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BRIAN DIAZ
In addition to his offensive skill set, Diaz's 

length and athleticism gives him a chance to be 
a solid defensive presence in the paint, where 
he has shown an ability to block shots. His 
rebounding will also be a benefit for a Husker  
squad that ranked last in rebounding in the 
Big 12 Conference a year ago. 

Diaz utilized the one semester he was 
on campus last year to get familiar with the 
physical demands of playing in the Big 12 
Conference. He practiced with the Huskers 
from mid-January through the end of the 
regular season, continually battling with 
6-11, 265-pound center Christopher Niemann. 
Hopefully that work will pay off as Niemann's 
season-ending injury in August will force Diaz 
to carry a bigger load in the paint this season.

2008-09 (FRESHMAN)
After originally attempting to come to 

Nebraska at the beginning of the fall semester, 
Diaz was finally admitted to the University 
and joined the Nebraska basketball team on 
Jan. 17, 2009. While he would have given the 
Huskers an immediate boost as the team's 
tallest active player, Diaz made the decision 
to redshirt so that he could gain weight and 
prepare for the rugged post play in the Big 
12 Conference. 

BEFORE NEBRASKA
Diaz came to Nebraska from Puerto 

Rico, where he grew up and played high 
school basketball in his hometown for coach 
Leonel Arill at Colegio Bautista de Caguas. He 
averaged about 17 points, 10 rebounds and 
three blocked shots per game in 2007-08 
under Arill, who helped Diaz and the Caguas 
team to a national title in 2006. 

Diaz has also played on the Puerto Rican 
Under-19 National Team, traveling to many 
international tournaments, including playing 
in Serbia in 2007, where he was first seen by 
the Nebraska coaching staff. 

PERSONAL
Brian's given name is Jorge Brian Diaz and 

he was born Nov. 13, 1989. He is the son of 
Nilda Hernandez and Jorge Diaz, and he has 
one sister, Natalie Diaz. Brian was born in 
Bronx, N.Y., and lived there until he was three 
years old before moving to his hometown of 
Caguas, Puerto Rico.

OVERVIEW
Brian Diaz may be the most intriguing 

member to the Huskers' roster this season. 
With his size, impressive scoring abilities 
near the basket and a 3-point touch, he could 
be a focal point for the Nebraska offensive 
attack in 2009-10.

Diaz is a gifted scorer who can utilize a 
number of moves in the post to free himself 
of defenders and get to the basket. With 
continued hard work, his mid-range game 
has improved and he will likely provide a 
strong matchup problem for opponents on 
the perimeter. 
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