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The Nebraska program is not where Doc Sadler wants it to be. 
Despite the Huskers’ many successes in each of his first three 
years in Lincoln, the energetic and fiery mentor has bigger goals 
in mind that include winning championships and reaching heights 
never before seen in basketball in the Cornhusker State. 

He understands the hurdles and knows there is still a long way 
to go to put those goals within reach.  But by historical standards, 
Sadler is exceeding expectations at an unprecedented rate and 
quickly making believers out of fans and critics alike by showing 
that his goals can be reached. 

Nebraska never had a coach that 
pushed it to at least 17 victories in each 
of his first three years on the sideline 
until Sadler arrived in Lincoln before 
the 2006-07 season. Since then, it’s been 
one record after another eclipsed as 
the engaging head coach does his best 
‘everyman’ impression to lift the Huskers 
out of the Big 12’s second tier and into 
the national spotlight. 

Sadler has prodded his Nebraska 
teams to 55 victories, the most wins 
by an NU coach in his first three years. 
Each of the last two years, he has gotten 
enough out of his team to reach the 
postseason. But it’s been in the National 
Invitation Tournament (NIT) each of 
those years, and while he’ll say it is an 
honor to be in that prestigious elder 
tournament, Sadler wants his team to 
be in the NCAA Tournament year-in and 
year-out. 

That determination Sadler has shown 
serves his program and his players well. 
In five seasons as a Division I head coach, 
his teams have averaged nearly 21 wins 
per year, leaving him with a .640 winning 
percentage (103-58 record). As a head 
coach, his teams have posted winning 
marks every season while seven of his 
10 squads have won at least 20 games. 
Overall, he owns a 223-97 (.697) career 
record as a college head coach.

The find-a-way-to-win attitude 

has been the cornerstone for Sadler’s 
coaching career since he got into the 
business in the early 1980s at Arkansas. 
It’s a career that includes an outstanding 
resume over the past 25-plus years, 
which culminated with him being named 
the 26th head coach in Nebraska history 
on Aug. 8, 2006.

During his coaching tenure, Sadler 
has been associated with 13 postseason 
teams in 17 years in Division I, including 
four times in five years as a head coach 
at this level. He has helped 19 players 
reach the pinnacle of their sport – the 
National Basketball Association – and 
he personally recruited eight of those 
players. 

Sadler’s success comes as much from 
his background as it does from his work 
ethic. 

He has an all-star coaching heritage 
after starting in the business at his home 
state school, Arkansas, with future Hall 
of Fame Coach Eddie Sutton. That puts 
Sadler in the same coaching family 
under Mr. Henry Iba, a legend and Hall of 
Famer in his own right. And while Sadler 
served one year as an assistant and two 
years as head coach at UTEP, he gleaned 
knowledge from yet another legend of 
the college game, Hall of Famer Don 
Haskins, who won the national title with 
the first all-black starting lineup at Texas 
Western (now UTEP) in 1966.  

Alongside Sadler’s tradition of success, 
his other impressive personal traits 
– the charismatic personality, energy, 
passion and workmanlike approach to 
winning – made it easy for Sadler to build 
excitement around the Husker program 
in such a short time in Lincoln. 

In three short years, Sadler has rebuilt 
the Cornhuskers from the ground up. 
Not only is the roster now filled with 
more athleticism and natural ability, 
but the buzz surrounding the program 
throughout the state and the Big 12 
region is at its highest in at least a 
decade. The facts state as much: 

• The Huskers have posted a pair of 
appearances in the National Invitation 
Tournament, as Sadler is just the second 
Nebraska coach in history to lead his 
team to two postseason berths in his first 
three seasons on the sideline. 

• With a win in the 2008 postseason 
NIT, Sadler led Nebraska to just the 12th 
20-win season in program history and 
first since 1999. 

• The Cornhuskers finished the 2009 
league slate with an 8-8 record, the first 
.500 conference record by Nebraska in 
a decade.

• Nebraska saw an average of more 
than 10,000 fans in conference home 
games over each of the last two seasons, 
the first time league attendance at the 
Devaney Center averaged five figures 

THE SADLER FILE
Full Name: Kenneth Lee Sadler
Date of Birth: June 12, 1960
Hometown: Greenwood, Ark.
Family: Wife, Tonya;  Sons, Landon (16)
 and Matthew (13)
Education:  Bachelors of Science, Arkansas, 
 1982;  Masters of Science, 
 Northeastern State, 1991

HEAD COACHING EXPERIENCE
 Nebraska, 2006-present; 
 UTEP,  2004-06; 
 Arkansas-Fort Smith, 1998-2003

ASSISTANT COACHING EXPERIENCE
 Arkansas, 1982-85; Lamar, 1985-86; 
 Houston, 1986; Chicago State, 1987-88; 
 Arkansas-Fort Smith, 1988-91;  Texas  
 Tech, 1991-94; Arizona State, 1994-97;  
 Arkansas-Fort Smith, 1997-98; UTEP,  
 2003-04 

AWARDS AND HONORS 
 NJCAA Region II Coach of the Year, 
 2001, 2002

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS
• Helped 13 teams to postseason 
 appearances in 17 years as a
 Division I coach 
• U.S. Under-19 National Team 
 Trials Coach in 2007
• Recruited eight future NBA players
• Coached and developed an additional 11
 players who went on to play in the NBA
• Reached the postseason following eight
 seasons as a head coach
• Ranks ninth in Division I history with 
 27 wins in his first season
 as a head coach
• Won at least 20 games in three of first five
 years as Division I head coach
• Guided four players to first-team 
 all-conference honors in three leagues 
 (Big 12, WAC, C-USA) over past 
 five years

HEAD COACH  |  FOURTH YEAR  |  ARKANSAS, 1982  |  RECORD AT NEBRASKA: 55-40

DOC SADLER
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since 1998, which is the last year the 
Huskers reached the NCAA Tournament. 

• Nebraska ranked among the nation’s 
elite defensive teams each of the past 
two years, finishing 18th and 22nd, 
respectively, in the country and first in 
the Big 12 in scoring defense, including 
leading teams in conference-only games 
by more than three points per contest.

• With 55 wins in his first three years 
in Lincoln, Sadler set a new mark for 
most victories by a third-year coach, as 
he was only the third Husker coach ever 
to post at least 50 wins in his first three 
years.

Sadler is also the only coach in 
program history to post at least 17 
wins in each of his three seasons on the 
Husker sideline. He reached that mark 
despite Nebraska being picked to finish 
ninth or lower in the preseason polls 
each year. That’s a true Sadler trademark 
-- getting the most out of his players 
every time they step on the floor. 

Nebraska opened the 2008-09 
campaign with hopes of continuing the 
momentum gained the previous season 
and did well to meet those lofty goals. 
The Huskers posted 18 more wins, 
including a solid 8-8 mark in league play 
that left them one game out of fourth 
place in the final conference standings. 

The Huskers faced 12 teams that 
reached the postseason (16 games), 
earning six wins including victories 
over Elite Eight performer Missouri and 
nationally ranked Texas at home. In total, 
five of those opponents went on to win at 
least one game in the postseason. 

Nebraska solidified its postseason 
spot by forging the best scoring defense 
in the league at 60.4 points per game, 
the second-best mark at NU in the last 
50 years. The Huskers’ second straight 
NIT appearance marked the first time 
in a decade that Nebraska had played in 
the postseason in consecutive years. The 
strong finish also helped several Huskers 
earn individual honors as Ade Dagunduro 
was a third-team All-Big 12 selection and 
an All-Defense Team pick by the coaches, 

The Sadler family (from top): Tonya, Matthew, Doc and Landon.

while Dagunduro (All-Underrated), 
Ryan Anderson (All-Defense) and Paul 
Velander (All-Bench) were picked to 
postseason squads by the league’s 
sportswriters. 

Following the season, two Huskers 
(Ade Dagunduro and Nick Krenk) earned 
their degrees and a third (Chris Balham) 
picked his up in August. Those players 
brought the total of players to graduate 
after playing for Sadler at Nebraska to 
five, with five more scheduled to earn 
their degrees in the next year. Former 
NU guard Marcus Neal Jr. also returned 
to the program in the summer of 2007 
and completed his degree during Sadler’s 
first year in Lincoln.

Sadler’s second squad in Lincoln 
earned every one of its 20 victories in 

2007-08. Overall, 18 of NU’s 33 games 
were against teams that qualified for the 
postseason, including 13 against NCAA 
Tournament squads. 

After starting 0-4 in league play 
including a pair of losses to top-five 
Kansas, Sadler showed a steady hand 
while keeping the program headed in 
the right direction. Nebraska rebounded 
to finish 7-5 down the stretch, with only 
Big 12 co-champions Kansas and Texas 
holding better records over the final 12 
games of league play. 

Nebraska suffered a 10-point setback 
against KU in the Big 12 Tournament 
despite holding the largest halftime lead 
over the Jayhawks of any team all year (5 
points) and limiting Kansas to its fewest 
points in any half (22). Kansas went on to 

win the Big 12 and national titles while 
Nebraska finished the season 3-5 against 
ranked teams, including upsets of No. 16 
Oregon, No. 24 Kansas State and No. 22 
Texas A&M. 

Overall, Sadler owns a 5-12 mark 
against ranked squads in three years at 
Nebraska.

The wins over KSU and A&M came 
in back-to-back games, with the victory 
over the Aggies in College Station, Texas, 
marking Nebraska’s first road league 
win over a ranked team since 1999. 
That was also the last time NU defeated 
ranked teams in back-to-back games. The 
Huskers’ win over Oregon – one of five 
victories over teams that qualified for the 
postseason – was the first ever home win 
against a ranked non-conference team 
outside of Lincoln as the squads faced off 
in front of more than 12,000 fans in the 
Qwest Center in Omaha. 

By buying into Sadler’s plan, center 
Aleks Maric and guards Dagunduro 
and Steve Harley reaped the rewards 
with postseason accolades. Maric was a 
2008 first-team All-Big 12 selection and 
a first-team all-district honoree, while 
Dagunduro and Harley -- both junior 
college products -- were tabbed to the 
2008 Big 12 All-Newcomer Team.

Maric became just the third player 
in the Big 12 era to record at least 
1,600 points and 1,000 rebounds as he 
finished fifth all-time in scoring (1,630) 
and second in rebounding (1,030) at 
Nebraska. He completed his career with 

SADLER YEAR BY YEAR
Years Team Record Notes
1998-99 Arkansas-Fort Smith 16-14 (.533) First year as head coach at collegiate level
1999-00 Arkansas-Fort Smith 24-7 (.774)  Bi-State Conference East Champions
2000-01 Arkansas-Fort Smith 30-5 (.857)  Finished season ranked No. 5 nationally,
   Bi-State Conference East Champions, NJCAA Region II Champions
2001-02 Arkansas-Fort Smith 30-6 (.833)  Finished season ranked No. 7 nationally,
   NJCAA Region II Champions, Bi-State Conference East Champions 
2002-03 Arkansas-Fort Smith 20-7 (.741)  Bi-State Conference East Champions
2004-05 UTEP 27-8 (.771)  WAC Tourney champs; NCAA Tournament – lost to Utah, 60-54
2005-06 UTEP 21-10 (.677)  NIT – defeated Lipscomb, 85-66; lost at Michigan, 82-67
2006-07 Nebraska 17-14 (.548) Third-winningest first-year coach in NU history
2007-08 Nebraska 20-13 (.606) NIT – defeated Charlotte, 67-48; lost at Mississippi, 85-75 (ot)
2008-09 Nebraska 18-13 (.581) NIT – lost at New Mexico, 83-71
 Career Totals 10 years, 223-97 (.697)  6 Postseason Appearances; 4 Conference Championships
 Division I Totals 5 years, 103-58 (.640)  4 Postseason Appearances
 At Nebraska 3 years, 55-40 (.579) 2 Postseason Appearances
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19 school or conference records before 
going on to a professional career. 

A year earlier, Sadler got up and 
running quickly when he was hired in 
August 2006, as he had less than 90 
days before the start of fall practice to 
get his staff in order, finish the schedule 
and round out the roster, including 
re-recruiting players from the previous 
season. As he accomplished each task 
with resounding success, Sadler’s drive 
and determination rewarded the Husker 
faithful with immediate dividends, not 
only on the court but also with a feeling 
that the program was again headed in a 
positive direction.

Sadler opened his Nebraska career 
with five straight wins, including his 
50th as a Division I head coach in a 
victory over nationally ranked Creighton. 
He went on to guide an undermanned 
Husker squad to 17 wins, tying for the 
third-most victories by a first-year coach 
in Nebraska history. 

The Huskers’ immediate 
improvements under Sadler were a 
direct reflection of his simple approach 
and ability to get the most out of his 
players. Sadler demands that his players 
give maximum effort every time they 
step on the court – whether in practice 
or a game. The defensive-minded coach 
reciprocates by providing players the 
freedom to create scoring opportunities 
on the offensive end.

The biggest benefactor of Sadler’s 
creative style in 2006-07 was Maric, who 
blossomed into arguably the Big 12’s top 
post player. Maric was one of the league’s 
most improved players as he averaged 
18.5 points and 8.7 rebounds per game 
while hitting a league-high 56.5 percent 
from the floor. 

Maric was far from the only 
beneficiary of Sadler’s savvy coaching. 
Four other Huskers entered the 
Nebraska record books in 2007, 
including seniors Charles Richardson Jr. 
(third in NU single-season assists) and 
Marcus Perry (sixth in NU single-season 
3-pointers). After posting impressive 
numbers on the court, Richardson and 
Perry also became the first Huskers 
to earn their degrees after playing for 

Sadler. 
Following the season, Sadler was 

honored to receive an invite to serve as 
a Trials Team Coach for the 2007 U.S. 
Under-19 World Championships team, 
the first stint of his career working with 
USA Basketball. Selected to the position 
by his peers, Sadler coached invited 
participants at the Dallas Mavericks’ 
facilities and helped the coaching staff 
choose the team that went on to win the 
silver medal at the 2007 U-19 World 
Championships.  

Before Sadler, 49, brought his 
engaging personality and hard-nosed 
basketball style to the Big 12 Conference, 
he spent two impressive seasons as head 
coach at Texas-El Paso, where he helped 
continue the long-standing tradition of 
success in Miners basketball. 

Sadler’s UTEP teams boasted 48 
victories in his two years as head coach 
and won 72.7 percent of their games. 
Including his first season with the Miners 
as an assistant coach, Sadler helped UTEP 
to 72 victories over three years, ranking 
the Miners 20th nationally in victories 

during that span. The Miners gained 
three straight postseason appearances 
with Sadler on the bench. 

A native of Greenwood, Ark., Sadler 
made one of the most successful Division 
I coaching debuts in college basketball 
history, as his 2004-05 Miners squad 
ran to an impressive 27-8 record and 
an NCAA Tournament berth. UTEP won 
a school-record 14 Western Athletic 
Conference (WAC) games and its first 
WAC Tournament title in 15 years to 
earn the league’s automatic bid to the 
Big Dance. 

The 27 wins were one off the UTEP 
school record. They also put Sadler in 
rare territory, as the mark still ranks 
ninth in NCAA history for victories by a 
first-year Division I coach. 

Sadler led UTEP to 21 victories in 
2005-06 and an NIT berth, relying on 
a defense that ranked 15th nationally 
by allowing only 59.5 points per game. 
UTEP set a C-USA record by allowing just 
56 points per game in conference play 
in 2005-06, and also allowed teams to 
hit just 40.6 percent from the floor on 
the year, the program’s best mark since 
1974. 

While solid defense is a staple of his 
teams, Sadler understands the need 
to put creative scorers in a position to 
flourish. That was especially noticeable 
in his first UTEP team, as the 2005 
Miners set the school record for points 
scored (2,616, 74.7 ppg), assists (579) 
and free throw percentage (.792). 

Sadler helped two players, Omar 
Thomas and Filberto Rivera, earn first-
team All-WAC honors in 2005, the first 
time UTEP had a pair of players on the 

STARTING STRONG
Doc Sadler has a history of starting strong. At UTEP, Sadler’s first team posted what was then 
the seventh-highest single-season victories total for a first-year Division I head coach (today 
it’s ninth). At Nebraska, Sadler has helped his first three Husker squads to two postseason 
appearances and 55 wins, the highest win total ever by a third-year mentor at NU. 

COACHING VICTORIES IN FIRST THREE YEARS AT NEBRASKA
 Name, Years .................................................................................Wins .....................................................Record
1. Doc Sadler, 2007, 2008, 2009 ................................................ 55 .................................................... 55-40
2.  Moe Iba, 1981, 1982, 1983 ..................................................... 53 ..................................................... 53-34 
3. Danny Nee, 1987, 1988, 1989 ............................................... 51 ..................................................... 51-46 
4. E.O. Stiehm, 1912, 1913, 1914 .............................................. 46 ........................................................46-6 
5. Barry Collier, 2001, 2002, 2003 ........................................... 38 ..................................................... 38-50

first squad in 20 years. Thomas also 
earned MVP honors after an outstanding 
performance at the league tournament. 
A year later, John Tofi, one of two 
1,000-point scorers on the squad, was 
the third Miner to earn a first-team all-
league certificate under Sadler. 

Before taking over as head coach, 
Sadler was an assistant at UTEP under 
then-head coach Billy Gillispie in 2003-
04 when the Miners made their first 
NCAA Tournament appearance in more 
than a decade. Under Gillispie and Sadler, 
UTEP tied the biggest turnaround in 
NCAA history that season as it went from 
six wins the previous year to 24 wins in 
Sadler’s first season assisting the Miners. 

Sadler honed his coaching skills in 
his native state as he served as a head 
coach in the junior college ranks for five 
years at Arkansas-Fort Smith from 1999 
to 2003. The success at UTEP should 
have come as little surprise to anyone 
who knows Sadler, as he posted a 120-39 
record at Fort Smith. 

Sadler served two stints as an 
assistant coach at Arkansas-Fort Smith, 
first in 1988-91 and then again during 
the 1997-98 season. He took over as head 
coach and athletic director in 1998 and 
served in that capacity until 2003 when 
he left to join Gillispie at Texas-El Paso. 

Sadler’s teams won the Bi-State 
East Conference title each of his last 
four years at Arkansas-Fort Smith. 
The 2001 and 2002 NJCAA Region II 
Coach of the Year, Sadler led the Lions 
to the region title and an appearance 
in the NJCAA national tournament 
while winning 30 games each of those 
seasons. Off the court, his teams had a 
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Team ...................................................... Record
Alabama-Birmingham ......................................1-1
Alabama A&M ......................................................3-0
Alabama State ......................................................2-0
Alcorn State ..........................................................1-0
Arkansas-Pine Bluff ..........................................2-0
Arizona State ........................................................2-1
Baylor ......................................................................1-3
Boise State .............................................................3-0
Central Florida ....................................................0-1
Charlotte ................................................................1-0
Colorado .................................................................4-2
Creighton ...............................................................2-1
Delaware State ....................................................1-0
East Carolina ........................................................1-0
Florida A&M .........................................................1-0
Fresno State ..........................................................1-1
Georgetown ..........................................................0-1
Hawaii .....................................................................3-1

SADLER AGAINST ALL OPPONENTS

SADLER-ERA TEAM SUPERLATIVES
POINTS
NU high -- 88; vs. Oregon (12/15/07), 
 vs. Maryland Eastern Shore (1/3/09)
 Opponent high -- 92; Kansas (2/17/07)
NU low -- 39; twice (last 3/8/07)
 Opponent low -- 28; North Carolina Central  
  (12/22/07)
NU high (half) -- 53; vs. Norfolk State (11/20/07)
 Opponent high (half)  -- 56; Kansas (2/17/07)
NU low (half) -- 15; at Kansas (1/26/08)
 Opponent low (half) -- 8; 
  vs. North Carolina Central (12/22/07)

FIELD GOALS
NU high -- 33; vs. Maryland Eastern Shore
  (1/4/08 and 1/3/09)
 Opponent high -- 35; Kansas (2/17/07)
NU low -- 13; at Arizona State (12/7/08)
 Opponent low -- 9; North Carolina Central  
  (12/22/07)
NU high attempts -- 65; twice (last 12/15/07)
 Opponent high attempts -- 65; Missouri   
  (2/24/07)
NU low attempts -- 37; vs. Creighton 
  (11/18/06)
 Opponent low attempts -- 37; TCU   
  (11/19/08)

NU high percentage --  .676; vs. Creighton   
  (11/18/06)
 Opponent high percentage -- .636; Rutgers  
  (12/2/06)
NU low percentage -- .277; vs. Oklahoma State
  (3/8/07)
 Opponent low percentage -- .270; 
  TCU (11/19/08)

3POINT FIELD GOALS
NU high -- 15; vs. Miami (12/30/06)
 Opponent high -- 14; twice (last 12/15/07)
NU low -- 2; at Creighton (11/24/07)
 Opponent low -- 2; three times 
  (last 11/22/08)
NU high attempts -- 33; twice (last 2/21/07)
 Opponent high attempts -- 32; Creighton   
  (11/18/06)
NU low attempts -- 9; at Creighton (11/24/07)
 Opponent low attempts -- 5; UMBC  
  (12/23/08)
NU high percentage --  .647; at Rutgers   
  (12/2/06)
 Opponent high percentage -- .600; 
  UMBC (12/23/08)
NU low percentage -- .150; at Kansas   
  (2/17/07)
 Opponent low percentage -- .144; 
  Arkansas-Pine Bluff (11/27/06)

95 percent graduation rate during his 
tenure and every sophomore over his 
last two seasons at UAFS was awarded 
a scholarship to a four-year institution, 
including eight Division I scholarships. 

Honing his administrative and 
fundraising skills, Sadler oversaw a 
department that posted a 72.4 winning 
percentage across all sports under his 
guidance while he also spearheaded 
efforts to build a new basketball arena 
for the university.

Considered by many to be a 
tremendous tactician and strategist, 
Sadler is equally as impressive on the 
recruiting paths. Sadler has signed eight 
players who have gone on to play in the 
NBA, including Michael Batiste, Tony 
Battie, Cory Carr, Mark Davis, Darvin 
Ham, Eddie House, Maurice Jeffers and 
Jason Sasser. Two of those players (Tony 
Battie, Orlando; Eddie House, Boston) 

played in the NBA Finals over the past 
two seasons.

Sadler has also coached 11 other 
players who reached the NBA -- Greg 
Anderson, Mario Bennett, Randy Brown, 
Isaac Burton, Byron Irvin, Joe Klein, 
Andrew Lang, Ron Riley, Alvin Robertson, 
Darrell Walker and Rickie Winslow. 
Overall, Sadler’s total is an impressive 19 
former pupils who reached the highest 
level of professional basketball. 

Sadler, who pulled in a top-25 
recruiting class in 2007 in his first full 
season recruiting for Nebraska, has a 
unique ability to build relationships and 
then develop players both on and off the 
court. Along with his NBA pupils and 
all-conference picks, Sadler has seen 
his players succeed in the classroom, 
including 10 Huskers on the 2007-08 
team who earned at least a 3.0 grade-
point average in the first semester. 

Houston ..................................................................2-1
IPFW  .......................................................................3-0
Iowa State ..............................................................2-4
Jackson State ........................................................1-0
Kansas .....................................................................0-7
Kansas State .........................................................3-3
Lipscomb ...............................................................1-0
Louisiana-Lafayette ..........................................0-1
Louisiana Tech ....................................................1-1
Lubbock Christian..............................................1-0
Marshall .................................................................1-0
Maryland Eastern Shore .................................2-0
Memphis ................................................................0-1
Miami ......................................................................1-0
Michigan.................................................................0-1
Mississippi ............................................................0-1
Mississippi Valley State ...................................1-0
Missouri .................................................................5-2
Nebraska-Omaha ...............................................1-0

As an assistant coach, Sadler served 
stints at seven current Division I schools, 
including Arkansas (1982-85, under 
Coach Eddie Sutton), Lamar (1985-
86, under Coach Pat Foster), Houston 
(1986), Chicago State (1987-88, under 
Coach Tommy Suitts), Texas Tech (1991-
94, under Coach James Dickey), Arizona 
State (1994-97, under Coach Bill Freider) 
and UTEP (2003-04, under Coach Billy 
Gillispie).

Over 12 full seasons as a Division I 
assistant coach, nine of his teams reached 
the postseason, including ASU’s 1996 
team that reached the Sweet 16 of the 
NCAA Tournament. At Texas Tech, Sadler 
helped the Red Raiders to the 1993 
Southwest Conference title and an NCAA 
appearance. He recruited talent that 
helped the Red Raiders to a 28-1 record 
and a Sweet 16 appearance in 1996.

The energetic Sadler also served one 

season as a high school coach, guiding 
County Line High School to a 38-7 record. 
Sadler’s late father, Charles, coached 
football at the high school level for more 
than 30 years in Arkansas, and Sadler’s 
brother, Pedro, is currently head golf 
coach and assistant basketball coach at 
Fort Smith Southside High School. 

Sadler, who was a four-year student 
manager for the Arkansas Razorbacks 
under Coach Eddie Sutton, earned his 
bachelor’s degree in physical education 
in 1982 before beginning his collegiate 
coaching career with Sutton at Arkansas. 
Sadler added a masters of science degree 
in education from Northeastern State in 
1991. Sadler and his wife, Tonya, who is 
also a native of Greenwood, Ark., have 
two sons, Landon (16) and Matthew (13).

Nevada ....................................................................1-1
New Mexico ..........................................................0-2
New Mexico State ...............................................4-0
Norfolk State ........................................................1-0
North Carolina Central ....................................1-0
North Texas ..........................................................1-0
Occidental College .............................................1-0
Oklahoma ..............................................................1-2
Oklahoma State ...................................................1-3
Oklahoma Panhandle State ............................1-0
Oregon ....................................................................1-1
Oregon State .........................................................0-1
Pacific ......................................................................1-1
Presbyterian .........................................................1-0
Princeton ...............................................................1-0
Rice ...........................................................................4-0
Rutgers ...................................................................1-1
Saint Louis .............................................................1-0
Savannah State ....................................................2-0

San Jose State .......................................................3-0
South Carolina State .........................................1-0
Southern Illinois .................................................0-1
Southern Methodist ..........................................4-0
Southern Miss ......................................................2-0
Syracuse .................................................................0-1
TCU ...........................................................................1-0
Texas .......................................................................1-2
Texas A&M ............................................................1-2
Texas Permian Basin ........................................1-0
Texas Southern ...................................................1-0
Texas Tech ............................................................3-2
Tulane .....................................................................1-0
Tulsa ........................................................................3-1
UMBC .......................................................................0-1
Utah ..........................................................................0-1
Western Kentucky .............................................1-1
Western New Mexico .......................................1-0
Wyoming ...............................................................1-0
Total ....................................................... 103-58

FREE THROWS
NU high -- 31; vs. Missouri (2/24/07)
 Opponent high -- 29; Hawaii (12/22/06)
NU low -- 2; vs. Texas A&M (2/10/07)
 Opponent low -- 2; Lubbock Christian   
  (11/21/06)
NU high attempts -- 38; vs. Kansas State   
  (2/13/07)
 Opponent high attempts -- 38; 
  at TCU (11/19/08)
NU low attempts -- 3; vs. Texas A&M (2/10/07)
 Opponent low attempts -- 4; Florida A&M 
  (1/5/09)
NU high percentage --  1.000; vs. Baylor (10-10) 
  (3/11/09)
 Opponent high percentage -- 1.000; 
  Texas Tech (2/6/07)
NU low percentage -- .333; at Kansas   
  (2/17/07)
 Opponent low percentage -- .300; 
  Texas A&M (3-10) (2/24/09)

REBOUNDS
NU high -- 42; three times (last 11/16/08)
 Opponent high -- 47; Kansas (1/29/07)
NU low -- 18; vs. Baylor (3/11/09)
 Opponent low -- 20; two times 
  (last 11/26/07)

ASSISTS
NU high -- 24; Maryland Eastern Shore   
  (1/4/08)
 Opponent high -- 25; twice (last 1/26/08)
NU low -- 5; at Kansas (1/26/08)
 Opponent low -- 3; three times 
  (last 2/18/09)

TURNOVERS
NU high -- 24; vs. Oklahoma State (3/8/07)
 Opponent high -- 26; North Carolina Central
  (12/22/07)
NU low -- 3; vs. Maryland Eastern Shore (1/3/09)
 Opponent low -- 7; twice (last 1/21/09)

BLOCKED SHOTS
NU high -- 7; vs. Norfolk State (11/20/07)
 Opponent high -- 10; Kansas (1/26/08)
NU low -- 0; 15 times
 Opponent low -- 0; four times 

STEALS
NU high -- 16; San Jose State (11/16/08)
 Opponent high -- 15; Creighton (11/24/07)
NU low -- 1; vs. Creighton (11/18/06)
 Opponent low -- 1; Hawaii (12/22/06)
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Philip Mathews returns for his fourth season on the Husker 
bench alongside Coach Doc Sadler in 2009-10. Mathews holds a 
wealth of knowledge after serving as a former college head coach 
at both the Division I and junior college levels. During his career, 
Mathews recorded nearly 500 wins as a head coach, and now 
gives the Huskers another experienced voice to utilize both on 
the court and during practice sessions.

Mathews returned to the Division I level in 2006-07 as 
an assistant coach on Sadler’s first staff at Nebraska. It was 
Mathews’ first time at the NCAA’s highest level since serving as 
head coach at San Francisco for nine years from 1995 to 2004. 

The experience Mathews has provided over the past three 
years has been vital to the Huskers’ success. During that stretch 
with Mathews assisting Sadler, the Huskers have posted 55 wins 
and earned a pair of postseason appearances. Each year, NU has 
improved its win total in Big 12 Conference play, including the 
first .500 league record in a decade at Nebraska.

Working primarily with the guards, Mathews helped Sadler 
turn Nebraska into one of the top ballhandling teams in 2008-09. 
NU ranked fourth nationally in turnover margin with a +5.8 
margin. NU was 18th nationally in turnovers per game, averaging 
a Big 12-low 11.5 turnovers per game. The Husker guards also 
helped Nebraska post at least 200 3-pointers twice in the past 
three years, each time ranking among the top five totals in the 
Husker record book. 

Mathews has also helped the Husker point guards become 
some of the most efficient assistmen in the league. During 
the past three years, NU’s point guard has ranked among the 
top seven in the Big 12 Conference in assists per game and 
assist-to-turnover ratio. In his first year at NU, Mathews helped 
senior Charles Richardson Jr. rank second in the Big 12 and 14th 
nationally in assists per game (5.77) while his 179 assists were 
third on the Nebraska single-season chart.

In his last stint at the Division I level, Mathews guided the San 
Francisco Dons program from 1995-96 to 2003-04. His team won 
at least 16 games in each of his first three seasons and among 
the early highlights was a 19-11 mark in 1997-98 that led to San 
Francisco’s first NCAA Tournament appearance in 16 years. 

Two years later, Mathews again led USF to another 19-win 
season. Two of his last three squads posted winning overall 

records and all three finished in the top four in the West Coast 
Conference standings. He finished his career with a 139-123 
record in nine seasons at San Francisco.

Like Sadler, Mathews honed his coaching skills in the junior 
college ranks. Mathews compiled a combined 349-73 record in 
12 years as head coach at the junior college level and his squads 
won a conference title 11 times during his tenure. 

Mathews’ first stint as head coach at the junior college level 
came at Ventura College, where he spent 10 seasons (1986-95) 
compiling a 298-56 record. His teams won 10 straight Western 
States Conference titles. Before his arrival, Ventura had not won a 
league championship in 17 seasons. 

All but one of his teams earned at least 20 victories and six 
times – including each of his last five years in charge – his teams 
won at least 30 contests. During the 1994-95 campaign, Ventura 
went 37-1 and ranked second nationally while winning the 
second California state junior college title under Mathews. Eleven 
players recruited to Ventura for that season earned Division I 
scholarships.

Following his stint at San Francisco, Mathews spent the next 
two seasons as the head coach at San Bernardino Valley College, 
where he helped the Wolverines to an impressive 51-17 record. 
In his first season in 2004-05, San Bernardino went 27-5 and 
won the conference title with a 13-1 record. Mathews’ first San 
Bernardino Valley team saw every player on the roster move on 
to a four-year school with a scholarship. 

Mathews entered the coaching ranks as an assistant at UC 
Irvine for the 1973 season. He spent the next year at the high 
school level before returning to Irvine for four years (1975-78). 
Mathews then served as head coach at Santa Ana Valley High 
School, where he won two league titles in three years. 

Following the 1980-81 campaign, Mathews returned to the 
college level where he was an assistant for four years at Cal State 
Fullerton (1982-85) before taking over at Ventura College. 

A two-year basketball letterwinner at UC Irvine, Mathews 
earned his bachelors degree in comparative cultures in 1972 
and added a masters degree in education in 1975. Mathews is 
married to the former Margie Holland. He has four children, 
Sabrina (40), Akilah (31), Jordan (15) and Jonah (11).

The Mathews family (clockwise from top left): Philip, Margie, Jordan and Jonah.

THE MATHEWS FILE
Family: Wife, Margie; Sons, Jordan and 
 Jonah; Daughters, Sabrina and Akilah

EDUCATION
Bachelor’s degree in comparative 
 cultures, UC Irvine, 1972
Master’s degree in education, 
 UC Irvine, 1975

COACHING EXPERIENCE
Nebraska, 4th season
 2006 to present (assistant)
San Bernardino College, 2 seasons
 2004 to 2006 (head coach)
San Francisco, 9 seasons
 1995 to 2004 (head coach)
Ventura College, 10 seasons
 1985 to 1995 (head coach)
Cal State Fullerton, 4 seasons
 1981 to 1985 (assistant)
UC Irvine, 4 seasons
 1974 to 1978 (assistant) 
UC Irvine, 1 seasons
 1972 to 1973 (assistant)

ASSISTANT COACH  |  FOURTH YEAR  |  UC IRVINE, 1972

PHILIP MATHEWS
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David Anwar is entering his fourth season on the Husker 
sideline  in 2009-10, and ninth year overall working alongside 
coach Doc Sadler. Anwar has proven his worth on both the 
recruiting trail and in game planning during his tenure with 
Sadler. 

In his first year with the Huskers, Anwar helped Nebraska reel 
in arguably its top-rated class in the Big 12 era as the Huskers’ 
eight-man recruiting class for 2007 was ranked among the top 25 
in the nation by at least three major scouting services, including 
ESPN.com’s Bob Gibbons (21st), CSTV.com’s Van Coleman (12th) 
and HoopScoopOnline.com’s Clark Francis (5th). Anwar has also 
provided significant recruiting ties in the junior college ranks 
and has been a strong voice for the Huskers in international 
recruiting the past two seasons as well. 

On the court, Anwar has been valuable to Sadler and the 
Huskers both in practice and on game day. He has worked with 
both the Husker wings and post players during his tenure. Over 
the past three seasons, Nebraska has recorded 55 victories, 
including at least 17 wins all three years. 

Postseason berths in the National Invitation Tournament 
have followed each of the past two years, as Anwar and Sadler 
have helped Nebraska to its first consecutive postseason 
appearances in a decade. Much of the Huskers’ success has come 
behind a stellar defense that has ranked among the top 25 in the 
country each of the last two years, including leading the Big 12 
Conference both seasons. 

Working primarily with the Nebraska guards in his first year, 
Anwar’s guidance helped the Huskers power to the second-
highest 3-point total in school history with 244 treys in 2006-07. 
Three Huskers finished the year ranked on the school’s single-
season 3-point percentage chart. Last year, Nebraska recorded 
just the fifth season ever with at least 200 3-pointers, while two 
Huskers – Ryan Anderson and Paul Velander – moved into the 

career top 10 for 3-pointers and 3-point percentage. 
When he came to Nebraska, Anwar rejoined Sadler’s staff after 

serving two seasons under him at Texas-El Paso. During that 
time, Anwar was the Miners’ director of operations where he was 
responsible for the program’s budget, scheduling and practice 
management. 

Anwar also oversaw the administrative staff and assisted 
with special projects, camps and on-campus recruiting while 
helping Sadler and the Miners reach the 2005 NCAA Tournament 
and 2006 NIT. Overall, Anwar has helped Sadler’s teams to four 
postseason appearances in five years at the Division I level. 

Before joining the UTEP program, Anwar served as an 
assistant coach at Arkansas-Fort Smith for four seasons, 
including the final three under Sadler. Anwar had on-court 
and practice responsibilities and also served as the recruiting 
coordinator. 

Arkansas-Fort Smith earned a 101-29 record with Anwar on 
the bench, including a pair of top-seven national finishes in 2001 
(fifth) and 2002 (seventh). The team won the Bi-State Conference 
East league title each of his three seasons under Sadler and 
produced numerous all-conference players on the court and in 
the classroom. 

Anwar has helped several programs earn a successful record 
of academic success, including helping more than 20 players 
move on to four-year schools from Arkansas-Fort Smith. 

Earlier in his career, Anwar helped more than 40 high 
school and prep players earn a spot on a Division I or II roster 
while serving as a coach in his native Philadelphia and in 
Massachusetts. 

A native of Philadelphia, Anwar earned a bachelor’s degree 
in special education and sociology from Fitchburg State in 1998 
and added a master’s degree in sports management/sports 
leadership from Virginia Commonwealth in 2004.

THE ANWAR FILE
EDUCATION
Bachelor’s degree in special education and 
 sociology, Fitchburg College, 1998
Master’s degree in sports management/
 leadership, Virginia Commonwealth,
 2004

COACHING EXPERIENCE
Nebraska, 4th season
 2006 to present (assistant)
Arkansas-Fort Smith, 4 seasons
 2000 to 2004 (assistant)

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE
Texas-El Paso, 2 seasons
 2004 to 2006 
 (director of operations)

ASSISTANT COACH  |  FOURTH YEAR  |  FITCHBURG COLLEGE, 1998

DAVID ANWAR
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The Roese family (clockwise from left): Leonardo, Walter, Monique and Agatha.

Walter Roese (pronounced Row-eez), a veteran coach with 
an impressive international recruiting and coaching background, 
returns for his second year as part of the Nebraska men’s 
basketball coaching staff in 2009-10. 

On the court, Roese helped Nebraska to an 18-13 record and 
a second straight postseason berth in the National Invitation 
Tournament during his first season in Lincoln. The Huskers 
also earned an 8-8 record in conference play in 2008-09, their 
first .500 or better mark in a decade, while leading the Big 12 
Conference in scoring defense for the second straight season. 

Roese was a key addition to the Husker staff in the summer of 
2008 as he has helped Nebraska make significant in-roads within 
the international recruiting scene. During the summer of 2009, 
Roese returned to his native Brazil where he served as the head 
coach of the country’s junior national team that competed in the 
World University Games. The team, which Roese also guided in 
2007, competed in Belgrade, Serbia, finishing with a 4-3 record.

The first Brazilian to earn a full-time assistant position at the 
Division I level, Roese has built an impressive collegiate resume 
in a short time. Over the last four seasons, the teams he has 
helped coach have won a combined 85 games and earned four 
postseason bids, including two NCAA Tournament appearances. 

Roese came to Nebraska from San Diego, where he spent 
one season under coach Bill Grier, helping the Toreros to the 
2008 West Coast Conference title and an NCAA Tournament 
appearance. After winning three straight games at the WCC 
Tournament to earn the league’s automatic berth into the Big 
Dance, USD upset Connecticut, 70-69 in overtime, before losing 
to Western Kentucky in the second round. San Diego ended the 
season with a 22-14 record, including winning 14 of its last 17 
games. 

Previously, Roese spent two years (2005-06 and 2006-07) 
as an assistant at Brigham Young University, including helping 
the Cougars to a 25-9 record and an appearance in the NCAA 
Tournament in 2006-07. In his first season, BYU recorded a 20-9 
mark and earned a berth in the National Invitation Tournament. 

Roese, who is fluent in English, Spanish and Portuguese, 
earned his bachelor’s degree in international business 
administration in 1994 from BYU-Hawaii. He also attended 
Houston and West Texas A&M before finishing his playing career 
at BYU-Hawaii, where he was named a Scholar-Athlete All-
American. He started his coaching career in collegiate basketball 
at BYU-Hawaii as a volunteer assistant coach and after earning 
his MBA from BYU in 2003, he served as the Cougars’ director 
of operations in 2003-04 and 2004-05 before moving up to an 
assistant coaching position. 

Along with his collegiate experience, Roese has served as a 
coach for the Brazilian Junior National Team, helping the squad 
qualify for the 2007 World Cup. 

Six members of Roese’s family have participated at the 
Olympic level in basketball, volleyball or tennis, while Roese 
played professional basketball overseas for several years. He 
also spent extensive time with the Brazilian National Team and 
professional clubs, playing in four World Cup Tournaments and 
at international competitions in Europe, Asia and South America. 

Roese and his wife, Monique, have two children, Leonardo and 
Agatha. Leonardo attended school in Brazil during the 2008-09 
academic year but has now moved to Lincoln to start high school. 

THE ROESE FILE
Family: Wife, Monique; Son, Leonardo; 
 Daughter, Agatha

EDUCATION
Bachelor’s degree in international business  
 administration, BYU-Hawaii, 1994
Master’s degree in business administration, 
 Brigham Young, 2003

COLLEGE COACHING EXPERIENCE
Nebraska, 2nd season
 2008 to present (assistant coach)
San Diego, 1 season
 2007 to 2008 (assistant coach)
Brigham Young, 4 seasons
 2005 to 2007 (assistant coach)
 2003 to 2005 (director of operations)

INTERNATIONAL 
COACHING EXPERIENCE
Brazilian Junior National Team, 
 2007 CorpAmerica (assistant coach)
 2007 World University Games 
  (head coach)
 2009 World University Games
  (head coach)

ASSISTANT COACH  |  SECOND YEAR  |  BYU-HAWAII, 1994

WALTER ROESE
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DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS  |  FOURTH YEAR  

CHRIS 
CROFT

Chris Croft returns for his fourth season on Coach Doc Sadler’s staff, where he has 
served as director of operations since Sadler took over the Husker basketball program 
in 2006.

With the Huskers, Croft has been the primary day-to-day administrator within the 
basketball office, where he handles the budget, clinics, camps and daily office operations. 
He also is heavily involved with team scheduling and the Huskers’ community 
involvement and Life Skills programs. Croft also helps coordinate the Huskers’ public 
speaking efforts, both for players and the coaching staff.

Another integral part of Croft’s position is handling team travel, including all 
postseason trips. Croft assisted Sadler and the Huskers to the postseason each of the past 
two years at Nebraska, the first time in a decade NU has earned a berth in the postseason 
in consecutive years. Overall, Croft has aided teams to the postseason in three of the four 
years he’s worked under Sadler. 

Croft came to Nebraska from UTEP, where he served as a program specialist for one 
season with Sadler’s staff. He oversaw several administrative areas for the Miners as the 
squad reached the National Invitation Tournament in 2006.

An experienced coach and savvy basketball administrator, Croft also has an 
impressive basketball coaching background. During his career, Croft has previously 
served stints as an assistant coach in the Big 12 and Pac-10 conferences and has been a 
head coach at the NAIA level. 

Following eight years as a Division I assistant coach, Croft was named head coach at 
Martin Methodist (Tenn.) College at the age of 30. Croft’s first squad in 2003-04 won 22 
games and grabbed the TranSouth Conference title – the first in school history – while 
also advancing to the NAIA national tournament. He was the first coach in league history 
to win a championship in his initial season as a head coach, and also was the youngest 
coach in league history to win the championship. He led his team to 13 road wins to 
rank second nationally across all divisions of four-year colleges. Croft’s team led the 
conference in scoring defense and he coached four all-conference players and seven 
academic all-conference student-athletes. 

Croft broke into the coaching profession as an undergraduate student assistant at East 
Central (Miss.) CC from 1991 to 1993. While at ECCC, he was part of a state championship 
team and the squad also made two regional tournament appearances. Croft then assisted 
M.K. Turk at Southern Mississippi as an undergraduate before being named an assistant 
coach at USM at age 22 in 1995. 

Croft helped USM to two NIT appearances before moving to the Big 12 under coach 
Eddie Sutton in an administrative position at Oklahoma State before the 1996-97 season. 
In two seasons with the Cowboys, Croft helped OSU to a pair of postseason appearances, 
including reaching the second round of the 1998 NCAA Tournament. He then moved on 
to Maryland Eastern Shore for one year in a recruiting capacity before spending four 
seasons (1999-2000 to 2002-2003) at Washington State. Croft also was the head coach 
for the Planet Basketball All-Star team that toured New Zealand in the summer of 2001.

Croft earned his bachelor’s degree in coaching and sports administration from 
Southern Miss in 1995 and received a master’s degree in human performance in 1996. 
Croft completed his doctoral degree in educational leadership and administration 
through UTEP in 2008. 

VIDEO COORDINATOR  |  FOURTH YEAR  

JIM 
SHAW

The first current member of the staff hired by coach Doc Sadler at Nebraska, Jim Shaw 
enters his fourth season as video coordinator in 2009-10. Shaw oversees all aspects of 
the video operation including video exchange, taping workouts and games, breaking 
down video and organizing the video library. He also oversees student assistants who 
assist with the program’s video needs. 

Shaw helps coordinate Nebraska player appearances in the community and assists 
with the Huskers’ team efforts in NU’s Life Skills Team Award challenge. During the 
offseason, he plays an integral role with the Doc Sadler Basketball Camps by assisting 
with all phases of camp planning and supervision. 

In his role, Shaw has helped four squads to postseason play in the past five years 
under Sadler. Last season, the Huskers earned an 18-13 record and a berth in the 
National Invitation Tournament (NIT). It was the second straight year that culminated 
with a postseason NIT appearance for the Huskers and included a .500 finish (8-8) in Big 
12 Conference play, both firsts in a decade at Nebraska. Previously, Shaw helped Sadler 
guide Texas-El Paso to an NCAA berth in 2004 and an appearance in the 2005 NIT.

 Shaw joined the Husker staff after serving as a program specialist at Texas-El 
Paso under Sadler and former Miners’ coach Billy Gillispie. Shaw handled all duties 
surrounding the Miners’ video system during his three years in El Paso, and was heavily 
involved with directing camps and clinics, including serving as director for the Doc Sadler 
Basketball Camps each of his last two years. He also has significant experience assisting 
with recruiting efforts and all areas of player development. 

A native of San Antonio, Texas, Shaw is familiar with the Midwest after earning his 
undergraduate degree in economics at Grinnell (Iowa) College in 2003. He then added a 
master’s degree in business administration from Texas-El Paso in 2005 while working 
with the Miners’ program.

Shaw was a four-year letterwinner at Grinnell, helping the Pioneers to four straight 
Division III national scoring titles, including an all-division scoring record of 124.9 points 
per game in 2002-03. He led Grinnell to a league title as a sophomore and senior, and in 
2001 paced the conference in 3-pointers made while pushing the Pioneers to the NCAA 
Tournament.

Shaw was married to the former Leslie Hawley in June 2007. 

GRADUATE MANAGER/PLAYER DEVELOPMENT

TONY 
SCHAMBER

Tony Schamber is in his first year serving as graduate manager/player development 
in 2009-10. Schamber takes over for Bill Shaw, who served in the role for the past year 
before returning to Texas where he had previously coached more than 30 years in the 
high school ranks.

Schamber began as a member of the Nebraska Athletic Department in August of 2008, 
serving for a year as an assistant academic counselor. He worked directly with the men’s 
basketball team and assisted with football within the Academic Programs and Student 
Services unit.

Schamber joined the Nebraska staff after spending four years working with the 
basketball program at his alma mater, Wyoming. He most recently served as the director 
of basketball operations after spending three years as a graduate manager. Schamber 
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ASSISTANT ATHLETIC TRAINER, ATC, MS

R.J.
PIETIG

R.J. Pietig returns for his second full year serving as the athletic trainer for the 
Nebraska men’s basketball team. He originally joined the squad midway through the 
2007-08 campaign, and joined the athletic medicine staff on a full-time basis in the 
summer of 2009. 

Pietig provides preventive care at practices and games as well as rehabilitation for 
injured student-athletes. He attends all practices and games including traveling with the 
team to all away contests. 

A native of Carroll, Iowa, Pietig graduated from Iowa State in 2007 with a degree 
in health and human performance, with a specialty in athletic training. He earned his 
master’s degree in leadership education from Nebraska in May 2009.

HEAD BASKETBALL STRENGTH COACH, C.S.C.S.

RUSTY 
RUFFCORN

Rusty Ruffcorn joined the NU basketball program as the head strength coach in 
2006. Ruffcorn works primarily with the men’s and women’s basketball teams while 
also serving as the strength coach for the Bob Devaney Sports Center. Ruffcorn began 
his association with Nebraska as a volunteer intern in 2004 and moved into a full-time 
intern role in 2005 with the baseball and football squads. 

A native of Omaha, Ruffcorn was a student assistant strength coach at Nebraska-
Omaha before graduating with a bachelor’s degree in exercise science in 2004. With a 
significant background in strength training, power lifting and Olympic weightlifting, 
Ruffcorn has earned USAW Level I club coach certification and is a certified strength and 
conditioning specialist (C.S.C.S.).

Ruffcorn was married to the former Lisa Rathbun in September 2007. The couple has 
a one-year-old daughter, Bella Grace.

ASSOCIATE MEDIA RELATIONS DIRECTOR

JERRY 
TRICKIE

Jerry Trickie began his tenure with the Nebraska Athletic Department in January 2001 
and currently serves as associate media relations director after being promoted to that 
position in August of 2009. 

Trickie handles all publicity efforts for the Husker men’s basketball team and is the 
No. 2 contact for the football program. He also helps coordinate the award-winning 
publications written and designed by the media relations staff. Previously he was the 
football game-day program editor from 2001 to 2007. Before joining the Huskers, Trickie 
spent nearly four years as assistant media relations director at East Carolina University 
where he was responsible for all publicity of the nationally ranked baseball team. 

A native of Loves Park, Ill., Trickie earned his bachelor’s degree from Augustana (Ill.) 
College in 1993. He married Sara Baisey in July 2002. 

DEVANEY CENTER EQUIPMENT MANAGER, E.M.C

PAT 
NORRIS

Pat Norris began working as the equipment manager for the Bob Devaney Sports 
Center in 2004. A member of the American Equipment Managers Association, Norris 
is responsible for overseeing the day-to-day operations for equipment checkout and 
upkeep for seven Husker athletic squads, including the men’s basketball team. He worked 
in a similar position as a student from 1997 to 1999. 

Before joining the Husker staff, Norris worked five years in Chicago. He was an 
installations billing coordinator at Hub Group Distribution Services and an account 
manager at SCR Companies. 

Norris married the former Elizabeth Fonfara in September 2007. The couple has a 
one-year-old daughter, Parker Elizabeth.  

MEN’S BASKETBALL SECRETARY

KIM 
BABCOCK

Kim Babcock joined the Nebraska Athletic Department in December of 2006 as the 
men’s basketball office secretary. In her role, she provides administrative assistance to 
all the members of the Husker coaching staff while assisting with the coordination of the 
Doc Sadler Basketball Camps and the annual Doc Sadler Golf Classic. 

Babcock returned to Lincoln in 2006 after spending the previous six years in Kansas 
City, Mo.  There she served as an administrative assistant at FirstGuard Health Plan, 
supporting two company vice-presidents and a department of six employees. Before 
moving to Kansas City, she worked in the front office for Lincoln orthodontist Brett 
Cascini. 

Babcock grew up in Seward, Neb., and graduated from Seward High School before 
earning a bachelor’s degree in psychology from Nebraska Wesleyan in 1997. She resides 
in Lincoln with her dog, Rusty.

was in charge of coordinating travel, scheduling, academics and summer camps in his 
final year at Wyoming. 

Schamber’s playing career started at Wyoming in the 2000-01 season. He then went 
on to play at Sheridan College in Sheridan, Wyo., in 2001-02. Sheridan College won the 
Region IX championship and advanced to the National Junior College Tournament in 
Hutchinson, Kan. He later played one year at Chadron State College before an injury 
ended his playing career. 

Schamber was an outstanding high school athlete in Wyoming. In his senior season 
at Lander Valley High School in Lander, Wyo., he was named the 2000 Wyoming High 
School Player of the Year in basketball and was an all-state selection in football. 

Schamber completed his bachelor’s degree in physical education at the University of 
Wyoming in May of 2005, and received his master’s degree in kinesiology and health at 
UW in May 2007.  Schamber is married to the former Holly Schoch of Evanston, Wyo.
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BASKETBALL STUDENT STAFF

Kyle Fornoff
Student Trainer

Doug Svatos
Head Manager

Scott Gullion
Manager

Colin Higgins
Manager

Jordan Hitchcock
Manager

Jon Recker
Manager

Monte Ritchie
Manager

STUDENT ASSISTANT COACH

CHRIS 
BALHAM

After three years competing on the court in the Husker program, Chris Balham took 
a medical exemption and will work the sidelines at practice and games as a student 
assistant coach for the 2009-10 season.  

Balham has had chronic knee problems that limited his playing time the past three 
years and forced him to forgo his final season of eligibility. While he assists the team as 
a student coach, Balham will continue on scholarship for this academic year. Balham 
graduated in August 2009 with a degree in international studies and Spanish, and will 
start his master’s degree coursework this year.

On the court, Balham helped the Huskers to 55 wins over the past three seasons, 
including a pair of postseason appearances. During his time playing under coach Doc 
Sadler, Balham averaged 1.7 points and 1.6 rebounds per game, although he was a 
valuable piece as the Huskers’ tallest player last season as a junior. During that campaign, 
Balham started 23 games and hit 50.0 percent from the floor. He played a season-high 
18 minutes against South Carolina State near the end of the non-conference slate. He hit 
2-of-3 shots from the floor and added three free throws. Balham finished with a season-
high-tying seven points and was one off his career high with seven rebounds.

Following his second straight seven-point performance against Maryland Eastern 
Shore, Balham finished out the non-conference schedule with a career-high-tying 
eight boards against Florida A&M, when he also hit a career best five free throws in six 
attempts at the line. Balham added at least two offensive boards nine times, including five 
games in conference action. He had three offensive boards each in near upsets against 
Oklahoma and Kansas, and added six boards in a road win at Texas Tech. He posted a 
conference-best seven rebounds at Missouri near the end of conference action. 

In 2008, Balham made the most significant contribution of his career in Nebraska’s 
upset of No. 22 Texas A&M in College Station. Balham came off the bench to play 11 
minutes, scoring a career-best 10 points with three rebounds. He perfectly executed 
several pick-and-roll plays leading to easy, uncontested baskets as he hit 5-of-7 field-goal 
attempts. It was the second straight win for the Huskers over a ranked team. Balham 
played a hand in the previous victory as well by hitting both of his shots from the floor 
and scoring five points in 11 minutes in a win over No. 24 Kansas State three days earlier. 

Balham was born in Paris, France, on March 15, 1986. After growing up in France until 
high school, Balham is fluent reading and writing French. He has two sisters, Isabelle and 
Meg, and two brothers, Jojo and David. 

CHRIS BALHAM CAREER STATISTICS
   FG-  3FG-  FT-      Rebounds
Year GP/GS Min FGA Pct FGA Pct FTA Pct Tot Avg PF Ast TO Blk Stl Pts Avg
2005-06  -- Redshirt -- 
2006-07 26/0 131 3-9 .333 0-0 .000 7-15 .467 22 0.8 19 1 6 4 3 13 0.5
2007-08 32/0 251 31-45 .689 0-0 .000 18-27 .667 49 1.5 32 6 20 6 3 80 2.5
2008-09 27/23 273 19-38 .500 0-0 .000 17-26 .654 62 2.3 33 2 19 2 0 55 2.0
TOTAL 85/23 655 53-92 .576 0-0 .000 42-68 .618 133 1.6 84 9 45 12 6 148 1.7
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