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Huskers sHoot for fourtH straigHt NCaa Bid
A young and talented Nebraska women’s golf team 

will hit the course in search of a fourth consecutive 
NCAA Regional bid in 2008-09.

Nebraska’s 10-player roster features just one 
senior, but a trio of experienced juniors and three 
other returning golfers provide a firm nucleus for the 
future.

Despite the loss of All-Big 12 performer Elli Brown 
and four-time NGCA Scholastic All-American Allison 
Stewart, the Huskers will be back in the hunt for an 
NCAA bid in 2009, according to Coach Robin Krapfl.

“We are going to be pretty young, but JC Stevenson 
and Kate White have been starters in our lineup for 
two years,” Krapfl said. “Charlotte Wendner earned 
time in our lineup most of last season and Mary Kate 
Bird earned lineup spots as a true freshman. We will 
be young, but we have some golfers who have played 
with postseason pressure.”

Stevenson, White and Wendner all competed in 
Nebraska’s run to a tie for 10th at the 2008 NCAA 
Central Regional in Austin, Texas. Although the Huskers 
came up one stroke shy of securing a bid to the 24-
team NCAA Championships, the trio learned plenty of 
lessons at the regional.

“When you miss an opportunity to play at the NCAA 
Championships by just one stroke, it makes you realize 
how important each shot really is,” Krapfl said. “Our 
players learned that first-hand last year, and it will 
help them as they mature as golfers.”

Stevenson, a junior from Grand Island, Neb., came 
of age in the Husker lineup last season. She played in 
all 37 rounds and produced a 77.73 stroke average, 
while capturing the first tournament title of her career 
at the Edwin Watts/Palmetto Intercollegiate.

Stevenson’s title in South Carolina included a pair of 
career-best rounds of 70 to finish with an even-par 216. 
It was one of two top-10 and eight top-25 showings on 
the year for Stevenson.

She capped her season by leading NU at the NCAA 
Central Regional with a tie for 14th place at 220 - the 
best score ever by a Husker in NCAA Regional action.

“JC stepped up and became one of the leaders in our 
lineup last year,” Krapfl said. “She showed the ability 
to go low, and she improved her consistency. We will 
be looking for even more consistency from her in the 
top part of our lineup this year.”

White also provided a relatively steady presence in 
the lineup as a sophomore. The junior from Waukegan, 
Ill., earned a pair of top-three tournament finishes and 
four top-20 showings on the year. She also finished with 
NU’s second-best stroke average at 78.41.

She helped the Huskers secure a regional bid by tying 
for 19th at the Big 12 Championships. White carded 
her best scores of the year by tying for second with a 
222 at the BYU Dixie Classic, after finishing third at 
the Bronco Invitational.

Despite several strong showings, White battled 
to be consistent throughout the year, after earning 
Midseason Freshman All-America honors from 
GolfWorld in 2006-07.

“Kate had a bit of an up-and-down year as a 
sophomore because of an early season injury,” Krapfl 
said. “We believe she will be back to the form of her 
freshman year and even better as one of our team 
leaders this season.”

Wendner, a junior from Bjarred, Sweden, claimed 
a spot in Nebraska’s lineup for each of the last five 
tournaments in 2008. Wendner battled her way into the 

Junior Kate White hopes to lead Nebraska to its fourth consecutive NCAA Regional appearance in 2009. A two-year starter, 
White was an NGCA Scholastic All-American in 2008. 

lineup after earning auditions in the lineup at the Ron 
Moore Intercollegiate, the Marilynn Smith/Sunflower 
Invitational, the Edwin Watts/Palmetto Invitational 
and the Texas A&M “Mo” Morial.

A late-season trip west provided Wendner with a 
breakout performance, securing a lineup spot the rest 
of the way. After producing consistent rounds of 75, 
76 and 79 to finish in a tie for 51st at the Mountain 
View Collegiate in Tucson, Ariz., March 29-30, Wendner 
unleashed rounds of 78, 73 and a career-best 71 to 
finish in a tie for second with a 222 at the BYU Dixie 
Classic in St. George, Utah, April 1-2.

Wendner finished in 18th place with a 241 at the Big 
12 Championships, before producing an opening-round 
76 at the NCAA Central Regional.

“Charlotte came on late for us to earn a spot in 
the lineup,” Krapfl said. “She really helped us earn 
a spot at regionals with her performance at the Big 
12 Tournament. I think that taste of success will help 
her gain confidence and hopefully lead to even more 
success for us in the future.”

Nebraska’s lone senior, Megan Place, competed in 
15 rounds last year, including a trio of early season 
appearances in the Husker lineup. Place will add 
leadership and experience to NU’s team.

“We expect Megan to push for a spot in our lineup,” 
Krapfl said. “Her short game is the best on the team. 
The key for her is learning to take it to the course.”

Mary Kate Bird, a true freshman in 2007-08, 
competed in NU’s lineup three times last season. 
She also made three appearances as an individual, 
producing the best finish of her career by tying for 15th 
(229) at the BYU Dixie Classic. She added a tie for 25th 
(225) at the Mountain View Collegiate, which included 
a career-best 70 in the final round.

“Mary Kate has a ton of potential and I think we 
started to see that toward the end of last season,” 
Krapfl said. “She earned a spot in our lineup at the 
Lady Buckeye, but then couldn’t compete because of 
the flu and that also affected her ability to earn a spot 
in our postseason lineup. Hopefully she can step up her 
game this year and become a consistent threat in our 

lineup as a sophomore.”
Sophomore Rachel Hanigan also earned time in the 

NU lineup as a redshirt freshman in 2007-08, competing 
at the Betsy Rawls Longhorn Classic.

“Rachel will definitely be in the hunt for lineup time 
again this year,” Krapfl said. “She is very competitive 
and we expect her to continue to improve every day. 
I think our players understand that they are going to 
have to battle for a lineup spot every time they come to 
practice, and that is going to make our team better.”

Another returning golfer who will be competing for 
time in the lineup will be redshirt freshman Kayla Knopik. 
One of the top players in the Nebraska prep ranks in 
2006-07, Knopik was the runner-up to Stevenson for 
the 2006 Nebraska Girls Match Play title.
 “Kayla has the potential to develop into a very good 
college golfer,” Krapfl said. “She was a three-sport 
athlete in high school, so this is her first chance to really 
focus on golf. She has good length off the tee and she 
is a competitor.”
 Nebraska’s three newcomers will join in the battle for 
immediate lineup spots. True freshmen Maddie Sheils, 
Natalie Gleadall and Carolyn Schorgl give Krapfl one of 
the best recruiting classes in recent memory, and the 
influx of talent could pay instant dividends.
 Sheils, a native of Boise, Idaho, comes to Nebraska as 
one of the top recruits in school history, ranking 29th in 
the Polo Golf rankings for 2008. Sheils jumped into the 
national spotlight by winning the 2007 Trusted Choice 
Big “I” Junior Classic.
 “Maddie is probably the best ball-striker in this year’s 
class,” Krapfl said. “She is an intelligent player both on 
and off the course.”
 Gleadall, a native of Stratford, Ontario, comes to 
Nebraska as one of Canada’s top junior players. A big 
hitter, Gleadall took second in the long drive competition 
at the 2007 Canadian Junior National Championships.
 In the summer of 2008, Gleadall advanced to the 
semifinals of the Women’s Western Open and posted a 
top-20 finish at the Canadian Junior Championships.
 “Natalie has great length both off the tee and with 
her irons,” Krapfl said. She has a great enthusiasm for 
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Charlotte Wendner finished 18th at the 2008 Big 12 Championships 
to help the Huskers earn their third consecutive NCAA Regional 
trip.

roster/sCHedule iNformatioN

Nebraska will shoot for its fifth Chip-N Club Invitational title in the past six seasons when the Huskers play host to their 
home tournament at Wilderness Ridge Golf Club in Lincoln Sept. 15-16. 

2008-09 Nebraska Roster
Name Year Hometown (Previous School)
Mary Kate Bird*................................... So. ............................... Kansas City, Mo. (St. Teresa’s Academy)
Natalie Gleadall .................................. Fr. ............................. Stratford, Ontario, Canada (St. Michael’s)
Rachel Hanigan*................................. So. ...................................................Dunlap, Iowa (Boyer Valley)
Kayla Knopik........................................ RFr. ....................................... Papillion, Neb. (Papillion-LaVista)
Megan Place***.................................. Sr. ........................................ Omaha, Neb. (Duchesne Academy)
Carolyn Schorgl ................................... Fr. .............................. Leawood, Kan. (Notre Dame de Sion, Mo.)
Maddie Sheils...................................... Fr. .....................................................Boise, Idaho (Bishop Kelly)
JC Stevenson** ................................... Jr. ......................................... Grand Island, Neb. (Grand Island)
Charlotte Wendner** ........................... Jr. ............................................Bjarred, Sweden (Polhemskolan)
Kate White** ....................................... Jr. ..........................................................Waukegan, Ill. (Carmel)
* Denotes letters earned at Nebraska.  

Head Coach:  Robin Krapfl, 22nd Season

2008-09 Nebraska Schedule

FALL 2008 
Date Event (Location) Time
Sept. 15-16 Chip-N Club Invitational (Wilderness Ridge, Lincoln, Neb.) 9 a.m./8:30 a.m.
Sept. 22-23 Marilynn Smith/Sunflower Invitational (Lawrence, Kan.) 8:30 a.m.
Oct. 6-7 McHaney/Morehead Invitational (Lubbock, Texas) 8:30 a.m.
Oct. 19-21 Lady Pirate Invitational (Greenville, N.C.) 7:30 a.m. 
Nov. 2-3 The Challenge at Wolfdancer (Lost Pines, Texas) 8 a.m.

SPRING 2009
Date Event (Location) Time
Feb. 15-17 Aztec Spring Invitational (Chula Vista, Calif.) 10 a.m.
Feb. 22-24 Kiawah Island Women’s Intercollegiate (Kiawah Island, S.C.) 7 a.m.
March 9-11 UNLV Spring Invitational (Boulder City, Nev.) 9:30 a.m.
March 28-29 Mountain View Collegiate (Tucson, Ariz.) 9 a.m.
April 18-19 Lady Buckeye Spring Invitational (Columbus, Ohio) 8:30 a.m.
April 24-26 Big 12 Championships (Lubbock, Texas) 8 a.m.
May 7-9 NCAA Regionals (Columbus, Ohio; Gainesville, Fla.; Tempe, Ariz.) TBA
May 19-22 NCAA Championships (Owings Mills, Md.) TBA
All dates and times central and subject to change.  

the game, and she is a real competitor on the course.”
 Schorgl joins the Huskers after capturing the 2007 
Four-State individual title. A native of Leawood, Kan., and 
graduate of Notre Dame de Sion in Missouri, Schorgl has 
recently turned her focus to golf. 
 “Carolyn is an excellent all-around athlete and student,” 
Krapfl said. “She also has a golf pedigree because her dad, 
Charlie, played collegiately at Wake Forest. She has good 
length, a strong short game and most importantly she works 
hard at her game.” 
 Nebraska will again be challenged by an outstanding 
schedule that tees off at its own Chip-N Club Invitational 
at Wilderness Ridge Golf Club, Sept. 15-16.
 After shooting for their fifth Chip-N Club title in the past 
six seasons, the Huskers will head to Lawrence, Kan., for 
the Marilynn Smith/Sunflower Invite (Sept. 22-23), before 
heading to Lubbock, Texas, for the McHaney/Morehead 
Invitational (Oct. 6-7). NU will make its first-ever trip to 
the Lady Pirate Invitational in Greenville, N.C. (Oct. 19-
21), before closing the fall portion of the schedule at The 
Challenge at Wolfdancer in Lost Pines, Texas (Nov. 2-3).
 The Huskers open the second half of their season at the 
Aztec Spring Invitational in Chula Vista, Calif. (Feb. 15-17), 
before heading to the Kiawah Island Women’s Intercollegiate 
in South Carolina (Feb. 22-24). After western trips to the 
UNLV Spring Invitational (March 9-11) and the Mountain 
View Intercollegiate in Tucson, Ariz. (March 28-29), the 
Huskers conclude the regular season at the Lady Buckeye 
Spring Invitational in Columbus, Ohio (April 18-19).
 Nebraska returns to Lubbock, Texas for the Big 12 
Championships (April 24-26) in hopes of securing a fourth 
straight NCAA Regional bid in either Columbus, Ohio 
(Central), Tempe, Ariz. (West), or Gainesville, Fla. (East). 
Regionals are set for May 7-9, while the 24-team NCAA 
Championships will be in Owings Mills, Md., May 19-22.
 “I think our team will have the talent to battle for a spot 
at the NCAA Championships,” Krapfl said. “The big key for 
us is how hard we work and compete to get better throughout 
the season.” 
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