorado, Creighton, 
Saint Louis, Drake and South Dakota State.
 “I chose Nebraska because I felt most at 
‘home’ when I visited,” Mershon said. “The 
coaches and players are amazing, the campus 
itself is beautiful, and I love the Haymarket area 
right next to it. Not to mention the fan support 
is insane, and I can’t wait to be a Husker.”
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HONORS & AWARDS
• No. 55 Player in the Nation (Blue Star, 2018)
• No. 66 Player in the Nation (Prospects Nation, 2018)
• No. 68 Player in the Nation (ESPN, 2018)
• No. 9 Forward in the Nation (ESPN, 2018)
• Iowa Class 2A Player of the Year (IBCA, 2017)
• Captain of Iowa Class 2A 
 All-Tournament Team (2017)
• First-Team Iowa Class 2A All-State 
 (Coaches, 2016, 2017, 2018)
• Iowa Elite All-State Volleyball 
 (All Classes, 1 of 9, 2017)
• First-Team Iowa Class 2A All-State Volleyball
 (2016, 2017)
• Iowa Class 2A All-Tournament Volleyball Team
 (2015, 2016, 2017)

OUTLOOK (2018-19)
 The first commitment to the Huskers in 
their 2018 signing class, Ashtyn Veerbeek 
(pronounced VER-beek) made her commitment 
to Nebraska in December of 2016. 
 The 6-2 forward out of Western Christian 
High School in Sioux Center, Iowa, was ranked 
as the No. 55 player in the nation by Blue Star, 
No. 66 by Prospects Nation and No. 68 by 
ESPN, which also ranked Veerbeek as the No. 
9 forward in the Class of 2018. 
 Veerbeek, who was a two-time first-team 
Iowa Class 2A all-stater in 2017 and 2018, 
comes to Nebraska from the same high school 
that produced Husker volleyball All-American 
and U.S. Olympian Nancy Metcalf Meendering. 
 Veerbeek put the finishing touches on 
an outstanding high school career by being 
named first-team all-state in both basketball 
and volleyball for the second straight year. 
On the basketball court, Veerbeek broke the 
Western Christian single-season scoring record 
for the second straight year with 619 points, 
after scoring 592 points as a junior. 
 Her point total as a senior ranked third 
among all players in the state of Iowa, while 
her 346 rebounds led the state. She added 86 
blocks to rank eighth across all classes in Iowa. 
 As a senior, she averaged 25.8 points and 
14.4 rebounds per game.

 “We have known Ashtyn for a long time 
and we are so excited she was the first player 
to commit to this class,” Nebraska Coach Amy 
Williams said. “She is a strong, yet agile athlete 
who is an extremely talented basketball and 
volleyball player. She is a fierce competitor who 
simply knows how to win. She really exploded 
onto the national scene this past summer, 
competing at a very high level with her club 
program. She understands what it means to 
work hard, and we are looking forward to the 
growth she will make at Nebraska.” 

BEFORE NEBRASKA
 Veerbeek led Western Christian to the Iowa 
Class 2A state title in 2017 by averaging 22.8 
points and 11.1 rebounds per game while 
shooting 80.3 percent from the free throw line 
as a junior for Coach Justin Negen. 
 Veerbeek was the Iowa Basketball Coaches 

Association Class 2A Player of the Year and the 
captain of the Class 2A All-Tournament team 
while leading the Wolfpack to the 2017 state 
title. She was a first-team all-state selection by 
the Iowa Girls Coaches Association and the 
Des Moines Register while also being named 
the Sioux City Journal Player of the Year.

13
Q&A WITH ASHTYN
What is your favorite meal? 
Steak.

What is your favorite professional team?
LeBron's team.

What is the best thing about Nebraska?
The people.

What are the greatest sources of inspiration 
in your life?
My parents.

ASHTYN VEERBEEK
6-2   Freshman   Forward   Sioux Center, Iowa (Western Christian)
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 She put up even bigger numbers as a 
senior for Western Christian, averaging 25.8 
points and 14.4 rebounds per game. Her 
346 rebounds led the state of Iowa, while her 
school-record 619 points broke her previous 
record (592, 2016-17) and ranked third in the 
state in 2017-18. Veerbeek's 86 blocked shots 
as a senior ranked eighth in the state across all 
classes. She shot 52.2 percent from the field, 
including 34.7 percent from three-point range, 
while knocking down 81.1 percent of her free 
throws as a senior.
 Veerbeek finished her career with 1,871 
points, 1,041 rebounds, 227 blocks, 203 assists 
and 99 steals. After earning Class 2A all-state 
honors as a senior, she was named one of the 
50 greatest Iowa high school girls players of all 
time by the Des Moines Register.
 She was ranked as the No. 55 player in 
the nation by Blue Star, No. 66 by Prospects 
Nation and No. 68 by ESPN, which also ranked 
Veerbeek as the No. 9 forward in the Class of 
2018.

 As a sophomore in 2015-16, Veerbeek 
averaged 15.7 points and 9.3 rebounds while 
hitting 82.2 percent of her free throws. She 
helped the Wolfpack to a state runner-up 
finish while earning a spot on the Class 2A 
All-Tournament team. She was a first-team 
all-state selection by the IGCA and the Iowa 
Newspaper Association.
 In 2014-15, she contributed 9.1 points and 
6.0 rebounds per game for a Western Christian 
team that advanced to the Class 2A state 
semifinals. 
 She played her club basketball for the All 
Iowa Attack under Coach Dickson Jensen.
 Veerbeek is also a four-time volleyball 
letterwinner who helped Western Christian 
to a pair of state volleyball titles. She was a a 
two-time first-team Class 2A all-state selection 
in volleyball and a three-time member of the 
Class 2A All-Tournament team. She was also 
named an Elite All-State selection (1 of 9, all 
classes) as a senior when she led Western 
Christian to a runner-up finish. 

 A solid student, Ashtyn was a member 
of National Honor Society and an honor roll 
student. 

PERSONAL
 The daughter of Ron and Tammi Veerbeek, 
Ashtyn was born on Feb. 15, 2000. She has 
two younger brothers, Trey and Chase. She is 
majoring in marketing at Nebraska.
 Ashtyn's mother, Tammi, is the head 
volleyball coach at Western Christian. A 
volleyball powerhouse, Western Christian has 
advanced to 17 consecutive state semifinal 
appearances and owns 16 all-time state 
volleyball titles.
 She chose Nebraska over Iowa, South 
Dakota State, South Dakota, Creighton, Drake, 
Arizona State and Missouri.
 “I chose Nebraska because the coaching 
staff is one of kind and genuinely cares about 
me as a person,” Veerbeek said. “The top-
notch facilities and fan support are incredible, 
and it just felt like home.”
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Leigha Brown
6-1, Freshman, Forward

Auburn, Indiana

Kayla Mershon
6-3, Freshman, Forward
Chanhassen, Minnesota

Sam Haiby
5-9, Freshman, Guard
Moorhead, Minnesota

NEBRASKA RADIO & TV ROSTER

Kristian Hudson
5-5, Senior, Guard

Birmingham, Alabama

Ashtyn Veerbeek
6-2, Freshman, Forward

Sioux Center, Iowa

Maddie Simon
6-2, Senior, Forward
Lincoln, Nebraska

Hannah Whitish
5-9, Junior, Guard

Barneveld, Wisconsin

Katie Adams
Video Coordinator

Fourth Season

Nicea Eliely
6-1, Junior, Guard

Colorado Springs, Colorado

Chuck Love
Assistant Coach

Third Season

Tom Goehle
Assistant Coach

Third Season

Amanda Hart
Director of Operations

Third Season

Amy Williams
Head Coach
Third Season

Tandem Mays
Assistant Coach

Third Season
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Taylor Kissinger
6-1, Sophomore, Guard/Forward

Minden, Nebraska

Kate Cain
6-5, Sophomore, Center
Middletown, New York

3331

Ashley Rudolph
Athletic Trainer
Third Season

Stuart Hart
Strength & Conditioning Coach

Second Season

Grace Mitchell
6-2, Junior, Forward
Wellington, Kansas

14


