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2008-09 HONORS CANDIDATE
Steve Harley returns to the Husker 

program for his senior campaign looking 
to lead Nebraska to the postseason in 
consecutive years for the first time in more 
than a decade. The Huskers' top returning 
scorer from a 20-13 squad in 2007-08, 
Harley made a strong impression on the 
league's coaches and media in his initial 
season in Lincoln, as he was one of five 
league players (including teammate Ade 
Dagunduro) who were named to the All-
Newcomer Team by sportswriters who 
regularly cover the Big 12 Conference.

Harley ended his first year in Lincoln by 
averaging 9.1 points per game and adding 
2.6 rebounds, 1.5 assists and 1.1 steals per 
contest. While his overall numbers seem 
modest, like many junior college players, 
Harley came on strong midway through the 
season after he had time to adjust to the 
Division I level. He earned the postseason 
honor based on his play in conference action, 
when he averaged 11.2 points per game 
and hit 45.6 percent (67-of-147) from the 
floor, including an impressive 48.0 percent 
(12-of-25) from 3-point range. 

2007-08 (JUNIOR)
Harley joined the Huskers for his junior 

season and by the end of the year was 
one of the team's key performers. Once 
his shot came around, Harley gave the 
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STEVE HARLEY

CAREER HIGHS
Points:
 20 vs. Kansas State (2/20/08)
Rebounds:
 6 vs. Maryland Eastern Shore (1/4/08)
Field Goals:
 9 vs. Kansas State (2/20/08)
Field-Goal Attempts:
 13 at Missouri (1/30/08)
Free Throws:
 6 at Creighton (11/24/07)
Free Throw Attempts:
 8 at Creighton (11/24/07)
3-point Field Goals:
 3 at Oklahoma State (3/1/08)
3-point Field-Goal Attempts:
 4 four times (last 3/14/08)
Assists:
 4 vs. Missouri (2/13/08)
Steals:
 3 two times (last 2/13/08)
Blocks:
 1 three times (last 3/19/08)
Minutes:
 38 two times (last 3/24/08)

Husker offense a new dimension as he is 
tremendous shooter from mid-range and 
has great acceleration with the ball. Despite 
standing just 5-11, Harley is also capable of 
getting through the lane and to the basket 
with ease, and he is deceptive with his speed 
and leaping ability. 

Early on, Harley struggled to make a 
quick adjustment to the increased level 
of competition at Division I during his first 
semester in Lincoln. However, he followed 
the guidance of Coach Doc Sadler and 
as the season progressed, Harley's game 
came to life at just the right time. With a 
renewed commitment to Sadler's offensive 
plan, Harley helped NU make a push during 
the stretch run of the season and get the 
Huskers into the postseason. 

Harley started just three of the first 
15 games he played in at Nebraska, but 
following a scoring outburst in the third 
game of league play, he went on to start 
the final 17 games of the season. During 
that span, the team went 9-8 with two 
overtime losses, and finished the final 12 
regular-season Big 12 Conference games 
with a 7-5 mark, trailing only co-champions 
Kansas and Texas. 

In his late-season offensive run, Harley 
was second on the squad behind center 
Aleks Maric by averaging 11.3 points per 
game on 45.6 percent shooting. Harley 
also nailed 76.7 percent (33-of-43) from 
the charity stripe while ranking third on the 

team in free throw attempts. 
After finding his rhythm on offense, 

Harley also showed a strong shooting touch 
from 3-point range. During the final two 
months of the season, he connected on 
42.9 percent (15-of-35) from long range, 
including hitting 11 of his last 24 attempts 
(45.8 percent) from beyond the arc. 

Harley's breakout game came in a one-
point setback against Baylor when he posted 
15 points on 6-of-11 shooting. That was the 
first of 12 double-figure scoring efforts in the 
final 18 games. He previously added two 
such games in non-conference play. 

In a four-game stretch that included wins 
over two ranked teams (Kansas State and 
Texas A&M) along with a victory over NCAA-
bound Oklahoma, Harley averaged 16.3 
points per game while hitting 25-of-41 (60.9 
percent) shots from the floor. He scored a 
career-high 20 points on 9-of-12 shooting 
against Kansas State, and added 17 points 
against both Oklahoma and Oklahoma State 
to end the four-game surge. 

In the classroom, Harley was one of 
10 players to earn academic honors in 
2007-08 when he was named to the Big 
12 Commissioner's Fall Honor Roll. 

BEFORE NEBRASKA
Harley made it to the Lincoln campus 

the week before fall semester in 2007, as 
he used summer school to complete his 
associate's degree at South Plains (Texas) 
College. While he was the last of a highly 
rated eight-player recruiting class  to arrive 
on the Nebraska campus, his arrival was 
one of the most anticipated by a Husker 
basketball player in recent years after 
Harley produced an outstanding junior 
college career.

As a sophomore, Harley finished an 
impressive campaign in 2007 by being 
named a first-team junior college All-
American. It was the second consecutive 
season Harley earned an All-America 
accolade as he was selected to the second 
team following the 2005-06 season. Harley 
was also named each year to the all-
conference and all-region teams. Following 
his final season at South Plains, he was 
among the elite junior college players in 
the country who were selected to play 
in the 2007 NJCAA Basketball Coaches 
Association All-Star Classic.

Harley's accolades came after he led 
South Plains back to the national spotlight. 
Behind Harley's strong play, South Plains 
vaulted to a No. 20 final national team 
ranking in NJCAA Division I. The Texans, 
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vs. All Opponents        Rebounds
Year MP G-GS FG-FGA Pct. 3FG-3FGA Pct. FT-FTA Pct. O-D Tot.-Avg. F A TO B S TP-Avg.
2007-08 843 32-20 105-247 .425 20-49 .408 61-86 .709 13-69 82-2.6 38 47 43 3 34 291-9.1

vs. Big 12 Opponents        Rebounds
Year MP G-GS FG-FGA Pct. 3FG-3FGA Pct. FT-FTA Pct. O-D Tot.-Avg. F A TO B S TP-Avg.
2007-08 465 16-13 67-147 .456 12-25 .480 33-46 .717 4-33 37-2.3 23 22 26 0 18 179-11.2

HARLEY'S CAREER STATS

who were guided by long-time junior college 
coach Steve Green, ended the year with 
an outstanding 26-7 overall record behind 
Harley, whose consistent play paved the way 
with a team-best 19.2 points per game. He 
showed a balanced approach offensively 
as he added 3.9 rebounds and 2.8 assists 
per game. Harley shot an outstanding 51.9 
percent (256-of-493) from the floor, with 
most of his baskets coming in the paint or on 
mid-range jumpers, and hit 103 free throws 
after getting to the line a team-high 156 
times. He also led the team with 72 steals 
and logged 1,137 minutes (34.5 mpg) on 
the court, 140 minutes more than anyone 
else on the team.

A year earlier, Harley made junior college 
coaches around the country take notice as 
he helped South Plains to a 24-8 record as 
he averaged 20.7 points, 4.1 assists, 2.9 
rebounds and 2.0 steals per game. 

Harley's solid performances throughout 
his junior college career helped him earn 
a No. 4 national ranking among shooting 
guards by Rick Ball for The Sporting News 
2006-07 Preseason Yearbook. Harley was 
also ranked the No. 3 point guard in the 
junior college ranks by nbadraft.net, as he 
worked the point for Green each of his two 
years in Texas.

A native of Temple Hills, Md., Harley 
played his final season of prep basketball 
at Marriott High School for Coach Lonnie 
Brooks. Following his senior campaign in 
2003-04, Harley was ranked among the 
top 100 high school players in the country 
by Hoopmasters.com as he averaged more 
than 25 points and seven assists per game 
to earn all-area (Baltimore) recognition. The 
previous year, Harley played for Crossland 
High School as a junior when he averaged 28 
points per game to earn all-state honors. 

Following graduation from high school, 
Harley chose not to enroll in college in the 
fall of 2004. Instead, he remained at home 
and did not play competitive basketball 
during the 2004-05 season. He then 

decided to pursue college and basketball 
by joining Green at South Plains before 
coming to Nebraska in Coach Doc Sadler's 
first recruiting class. 

PERSONAL
Steve is the son of Laviene 

and Stanley Harley, and was 
born on Nov. 16, 1985. He has 
one brother, Stanley, and one 
sister, Sade. Steve is majoring 
in sociology at Nebraska.

Harley was recruited by 
a number of schools out of 
junior college before signing 
with the Huskers. Among the 
most interested suitors were 
Kansas State from the Big 12 
and several teams from the East 
Coast, including St. John's, Seton 
Hall, Canisius and Quinnipiac.


