
John Walker - Head Coach
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have made NCAA Sweet 16 appearances in eight of the last 
12 years, including two trips to the Elite Eight. They have 
compiled a remarkable 190-55-16 record over the last 12 
seasons and have won three Big 12 regular-season crowns 
and fi ve Big 12 Tournament titles. NU swept both conference 
titles in 1996, 1999 and 2000.

In 1999, Nebraska enjoyed its best season in the program’s 
14-year history, running to a 22-1-2 fi nal record, a Big 12 
regular-season title and a Big 12 Tournament crown. The 
Huskers missed their fi rst trip to the NCAA Women’s College 
Cup (semifi nals) by the narrowest of margins, as Notre Dame 
advanced on sudden death penalty kicks, 4-3, after one of the 
greatest matches in NCAA Tournament history. 

Walker and the Huskers have also made Nebraska 
women’s soccer one of the hottest tickets in the nation. In 
1999, the Huskers set a school single-season record and 
ranked among the top fi ve teams in the nation, averaging 
1,529 fans per game, including a then school-record 
attendance of 3,702 fans in the NCAA quarterfi nals against 
Notre Dame. Over the past fi ve seasons, the Huskers have 
averaged nearly 900 fans per home contest. In 2002, NU 
rewrote the single-game attendance record, when 4,830 
fans attended the Nebraska vs. North Carolina contest 
to open the season. In 2004, more than 10,000 fans saw 
the Huskers play in their fi nal season at the Abbott Sports 
Complex, including 3,620 in the home opener against the 
Tar Heels. In 2005, Walker and the Huskers moved on 
campus for the fi rst time in school history, allowing a more 
convenient location for players and fans.

Walker in the NCAA Record Books

Division I All-Time Winningest Coaches By Percentage
(Minimum 10 years as a Division I head coach; includes all victories as coach at a four-year institution)
Coach, Team Yrs. Won Lost Tied Pct.
1. Anson Dorrance, North Carolina 29 648 32 19 .941*
2. Clive Charles, Portland 14 226 52 13 .799
3. Jillian Ellis, UCLA 11 192 51 9 .780*
4. Randy Waldrum, Notre Dame 18 292 79 20 .772*
5. Becky Burleigh, Florida 18 311 83 26 .771*
---
11. John Walker, Nebraska 14 215 77 16 .724*
*represents an active coach

Division I Winningest Active Coaches By Percentage
(Minimum fi ve years as a Division I head coach; includes all victories as coach at a four-year institution)
Coach, Team Yrs. Won Lost Tied Pct.
1. Anson Dorrance, North Carolina 29 648 32 19 .941
2. Bill Irwin, Portland 5 96 15 7 .843
3. Paula Wilkins, Wisconsin 7 125 30 12 .784
4. Jillian Ellis, UCLA 11 192 51 9 .780
5. Randy Waldrum, Notre Dame 18 292 79 20 .772
---
13. John Walker, Nebraska 14 215 77 16 .724

By Victories
(Minimum fi ve years as a Division I head coach; includes all victories as coach at a four-year institution)
Coach, Team Yrs. Won Lost Tied Pct.
1. Anson Dorrance, North Carolina 29 648 32 19 .941
2. Len Tsantiris, Connecticut 27 456 128 35 .765
3. Jerry Smith, Santa Clara 21 338 90 30 .771
4. Becky Burleigh, Florida 18 311 83 26 .771
5. Jim Rudy, Massachusetts 27 307 151 25 .661
---
20. John Walker, Nebraska 14 215 77 16 .724

John’s Journey
    Coach John Walker came to Lincoln in April 1994 on 
a mission to construct a national championship contender 
in women’s soccer and 14 seasons later, he has built the 
Huskers into one of the premier programs in the Big 12 
Conference and the nation.

Nebraska became the first Big Eight school to add 
women’s soccer as a varsity sport, and Walker was optimistic 
about the future of soccer in the Cornhusker state because of 
the University’s commitment to building a winning program.  
That commitment has remained strong throughout the 
program’s history, and in 2005 the Huskers moved into 
impressive facilities on the Nebraska campus.

Walker’s goal when he started at NU was to have the 
Huskers in their fi rst NCAA Tournament by the 1998 season. 
Walker not only achieved that goal, he shattered his own 
timeline as NU reached the postseason in 1996, before 
earning seven straight top-15 national fi nishes. His early 
standard of excellence resulted in 10 trips to the NCAA 
Tournament and eight Sweet 16 appearances.

In 14 years at the helm for the Huskers, Walker has 
produced the 13th-best career winning percentage among 
active NCAA Division I women’s soccer coaches at .724 
(215-77-16). He also ranks 11th all-time with his .724 winning 
percentage among coaches with a minimum of 10 years at 
the helm. Walker is the only head coach to produce more 
than 100 wins in fewer than eight seasons and notched his 
200th career victory in the 2005 NCAA Tournament.

Under Walker, the Huskers have become perennial Big 
12 Conference and national title contenders. The Huskers 

Head Coach  15th Season  215-77-16  Queen’s University (1987)

With a proven system, an innovative coaching philosophy, 
a well-respected program and an ability to recruit some of 
the nation’s most talented players, Walker has the Huskers 
focused on contending for Big 12 Conference and national 
championships on an annual basis.

In 1998, Nebraska overcame the loss of fi ve senior 
starters, including All-Americans Kari Uppinghouse and 
Rebecca Hornbacher, to fi nish with a 17-4-1 record and 
claim a second Big 12 Conference Tournament title. The 
Huskers advanced to the NCAA Sweet 16 and fi nished with 
a fi nal No. 10 national ranking. 

Nebraska’s 1998 success followed on the heels of an 
18-4-0 season in which the Huskers advanced to the Sweet 
16 in the NCAA Tournament before losing at Notre Dame. 
The Huskers ended the 1997 season ranked No. 7 in the 
fi nal NSCAA Poll.

Building from the Beginning
Walker and the Huskers built their success on a 

breakthrough season in 1996.
Not only did Nebraska earn its fi rst trip to the NCAA 

Tournament, the Huskers placed themselves among 
the nation’s elite by winning two tournament games and 
advancing to the NCAA quarterfi nals.

Along the way, Walker established himself as one of 
the fi nest coaches in America, earning NSCAA/Umbro 
National Coach-of-the-Year, NSCAA/Umbro Central Region 
Coach-of-the-Year and Big 12 Conference Coach-of-the-
Year recognition.

Honors and Awards
 215-77-16 (.724) Career Record
 215-77-16 (.724) Record at Nebraska
 11th in winning percentage for all-time coaches
 13th in winning percentage among active coaches
 20th in victories among active coaches
 Current Canadian National Team Staff Coach
 NSCAA National Coach of the Year (1996)
 NSCAA Central Region Coach of the Year (1996)
 Big 12 Conference Coach of the Year (1996 & 1999)
 Eight Big 12 titles in conference history
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Walker led the Huskers to a perfect regular season 

with a 19-0 record and the fi rst regular-season Big 12 title. 
Nebraska extended its winning streak to 21 games with two 
more wins at the Big 12 Conference  Soccer Championships 
in St. Louis to capture a second conference crown.

The Huskers entered the NCAA Tournament with the 
nation’s longest winning streak as the only unbeaten and 
untied team in the country.

But Nebraska’s perfect ride through the 1996 regular 
season did more than just put wins in the record books, it 
put fans in the stands, establishing a devoted following of 
Husker faithful.

Nebraska fi nished the season with the sixth-highest 
average attendance in the nation, and based on its 
unblemished record and outstanding fan support, earned a 
home bid in the fi rst round of the NCAA Tournament.

Af ter a per fect regular season, Walker and the 
Huskers were not satisfi ed with just making it to the NCAA 
Tournament. They set their sights on a trip to soccer’s 
semifi nals in Santa Clara, Calif.

Nebraska proved it was a contender with a 3-2 overtime 
win over Big Ten power Minnesota in the opening round in 
front of a then-school-record crowd of 1,544. The win over 
the Golden Gophers set up a second-round rematch with 
Duke at the Abbott Sports Complex.

The Huskers had come from behind to defeat the then-
No. 6 Blue Devils, 3-1, in Durham, N.C., on Sept. 8, for 
Nebraska’s fi rst-ever win over a ranked opponent. Although 
Duke came to Lincoln with a rich soccer tradition and plenty 
of NCAA Tournament experience, the Huskers dominated 
the Blue Devils from start to fi nish in a 3-0 win.

With the victory, the Huskers earned a trip to Oregon to 
challenge perennial power Portland. Although the Huskers 
battled until the end, they could not manage a goal, losing 
1-0 to the Pilots. The Huskers fi nished the 1996 season with 
a 23-1-0 record and a fi nal No. 6 national ranking.

Since posting its f irst top-25 win over Duke in 
1996, Nebraska has made beating ranked opponents 
commonplace. During the past eight seasons, Walker and 
the Huskers have posted 28 wins over top-25 teams.

Success Beyond Nebraska
Walker’s Nebraska program has also proven that it can 

produce All-America players. In just 14 years, 10 Huskers 
have earned a total of 16 NSCAA All-America certifi cates 
from the National Soccer Coaches Association of America, 
including Brittany Timko in 2004 and 2005. Four Huskers 
have captured freshman All-America accolades under 
Walker.

Walker also has helped Husker players compete at 
the international level. Over the past several seasons, the 
Husker team has boasted 20 players with national team 
experience, including junior defender Carly Peetz, who 
competed with the U.S. Women’s U-20 National Team. 

Former NU athletes have seen success at the professional 
level as well. Seven Huskers were selected in the inaugural 
WUSA Draft in December of 2000. Nebraska’s total number 
of athletes selected was second behind North Carolina. 
Four of the fi rst 24 players chosen in the draft were former 
Huskers. In 2002, Nebraska saw its highest pick ever when 
Breanna Boyd was drafted eighth in the fi rst round by the 
defending champion Carolina Courage.  Christine Latham 
also became an instant starter for the San Diego Spirit when 
she was picked up as a discovery player for the WUSA team, 
after bypassing the entire draft process.  Walker boasted fi ve 
former athletes on 2003 WUSA rosters, three of whom were 
named to All-Star rosters, which ranked seventh among all 
Division I programs.

At the conference level, Nebraska has won fi ve of the 12 
Big 12 Tournament championships with titles in 1996, 1998, 
1999, 2000 and 2002. The Huskers also brought home Big 
12 regular-season crowns in 1996, 1999 and 2000, and in 
the 12-year history of the conference, Nebraska has posted 
a league-best 92-36-10 regular-season mark and a .691 
winning percentage. Along with the team accomplishments, 
the Huskers have been rewarded with 62 individual 
regular-season all-conference selections and 31 All-Big 12 
Tournament awards. Former Husker Christine Latham was 
also the fi rst league player to be named Big 12 Player of the 
Year in back-to-back seasons (2000, 2001), a feat repeated 
by Timko in 2004 and 2005. Timko went on to top that record 
the following season, earning co-Player of the Year honors 
with Oklahoma State’s Yolanda Odenyo, to become the fi rst 
player selected as Player-of-the-Year three times.

Nebraska’s fast track to national prominence in soccer 
was aided by NU’s decision to become the fi rst school in 
the Big Eight Conference with a women’s soccer program 
in 1994. Although Nebraska was ahead of other Big Eight 

Off the fi eld, John Walker devotes his time to his wife, Mary, and their fi ve children: Ally (back left), Cameron (back 
middle), Declan (back right), Keegan (front left) and Liam (front right).

schools, Walker started the 1994 season behind the rest of 
the nation in recruiting because of his late hiring.

However, in his fi rst season as the Huskers’ mentor, 
Walker managed to put together a collection of scholarship 
players and walk-ons who recorded a surprising 14-4 mark 
and earned credibility around the nation with a successful 
inaugural campaign.

Walker and his staff followed their initial on-fi eld success 
by compiling an excellent incoming class that included 
transfers Kari Uppinghouse, who became Nebraska’s fi rst 
fi rst-team All-American in 1996, and third-team All-America 
goalkeeper Rebecca Hornbacher.

The Huskers also implemented a year-round approach to 
training and conditioning. This approach included a strong 
spring schedule, a tradition that has continued at Nebraska.  
In 2006, the Huskers also traveled abroad to England and 
Scotland to face a multitude of international competition.

While Walker built the Huskers, he continued to expand 
his coaching experience as a staff coach for the Canadian 
National Team. During the summer of 1999, Walker was an 
assistant coach for Canada’s Women’s World Cup team.  He 
currently works with both the Under-16 National Team and 
the Canadian World Cup Team.

Walker came to Nebraska from Queen’s University in 
Kingston, Ontario, following achievements at the collegiate, 
national and international levels.

Walker was named national staff coach for the Canadian 
Soccer Association in 1992, and the following year, he 
was appointed an assistant coach for the Canadian World 
University Games team. Walker holds a Canadian “A” 
coaching license (highest level), a Level V certifi cation 
and a USSF “A” license. Walker was a national coaching 
instructor for the Canadian Soccer Association and served 
as director of high performance for Ontario, where he 
supervised coaches and players at Ontario’s National and 
Provincial Training Center.

Walker was a standout sweeper for Queen’s University 
from 1982 to 1985 and received bachelor’s degrees in 
physical education and physical therapy from Queen’s in 
1987. He earned a master’s degree in coaching science 
from Miami of Ohio in 1988. He also is a graduate of the 
Canadian National Coaching Institute.

The Kingston, Ontario, native is married to Mary Holmes 
and the couple has one daughter, Ally, and four sons, 
Declan, Cameron, Keegan and Liam.
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 Assistant Coach 
 Second Season
 Florida International University (2003)

 Assistant coach Wally Crittenden returns to the Nebraska soccer staff as its goalkeeping/
defensive coach for a second season, as he continues to support his fellow coaches with 
his trademark exuberance and creativity.
 Crittenden has been an active voice for the NU soccer program from the moment he 
arrived on campus. In just a few short months, he launched the Nebraska Soccer Booster 
Club, an organization that gives fans new and exciting opportunities to support the Huskers. 
The booster club not only provides fans with special features and bonus materials about the 
Nebraska program, but also creates greater fan interaction with the team through events 
such as pregame tailgates and the preseason Meet-N-Beat the Huskers event.
 Crittenden came to Lincoln after working with the Oklahoma women’s program in 2005 
and 2006,  helping the Sooners to 14 shutouts over his last two seasons. Prior to his time 
at OU, Crittenden was extremely active at various levels of soccer, including high school, 
Olympic Development and NCAA Division II.
 Crittenden began his career on the men’s goalkeeping staff for the Region III Olympic 
Development team beginning in 1999, and has since added coaching credentials as a 
men’s assistant at NCAA Division II Lynn University in Boca Raton, Fla., head coach of 
the women’s team at Pasadena Memorial High School in Pasadena, Texas, and as a staff 
member for the South Texas Olympic Development men’s team.
 A native of Houston, Texas, Crittenden was a four-year letterwinner at Florida International 
(1998-2002) as a goalkeeper, while earning his bachelor’s degree in education with an 
emphasis in sport management in 2003.
 During his playing career, Crittenden also earned accolades as an ODP U-18 All-American 
and a member of the U.S. U-20 Men’s National Team. Crittenden has also competed 
professionally in trials with Major League Soccer’s Miami Fusion and DC United.
 Crittenden is certifi ed by the U.S. Soccer Federation with his “B” license and recently 
obtained national goalkeeping certifi cation through the NSCAA (National Soccer Coaches 
Association of America).
 He is joined in Lincoln by his wife, Cori, and their newborn daughter, Kellen.

 Assistant coach Michelle Demko returns to the Huskers for a second season this fall, 
after exhibiting her dedication and experience last year. 
 Demko serves as the Huskers’ recruiting coordinator, and also helps with coaching duties 
for the returning Huskers.
 Before coming to Nebraska, Demko spent four years with North Carolina State, helping 
to improve the Pack from a record of 9-9-1 in 2003 to a record of 11-9-1 in 2006. Demko 
helped NC State to an overall record of 33-38-5 during her tenure.
 Before her stint at NC State, Demko played professionally with the Philadelphia Charge 
alongside former Husker Jenny Benson. Demko was selected in the eighth round (63rd 
overall) by the Charge and played two seasons in the WUSA, leading Philadelphia into the 
WUSA Founders Cup semifi nals twice. 
 Demko also had a successful professional career overseas, spending three years in 
Germany in the competitive Frauen Bundesliga for the SC Klinge Seckah, FSV Frankfurt 
and Bayern Munich.
 She was a starter for all three teams and led Bayern Munich to a league championship.  
In addition, Demko captured a national title while playing with the W-League’s Maryland 
Pride from 1994 to 1996.
 Demko, who played soccer at the University of Maryland under former U.S. National Team 
Coach April Heinrichs, was named to the Atlantic Coast Conference’s 50th Anniversary 
Women’s Soccer Team. While playing at Maryland, she served as a two-year captain and 
was voted MVP by her team. She also earned fi rst-team All-ACC honors.
 Demko played in three Olympic Festivals (1994-96), as well as being called into national 
team training camps in 1995, 1996 and 1997. Demko also owns a cap with the U.S. Women’s 
National Team while playing against Germany in 1997.
 A native of Largo, Fla., Demko received a bachelor’s degree of science-kinesiology from 
Maryland in 1996. Prior to her arrival at Maryland, she played soccer at Barry University in 
Miami Shores, Fla., near her hometown.
 Demko holds a U.S. Soccer Federation “B” coaching license.

 Assistant Coach
 Second Season
 Maryland (1996)
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Cathy Robertson serves as the soccer office 
administrative assistant, after joining the Nebraska 
Athletic Department in January of 2008.

Robertson coordinates all team travel plans, and 
serves as the assistant coordinator for the Nebraska 
soccer camps. In addition to her duties with the soccer 
program, Robertson serves as the administrative 
assistant for HuskerVision.

Originally from the East Coast, Robertson most 
recently worked for the Lincoln Public Schools.

Robertson graduated from Nebraska with a degree in broadcast journalism.  Cathy 
and her husband, Tom, have two sons, Scott and Matt.

 Soccer Offi ce Administrative Assistant

Taylor Haynes returns to the Nebraska staff as an 
assistant team manager, after serving as a volunteer 
assistant coach for two years. Haynes joined the 
Huskers after serving as Head Women’s Soccer 
Coach for Division III Nebraska Wesleyan for three 
seasons.

Haynes’ primary duties include managing video 
operations for the Huskers, directing gameday setup 
and managing alumni relations.

As head coach of the Prairie Wolves, Haynes led NWU to a 37-15-3 record (.700 
winning percentage), including a 25-6-2 mark (.788) against Great Plains Athletic 
Conference (GPAC) foes.

Haynes led Wesleyan to a pair of conference runner-up fi nishes in 2003 and 2004 
before winning the GPAC title in 2005, his fi nal season as head coach. The 2005 Prairie 
Wolves fi nished with a 13-3-1 record, including a 9-2-0 mark in the league.

Haynes was instrumental in turning around the Wesleyan program. In his fi rst season, 
NWU posted a nine-game improvement from the previous season. For his efforts, Haynes 
was named the 2003 SCHEELS/GPAC Women’s Soccer Co-Coach of the Year.

As an athlete, Haynes was a four-year fi rst-team all-conference selection while playing 
for Hastings College and is also credited with scoring the fi rst two goals in Bronco history.  
Haynes graduated from Hastings with a degree in marketing in 2001.

 Assistant Team Manager
McKensie Kirchner enters her fi rst season as a 

student manager after being a member of the Husker 
team the past three seasons.

A native of Omaha, Neb., Kirchner came to Nebraska 
after a standout prep career at Millard North High School. 
She appeared in 20 games in her fi rst two seasons, 
notching one assist. An injury to her medial collateral 
ligament hampered her last season and ultimately led her 

to retire after earning three letters for the Huskers.
Kirchner is still an active part of the Nebraska program. She helps orchestrate much of 

the team’s travel and also aids administrative assistant Cathy Robertson in the NU soccer 
offi ce. An international studies major, Kirchner has been named to the Big 12 Commissioner’s 
Honor roll six times and was a fi rst-team academic All-Big 12 selection in 2006.

 Student Manager

Lisa Grzeskowiak enters her fi rst year with the 
soccer program, after spending six years with the 
Husker track and fi eld team.  She joined the Nebraska 
staff as a graduate assistant athletic trainer in 2002. 
In 2004, she was promoted to her current position as 
assistant athletic trainer, where she now evaluates and 
treats injuries for the Husker soccer and swimming and 
diving teams.

Grzeskowiak received her bachelor’s degree in 
athletic training from Kansas in 2001, before earning a master’s degree in educational 
administration with an emphasis in postsecondary athletics from Nebraska in 2004.

A native of Moreno Valley, Calif., Grzeskowiak is also responsible for rehabilitation of 
injuries and is a member of the National Athletic Trainers Association.

 Athletic Trainer

Daniel Bassett returns to the Huskers for his second 
stint as a volunteer coach, after assisting with the 
program in 2005 and 2006. 

Bassett’s primary duties will be assisting team 
manager Taylor Haynes in video operations, gameday 
operations and alumni relations while also contributing 
to scouting reports.

Bassett brings a plethora of coaching experience to 
Nebraska. His resume includes time with the Coventry 

and Birmingham women’s Centers of Excellence in England before coming to the U.S. to 
coach club teams in Kansas City and Omaha. Bassett most recently coached the Bellevue 
West high school boys’ and girls’ teams, leading both to Central Invitational Tournament 
championships.

Bassett also played collegiately for the past two seasons for Bellevue, helping the Bruins 
to a 25-12 record, as he appeared in 21 games.

A native of Bulkington, England, Bassett currently resides in Lincoln with his wife, 
Stacie.

 Volunteer Coach



2008 Nebraska Soccer Guide36

CO
AC

HE
S 

& 
ST

AF
F

A Hall of Fame football coach returned to his roots on Oct. 16, 2007, to become the 13th 
athletic director at the University of Nebraska. Tom Osborne accepted the position at the 
time because, Osborne said, “Harvey Perlman asked me.”

Perlman, UNL’s chancellor, asked Osborne to lead the program where he had served 
so productively as head football coach. Two months later, on Dec. 20, 2007, he announced 
that the word “interim” had been removed from Osborne’s title, and he would remain athletic 
director until at least July of 2010.

Holder of master’s and doctorate degrees from the University of Nebraska in educational 
psychology, Osborne said he probably would not have considered coaching if he had not met 
Bob Devaney, who convinced him to become a volunteer graduate assistant on his staff. 

“Bob epitomized the value of loyalty, and I will always be grateful for the confi dence he 
showed in me,” Osborne said. “Because of his leadership and empowerment as a coach 
and an athletic director, I was fortunate to serve 25 years as head coach.”

Devaney put Osborne in charge of the offense that won two national titles and allowed 
him to concentrate on three areas he thought were important – a strong academic program 
for student-athletes, a strength and conditioning program and a more formalized program 
to attract walk-on players.

Each area has grown into an important asset for all 23 Nebraska sports programs, 
which Osborne now oversees. Within months of his appointment, Osborne quietly re-
established an athletic department mission based on fi ve core values – integrity, trust, 
respect, teamwork and loyalty. 

Nebraska fans across the country and around the world have expressed confi dence in 
Osborne’s experience, his understanding of Nebraska and his desire to elevate the program 
back among the nation’s elite. 

Since retiring from football in 1997, Osborne has found several ways to stay active in his 
home state. His most visible post-coaching foray came in the political arena, as he served 
three terms in the U.S. House of Representatives from Nebraska’s third congressional 
district from 2000 to 2006. He also made a gubernatorial bid in 2006 before turning to 
academia. 

A native of Hastings, Neb., Osborne served as a senior lecturer at Nebraska in the College 
of Business Administration, teaching leadership and business ethics, in the fall of 2007. He  
completed the fall semester while working in the athletic department. Osborne has also 
worked as a consultant for local college athletic departments over the past two years.

“I’ve spent the majority of my life working with the athletic department at the university 
and I want to do what I can at this point to continue in the pursuit of excellence that has 
been previously established,” Osborne said. 

Widely known for his leadership, integrity, honor and compassion, Osborne has poured 
time and effort into building a unique mentoring program within the state. The TeamMates 
program, founded by Tom and his wife, Nancy, in 1991, provides support and encouragement 
to school-aged youth with the goal of seeing children graduate from high school and pursue 
a post-secondary education. 

Osborne still actively provides leadership in the college football ranks despite being 
away from the sideline for a decade. He is currently a voter on the coaches poll for the 
Master Coaches Poll.

 While he may hold a key position that molds the future of Nebraska Athletics, many will 
always remember Osborne for his legendary service to the program as a football coach. 

Osborne was named Nebraska’s 25th head coach following the 1972 season and worked 
the sideline for 25 years, the longest tenure in school history. Under Osborne’s direction, the 
program achieved remarkable success, exceeding any in its rich history. The Cornhuskers 
mounted a 255-49-3 record under Osborne, good for a winning percentage of .836. The 
255 victories are the sixth-most all-time among major college football coaches while the 
winning percentage ranks fi fth all-time. 

His achievements were so highly regarded that the National Football Foundation waived 
its three-year waiting period so that he could be inducted into its Hall of Fame in December 
of 1998. He is one of only four coaches in history to have the mandatory three-year waiting 
period waived.

Osborne’s coaching career came to a poetic end in the 1998 Orange Bowl. In his fi nal 
game, the Huskers defeated No. 3 Tennessee, 42-17, giving him a share of a third national 
title in his fi nal four seasons. The victory left Osborne as the fi rst coach in college football 
history to retire as a reigning national champion, along with the nation’s best active winning 
percentage. 

Osborne guided the Huskers to back-to-back titles in 1994 and 1995, then capped his 
career by sharing the 1997 title with Michigan. Nebraska’s back-to-back national titles 
in 1994-95 made Osborne the fi rst coach to accomplish that feat since Bear Bryant led 
Alabama to titles in 1978-79. Under Osborne, NU became just the second school all time 

and the fi rst since Oklahoma in 1955-56 to post back-
to-back perfect national championship seasons. In 
fact, Osborne’s last fi ve Nebraska teams put together 
the best fi ve-year run in collegiate football history with 
an amazing 60-3 record, including fi ve consecutive 
11-win seasons. 

Osborne-coached Nebraska teams captured 13 
conference crowns, including six of his last seven seasons on the sideline. All 25 of his Husker 
teams won at least nine games and went to a bowl, while 15 won 10-or-more games. 

In the classroom, Osborne’s teams were just as successful as they were on the fi eld. 
Under Osborne’s guidance, the Husker football program totaled 65 CoSIDA Academic 
All-America awards in 25 years, averaging more than two selections per season. To 
put Osborne’s dedication to developing complete student-athletes in perspective, he 
accumulated more football Academic All-Americans in his 25 years as coach than any other 
football program in the nation has produced in its history, as Notre Dame has produced 
the second-most football academic All-Americans all-time, totaling 50 selections dating 
back to 1952.

Prior to becoming head coach, Osborne spent fi ve seasons under Devaney, helping 
the Huskers win back-to-back national championships in 1970 and 1971. In 1973, Osborne 
succeeded Devaney, who also served as Nebraska’s Athletic Director from 1967 to 1993.

Osborne and his wife, Nancy, have three adult children, Mike, Ann and Suzanne and 
four grandchildren.

Athletic Director  Second Season  Hastings College (1959)

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE
Nebraska, Athletic Director 2007-present
U.S. Congress, Third District (Nebraska) 2000-06
Nebraska, Head Football Coach 1973-97
Nebraska, Assistant Head Football Coach 1972
Nebraska, Assistant Football Coach 1967-71

EDUCATIONAL LEADER
Nebraska, Ph.D. in Educational Psychology 1965
Nebraska, M.A. in Educational Psychology 1963
Hastings College, B.A. in History 1959
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A member of the Nebraska Athletics senior administration since May 2003, Marc Boehm 
(pronounced BAME) serves as Executive Associate Athletic Director and is the top assistant 
to the athletic director. Boehm fulfills the director’s responsibilities in his absence and also 
serves as the department’s chief operating officer.

Boehm oversees the efforts of several areas within athletics, including marketing, media 
relations, HuskerVision, facilities and events. Boehm also oversees the Nebraska men’s and 
women’s basketball programs and the Husker soccer program. He also played a major role 
in the athletic department’s negotiations for its contract extension with IMG College Sports. 
To date, it is the largest multi-media rights contract in college athletics.

As the primary administrator for the NU basketball programs, Boehm played an integral 
role in the hiring of Doc Sadler to be the Huskers’ new coach on Aug. 8, 2006. After gaining 
a top-15 recruiting class in his first fall season, Sadler got NU back to the postseason in 
2008 with a second-round appearance in the 2008 NIT and the 12th 20-win season in 
program history.

Boehm has worked tirelessly with Fox Sports Net and the Big 12 Conference to provide 
the men’s basketball team with an extensive television package each of the past four 
seasons. His efforts in providing a fan-friendly atmosphere at the Bob Devaney Sports 
Center have also led to an increase of more than 20 percent in attendance at women’s 
games over the past five seasons. 

Under Boehm’s guidance, the teams have combined for eight postseason appearances 
in the past five years. The women’s team advanced to the second round game in the NCAA 
Tournament for the third time in school history in 2008, after making its second straight trip 
to the Big Dance. Coach Connie Yori’s Huskers have made five consecutive postseason 
tournament appearances. The men have seen recent success as well, reaching postseason 
play three times during Boehm’s tenure.

Boehm’s efforts to enhance NU’s gameday atmosphere were not restricted to the basketball 
programs. He was instrumental in conceptualizing and developing the Husker Nation Pavilion, 
which quickly became the premier pregame event around home football games. 

Boehm also took the lead role in obtaining First National Bank and Ameritas as premier 
sponsors for the Nebraska Athletic Department for a combined deal worth more than $7 
million over a three-year period. First National Bank and Ameritas joined ALLTEL, Pepsi 
and adidas as premier corporate sponsors for Husker athletics.

Boehm held the same position at Pittsburgh from 1997 to 2003. Boehm assisted in the 
rise of the Panthers’ basketball program with the men’s team posting back-to-back Sweet 
16 appearances in the NCAA Tournament. During construction of the Panthers’ new athletic 
facilities, Boehm played a central role in Pitt’s athletic teams moving to the UPMC Sports 
Performance Complex, Heinz Field and the Petersen Events Center.

Boehm served as interim athletic director at Pittsburgh for nearly five months before 
coming to Nebraska. During that time, he hired new men’s (Jamie Dixon) and women’s 
basketball (Agnus Berenato) and soccer (Sue-Moy Chin) head coaches for the Panther 
program. Under Dixon’s direction, the Panthers have advanced to seven straight NCAA 
Tournaments, while Berenato has rejuvenated the women’s program with back-to-back 
NCAA Tournament appearances in 2007 and 2008.

Boehm also spent five years as associate executive director of the Tostitos Fiesta Bowl. 
He directed and managed a 125-member fund-raising committee of Arizona business 
people responsible for generating more than $4.5 million in cash and in-kind partnerships. 
Previously he spent four years as associate executive director and public relations director 
of the Sun Bowl from 1987 to 1991. 

Born in Grand Island, Boehm earned his bachelor’s degree in communications from 
Kansas State in 1984 and added a master’s degree in sports management from St. Thomas 
(Fla.) University in 1985. Boehm and his wife, the former Janelle Broderick of Minot, N.D., 
have three boys, Broderick, Christian and Lukas John.

Executive Athletic Director  Sixth Year  Kansas State (1984)
A member of the Nebraska Athletic Department since 1979, Pat Logsdon was promoted 

to Senior Woman Administrator on March 7, 2008, after also serving as Associate Athletic 
Director for Administration and Assistant Athletic Director for Administration. 

Logsdon’s duties include oversight on all administrative issues and operational functions 
of the Athletic Director’s offi ce; oversight in the areas of administration, athletic medicine, 
nutrition, football operations and equipment; developing and implementing administrative 
policies and procedures, assisting with strategic planning, reviewing and maintaining 
game and coaching contracts and oversight of the administrative budget.

Previously, Logsdon spent six seasons as NU’s director of football operations, the fi rst 
female in Division I to serve in that capacity. She handled organization of all recruiting 
functions, supervised compliance activities and coordinated all football administrative 
operations, including travel and practice operations. Logsdon served three years as 
assistant to the director of football operations and 14 seasons as the football recruiting 
secretary. 

Logsdon received a bachelor’s degree in education from Nebraska in 1989. She is 
married to Rob Logsdon.

Associate Athletic Director  30th Year  Nebraska (1989)

Sheri Hastings serves as an academic counselor at Nebraska. Hastings has been with 
the athletic department since August of 2006. She will serve as the academic counselor 
for women’s basketball, bowling, women’s gymnastics and soccer during the 2008-09 
academic year.

Before coming to Lincoln, Hastings served as a mathematics learning specialist for 
student support services at UNL. Prior to that, she was a secondary mathematics teacher 
at Grand Island High School.

A Grand Island native, Hastings earned her bachelor’s degree in secondary mathematics 
from UNL in 1987. Hastings continued her education at Nebraska and earned a master’s 
degree in educational psychology in 1995.

Hastings and her husband, John, have three daughters, Megan, Kathryn and Abigail.

Academic Counselor  Third Year  Nebraska (1987)
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Holly Adam
Ticket Manager

Dr. Lonnie Albers
Director of Athletic 

Medicine

Chris Anderson
Associate A.D. for 

Community Relations

Gar y Bargen
Assistant A.D.
for Compliance

Alvin Banks
Academic Counselor/ 
Coordinator of Special 

Programs

Derek Bombeck
Event Management 

Specialist

Scot t Bruhn
Athletic Department 

Photographer

Katie But zke
Event Management 

Specialist

Bob Bur ton
Associate A.D. for 

Administration

Dr. David Clare
Team Physician,

Orthopaedic Surgeon

Brad Brown
Assistant Athletic Trainer

Dr. Pat Clare
Chief of Staff, 

Orthopaedic Surgeon

Tom Dufresne
Assistant Athletic Trainer

Butch Hug
Assistant A.D. for Events

Nancy Kenny
Associate A.D. for

Business/CFO

Josh White
Assistant A.D. for 

Compliance and Planning

Dennis Leblanc
Senior Associate A.D. for 
Academics, Compliance, 

and Planning

John Ingram
Assistant A.D. for 

Facilities

Keith Zimmer
Associate A.D. for

Life Skills

Paul Meyers
 Associate A.D. for 

Athletic Development

Randy York
Associate A.D. for 
Communications

Jef f Jamrog
Assistant A.D. for 

Football Operations

Katie Copeskey
Like Skills Intern

Mike Ar thur
Director of Strength & 

Conditioning
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Steve Torske
Building and Grounds 

Supervisor

Derek Freeman
Development Operations 

Manager

Jef f Griesch
Media Relations Director of 

Operations

Kirk Har tman
HuskerVision Creative 

Director

Eric Muf f
Information Services 

Manager

Shamus McKnight
Assistant Media Relations 

Director

Jerr y Trickie
Assistant Media Relations 

Director

Er vin Williams
Event Management 

Specialist

Corrie Sears
Director of Athletic 

Marketing

Keith Mann
Media Relations Director

Diane Mendenhall
Assistant A.D. for 

Development and Ticketing

MIke Hodges
Video Production 

Specialist

Michael Stephens
Director of Corporate 
Marketing, Licensing/

Concessions

Katie Jewell
Associate Director of 
Academic Programs

Randy Gobel
Assistant Director of 

Athletic Facilities

Dr. Scot t Strasburger
Orthopaedic Surgeon

Jerr y Weber
Head Athletic Trainer/
Associate Director of 

Athletic Medicine

Eric Haynes
Assistant Director of 

Athletic Facilities

Shot Kleen
Director of Technology

Kim Schellpeper
Associate Director of 
Academic Programs

Brandon Rigoni
Strength Intern

Doak Ostergard
Outreach Director

Annie Wood
Design Specialist

Janell Hall
Concessions Operations 

Manager

Matt Smith
Assistant Media Relations 

Director

Dale Kruse
Food Service Manager

Brian Lehmann
Director of Sports 

Nutrition

Jay Terr y
Head Equipment 

Manager
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Harvey Perlman was named the 19th Chancellor of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
on April 1, 2001. He had served as Interim Chancellor of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
since July 16, 2000.

A former dean of the University of Nebraska College of Law (1983-98), Perlman has also 
served as interim senior vice chancellor for academic affairs at UNL (1995-96).

A Nebraska native, Perlman was raised in York, and earned a bachelor of arts in history 
and a juris doctorate from the University of Nebraska. During his law school years, he was 
editor in chief of the Nebraska Law Review and was elected to the Order of the Coif, a 
law honors society.

He joined the NU law faculty in 1967 after spending a year as a Bigelow Teaching Fellow 
at the University of Chicago Law School. He served on the Nebraska law faculty until 1974 
when he joined the faculty at the University of Virginia Law School. He returned to Nebraska 
in 1983 when he accepted the deanship of the Nebraska Law College, a post he held until 
1998 when he returned to the professoriate. He has also served as a visiting professor at 
Florida State University College of Law, the University of Puget Sound School of Law and 
the University of Iowa College of Law.

His area of legal expertise lies in torts and intellectual property. He is a member of the 
Nebraska State and American Bar Associations, the Council of the American Law Institute 
and is a commissioner of the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws. 
He is co-author of “Intellectual Property and Unfair Competition” (5th edition, 1998) and co-
reporter for the “Restatement of Unfair Competition” (1994). In February 2002, Perlman was 
named a Life Fellow of the American Bar Foundation. Fellow status denotes an individual 
who has demonstrated outstanding dedication to the welfare of his or her community and 
is committed to the highest principles of the legal profession. Only the top one-third of one 
percent of the legal profession is eligible for nomination as a Fellow.

At the University of Nebraska, he chaired the search advisory committee for chancellor 
in 1991, chaired the Nebraska Bioethics Advisory Panel, and is a member of the Nebraska 
State Fair Board.

He serves on the Council of the American Law Institute, a leading national law reform 
organization, as one of Nebraska’s Commissioners of Uniform State Laws, and as Chair 
of the Board of Directors of the Big 12 Athletic Conference. He is a member of the Bowl 
Championship Series Presidential Oversight Committee.

Perlman and his wife, Susan, an NU alumna, are the parents of two daughters. Anne, 
who earned degrees from UNL and the University of Nebraska Medical Center, practices 
medicine in Lincoln and is married to UNL alumnus David Spinar; they are the parents of 
the Perlmans’ three grandchildren, Will, Ava, and Marco, Husker fans all. Daughter Amie, 
who received bachelors and juris doctorate degrees from UNL, is a Nebraska assistant 
attorney general and is married to UNL alumnus Ron Larson. 

Josephine (Jo) R. Potuto, the Richard H. Larson Professor of Constitutional Law, has 
been Nebraska’s faculty representative (FAR) to the NCAA and Big 12 Conference since 
May 15, 1997. 

She is the incoming chair of the Division IA Faculty Athletics Representatives. In 2002, 
she was named Outstanding Faculty Athletics Representative by the All-American Football 
Foundation.

Potuto just completed her third three-year term on the NCAA Division I Committee on 
Infractions (chair since 2006). She serves on the Big 12 Conference of FARs and is a past 
Big 12 Conference representative on the NCAA Division I Management Council and on 
the NCAA Men's Gymnastics Championship Committee. 

Potuto is an expert on NCAA enforcement and infractions processes as well as the 
general NCAA committee structure. She has testifi ed before the House Subcommittee 
on the Constitution regarding due process in NCAA infractions hearings and has made 
presentations to the Knight Commission on Intercollegiate Athletics. Potuto is a past adviser 
to the Uniform Law Commissioners Committee to draft a sports agent statute, has drafted 
rules governing search and seizure and hearings for the Nebraska Racing Commission, 
and also has written on issues of gender equity in college athletics. 

At Nebraska, Potuto is a member of the academic senate’s intercollegiate athletics 
committee. She also served on Nebraska’s NCAA site certifi cation steering committee.

Potuto teaches constitutional law, procedural and criminal law, federal jurisdiction, and 
sports law. She has been a visiting professor of law at the University of Arizona, Rutgers 
University, the Cardozo College of Law at New York’s Yeshiva University, the University of 
Oregon, the University of North Carolina, and Seton Hall University. She has worked as an 
assistant prosecutor in the Essex and Morris County (N.J.) prosecutor’s offi ces. 

She was project director and a drafter of the Uniform Law Commissioners Sentencing 
and Corrections Act, as well as the drafter for the Nebraska Supreme Court Committee to 
Draft Criminal Jury Instructions. She is the author of three books and numerous articles. 
She also is a member of the American Law Institute.

Potuto earned her bachelor’s degree in journalism at Rutgers’ Douglass College; her 
master’s degree in English literature at Seton Hall; and her juris doctorate at the Rutgers Law 
College. She is a member of the bar of the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Third Circuit and the U.S. District Courts for Nebraska and New Jersey.

University Chancellor  Eighth Year  Nebraska (1963) Institutional Representative  10th Year  Rutgers (1971)
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Randolph Ferlic, M.D.
Omaha

Chuck Hassebrook
Lyons

Howard Hawks
Omaha

Kent Schroeder, J .D.
Kearney

Charles S. Wilson, M.D.
Lincoln

Tim Hruza
Nebraska-Kearney

Emily Zimmer
Nebraska-Lincoln

Cur tis McKnight
Nebraska-Medical Center

Lucas Seiler
Nebraska-Omaha

Jim McClurg, Ph.D.
Lincoln

Bob Phares
North Platte

The Board of Regents consists of eight voting members elected by district for six-year 
terms, and four non-voting student Regents, one from each campus, who serve during 
their tenure as student body president. The board supervises the general operations of 
the university, and the control and direction of all expenditures. The board also includes 
a corporation secretary who manages all records including agendas, minutes, notices, 
policies and bylaws. Those documents can be found on the web at http://www.nebraska.
edu/board/.

The board meets regularly, primarily in Lincoln but also in Omaha and greater 
Nebraska. Persons wishing to provide information to the board or to appear before 
it should contact: Corporation Secretary, University of Nebraska, Varner Hall, 3835 
Holdrege, Lincoln, NE 68583.

James B. Milliken
President, Univ. of Nebraska

Bob Whitehouse
Papillion



 MONTHLY IN-SEASON NEWSLETTER FROM NU COACHING STAFF

MONTHLY IN-SEASON PODCASTS

 MEDIA GUIDE AND SCHEDULE CARDS

 SOCCER DECAL

 INVITATION TO PRIVATE PRE-GAME TAILGATE

 TOUR OF FACILITIES

 INVITATION TO MEMBERS-ONLY EVENTS

FAMILY, TEAM AND ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIPS AVAILABLE

For more information on the Nebraska Soccer Booster Club contact:
Assistant Coach - Wally Crittenden

402.472.0457 or wcrittenden@huskers.com

2008 NEBRASKA SOCCER BOOSTER CLUB MEMBERS
(as of July 23, 2008)

SKA SOCCERASNEBRASKA SOCCER
NEBRASKA SOCCERNEBRASKA SOCCER

CERCER NEBRASKA SOCCER
2.472.0457 or wcrittenden@huskers.co
NEBRASKA SOCCER

NEBRASKA SOCCER SNEBRASKA 

Family Memberships
Tom & Diane Becker and Family
Berkshire Partnership
Neil & Roberta Brigham
Mark & Pamela Caniglia
Sam & Betty Caniglia
Rene & Irma Cardona
Ellen Cooper
Charles E. Dahlstrom
Loren & Valda Davidson
Robert & Anne Diffendal
Kent & Joan Fitzgerald
Doug & LeAnn Fry
Frank & Darlene Gaines
Robert Garver
Bud Gerhart
John & Suzette Goetzmann
Paul Harrison
James A. Hegi & Nancy E. Cuba
Dr. Gregory Heidrick
Jerry & Kim Isenhower
Naushad & Yasmin Jamani
Kent G. Johnson

Dave & Ann Kirby
Robert Kirchner

Paul & Dee Ann Lanier
Brian Leahy

John & Jenny Lydiatt
Mark & Deb Lyon

Brenda & J. David Mills
Anne Mulligan

Jeff & Sarah Peetz
Dick & Julee Pfeil

Rick & Pam Phillips
Gary & Monica Powell

Tom & Pam Price
Gerry & Karen Rehm
Brian & Laura Runge

Doug Sandstedt
Michael & Robin Slapper

David Stooksbury
Michael & Synda Tindall

Association Memberships
Capital Soccer Association

YMCA

Arsenal Soccer Club
Gladiator Soccer Club

Toro Soccer Club
Millar Star Soccer 

Team Memberships
Gladiator 91-92 Lazio Soccer Team

U-11 Boys Nike Rush Blue
Gladiator 94/95 White

CSA Fuerza
CSA Gold Intensity U-17
LSC Shockers U-10 Girls

Beatrice Nighthawks
Arsenal Rampage

LSC Jazz
Beatrice Nighthawks U-10

U-12 Nike Rush Girls
U-13 Boys Nike Rush
U-14 Nike Rush Girls

U-14 Nike Swoosh Girls
U-15 Nike Rush Boys

U-15 Nike Swoosh Boys
Columbus Blizzard Storm U-11 Girls

A


