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HONORS & AWARDS
• No. 122 Player in the Nation 
 (Prospects Nation, 2018)
• No. 125 Player in the Nation (Blue Star, 2018)
• No. 28 Guard in the Nation (ESPN, 2018)
• First-Team Minnesota Class 4A All-State (2017)

OUTLOOK (2018-19)
 An outstanding all-around athlete, Sam 
Haiby (pronounced HY-bee) was ranked as one 
of the top 125 players in the nation by both 
Blue Star and Prospects Nation. She was also 
the No. 28 guard in the nation according to 
ESPN.
 Despite those rankings, Nebraska coaches 
feel that Haiby flew relatively under the 
national recruiting radar. Haiby produced a 
big junior season by averaging 22.1 points, 7.6 
rebounds, 4.4 assists and 4.1 steals in 2016-17.
 The 5-9 point guard at Moorhead High 
School capped her career by averaging 25.1 
points, 7.1 rebounds and 5.3 assists despite 
battling an early season knee injury as a senior. 
She became one of Minnesota's most recent 
2,000-point career scorers.
 “Sam has a great feel for the game. Her 
athleticism and explosiveness allow her to 
make plays for herself and others,” Nebraska 
Coach Amy Williams said. “She has incredible 
potential on the defensive side of the 
basketball, as she has deceptive length and 
quickness. Her experience with her high school 
and summer programs have prepared her to 
play at the next level.”
 

BEFORE NEBRASKA
 Haiby was ranked as the No. 122 player in 
the country by Prospects Nation and the No. 
125 player in the nation by Blue Star. She was 
also ranked as the No. 28 guard in the country 
by ESPN.
 She overcame an early season knee 
injury as a senior to average 25.1 points, 7.1 
rebounds and 5.3 assists per game, including 
a monstrous 46-point performance in a 54-49 
win over White Bear Lake on Dec. 10, 2017. 
It followed a 45-point effort in a win over 
Brainerd on Nov. 28. Haiby finished her high 

school career with more than 2,000 points. As a 
junior, she averaged 22.1 points, 7.6 rebounds, 
4.4 assists and 4.1 steals, including a huge 
44-point performance against Fargo Shanley 
on Jan. 17, 2017. A first-team Minnesota 
Class 4A selection for Coach Jed Carlson at 
Moorhead, Haiby finished her junior season 
with 1,856 career points.
 Haiby played her club basketball alongside 
Husker teammate Kayla Mershon for North 
Tartan and Coach Gerard Coury. Haiby was a 
part of five consecutive Minnesota State AAU 
championships with North Tartan.
 In addition to playing basketball, Haiby was 
a starting shortstop and pitcher on Moorhead 
High School’s baseball team in the spring of 
2017. She was the first pitcher to ever throw 
a pitch in U.S. Bank Stadium in Minneapolis, 
taking the mound for the Spuds against the 
Sartell Sabres at the home of the Minnesota 
Vikings and Super Bowl LII in the Twin Cities. 

She also became the first female in history to 
pitch a scoreless inning in a Minnesota High 
School boys baseball game in the spring of 
2017.

4SAM HAIBY
5-9   Freshman   Guard   Moorhead, Minnesota (Moorhead)

Q&A WITH SAM
What was your favorite TV show as a child?
Drake & Josh.

What is your favorite sports movie?
The Sandlot.

What is your favorite professional team?
St. Louis Blues.

When you're not competing what do you 
like to do?
I like to go snowboarding. I also enjoy playing 
hockey and I am a certified SCUBA diver.
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PERSONAL
 The daughter of Jay Haiby and Janet Haiby, 
Samantha Rae Brianna Haiby was born Sept. 
25, 1999 in St. Louis, Mo. She has an older 
brother, Andrew. She has not declared a major.

 Sam is a friend of current Nebraska 
soccer player Allison Ulness, who was also a 
Moorhead Spud. Haiby, who chose Nebraska 
over Minnesota, Arizona, Creighton, North 
Dakota State, South Dakota and South Dakota 

State, said she chose Nebraska because of the 
overall feel of the program.
 “It felt like home,” Haiby said. “I formed 
a great relationship with the coaches, and the 
support from Husker Nation is unbelievable.”


