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|+|2006-07 (R-Freshman)
Ben	 Nelson	 joined	 the	 Husker	

program	 as	 a	 walk-on	 following	 open	
tryouts	during	the	first	semester	before	
official	practices	began.	Despite	the	late	
start,	 he	 contributed	 to	 the	 Huskers'	
improvement	throughout	the	season	by	
serving	primarily	as	a	practice	player,	
although	he	saw	some	game	action	late	
in	the	year.	In	practice,	Nelson	provided	
needed	depth	in	the	paint	against	all-
conference	center	Aleks	Maric.

On	the	season,	Nelson	appeared	in	
three	contests	for	a	total	of	nine	minutes.	
All	three	of	Nelson's	appearances	came	
during	 Big	 12	 Conference	 action,	
including	 two	 contests	 on	 the	 road.	
He	was	one	of	two	new	walk-ons	(also	
Nick	 Krenk)	 to	 earn	 a	 varsity	 letter	
after	making	the	travel	squad	for	every	
league	contest.	

Nelson's	most	extensive	action	came	
with	five	minutes	against	OU.	He	also	
logged	 three	 minutes	 at	 nationally	
ranked	Kansas	and	had	one	minute	at	
home	vs.	Colorado	when	he	recorded	his	
only	shot	attempt	of	the	year.		

|+| Before Nebraska
Nelson	did	not	compete	in	basketball	

in	his	first	season	on	the	Lincoln	campus,	
and	 instead	 concentrated	 his	 athletic	
interests	 on	 Nebraska's	 club	 rugby	
team.	Nelson	was	named	to	the	All-Big	
12	team	for	his	efforts	on	the	field	at	
the	lock/jumper	position.	

Nelson	lettered	two	years	for	Atwater-
Cosmos-Grove	 City	 High	 School	 and	
Coach	 Terry	 Miller.	 Nelson	 earned	
all-conference	honors	as	a	senior	when	
he	 led	 the	 squad	 with	 6.0	 rebounds	
and	2.4	blocks	per	game	while	hitting	
a	team-best	67	percent	from	the	field.	
He	also	averaged	7.3	points	per	game	
that	season,	when	he	also	set	the	school	
single-game	(9)	and	single-season	(60)	
records	 for	blocked	 shots.	He	posted	
career	 highs	 of	 19	 points	 and	 15	
rebounds	as	a	senior	as	well.	

A	 two-year	 letterwinner	 on	 the	
basketball	court,	Nelson	also	earned	a	
pair	of	varsity	letters	in	track	and	field.	
In	 the	 classroom,	 he	 was	 a	 National	
Honor	Society	member	and	an	'A'	Honor	
Roll	student.

Ben Nelson

|+| Personal
Ben	 is	 the	 son	 of	 Dawn	 and	 Virgil	

Nelson,	and	was	born	Oct.	5,	1986.	He	
has	one	brother,	Dan.	Ben	is	majoring	
in	 mechanized	 systems	 management	
at	Nebraska.	

|+|2006-07 (Sophomore)
Cole	Salomon	sat	out	under	NCAA	

transfer	 guidelines	 and	 redshirted	
during	his	first	season	at	Nebraska.	He	
joined	the	program	in	the	fall	as	a	walk-
on	and	will	likely	see	his	first	Division	I	
playing	time	this	winter.

|+| Before Nebraska
Salomon	 played	 one	 season	 of	

collegiate	basketball	at	in-state	Division	
II	power	Nebraska-Kearney	 for	Coach	
Tom	Kropp.	UNK	ran	to	a	23-8	record	
during	Salomon's	lone	season	with	the	
Lopers,	when	he	averaged	1.9	points	and	
1.1	rebounds	over	24	contests.	Salomon	
hit	51.2	percent	(21-of-41)	from	the	floor	
while	averaging	nearly	seven	minutes	
per	game	as	a	true	freshman.

Before	joining	the	Lopers,	Salomon	
garnered	great	recognition	on	the	court	
while	 playing	 for	 Millard	 North	 High	
School	 in	 Omaha.	 He	 was	 a	 second-
team	 all-metro	 selection	 as	 a	 senior	
and	earned	honorable-mention	all-state	
accolades	three	straight	seasons.	

Playing	 for	 Coach	 Chip	 Bahe,	
Salomon	 averaged	 16.5	 points,	 7.7	

rebounds	 and	 2.3	 blocks	 per	 game	
as	 a	 senior	 while	 helping	 North	 to	 a	
16-5	 record.	 As	 a	 junior	 he	 averaged	
13.5	 points,	 6.0	 rebounds	 and	 2.3	
blocks	per	contest.	 	At	the	end	of	his	
distinguished	career,	Salomon	was	the	
all-time	leader	in	points,	rebounds	and	
blocks	at	Millard	North.	An	all-around	
solid	athlete,	Salomon	also	competed	
for	the	track	team	in	high	school.	

During	the	summer	season,	Salomon	
played	 on	 the	 Nebraska	 Bison-Runza	
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AAU	 squad	 for	 Coach	 Bob	 Hopp.	
Salomon	helped	the	team	to	a	top-16	
finish	at	the	Vegas	Big	Time	Tournament	
in	2004	while	averaging	nine	points	and	
four	rebounds	per	game.	

|+| Personal
Cole	 is	 the	 son	 of	 Jill	 and	 Bret	

Salomon,	and	was	born	on	July	19,	1986.	
He	has	one	sister,	Brooke.	He	is	majoring	
in	accounting	at	Nebraska.
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