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ExpERiENcEd	HuSKERS	HuNt	FOR	NcAA	cHAMpiONSHip	Bid
After earning its second straight NCAA Regional 

appearance in 2006-07, a talented and experienced 
Nebraska women’s golf team will take aim at even 
higher goals in 2007-08.

The Huskers, who earned a trip to the NCAA 
Championships in 2006, will be hoping for a return 
trip to the 24-team tournament in 2008 behind one of 
the deepest teams in school history.

Nebraska Coach Robin Krapfl, who enters her 21st 
year at the helm of the Husker program, said NU 
appears to have the necessary ingredients to make a 
run in the postseason.

“Obviously, you have to have talent, but you also 
need great leadership, a great work ethic and a 
team-first attitude,” Krapfl said. “I think we have all 
those things this year, and I believe we will also have 
some impressive depth to help keep things extremely 
competitive day-in and day-out in practice.”

The Huskers will be led on the course by returning 
All-Big 12 senior Elli Brown. The native of Meridian, 
Idaho finished third at the 2007 Big 12 Championships 
after posting one of the best seasons in school history 
in 2006-07.

Brown, a three-year starter in Nebraska’s lineup, 
will be in the hunt for individual All-America honors 
this year.

“Elli has been solid for us week-in and week-out 
for three years in our lineup,” Krapfl said. “Last year, 
she took on more of a leadership role for our team as 
well, so she should be an undeniable leader on this 
year’s squad.”

Brown owns 12 career top-10 finishes as a Husker, 
including eight a year ago, while posting 19 top-25 
career finishes at NU.

Along with her success on the course, she has also 
earned first-team All-Big 12 honors in the classroom 
during her career and is a member of Nebraska’s 
Student-Athlete Advisory Committee.

Joining Brown as a leader in 2007-08 will be Allison 
Stewart. The fifth-year senior from Vermillion, S.D., has 
been a valuable contributor in Nebraska’s lineup at the 
Big 12 Championships each of the past three seasons, 
helping the Huskers qualify for NCAA Regionals the 
last two years.

Stewart came on strong at the end of her junior 
season and was one of Nebraska’s most reliable golfers 
down the stretch, which included a 20th-place showing 
at the Big 12 Championships.

Along with her success on the course, Stewart has 
been a star in the classroom at Nebraska. A three-
time NGCA Scholastic All-American, Stewart earned 
first-team academic All-Big 12 honors last year, and 
may contend for CoSIDA Academic All-America honors 
this season.

“Allison has played a major role on our team the last 
three seasons and we hope she can take her game up a 
notch this year,” Krapfl said. “She has great leadership 
qualities, is a great teammate, and she is certainly one 
of the hardest workers on our team. She will help set 
the tone for our younger players.”

The only other upperclassman on Nebraska’s roster 
is fourth-year junior Megan Place from Omaha. Place 
hopes to contend for a spot in NU’s lineup this season 
after earning a part-time role in each of the last two 
years.

A three-time NGCA Scholastic All-American, Allison Stewart is expected to provide senior leadership for the Huskers in 
2007-08. Stewart has helped the Huskers claim back-to-back NCAA Regional bids the past two seasons. 

“Megan has been focused on improving her game 
and she has made some strides,” Krapfl said. “She will 
certainly be a contender to fill the spot in the lineup 
created by the graduation of Chrissie McArdle.”

Nebraska’s talented young group of golfers will 
provide major pushes to the more experienced 
Huskers.

Sophomore Kate White enjoyed one of the best 
freshman seasons in school history a year ago, 
competing in all 35 rounds and earning Midseason 
Freshman All-America honors from GolfWorld.

Along the way, the native of Waukegan, Ill., won a 
tournament title at the Bronco Invitational and tied a 
Nebraska record with an opening-round 67. She posted 
four rounds below par, and proved herself as one of the 
Huskers’ most explosive players on the course.

“Kate had an outstanding freshman year, but I know 
that at the end of the season she wanted to do more to 
help the team,” Krapfl said. “I think she learned a lot 
about herself and the game last year, and it will make 
her a more consistent player this year.”

White was not the only freshman to make an impact 
on NU’s lineup last season. JC Stevenson, a native of 
Grand Island, Neb., filled a spot in Nebraska’s top five 
through most of the season.

Stevenson enjoyed moments of success throughout 
the year, but battled to find consistency as she adjusted 
to the collegiate game.

“JC really did some good things for us throughout 
the year, and put together some big rounds to help us 
at times,” Krapfl said. “Obviously, we will want her to 
improve her consistency this year, but that is a natural 
progression for a young golfer to make.”

A third sophomore, Charlotte Wendner, also got a 
taste of college competition last year and will be looking 
to battle for a lineup spot this year.

Wendner, a native of Bjarred, Sweden, competed 
in eight rounds but did not play as a member of NU’s 
lineup. She did show some flashes of a strong game, 
firing a round of 75 during the season.

“Charlotte has the intangible of length and is just 
getting a firm grasp of the game,” Krapfl said. “She has 
a lot of potential though, which gives us a lot of reasons 
to look forward to her future here at Nebraska.”

A pair of redshirts will hope to get their first taste 
of college action this season for the Huskers. Rachel 
Hanigan and Sydney Sturdevant both opted for redshirt 
seasons last year to hone their games and make a 
smooth transition to NCAA Division I golf.

“Both Rachel and Sydney had solid redshirt years and 
I think they learned a lot,” Krapfl said. “They will both 
be ready to make a push for the lineup, but even if they 
don’t earn spots they will be valuable contributors to our 
team because of their competitive nature.”

Hanigan and Sturdevant are also both excellent 
students, earning spots on the Big 12 Commissioner’s 
Academic Honor Roll both semesters of 2006-07.

Along with the two redshirts, Nebraska’s freshman 
class will be bolstered by true freshmen Mary Kate Bird 
and Kayla Knopik.

Although Bird and Knopik will be the newest Huskers, 
they will both likely be right in the thick of the battle for 
spots in the Nebraska lineup.

Bird, joins the Huskers as one of the most impressive 
junior golfers in school history. The Kansas City, Mo., 
native was ranked No. 76 nationally in the Golfweek 
Class of 2007 Junior Rankings and was the 2006 
Missouri state high school champion.
 “I think in Mary Kate we are getting a great golfer who 
has the game to play at the highest level,” Krapfl said. 
“She has excellent length off the tee, is a consistent ball-
striker and has a great putting stroke. More importantly, 
she is a wonderful person and a good student. She is 
also a great team player.”
 Knopik was one of the top players in the Nebraska 
prep ranks last season and has shown the ability to go 
head-to-head with some of NU’s best players. In 2006, 
she finished as the runner-up to Stevenson for the 
Nebraska Girls Match Play title.
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Sophomore Kate White will try to help lead the Huskers, after 
producing one of the most successful freshman seasons in 
school history a year ago.

ROStER/ScHEduLE	iNFORMAtiON

Nebraska will shoot for its fifth consecutive Chip-N Club Invitational title when the Huskers play host to their home 
tournament at Woodland Hills Golf Club in Lincoln Sept. 10-11. The Huskers won the 14-team invitational last season 
with a three-round total of 929, and three Husker individuals finished in the top 10.

2007-08 NEBRASKA ROSTER
Name Year Hometown (Previous)
Mary Kate Bird..................................... Fr. ................................ Kansas City, Mo. (St. Teresa’s Academy)
Elli Brown*** ...................................... Sr. .......................................................... Meridian, Idaho (Kuna)
Rachel Hanigan................................... RFr. ..................................................Dunlap, Iowa (Boyer Valley)
Kayla Knopik........................................ Fr. ......................................... Papillion, Neb. (Papillion-LaVista)
Megan Place**.................................... Jr. ........................................ Omaha, Neb. (Duchesne Academy)
JC Stevenson* ..................................... So. ........................................ Grand Island, Neb. (Grand Island)
Allison Stewart*** .............................. Sr. ....................................................Vermillion, S.D. (Vermillion)
Sydney Sturdevant............................... RFr. .....................................................Sioux Falls, S.D. (Lincoln)
Charlotte Wendner* ............................. So. ...........................................Bjarred, Sweden (Polhemskolan)
Kate White* ......................................... So. .........................................................Waukegan, Ill. (Carmel)
Head Coach:  Robin Krapfl, 21st Season

2007-08 NEBRASKA SCHEDULE

FALL 2007 
Date Event (Location) Time
Sept. 10-11 Chip-N Club Invitational (Woodland Hills Golf Club, Lincoln, Neb.) 8:30 a.m.
Sept. 17-18 Ron Moore Intercollegiate (Denver, Colo.) 9 a.m.
Oct. 1-2 Marilynn Smith/Sunflower Invitational (Manhattan, Kan.) 8 a.m.
Oct. 8-9 Bronco Fall Invitational (Boise, Idaho) 9 a.m. 
Oct. 29-30 Edwin Watts/Palmetto Intercollegiate (Kiawah Island, S.C.) 8 a.m.

SPRING 2008
Date Event (Location) Time
Feb. 18-19 Central District Invitational (Parrish, Fla.) 8 a.m.
March 10-12 UNLV Spring Invitational (Henderson, Nev.) 9 a.m.
March 17-18 Betsy Rawls Longhorn Invitational (Austin, Texas) 9 a.m.
March 29-30 Mountain View Collegiate (Tucson, Ariz.) 9 a.m.
April 1-2 BYU Dixie Classic (St. George, Utah) 9 a.m.
April 19-20 Ohio State Spring Invitational (Columbus, Ohio) 9 a.m.
April 25-27 Big 12 Championships (Stillwater, Okla.) 9 a.m.
May 8-10 NCAA Regionals (Host sites) 9 a.m.
May 20-23 NCAA Tournament (Albuquerque, N.M.) 9 a.m.
All times central and subject to change.  

 “Kayla has the potential to develop into a very good 
college golfer,” Krapfl said. “She was a three-sport athlete 
in high school, so it will be her first chance to really focus 
on golf. She has good length off the tee and she is a 
competitor.”
 Nebraska will again be challenged by an outstanding 
schedule that tees off at its own Chip-N Club Invitational 
at Woodland Hills Golf Club, Sept. 10-11.
 After attempting to defend their team title in Lincoln, 
the Huskers will head to the Ron Moore Intercollegiate in 
Denver (Sept. 17-18) and to the Marilynn Smith/Sunflower 
Invite in Manhattan, Kan. (Oct. 1-2), before attempting to 
defend their team crown at the Bronco Invitational in Boise, 
Idaho (Oct. 8-9).
 NU will wrap up fall competition at the Edwin Watts/
Palmetto Intercollegiate (Oct. 29-30), before opening the 
spring at the Central District Invitational in Florida (Feb. 
18-19). The Huskers will compete at the UNLV Spring Invite 
(March 10-12) and the Betsy Rawls Longhorn Invite (March 
17-18) before attempting to defend another team title at 
the Mountain View Collegiate (March 29-30).
 Nebraska closes regular-season competition at the 
BYU Dixie Classic (April 1-2) and the Ohio State Spring 
Invitational (April 19-20), before battling for the Big 12 
title in Stillwater, Okla. (April 25-27).
 NCAA Regionals are set for May 8-10, before the season 
concludes with the NCAA Championships in Albuquerque, 
N.M., May 20-23.

“We will need to play great golf to earn a spot at the NCAA 
Championships, but I think this team has that potential.“ 
Krapfl said. “If we work hard every day and stay focused on 
each shot, we could have a very successful season.”
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