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A Message from the N Club President

We’re off  to a great start for 2009!!

The Letterwinners N Club had a successful weekend of  events to kick off  its 2009 campaign to 
renew the vitality of  the N Club and to grow its membership. Set during the 2009 Spring Football 
game weekend, the N Club events kicked off  with the Fifth Annual Football Letterwinners’ Spring 
Game Golf  Classic on Friday afternoon. A total of  204 football Letterwinners participated in 
the golf  outing. While Coach Bo Pelini and his staff  joined in the golf, Tom Osborne and Doc 
Sadler socialized with former players at lunch before the event began.  

Following golf  and an evening BBQ for all the players, the N Club joined Coach Pelini and his 
staff, the Husker football team and a large number of  football recruits in the Hawks Championship 
Center for a special letter award event to honor the new 2008 football lettermen. Sixteen new 
lettermen were recognized for their achievements on the field and awarded the coveted “N” 
letterman’s jacket. This was a tremendous event for everyone involved and is set to become an 
annual event.  

To cap off  the weekend’s activities, a Letterwinners N Club tailgate party was held on Saturday 
morning before the kickoff  of  the 2009 spring football game. More than 150 attended the event 
and shared great weather, good food, and fellowship with former Letterwinners from all Husker 
sports teams. The Spring Game weekend was a great start toward growing our N Club and 
setting in motion our mission to promote and nurture the athletic legacy, traditions and values 
of  what it means to be a true Nebraska Cornhusker. 

Go Big Red!
Clete Blakeman 
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Coach Bo Pelini and former offensive line coach 
Milt Tenopir joined in on the golf outing.

N Club members enjoy great food and fellowship 
at the N Club Spring Game Tailgate.

Former footballplayers Phil Ellis, Jon Vedral, 
 Pat Ricketts, Kevin Guse and his wife, Alisha, 

caught up before the game.
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Lee Guides Red Team to Spring Game Win
The Nebraska football team ended the 2009 spring practice season 

as Zac Lee connected on 15-of-18 pass attempts, including three 
touchdown tosses, to lead the Husker Red team to a 31-17 win during 
the annual Red-White Spring Game in front of 77,670 fans at Memorial 
Stadium on April 18. 

Playing under sunny skies after an early morning rain, the White 
team dominated the first quarter but managed just three points on 
the scoreboard. After the Red team’s opening drive stalled, LaTravis 
Washington led the White squad on a 75-yard drive in 16 plays to 
put his team in field-goal position. The newly converted quarterback 
completed his first three passes, including a 21-yard catch by Chris 
Brooks, while Austin Jones pounded out 17 yards on the ground, before 
Adi Kunalic capped the drive with a 25-yard field goal.

The White defense held the Red squad to just six plays and four 
total yards in the first quarter, but the Reds nearly managed to tie the 
game midway through the second period on an Alex Henery kick. Lee 
notched three passes over 10 yards, including two to tight end’s Mike 
McNeill and Ben Cotton, while Quentin Castille added a 17-yard run 
to push the Reds into field-goal position. Henery had enough distance 
on a 50-yard attempt, but the kick was wide right.

The White team capitalized on the mistake with a touchdown just 
three minutes later. Washington connected with Antonio Bell twice on 
the drive, including a 26-yard catch down to the four-yard line, before 
tossing a four-yard TD pass to Brooks. Washington went 4-of-5 on 
the seven-play, 67-yard drive.

Lee and the Red offense got going late in the second quarter to post 
its first touchdown of the half. On a seven-play, 73-yard drive, Lee aired 
out the ball several times, including a 21-yard strike to newly converted 
wide receiver Marcus Mendoza for the squad’s first touchdown. Lee 
was 6-of-7 passing on the drive.

 

The Red defense continued the squad’s momentum with the game’s 
first turnover on the first play after the kickoff. Terrence Moore ripped 
the ball out of Lester Ward’s hands and the Red recovered. Two plays 
later, Lee found Cotton in the middle of the field for a 24-yard score 
and his second touchdown pass in 26 seconds.

The Reds took a 14-10 lead into halftime, as Husker fans took to 
the field to continue a Spring Game tradition during the break. More 
than 10,000 children and their adult sponsors and parents converged 
on the FieldTurf to take the Drug Free Pledge, led by assistant coach 
Ron Brown and former Husker Joe Ganz.

After the fans cleared the field, the Reds continued to impress. The 
defense forced the White team to punt, and Lee struck quickly with 
three straight completions, including a 40-yard pass to Wes Cammack 
for a touchdown.

 

2009 NebrAskA footbAll sChedule
Sept. 5    Florida Atlantic   Memorial Stadium 
Sept. 12    Arkansas State   Memorial Stadium 
Sept. 19    Virginia Tech   at Blacksburg, Va. 
Sept. 26    Louisiana-Lafayette (HC)   Memorial Stadium
Oct. 8    Missouri   at Columbia, Mo.  
Oct. 17    Texas Tech   Memorial Stadium 
Oct. 24    Iowa State   Memorial Stadium
Oct. 31    Baylor   at Waco, Texas
Nov. 7    Oklahoma   Memorial Stadium
Nov. 14    Kansas   at Lawrence, Kan.
Nov. 21    Kansas State   Memorial Stadium 
Nov. 27    Colorado   at Boulder, Colo. 
Dec. 5    Big 12 Championship Game   at Arlington, Texas   
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Neither squad found the scoreboard the rest of the third quarter, 
but Cody Green led the Red squad on a methodical 11-play, 47-yard 
drive late in the period that resulted in a Henery field goal early in 
the fourth. Green completed four passes and Collins Okafor added 
14 yards on the ground before the drive stalled and Henery made a 
40-yard attempt.

The Reds held the White squad to 
a three-and-out and extended its lead 
on the legs of Okafor on the following 
possession. An 11-yard pass from 
Green to Mendoza started the drive, 
but it was four straight runs and a 
touchdown for Okafor after that, 
including a 33-yard burst through the 
line for the score.

Washington guided the White team 
to a quick counter strike with a 71-yard 

touchdown pass to Kyler Reed. Washington found the wide receiver 
on a quick slant and Reed sped down the sideline to the endzone for 
the longest play of the game.

Lee led the offenses with 214 yards passing while Washington added 
190 passing yards (13-of-21) and two touchdowns for the White squad. 
On the ground, Okafor’s late play led to a game-best 79 yards on 11 
rushes. Quentin Castille added 33 yards for the Red team while Lester 
Ward led the White squad with 53 yards on 10 carries. 

Eleven players caught a pass on the 
Red team with Cotton leading the way 
with four catches for 48 yards. Mendoza 
added 58 yards and score while five Red 
players had at least 30 yards receiving. 
Chris Brooks led the White team with 
five catches for 48 yards and a score. 

In special teams, Antonio Bell returned 
five kickoffs for 107 yards and added 21 
yards on three punt returns. Justin 
Damkroger led the way with two punts for a 47.5-yard average. Henry, 
an all-league kicker last year, is trying to add on the punting job this 
year and averaged 43.2 yards on four punts, with a game-long 55 
yarder. Henry had six kickoffs for an average of 69.2 yards per game 
to round out his day. 

NU’s Red-White Spring game marks the end of the spring practice 
period, while student-athletes will complete the spring semester in a 
few weeks. Nebraska opens the 2009 regular season against Florida 
Atlantic in Memorial Stadium on Saturday, Sept. 5.

Three Huskers Selected in NFL Draft
Three Nebraska players were selected on day two of the 2009 National Football League Draft. 
Linebacker Cody Glenn was the first Husker selected in round five, followed by offensive 
linemen Matt Slauson and Lydon Murtha. In addition, at least six other Huskers have agreed 
to free-agent contracts.

Glenn was selected with the 158th overall pick in the fifth round by 
the Washington Redskins. Glenn played the first three seasons of 
his Nebraska career at running back before switching to linebacker 
prior to the 2008 campaign. Glenn played in nine games as a senior 
and finished with 51 tackles, including six tackles for loss. In his first 
three seasons, the 6-0, 235-pounder rushed for 579 yards and 14 
touchdowns from the I-back position. 

Slauson was the second Husker taken on day two of the draft, going 
to the New York Jets with the 193rd overall pick in round six. Slauson 
has been a mainstay of the Nebraska offensive line over the past 
four seasons. The 6-5, 320-pound Slauson played in 48 games 
over the past four seasons, with 35 starts, including all 13 games at 
right guard in 2008. His play has helped Nebraska rank among the 
nation's top 15 offenses each of the past two seasons, and Slauson 
was a second-team All-Big 12 pick during his senior season.

Murtha was the third and final Husker chosen on Sunday, when the 
Detroit Lions made him the 228th overall selection in the seventh 
round. Murtha joined Slauson in forming a strong right side of the 
Nebraska offensive line. Murtha battled through an injury-plagued 
senior season to start nine games at right tackle. In his career the 
6-7, 315-pound Murtha played in 40 contests with 23 career starts. 
Murtha earned honorable-mention All-Big 12 honors for his play each 
of the past two seasons. 

The selection of Glenn, Slauson and Murtha marked the 40th straight season Nebraska has had 
at least three players chosen in the NFL Draft.

Several other Huskers have agreed to free agent contract with various NFL teams, including: 
I-back Marlon Lucky (Cincinnati), defensive 
end Zach Potter (New York Jets), wide 
receiver Todd Peterson (Jacksonville) 
receiver Nate Swift (Denver), defensive 
tackle Ty Steinkuhler (Cincinnati) and 
quarterback Joe Ganz (Washington). 

Lucky was a second-team All-Big 12 pick as 
a junior and finished his career as fourth on 
Nebraska's all-purpose yards list. 

Potter was a two-year starter at defensive end and earned honorable-mention all-league honors 
each of the past two seasons. He finished second on the team in tackles for loss and sacks 
in 2008. 

Peterson was one of the most productive Husker receivers in school history. The 6-4, 215-
pounder finished fifth in school history in receptions and fourth in receiving yards. His 62 
receptions in 2008 are the third-highest season total in Nebraska history. 

Swift is Nebraska's all-time receptions leader and also finished second on the Huskers' career 
receiving yardage list as well as season receptions and receiving yardage lists. Swift was an 
honorable-mention All-Big 12 choice as a senior in 2008.

A Lincoln native, Steinkuhler played a key role in the resurgence of Nebraska's defense in 2008. 
Steinkuhler made 48 tackles, including eight tackles for loss to help Nebraska rank second in 
the Big 12 in total defense. 

Ganz shattered numerous Nebraska school records in his 16 games as the Huskers' starting 
quarterback. In his senior season, Ganz was named the Team MVP after breaking season 
records for passing yards and total offensive yards. 

biG �2 seleCtioNs 
iN the 2009 Nfl drAft
1.   Missouri 6
2.   Oklahoma 5
3.   Texas 4
   Texas Tech 4
5.   Nebraska 3



Cornerback Alfonzo Dennard

Cornerback Alfonzo Dennard

Wide receiver Chris Brooks (top) and cornerback Alfonzo Dennard

Tight end Ben Cotton (left) and linebacker Alonzo Whaley

Quarterback Cody Green

The 2009 National Champion bowling team is recognized on the field

Quarterback Zac Lee

Wide receiver Antonio BellCornerback Anthony West (left) and wide receiver Wes Cammack Running back Collins Okafor

Wide receiver Tim MarloweWide receiver Stephen Osborne (left) and cornerback Alfonzo Dennard
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 The 12 members of the 2008 football team comprising the 12th annual Brook Berringer Citizenship 
Team were announced by the Nebraska Athletic Department on April 17. The student-athletes were 
recognized on the field before kickoff of the Red-White Spring Game at Memorial Stadium. 
 The Brook Berringer Citizenship Team was established by the Husker football program in honor of former 
Nebraska quarterback Brook Berringer, who died in a plane crash in April of 1996. Berringer was a member 
of NU’s back-to-back national championship teams in 1994 and 1995. He was also one of the most dedicated 
Husker volunteers in the community with youth, both in Nebraska and in his hometown of Goodland, Kan. The 
team honors players who display a similar love and dedication for volunteering in the community.
 This year’s Berringer Citizenship Team is headlined 
by five repeat honorees, including five-time honoree Jake 
Wesch. A 2008 senior from North Bend, Neb., Wesch 
has been one of the most active Huskers in community 
outreach since his arrival on campus. Wesch is the 
first five-time honoree in the history of the Berringer 
Citizenship Team.
 Joining Wesch as multiple-year members on the 
Berringer Team are four-time recipient Dan Titchener, 
who was a three-year starter at punter before completing 
his eligibility in 2008, three-time recipient Todd Peterson and two-time honorees Tyler Wortman and 
Blake Lawrence. Peterson and Wortman are both Grand Island natives who completed their eligibility in 
the 2008 season, while Lawrence will be a junior linebacker for the Huskers in 2009.
 Seven players are being honored for the first time in their careers. That group includes juniors Dan 
Glassman, Alex Henery and Adi Kunalic, and sophomores Anthony Blue, Marcel Jones, Marcus Mendoza 
and Lance Thorell.
 The football team has continued to be among Nebraska’s most active teams in the local community. The 
squad has been a finalist for the Life Skills Team Award each of the past four seasons. 
Athletic Director Tom Osborne and Associate Athletic Director for Life Skills Keith Zimmer made the 
presentation to the Berringer team recipients.
 In addition to the Berringer Team, senior defensive back Matt O’Hanlon was honored as the recipient of 
the third annual Cletus Fischer Endowed Scholarship. The scholarship is presented annually to a Nebraska 
football player who has demonstrated a high level of athletic and academic achievement and intends to 
pursue a career as a high school or college coach.

2009 Brook Berringer Citizenship Team (years on team)

Twelve Huskers Named to Brook Berringer 
Citizenship TeamwistroM NAMed to ColleGe 

footbAll hAll of fAMe

Nebraska great Grant Wistrom is among 18 players and 
coaches who are part of the 2009 College Football Hall 
of Fame class.

Wistrom will become the 14th Nebraska player in the 
College Football Hall of Fame, along with six former 
Cornhusker coaches. He will officially be inducted in New 
York City on Dec. 8. Wistrom is the first Nebraska player 
to join the Hall since 1983 Heisman winner Mike Rozier 
was inducted in 2006.

Wistrom said he was humbled by the honor of being selected 
to the College Football Hall of Fame and owes much of his 
success to his coaches and former teammates.

"I don't even know where to begin to thank the coaches 
and players who have helped me receive this special 
award," Wistrom said. "Obviously, this is not only an honor 
for me, but is indicative of the guys I played with and the 
coaches who helped me develop to my full potential.

"Our teams posted the best four-year record in the history 
of college football, and I know there are other deserving 
candidates from those teams. I would like to specifically 
thank Coach Osborne, Charlie McBride and Tony Samuel 
for helping me develop as a player on the field and as a 
man off the field."

Nebraska Athletic Director Tom Osborne, Wistrom's college 
coach, said the selection was very deserving. Osborne is 
one of six Nebraska coaches in the Hall, having been 
inducted in 1998, immediately following his retirement. 

"Grant Wistrom was an ideal representative of University 
of Nebraska athletics," Osborne said. "He was an 
outstanding student, a great player and had exceptional 
leadership skills. His decision to return to Nebraska for his 
senior year was critical to our undefeated season in 1997. 
During his time at Nebraska, Grant certainly represented 
Nebraska admirably on and off the field."

Wistrom was the anchor of the Husker defense during 
one of the most successful eras in college football. During 
his career from 1994 to 1997, the Cornhuskers compiled 
a 49-2 record and won three national championships. 
Wistrom was a two-time first-team All-American in 1996 
and 1997, and in 1997 he became the fourth Nebraska 
player to capture the Lombardi Award.

The Webb City, Mo., native holds the school record for 
tackles for loss with 58.5 for 260 yards, and he ranks 
second in Nebraska history with 26.5 sacks. Wistrom had 
his No. 98 jersey retired during the 1998 season.

 The Walk-on Club is proud to sponsor 
the first-annual Walk-on Club Postgraduate 
Scholarship. This scholarship will go to a former 
Husker football player who came to Nebraska as 
a walk-on and wishes to enroll in graduate school 
in one of the four Nebraska System Universities.
 The application deadline is May 15. One winner, 
to be selected by June 15, will receive up to $3,000 
his first year of postgraduate school. All applicants 
must be less than six years removed from their 
initial season of eligibility. Those interested in 
applying should request an application from Keith 
Zimmer at kzimmer@huskers.com. 

 Also of note for former football walk-ons, NET 
Television is doing a new one-hour documentary 
called Walk Ons-Huskers’ Edge. At the end of the 
opening of the program, the producers would like 
to show video of kids playing “pick-up” football in 
their backyards or on a small field. This footage 
can be on any format, but it should be taken before 
1994. 
 If you have footage that you think will work 
for this section, please call NET Producer Joel 
Geyer on his cell phone at (402) 617-1968 and 
arrangements will be made to copy the material.

Football Walk-On Scholarship, Documentary

2009 Brook Berringer Citizenship Team

* Anthony Blue, CB, Cedar Hill, Texas, 2009
* Dan Glassman, DE, Omaha, Neb., 2009
* Alex Henery, PK, Omaha, Neb., 2009
* Marcel Jones, OT, Phoenix, Ariz., 2009
* Adi Kunalic, PK, Fort Worth, Texas, 2009
* Blake Lawrence, LB, Shawnee Mission, Kan., 
     2008, 2009
* Marcus Mendoza, WR, Houston, Texas, 2009

* Todd Peterson, WR, Grand Island, Neb., 2007,  
     2008, 2009
* Lance Thorell, DB, Loomis, Neb., 2009
* Dan Titchener, P, Cheyenne, Wyo., 2006, 2007, 
     2008, 2009
* Jake Wesch, PK/H, North Bend, Neb., 2005, 2006, 
   2007, 2008, 2009
* Tyler Wortman, LB, Grand Island, Neb., 2008, 
     2009
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NU Wrestling Team Reaches New Heights 
 After recording one of its best campaigns a year earlier, the Nebraska wrestling team exceeded 
expectations again during 2008-09 by battling to a 17-3-1 dual record, winning its first Big 12 wrestling 
title ever and posting a second consecutive fourth-place finish at the NCAA Championships behind a 
national title from junior Jordan Burroughs. The Huskers entered last fall as a vastly redesigned team, 
with five wrestlers in their first year as a full-time starter, but the team showed true grit and determination 
en route to another standout season in 2008-09.

       Four Huskers captured individual conference titles to help NU 
earn a Big 12 co-championship with Iowa State in the NU Coliseum on 
March 7. The crown was the first Big 12 championship for Nebraska 
and the first conference wrestling title for the Huskers since winning 
the 1995 Big Eight title.
          Nebraska entered the finals six points behind Iowa State, but went 4-1
 in the championship round, while ISU won just two of seven championship 
bouts, resulting in the team tie. Burroughs, junior Craig Brester and 
seniors Brandon Browne and Vince Jones each captured individual titles 
for Nebraska in exciting matches. The titles for Burroughs and Browne 
marked the second straight Big 12 crowns for each. The four conference 
champions tied for the most in school history.

 Four Huskers earned All-America honors at the 2009 NCAA 
Championships, including a national championship by Burroughs, to 
lead Nebraska to a fourth-place finish for the second year in a row. 
Wrestling at the Scottrade Center in St. Louis, NU captured its 
second straight NCAA team trophy and claimed top-five finishes in 
consecutive years for the first time ever.
 The Huskers’ 78.5 points in 2009 were the second most it has ever 
scored at the NCAA Championships. Nebraska’s four All-Americans 
in 2009 and five in 2008 are NU’s most honors in back-to-back years 
since the 1995 and 1996 seasons. 
 Burroughs posted a 5-0 record at the tournament en route to 
becoming Nebraska’s 10th national champion and recording the best 
season ever by an NU wrestler. The Sicklerville, N.J., finished with 
a perfect 35-0 season and become Nebraska’s first wrestler to complete a season undefeated. Burroughs 
went 17-0 against ranked foes during the year, including 13 wins against top-10 opponents.

2009 National Champion Jordan Burroughs

USA Wrestling, the national governing body for amateur 
wrestling in the United States, named Nebraska's Mark 
Manning and Oklahoma State's John Smith as coaches of 
the 2009 U.S. Freestyle World Team.

Manning will work with USA Wrestling National Freestyle 
Coach Zeke Jones and the rest of the national coaching 
staff to lead the U.S. delegation at the 2009 World 
Wrestling Championships in Herning, Denmark, on 
Sept. 21-27. Manning was selected by USA Wrestling’s 
Freestyle Coach Selection Committee and approved by 
USA Wrestling's Executive Committee.

"This is a very important time for USA Wrestling and 
the guys who make this team to set a new standard of 
excellence," Manning said. "This is a great challenge, but 
one in which we must work hard. We need to bring the right 
mindset to the World Championships to take a step toward 
being dominant in freestyle wrestling again."

Manning has extensive coaching experience on the 
international level, including head coaching responsibilities 
for the 2001 U.S. Freestyle World Team. He was an 
assistant coach on the 1997 U.S. World Team and a staff 
member of numerous other U.S. World and Olympic teams. 

The athletes representing the U.S. at the 2009 World 
Championships will be determined at the World Team 
Trials in Council Bluffs, Iowa, on May 30-31. Nebraska club 
coaches Trent and Travis Paulson are the No. 1 seeds at 
66 (145.5 lbs) and 74 kilograms (163 lbs) respectively.

Nov. 20   Chattanooga (NU Coliseum) 29 - 15 (W) 
Nov. 22   Kaufman-Brand Open (Omaha, Neb.) N.T.S. 
Nov. 28   Augustana (S.D.) (NU Coliseum) 50 - 0 (W) 
Nov. 28   Oregon State (NU Coliseum) 34 - 8 (W) 
Dec. 5-6  Las Vegas Invitational (Las Vegas, Nev.) 1st - 124.5 pts 
Dec. 20   Kent State (NU Coliseum) Cancelled 
Dec. 21   Minnesota (NU Coliseum) 21 - 18 (W) 
Jan. 4     Michigan (NU Coliseum) 22 - 13 (W) 
Jan. 4     Northern Colorado (NU Coliseum) 39 - 3 (W) 
NWCA National Duals  
Jan. 10   Northwestern (Cedar Falls, Iowa) 19 - 18 (W) 
Jan. 10   Penn State (Cedar Falls, Iowa) 20 - 16 (W) 
Jan. 11   Iowa (Cedar Falls, Iowa) 11 - 22 (L) 
Jan. 11   Iowa State (Cedar Falls, Iowa) 19 - 20 (L) 
Jan. 18   South Dakota State (NU Coliseum) 43 - 3 (W) 
Jan. 18   Maryland (NU Coliseum) 26 - 13 (W) 
Jan. 23   Penn (NU Coliseum) 23 - 14 (W) 
Jan. 25   Virginia Tech (Mount Pleasant, Mich.) 26 - 11 (W) 
Jan. 25   Central Michigan (Mount Pleasant, Mich.) 17 - 17 (T) 
Jan. 31   Missouri*  (Columbia, Mo.) 16 - 15 (W) 
Feb. 5     Oklahoma State* (Devaney Center) 17 - 16 (W) 
Feb. 8     Oklahoma* (Norman, Okla.) 18 - 15 (W) 
Feb. 14   UNC Greensboro (Chapel Hill, N.C.) 43 - -1 (W) 
Feb. 14   North Carolina (Chapel Hill, N.C.) 24 - 15 (W) 
Feb. 22   Iowa State* (NU Coliseum) 10 - 30 (L) 
March 7   Big 12 Championship (NU Coliseum) 1st - 70 pts  
NCAA Championships  
March 19 Day One (St. Louis, Mo.) 4th - 24 pts 
March 20 Day Two (St. Louis, Mo.) 4th - 69 pts
March 21 Day Three (St. Louis, Mo.) 4th - 78.5 pts

2008-09 Wrestling 
Schedule/Results

Manning Named Coach 
of U.S. Freestyle World 
Team 

2009 Big 12 Champion Craig Brester

2009 National Champion Jordan Burroughs2009 Big 12 Champion Brandon Browne

2009 Big 12 Champion Vince Jones2009 Big 12 Championship Team
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A stifling defense and a never-give-up attitude that led to numerous close calls defined a season that 
culminated in a second consecutive postseason appearance for the 2008-09 Nebraska Cornhuskers. While 
the final result was not what they had set out to achieve nearly six months before, the Huskers still 
managed to gain respect throughout the Big 12 and the nation with a postseason appearance after winning 
18 games – including eight contests in league play – with the shortest lineup in Division I basketball.

Nebraska’s goal every year is to reach the NCAA Tournament and win games in the postseason. The 
first part of that objective – getting to the field of 65 – was within reach as late as the final two weeks of 
the regular season. 

The Huskers opened Big 12 play with a 5-3 record over the first half of the conference slate and still 
stood in fifth place in the standings at .500 (6-6) with four games to play. A pair of close losses – by a 
combined six points – to teams that went on to win games in the postseason put Nebraska two games 
below even with only two contests to play. But the Huskers, who showed tremendous determination and 
grit throughout the campaign, pulled it together in the last week, winning each of their last two contests to 
end the regular season at least .500 (8-8) in the league standings for only the third time in the Big 12 era. 

For the Huskers, reaching .500 in the Big 12 – the third-highest rated RPI conference in the country 
– was one achievement to add to the Huskers’ growing list under third-year coach Doc Sadler. Included 
in Nebraska’s expanding resume with the energetic and personable coach on the sideline is back-to-back 
postseason appearances (the first in a decade), three straight seasons with at least 17 wins (a first to open 
the tenure of any NU head coach) and a reputation as having one of the toughest defenses in the nation. 

That last highlight was the primary reason the Huskers were in nearly every game throughout the 
season. NU found itself fighting tightly contested games on a regular basis, leading to a 6-6 record in 
games decided by two possessions or less. While the offense sputtered at times without a go-to scorer, 
the Huskers compensated with a grind-it-out defense that led the Big 12 Conference for the second 
straight season in points allowed. Nebraska finished among the national top 25 in scoring defense for the 
second consecutive campaign under Sadler and was also among the national leaders in turnover margin, 
turnovers per game and steals. 

Nebraska allowed just 60.4 points per game on the season, the second-fewest at NU in the last half 
century (since 1959). Even when the competition picked up during the rough and tumble Big 12 season, 
the Huskers were ready. Facing some of the biggest teams and the nation’s premier players on a nightly 
basis, Nebraska led the Big 12-only scoring chart at 62.4 ppg – finishing as one of only two teams in the 
league that allowed less than 69 points per game.

With a newly acquired sense that it could compete with any team in the conference, Nebraska finished 
one game out of fourth place in the regular-season league standings. The Huskers’ eight Big 12 victories 
– their most since 1998-99 – came against a stacked league slate that included a conference-record nine 
postseason teams, including the Huskers who earned their 22nd all-time postseason invitation. 

seNiors sAluted At 
PostseAsoN bANQuet
The Nebraska men's basketball team gathered one last time 
to celebrate a successful 2008-09 campaign on Wednesday, 
April 15, at the Huskers' year-ending banquet. The 325 
people in attendance, including Rebounders Club members 
and fans, joined the team and support staff at Lincoln Station 
in Haymarket Park to honor the Husker squad that reached 
the postseason for the second consecutive year under 
coach Doc Sadler. 

During the program, Sadler singled out the 2008-09 senior 
class of Ade Dagunduro, Steve Harley, Nick Krenk and Paul 
Velander as the foundation behind the Huskers' success, not 
only this season but throughout Sadler's three-year tenure.

"During my time here at Nebraska, the players have worked 
so hard to build this program and leave it on solid footing 
when they graduate, and this senior class is no different," 
Sadler said. "These guys will have as much to do with our 
future success as anyone playing next year or down the 
road.

"Each of them brought something to the court, but more 
importantly they all combined to provide the leadership 
we needed and they showed others how to go about their 
business the right way. Husker fans may remember them 
for the wins, but I"ll remember them just as much for being 
good people who worked hard every time they stepped on 
the court."

Dagunduro led the team in scoring (12.8 ppg) and was a 
third-team All-Big 12 selection in 2008-09. He (coaches) and 
junior Ryan Anderson (sports writers) were each selected to 
Big 12 All-Defense teams, while Velander was honored by 
the writers as he was part of the Big 12 All-Bench Team. 

Velander was also honored by Sadler as the winner of the 
Jack Moore Award, given annually to team's most valuable 
player. 

Velander paced the Huskers' long-range effort in 2009, 
which included the fifth-highest team total (206 3-pointers) 
in school history. NU also ranked in the top 10 in school 
history by hitting 36.1 percent from 3-point range as a team, 
including Velander's team- and career-best 40.0 percent 
from beyond the arc. 

On the season, Velander finished with career bests in treys 
(60) and 3-point percentage (40.0) to rank among the Big 12 
leaders. The Blacksburg, Va., native also ended his career 
ranked in the NU top 10 for 3-pointers (128) and 3-point 
percentage (38.9).

The Huskers' MVP award is named for the late Jack Moore, 
a 5-9 playmaker who set 17 NU school records in a career 
that ended in 1982. Moore was presented with the 1982 
Francis Pomeroy-Naismith Award as the best collegiate 
player in the nation under six feet tall. A consensus All-Big 
Eight performer in 1982, Moore was killed in a plane crash in 
March of 1984. Nebraska honored Moore’s memory earlier 
this season, as it held Jack Moore Day on Feb. 7, when the 
Huskers defeated No. 16 Texas on ESPN.

Tough Defense and Never-Quit Attitude Define 
Nebraska Men’s Basketball Season

Nebraska’s men’s basketball team takes time for a photo on Senior Day before its final home game against Iowa State, after honoring seniors Steve Harley, 
Ade Dagunduro, Paul Velander and Nick Krenk. The Huskers went on to win the game, 77-61, then followed it with a win on the road over Baylor to secure 

an 8-8 Big 12 record and a bid to the NIT.
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The Nebraska women’s basketball basketball team battled through a challenging 2008-09 season to 
extend its school-record postseason tournament streak to six seasons by advancing to the second round 
of the Postseason WNIT. Over the past 12 years, Nebraska has earned nine postseason appearances, 
including five trips to the NCAA Tournament.

The Huskers finished with a 15-16 overall record that included a 6-10 Big 12 Conference mark, but 
Nebraska’s final record tells only a small part of the story of NU’s season. After making back-to-back 
NCAA Tournament appearances in 2007 and 2008, the Huskers had high hopes for the 2009 campaign. 
Those hopes were tempered with the loss of two-time first-team All-Big 12 forward Kelsey Griffin to a 
season-ending ankle injury in late-August.

Despite playing without Griffin, the Huskers fought their way to a 9-3 record early in the season that 
included a dramatic come-from-behind win over No. 24 Arizona State on Dec. 28. Nebraska, which had 
received votes in the USA Today/ESPN Coaches Top 25 for five weeks, knocked off a Sun Devil squad 
that went on to advance to the 2009 NCAA Elite Eight.

However, just days after defeating ASU, the Huskers took another hit inside with the loss of junior 
center Nikki Bober to a season-ending knee injury. Without two of their most experienced post players 
for a final non-conference game at five-time NCAA Final Four participant LSU, the Huskers closed non-
conference play at 9-4 with all four setbacks coming to 2008 NCAA Tournament teams, including three 
on the road.

Nebraska opened conference play with 2009 NCAA Final Four participant Oklahoma, before heading 
to Texas to take on a Longhorn squad that had climbed into the top five in the national rankings in mid-
December. Eventually, Nebraska slipped to 1-8 in Big 12 play with six of those losses coming to top-25 
teams. But the Huskers regrouped to finish 5-2 down the stretch, including a win over No. 20 Kansas 
State on Feb. 25. The Huskers joined Oklahoma, Baylor, Texas A&M and Iowa State as the only schools 
to finish the second half of the 16-game Big 12 season with a winning record.

Nebraska’s success came despite playing one of the nation’s top 25 schedules, as 19 games came against 
2009 postseason qualifiers, including 11 games against NCAA Tournament squads. In fact, the Huskers 
played four games against 2009 NCAA Elite Squads (Iowa State (2), Oklahoma, Arizona State) and six 
games against NCAA Sweet 16 clubs (Texas A&M, Ohio State).

Juniors Cory Montgomery and Yvonne Turner were both honored by the Big 12 Conference on March 
9 for their efforts throughout the season for the Nebraska women’s basketball team.

Montgomery, a 6-2 forward from Cannon Falls, Minn., earned honorable-mention All-Big 12 accolades 
from the conference coaches after averaging 15.2 points and 7.8 rebounds per game. Montgomery, who 
was in her first season as a starter, was even better in Big 12 action, averaging 16.2 points and 7.8 boards 
per game.

Turner earned a spot on the Big 12 All-Defensive Team, as chosen by the league coaches, for the second 
straight season. The 5-8 guard from Omaha, Neb., ranked fourth in the Big 12 with 2.2 steals per game. 
Turner also improved her offensive production during her second season in NU’s starting five, averaging 
11.7 points, 3.4 rebounds and 1.8 assists per game. She erupted for a career-high 26 points to go along 
with five rebounds and a pair of steals to help the Huskers knock off Oklahoma State on March 7.

uNderClAssMeN sweeP MAJor
teAM AwArds At PostseAsoN 
bANQuet
Junior Cory Montgomery was named Nebraska's Offensive 
Player of the Year at the Huskers' season-ending award 
banquet. The 6-2 forward from Cannon Falls, Minn., 
provided the Huskers with an explosive offensive presence 
by averaging 15.2 points and 7.8 rebounds per game.

An honorable-mention All-Big 12 Conference selection in 
her first full season as a starter, Montgomery ranked among 
the top eight scorers and rebounders in the league in 2008-
09. She was even better in league action, averaging 16.2 
points and 7.8 boards per game in 16 Big 12 regular-season 
games. In the final seven games of the year, Montgomery 
averaged 19.6 points and 9.0 rebounds per game to help the 
Huskers earn their sixth consecutive postseason tournament 
appearance.

Montgomery was joined in Nebraska's team awards by 
fellow junior Yvonne Turner, who was named the squad's 
Defensive Player of the Year for the second straight season. 
Turner, a 5-8 guard from Omaha, led the Huskers with 67 
steals on the season, which ranked among the top five 
players in the Big 12. She was also named to the Big 12 All-
Defensive Team for the second straight season. Offensively, 
Turner ranked second on the team in scoring with 11.7 
points per game, while ranking among Big 12 leaders in 
three-pointers made per game.

Junior Kala Kuhlmann captured Nebraska's Teammate 
Award, while sophomore Kaitlyn Burke earned NU's Husker 
Award.

All four of Nebraska's major team award winners will return 
to the Huskers next season. They will be joined by 2007-
08 Husker Offensive Player of the Year Kelsey Griffin, who 
averaged 15.3 points and 7.2 rebounds per game as a junior 
in 2007-08, before sitting out the entire 2008-09 season as a 
redshirt with an ankle injury.

Griffin, a two-time first-team All-Big 12 selection, will be 
one of six seniors-to-be on Nebraska's roster next season, 
including returning starters Montgomery and Turner. 
Dominque Kelley, a two-year starter, Catheryn Redmon, 
who started NU's final 24 games of 2008-09, and Burke, 
who made 19 starts for the Huskers last year, will headline a 
five-player junior class that will help make Nebraska one of 
the most experienced teams in the Big 12 next season.

In addition to returning a pair of sophomores-to-be in 
Harleen Sidhu and Layne Reeves, the Huskers will welcome 
three incoming freshmen to the program. The rookies will 
be led by 2009 Washington High School Player-of-the-Year 
Lindsey Moore. The 5-9 point guard from Kentwood High 
School in Covington, Wash., recently earned third-team 
All-America honors from Parade Magazine after leading the 
Conquerors to the Class 4A (Washington's largest) state title 
and a final No. 2 national ranking in the USA Today Super 
25 poll. Moore will be joined by California forward Meghin 
Williams and Minnesota forward Katya Leick as newcomers 
to the NU program next year.

Women’s Basketball Team Overcomes 
Challenges to Continue Postseason Streak

The Nebraska women’s basketball team lined up to salute the only senior on this year’s squad, Tay Hester, at the final home game of the season against Colorado.  
The Huskers won the game 75-64, went on to defeat Oklahoma State on the road, and earned a bid to the 2009 WNIT.
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Junior forward Cory Montgomery

Senior guard Ade Dagunduro

Junior guards Ryan Anderson (left) and Sek Henry

Senior guard Steve HarleyJunior guard Yvonne Turner

Sophomore guard Dominique Kelley Senior guard Paul Velander

Redshirt freshman guard Toney McCray

Sophomore center Catheryn Redmon

Sophomore guard Kaitlyn Burke

Redshirt freshman guard Brandon Richardson
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First-team Academic All-America volleyball player Amanda Gates was named Nebraska’s Female 
Student-Athlete of the Year, and first-team Academic All-Big 12 baseball player Nick Sullivan was named 
the Huskers’ Male Student-Athlete of the Year on April 25 at the 2009 Student-Athlete Recognition 
Banquet at the Bob Devaney Center.

About 750 people attended the 19th annual banquet, 
which also featured the Nebraska Women’s Swimming and 
Diving Team winning the Life Skills Award of Excellence 
and the Husker Men’s and Women’s Cross Country Teams 
sweeping the Herman Team Grade-Point Average titles.

Nebraska Athletic Director Tom Osborne was the 
keynote speaker. “I’m especially proud that Nebraska 
continues to lead the nation in Academic All-Americans 
with 268 honorees,” Osborne said. “This is something all 
of Nebraska takes great pride in and wherever I travel, 
people associate Nebraska with academic excellence as well 
as athletic tradition.”

Former Husker football player Bob Oberlin was 
Osborne’s special guest at the banquet. Oberlin is now 
considered Nebraska’s first ever Academic All-American, 
but that honor did not become official and had not been 
publicly recognized until last year by the College Sports Information Directors of America (CoSIDA).

Formed in 1957, CoSIDA formalized its Academic All-America teams 
that same year. A center from West Allis, Wis., Oberlin lettered at Nebraska 
in 1952-53-54. He was named a member of the Lester Jordan Academic All-
American Team in 1952 and 1953. 

With the help of Nebraska’s Athletic Department, 22 pre-1957 Academic 
All-Americans from 19 schools are now officially recognized by CoSIDA. 

“Bob will now forever be a part of our nation-leading total,” Osborne said, 
“and we’re pleased to recognize and honor him, along with his wife, Nadine, 
who came back to Lincoln from Florida for this special occasion.”

Dennis Leblanc, Nebraska’s senior associate athletic director for Academics, joined Osborne in handing 
out 241 medallions at the banquet. Sixty-seven Huskers earned gold medallions for highest academic 
honors (3.75-4.0 grade-point average). There were 50 silver medallions for high honors (3.5-.3749 GPA) 
and 124 bronze medallions for honors (3.0-3.499 GPA).

Earlier that week, three Nebraska athletic teams were recognized by the NCAA with a public 
recognition award for their respective multi-year Academic Progress Rate scores. The Nebraska women’s 
basketball, women’s golf and women’s cross country programs were among the teams nationally honored 
for their academic success.

The following Monday, several Huskers also were recognized 
for their Life Skills achievements. Betsy Miller, a co-captain on 
the Nebraska track and field and cross country teams, earned 
the Gerard Scholarship of Excellence on April 26, an award that 
represents Nebraska’s highest individual honor in its nationally 
prominent Life Skills program.

Miller, a senior from Lodgepole, Neb., is the second winner of 
the Gerard Scholarship, described by Associate Athletic Director Keith Zimmer as “our version of the 
Heisman Trophy of Life Skills.”

“Betsy is one of Nebraska’s best all-time student-athlete leaders,” Zimmer said. “She’s done a remarkable 
job of balancing her athletic responsibilities with multiple academic leadership positions while maintaining 
excellent grades and contributing immeasurably to communities across the state.”

Zimmer said Husker student-athletes contributed more than 3,300 hours of community service in 2008. 
The Husker ConNect and Dimensions in Early Education team projects were featured and recognized 
at the breakfast.

In addition, 30 Nebraska student-athletes received Life Skills Hero awards for demonstrating 
outstanding leadership and citizenship and becoming role models in the process.

AwArd wiNNers At the �9th 
ANNuAl studeNt-Athlete 
reCoGNitioN bANQuet

Female Student-Athlete of the Year
Amanda Gates - Volleyball

Male Student-Athlete of the Year
Nick Sullivan - Baseball

Life Skills Award of Excellence
Women's Swimming and Diving Team

Women's Herman Team Grade-Point Average Award
Women's Cross Country Team

Men's Herman Team Grade-Point Average Award
Men's Cross Country Team

Hero (Life Skills) honorees:
Mary Kate Bird - Women's Golf
Anthony Blue - Football
Aaron Brandt - Men's Track and Field
CJ Bray - Swimming and Diving
Patrick Burke - Men's Track and Field
Christine Costello - Rifle 
Brad Doering - Men's Cross Country
Amanda Gates - Volleyball
Erin Hannon - Women's Track and Field
Roy Helu Jr. - Football
Kaleena Henning - Bowling
Tyler Hitchler - Men's Track and Field
Alex Hupp - Softball
Mariah Hutchinson - Swimming and Diving
Nick Krenk - Men's Basketball
Blake Lawrence - Football
Liz Marsh - Women's Cross Country
Kellen McClure - Men's Track and Field
Chantae McMillan - Women's Track and Field
Marcus Mendoza - Football
Cory Montgomery - Women's Basketball
Carly Peetz - Soccer
Josh Rusler - Men's Gymnastics
Rob Sanders - Wrestling
Wiveca Swarting - Women's Tennis
Nick Sullivan - Baseball
Brett Sundberg - Men's Golf
Francois Van Impe - Men's Tennis
Brittney Williams - Women's Gymnastics
Victoria Zimmerman - Women's Track and Field

NU Honors Student-Athlete Academic 
Achievements at Annual Recognition Banquet

Former football player Bob Oberlin (left) with  
Associate A.D. for Academics Dennis Leblanc

Swimming and Diving Team, Life Skills Award Winners

Men’s Cross Country Team, 2009 Herman Award Winners

Women’s Cross Country Team, 2009 Herman Award Winners
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When visitors walk into the Nebraska baseball office this season, one of the first things they see is a 
sign that is simple, yet very powerful: MAKE IT HAPPEN

For seventh-year head coach Mike Anderson, the theme signifies putting yourself in the best position 
for success and it has been a message emphasized to the Huskers since the first week of the fall.

“When we determined that theme, we wanted our players 
to understand that there are many things that go into being 
successful on the field,” Anderson said. “The work they put in the 
classroom and the life skills aspect of our program shows them 
how important that details are to their success. We want players 
in our program that want to ‘make it happen’ in all phases of their 
college experience.”

For the Huskers, who returned five everyday starters and six 
pitchers from a team that won 41 games and was a regional No. 
1 seed, the fall was encouraging. The coaching staff was able to 
integrate 16 newcomers into the program.

“I really liked how we progressed through the fall and in the 
off-season,” Anderson said. “The thing that impressed me the 
most was their work habits, especially of some of our newcomers. 
They have learned quickly from veterans like Jake Mort, DJ 
Belfonte, Erik Bird and Mike Nesseth, and put the time in to become better players.”

Thus far, the regular season has been one of ups and downs. The month of March opened with a five-
game winning streak, including a four-game sweep of Cal State Northridge. That month also saw a road 
series split with No. 15 Arkansas and a Big 12 home-opening series win over No. 11 Oklahoma State.

However, in April, the team hit a rough spot, going on a seven-game skid to open the month, and was 
swept on the road by conference foe Texas A&M. Still, the team was able to rebound, picking up a win 
over Creighton in extra innings at Rosenblatt Stadium in Omaha as well as a two-game series sweep at 
home over New Mexico.

Baseball Season Full of Ups and Downs

The Nebraska softball team was picked to finish fifth in the 2009 Big 12 Conference preseason coaches’ 
poll -- and the coaches proved to be right, as the Huskers closed their regular season over the weekend 
with a split on the road at Missouri, ensuring the team a fifth-place finish.

Nebraska finished the regular season on a strong note by winning four of its last five games, to earn 
a 34-16 record with a 9-9 mark in league play. NU’s fifth-place finish was impressive after the Huskers 
finished last in the league a year ago and when considering that Nebraska had to go on the road for eight 
of its 10 games against the top six teams in the conference standings.

This season, the Huskers returned every starter from last 
year’s team, which finished 25-28 overall and tied for ninth 
in the final conference standings with a 4-14 league record. 
The team relied heavily on its seven-player senior class this 
season, the largest senior class in the 17-year tenure of Head 
Coach Rhonda Revelle. Senior ace Molly Hill led the team 
with a 24-12 record, while seniors Meghan Mullin and Darcy 
Rutherford combined for nearly one-third of all Nebraska’s 
runs for the season.

Eight of NU’s nine Big 12 losses came by a combined nine 
runs. On the road, things have been even more heartbreaking 
for the Huskers, as, until the Missouri road trip, each of 
Nebraska’s five Big 12 road losses came by only one run. That 

includes four losses where the opponent scored in its final at bat and a pair of extra-inning setbacks.
With the regular season now complete, the Huskers begin postseason play this weekend at the Big 

12 Championship in Oklahoma City. Fifth-seeded Nebraska will face fourth-seeded Texas at 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, May 9.

Softball Team Earns Fifth-Place Big 12 Finish

sulliVAN NAMed NebrAskA 
MAle studeNt-Athlete 
of the YeAr

First-team Academic All-Big 12 baseball player Nick 
Sullivan was named the Huskers' Male Student-Athlete 
of the Year at the 2009 Student-Athlete Recognition 
Banquet at the Bob Devaney Center.

Sullivan, a two-time first-team All-Big 12 Academic 
honoree and nine-time member of the Big 12 
Commissioner's Honor Roll, is contemplating attending 
graduate school or law school if a future doesn't work 
out in professional baseball.

"Playing for Nebraska and the tradition behind this 
university was something I always dreamed about," 
Sullivan said. "Through all of the adversity I've faced, 
I've learned that patience truly is a virtue, and that if you 
believe in yourself and the all the work you put in, it will 
pay off in the end."

bAsebAll At the ‘blAtt
Fans will have the opportunity to attend a baseball game 
at Rosenblatt Stadium this month, when Nebraska 
takes on the Creighton Bluejays on May 12 at 7 p.m.

The two teams last met at Rosenblatt Stadium on 
April 21, when the Huskers defeated the Bluejays 4-3 
in 12 innings.  Locked in a 1-1 tie entering the 12th, 
after a brilliant 9-inning performance by senior pitcher 
Erik Bird, senior Jeff Tezak hit an RBI double to spark 
a three-run inning for Nebraska. Creighton answered 
with two runs of their own in the bottom of the inning, 
but reliever Michael Mariot was able to get the final out 
to end the game in a victory for the Huskers.

Although the game will be played at Rosenblatt Stadium, 
Nebraska will be the home team for the match-up on 
May 12. To order tickets, fans can contact the Qwest 
Center Omaha by telephone at (402) 341-1500, or on the 
Web at www.qwestcenteromaha.com. To order tickets 
through Ticketmaster, go to www.ticketmaster.com.

The game will also be broadcast on the radio on 
the Husker Sports Network, or live on the internet at 
Huskers.com.

Rosenblatt Stadium will also be the site of the 2009 
College World Series, played June 13-24, 2009.  
Tickets are available online at www.cwsomaha.com, 
through local Omaha service clubs, or at several ticket 
vendors in eastern Nebraska and western Iowa (check 
the website to find the location nearest you). Help 
support the best in college baseball and attend this 
NCAA national championship event!

Sophomore pitcher Mike Nesseth

Senior pitcher Molly Hill
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Track and Field Finishes Successful Indoor Season
 The 2009 Nebraska Indoor Track and Field season wrapped up with several notable performances at 
the NCAA Indoor Championships, including one individual national championship and a top-five finish for 
the men’s team.
 After winning the first Big 12 title of his career at the Big 12 Indoor Championships, sophomore Nicholas 
Gordon won his first NCAA national championship on Friday, March 13. A native of Kingston, Jamaica, Gordon 
won the long jump title on the final jump of the event, clearing eight meters for the first time in his career.
 True freshman Björn Barrefors become the first Husker in school history to earn All-America honors 
in the men’s heptathlon, ending the national meet in third place with a school-record score of 5,795. At 
the meet, he set four personal bests on his way to a personal-best score, including three straight PR’s in 
the 60-meter dash (7.13), long jump (24-2 1/2) and shot put (46-10), before ending the heptathlon with a 
nearly two-second personal best in the 1,000-meter run with a time of 2:50.57.   
 In the women’s pentathlon, sophomore Megan Wheatley finished fourth with a personal-best score 
of 4,267 points, ranking as the No. 2 performer all-time indoors at NU, while junior Chantae McMillan 
finished eighth with 4,096 points. The top-eight finishes marked the second time in Husker history that 
two Huskers have earned All-America honors in the pentathlon at the same meet.
 Junior Epley Bullock earned the third straight All-America honor of her career in the women’s high 
jump with tie for sixth at the NCAA Indoor Championships. Bullock joined Cris Hall as the only Husker 
on the women’s side to earn three straight All-America honors in the event.
 Overall, the Nebraska men’s track and field team scored 25 points to tie for fifth with Arizona State 
and Baylor at the NCAA Indoor Championships. The men’s team finish was its best since 1996. The 
Husker women placed 29th with 8.5 points, marking their top finish since 2005.
 The Nebraska men’s and women’s track and field teams had eight athletes combine to earn nine All-
America honors at the NCAA Indoor Championships, the most since 2005 when they combined to earn 10 
honors. Overall, the two squads have now combined for 253 indoor All-America honors since the men’s 
indoor championships began in 1965 and women’s championships began in 1980.
 For the men’s team, its five honors were the most at the indoor championships since 2005, when it 
earned seven. On the women’s side, the team’s four honors tied the 2006 squad. Along with Barrefors’ 
third-place finish in the men’s heptathlon, Wheatley and McMillan each earned the first NCAA All-
America honor of their careers in the women’s pentathlon.

Outdoor Track and Field Season Drawing to a Close
 After a successful indoor season, the Nebraska track and field team turned its attention to competing 
in the outdoor season.  The Huskers hosted their last home meet of the season on May 1-3, and have now 
begun to prepare for their final regular-season meet, including the Big 12 and NCAA Championships.
 The outdoor season opened on March 20, and has featured two home meets for the Huskers. The 
season has been marked with several highlights, both from newcomers and veterans.
 Nebraska sophomore Natalie Willer had a memorable Drake Relays on Friday, April 24, as she broke the 
American Junior, Drake Relays and NU outdoor school records in the women’s pole vault with a then-nation-
leading vault of 14-3 1/2. The Elkhorn, Neb., native’s vault snapped the 2007 American Junior Record of 
14-1 1/4, the 2003 Drake Relays record of 13-5 3/4 and the 2007 NU outdoor record of 14-3 1/4.
 After struggling early in the outdoor season, junior Epley Bullock exploded with a personal-best high 
jump of 6-1 1/4 to win the Penn Relays on Friday, April 24, breaking her previous best of 6-0.  The jump 
moved the Allen, Texas, native to No. 3 on the Husker all-time outdoor chart. Bullock also leapt from 
being tied for No. 28 in Division I to holding sole possession of the No. 2 spot.
 Juniors Tyrell Ross and Lehann Fourie, sophomore Eric Lund and senior Kirkland Thornton 
combined to finish second and set the Big 12 and NU record in the men’s 4x110-shuttle hurdle relay with 
a time of 54.90 at the Penn Relays. The Huskers broke the previous school record of 55.12, set at the Penn 
Relays in 2005.
 Thornton then returned less than 30 minutes later to tie a 12-year old school record in the 110-meter 
hurdles, posting a time of 13.50 in the preliminaries. Thornton’s time placed him runner-up in the prelims.
 Hurdles Coach Billy Maxwell has a talent-filled pack of 400-meter hurdlers, as Fourie, Lund, Ross and 
Thornton as well as sophomores Adam Dailey, Nick Makukutu and Cylend Simmons have all regionally 
qualified in the event. Thornton and Dailey each rank in the Division I top 15, with Thornton tied for 13th 
and Dailey ranked 15th.
 Of the seven 400-hurdlers, Fourie, Lund, Ross and Thornton have qualified in the 110-meter hurdles as 
well. Thornton and Fourie are each ranked in the top five, with Fourie ranked fifth (13.57w) and Thornton 
third after his school-record tying time of 13.50 at the Penn Relays.
 Rachel Carrizales, a native of Morrill, Neb., and York, Neb., native David Adams are two of the top 
3,000-meter steeplechasers this season with each ranked in the top 10 in the nation. On the women’s 
list, Carrizales ranks seventh with a personal-best time of 10:09.69. At the John McDonnell Invitational, 
Adams dropped his personal best to 8:47.05, ranking sixth in Division I.

Sophomore Nicholas Gordon

Sophomore Megan Wheatley

Freshman Björn Barrefors

Junior Epley Bullock
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Huskers Capture 2009 NCAA Bowling Title 
 The Nebraska bowling team was crowned the 2009 NCAA National Bowling Champion on April 11 
at Super Bowl Lanes in Canton, Mich. The Huskers have earned an unprecedented three national titles 
in six seasons. The Huskers defeated Central Missouri State University, 4-1, for the crown.
 “I am very proud of this team,” Nebraska Coach Bill 
Straub said. “This is a hard-working team and certainly 
one of the youngest teams to succeed. I attribute this team’s 
success to their hard work and diligence all season long.”
 The Huskers are no strangers to Central Missouri State 
University, as the two teams met in both 2004 and 2005 at 
the NCAA finals. NU prevailed in both years for its first two 
NCAA Championship titles. 
 Nebraska commanded the lead early in the first game 
with a 200-185 win over Central Missouri. However, NU left 
several open frames in the second game and fell, 149-198, to 
the Jennies. The Huskers picked up momentum again in the third game with a 201-168 win over UCM.
 With the 2009 NCAA Championship title, Nebraska has captured five national titles (three NCAA 
and two IBC) since the program was elevated to varsity status in the 1997-98 season. Coach Straub has 
guided the program to eight national titles overall since Nebraska’s days as a club sport. Nebraska’s 
bowling title marks the first for any sport at Nebraska during the 2008-09 season.

      Junior Cassandra Leuthold, anchor for the NU team, 
was named the Most Outstanding Player in the 2009 
Championships. 
     The NCAA Championships marked the fifth time this season 
that the bowling team earned first place at a tournament. The 
Huskers placed in the top two in every competition this season 
except one, when they finished fifth.
      Three Huskers earned National Tenpin Coaches Association 
All-America honors following the NCAA Championships, 
including three-time All-American Cassandra Leuthold and 

first-time honorees Valerie Calberry and Danielle van der Meer. 
      Leuthold was named a first-team NTCA All-American for the second consecutive season after a stellar 
junior year, which included a total regular-season pinfall of 11,186 over 56 games played. Leuthold also 
held an average of 199.70 on the regular season.
 Both Calberry and van der Meer earned third-team NTCA All-America honors. Calberry held a 193.90 
average over 52 games in the regular season, while van der Meer rolled a 199.40 average over 46 games.

Tournament MVP and All-American Cassie Leuthold

All-Americans, Freshmen Provide Spark for 
2009 Women’s Gymnastics Team
 The Nebraska women’s gymnastics team completed the 2009 season with a third-place finish at the 
NCAA Southeast Regional and an overall record of 16-7 in its 26th straight NCAA postseason appearance. 
 Junior Kylie Stone tallied another All-America honor to her list of achievements at the 2009 NCAA 
Championships. She garnered All-Big 12 honors on vault and floor during the 2009 
season. At the Championships on March 21, she placed second on floor and took fourth 
in the all-around. She was named to the All-Big 12 Championship team on floor and in 
the all-around.  She was selected as Big 12 Gymnast of the Week four times, and was 
named to the All-Big 12 Championship team on floor and in the all-around in 2009.  
She capped off the season by being named the Co-Big 12 Gymnast of the Year.
 Along with Stone’s award, Nebraska swept the Big 12 postseason honors as 
Head Coach Dan Kendig was named Coach of the Year and freshman Lora Evenstad 
received Newcomer-of-the-Year accolades.
 With the Huskers’ 16-7 record, Kendig finished his 16th season at Nebraska with 
a program-best 371-143-4 record, continuing his impressive career as the winningest 
coach in NU women’s gymnastics history. During Kendig’s tenure, the Huskers have 
qualified for the NCAA Championships 12 times, making nine appearances at the Super Six Finals. Kendig 
has coached 28 All-Americans to 98 first- or second-team honors.

Junior All-American Kylie Stone

CoNtACt us
Nebraska letterwinners are encouraged to continue their 
relationship with the University, the athletic department 
and their former team. If you have not already updated 
your information with us, please contact us with your 
current mailing address, phone number and e-mail 
address. 

The fastest way to get your information to us is by 
logging onto Huskers.com. Just click on Letterwinners 
on the right-hand menu on the front page and then click 
the information button in the middle of the page. 

iMPortANt AthletiC 
dePArtMeNt NuMbers
  area code: (402)
Athletic Department ........................................ 472-4224
  ..................................................or 800-755-2565
Administration ................................................. 472-3011
Community Relations ..................................... 472-7771
Compliance ..................................................... 472-2042
Development .................................................. 472-2367
Huskers.com ................................................... 472-7775
HuskerVision .................................................. 472-4645
Licensing and Concessions ............................ 472-9446
Life Skills ........................................................ 472-4616
Marketing ........................................................ 472-0775
Media Relations .............................................. 472-2263
Ticket Office .................................................... 472-3111
  ................................................or 800-8-BIGRED

N Club boArd
(elected Dec. 16, 2008)

President  Clete Blakeman
Vice-President Larry Frost
Treasurer  Jami Hagedorn
Secretary  Tim Wurth

Cheer for the huskers
While we understand that everyone has a busy 
schedule with family, work and other personal 
obligations, we hope you will be able to find a little 
time to come out and support all the athletic teams 
at the University of Nebraska, either at home 
or especially when they are on the road in your 
area of the country. Current athletes enjoy seeing 
Husker fans and alumni -- from their sport or others 
-- cheering for them in the stands at opponent 
venues. 

While most sports have completed their seasons, 
some postseason play does remain. We hope you 
will also cheer for those former Huskers playing in 
professional sports this summer.

National Champion Husker bowling team
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A Quick Look Back...
The Nebraska men's gymnastics team 
finished the regular season with a 4-7 
record under head coach Francis Allen. 
Six Huskers represented Nebraska 
at the 2009 NCAA Individual Event 
Qualifier, while the team took fourth 
place at the 2009 Mountain Pacific 
Sports Federation championship, 
before ending the season in fifth place 
at the NCAA team championship meet. Last week, seniors Jacob 
Ives and T.J. Schmidt, juniors Josh Rusler and Kyle Shanahan 
and sophomore Cory Baumgarten were named Academic All-
Conference scholar athletes.

The Nebraska swimming and diving team saved its best meet 
for last, as 82 career-best times were set during the final week 
of the season, with nearly every single member of the team 
having their best performance of their careers in at least one 
event. The Nebraska swimmers also combined to set 26 top-
10 times in NU history.

The Nebraska rifle team just missed out on a sixth straight 
NCAA Championships bid in 2009, but the young Huskers 
captured 10 individual titles throughout the season. NU finished 
with a 13-9 season record, good for 10th nationally.

The Nebraska men's golf team finished its season with an 
11th-place finish at the Big 12 Championship. The Huskers 
shot a 294 in the final round to finish with a 72-hole total of 
1,206. 

On the Husker women's golf team, Charlotte Wendner 
earned a spot on the Big 12 All-Championship Team by 
finishing in a tie for 10th at 232, helping the team to a 10th-
place finish at the 2009 Big 12 Championships.

The Nebraska men's tennis team 
finished the year with a 16-10 
overall record after going 0-6 
in Big 12 regular-season play. 
The Huskers' 16 victories on 
the year mark their highest total 
since collecting 17 wins in 1990.  
Last week, after one of the most 
successful freshman campaigns in 

Nebraska history with an 18-6 record, Christopher Aumueller 
was named the Big 12 Newcomer of the Year.

The Husker women's tennis 
team ended its season with a 
16-7 record, which is identical 
to its 2008 campaign. Nebraska 
also ended the season by 
winning six of its last eight 
matches. Last week, freshman 
Mary Weatherholt earned Big 12 
Freshman of the Year honors. 
She and fellow freshman Madeleine Geibert also earned 
All-Big 12 honors in singles play.

 The spring season was a successful one for the Husker Volleyball Team, as it won at Hawaii and at 
home against Missouri State, while losing in a close match in an exhibition against Wichita State played 
in Scottsbluff, Neb. The team then closed the spring season by taking second place at the Collegiate Beach 
Nationals in Riverside, Calif.

       Behind a match-high 15 kills from freshman Hannah Werth, the team opened the 
spring season with an impressive 3-1 win at Hawaii. Werth had 15 kills and five digs 
to lead a balanced Husker attack. She was one of three Huskers to finish in double 
figures in kills, as Tara Mueller had 13 kills and 11 digs while Brooke Delano 
had 11 kills and four blocks in her first competitive match since last November. 
Sydney Anderson dished out 44 assists and had four kills, seven digs and four 
blocks, including a pair of solo stuffs. 
      Against Missouri State, All-American Tara Mueller posted 
a match-high 14 kills to lead four Huskers in double figures, 
as the team defeated the Bears in a spring exhibition match 

in front of more than 2,300 fans at the NU Coliseum. Werth and Delano added 12 
kills apiece, while middle blocker Jordan Wilberger added 10 kills to complete the 
quartet in double figures. 
 The team dropped its next match in a five-set loss to Wichita State in front of 
a sold out crowd  of 2,400 at Western Nebraska Community College. The Huskers 

won the first two sets and led 20-18, only to see the 
Shockers come back, winning the final seven points of the set to turn the 
momentum. 
   The team finished the spring in strong fashion, placing second at the 
Collegiate Beach Championships. The Huskers claimed two champions in 
the four divisions, getting championships from the duo of Kayla Banwarth 
and Brooke Delano in Flight C and the team of Brigette Root and Megan 
Pendergast in Flight D.  

 The team will open its regular season this fall at the Runza/AVCA Showcase in Omaha on Aug. 28-29.

GAtes NAMed NebrAskA 
feMAle studeNt-Athlete 
of the YeAr
First-team Academic All-America volleyball player 
Amanda Gates was named Nebraska's Female 
Student-Athlete of the Year at the 2009 Student-Athlete 
Recognition Banquet at the Bob Devaney Center.

Gates was a 2008 First-Team Academic All-
American and an eight-time selection to the Big 12 
Commissioner's Honor Roll. She played on four Big 12 
championship teams, a national championship team, 
a national runner-up team and captained the Huskers' 
Final Four team last December.

"I've learned that awards will never define me, or what I'm 
worth. To me, the feeling of maxing out to my potential 
and always giving 100 percent is more meaningful," said 
Gates, who won two NCAA postgraduate scholarships 
and intends to pursue graduate school to achieve her 
goal of becoming a senior women's administrator or an 
athletic director.

huskers to host ruNzA/
AVCA showCAse
The American Volleyball Coaches Association 
announced the field of teams and the ticket sale date for 
the 2009 Runza/AVCA College Volleyball Showcase, to 
be played August 28-29 at Qwest Center Omaha. 

The Conference Challenge format that was unveiled 
last year will continue in 2009, with host school 
Nebraska as well as Kansas State representing the Big 
12 Conference. The rest of the 2009 field consists of 
Michigan and Minnesota from the Big Ten Conference. 

On Friday, Aug. 28, Nebraska will square off with 
Michigan, and Kansas State will battle Minnesota. 
The following day, the Huskers will take on the Golden 
Gophers, while Kansas State will face Michigan. 

This is the fourth time the event has taken place at 
Qwest Center Omaha, as the arena hosted the event 
in 2005, 2007 and 2008. The arena has hosted some of 
the largest crowds in NCAA history, including an NCAA-
record crowd of 17,430 during last year's National 
Semifinals. The arena also holds the record for the 
largest crowd in Runza/AVCA Showcase history, as 
11,076 fans witnessed the 2007 Showcase title match 
between Nebraska and UCLA.    

Tickets to the event went on sale on April 13, exclusively 
through Qwest Center Omaha and Ticketmaster outlets 
across Nebraska. All-session ticket prices are set at 
$39 and $32.

To order tickets, fans can contact the Qwest Center 
Omaha by telephone at (402) 341-1500, or on the 
Web at www.qwestcenteromaha.com. To order tickets 
through Ticketmaster, go to www.ticketmaster.com.

Volleyball Team Closes Spring With 2-1 Record, 
Places Second at Collegiate Beach Nationals 

Freshman Hannah Werth

Junior Tara Mueller

Senior T.J. Schmidt

Freshman Mary Weatherholt

Freshman Christian Aumueller


