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Far column: In each of the past two summers, 
Coach Doc Sadler has hosted a golf tournament to 
bring together former Husker players and coaches, 
including (top) NBA veterans Eric Piatkowski, Erick 
Strickland and Nebraska’s all-time winningest 
coach, Danny Nee, along with (middle) Andy 
Markowski and NBA veteran Tyronn Lue. NU’s 
third-leading all-time scorer Jerry Fort came back 
to play in the golf tournament in 2008 (bottom), 
making a return to the campus for just the second 
time in nearly three decades. 

Left: Sadler led NU to fi rst-round wins in both the 
2008 Big 12 Championship and postseason NIT. 
His 37 victories ties the 86-year-old Nebraska 
record for a second-year head coach. 

Below: Sadler has presented a free coaches clinic 
each of the past two years to have a chance 
to connect with high school and junior college 
coaches from around the state and region.

Two years into the Doc Sadler era, 
there is no question about the 
excitement building around the 
Nebraska basketball program. That 
enthusiasm not only comes as a 
direct result of the energetic and 
engaging personality at the helm of the 
program but from the hard-working 
and increasingly talented squad he 
puts on the floor every game. 

Sadler’s squads have reached their 
full potential each season, including 
a 20-win season and NIT berth last 
year. He has reshaped the program, 
bringing a new attitude to Lincoln 
and his players have bought in 
whole-heartedly, evidenced by a trio 
of Nebraska all-conference and all-
newcomer honors in 2008. With each 
new accomplishment, the future gets 
brighter for Nebraska with Sadler on 
the sideline.



WHAT THEY’RE SAYING ABOUT 
COACH DOC SADLER AND NEBRASKA

“Doc Sadler has quickly built a respected 
program in the Big 12 and nationally 
because his teams are tough, well-coached 
and his players believe in his system. The 
Huskers are never easy to prepare for 
because of that. Cornhusker fans really 
appreciate what Sadler has done because of 
his blue-collar approach to basketball. He’s 
a great fi t for the University of Nebraska.”

– Fran Fraschilla, 
Former Division I Head Coach,

Current ESPN Analyst

“Doc Sadler has done a remarkable job at 
Nebraska. In a short period of time, Sadler has 
made the Cornhuskers competitive in one of the 
toughest conferences in the country. Nebraska 
has taken important steps forward under Sadler, 
and he’s not done yet.”

– Jay Bilas, College Basketball Analyst

“I’ve seen Doc’s teams play for many years. 
This guy can recruit, he can coach, he 
stresses academics and he has a great way 
with people.  People gravitate toward him.”

– Gar Forman, Chicago Bulls,
 Director of Player Personnel

“Doc Sadler has ensured the Huskers are a 
competitive group. The challenge now is to make 
them into a Big 12 title contender. Sadler’s 
tenacity in recruiting and in the gym should help 
push Nebraska in that direction.”

– Andy Katz, ESPN.com Senior Writer



MAGICAL
EXPERIENCE

Husker fans have created an intimidating environment 
for visiting teams since the Bob Devaney Sports Center 
opened 32 years ago. The Huskers own an all-time 
record of 384-121 (.760) in the building, including a 
237-32 (.881) mark vs. non-conference opponents. 

Nebraska, which owns a perfect 18-0 home record 
against non-conference teams under Coach Doc Sadler, 
has seen its significant home-court advantage increase 
over the past few years behind the support of the “Red 
Zone” student section.

The Huskers brought their home-court magic to Nebraska’s largest city, Omaha, in 2008 when 
they defeated No. 16 Oregon at the Qwest Center.



“I think it’s one of the 
toughest places to play in 
this league. The people 
of Nebraska understand 
sports, they understand 
momentum and they 
know what a big part 
they can play in tough 
situations. They are 
always there when those 
times get tough.”

Coach Doc Sadler, 
on playing at the Devaney Center

Nebraska’s spirit squad and Red Zone student section (above) provide an energetic presence in the Devaney 
Center and show appreciation for the team’s strong work ethic by celebrating with the players (below) 
following hard-fought victories over nationally ranked teams.



BOB DEVANEY
SPORTS CENTER

Named after the Cornhuskers’ long-time football coach 
and athletic director, the 13,595-seat Bob Devaney 
Sports Center is home to Nebraska basketball. With 
recent renovations to the locker room, coaching offi ces 
and support staff areas, the Devaney Center now has 
nearly everything under one roof for the Huskers to be 
successful both on and off the court. 

The locker room (above) and players lounge area (right) 
were refurbished and modernized over the past two years. 
Each player has a custom-made wood locker with security 
system and a rolling chair to relax in before getting ready for 
practices or games. There are two televisions in the lounge 
area and a video gaming system, allowing players to enjoy 
some down time between practices and class.

The video area (below right) was also updated and a pair 
of computers were installed (below) so that players could 
have Internet access and word processing ability to work 
on projects without having to leave the arena. 



Before the 1999-2000 season, the Devaney Center 
underwent $7.9 million in renovations, including several 
major renovations on the concourse level and the addition 
of HuskerVision screens and stat boards. The arena court 
was refinished and redesigned (above) in 2004. 

The Husker coaches’ offices received an upgrade during 
the 2006-07 season, giving the front desk/waiting area (left 
bottom) a complete overhaul while also adding valuable space 
to the video editing/archive room (below). Each assistant 
coaches’ office was also updated while Coach Sadler’s office 
was remodeled to allow easier access for the players.



HUSKER POWER
The model strength and conditioning program in 
the nation, Husker Power plays a major role in the 
continuing success of Nebraska athletics. Nebraska’s 
strength program was the fi rst in the nation, and 
with 11 current staff members is now one of the 
most comprehensive strength and conditioning 
organizations in the country. 

The Devaney Center also houses a separate weight 
room utilized by the men’s basketball team on a daily 
basis. Along with the athletic training room and locker 
room, it is just steps away from the arena fl oor. 



Three Reasons for Success
Program - The Husker Power Strength 
and Conditioning Program is geared for 
maximum improvement of performance 
on the basketball court. Each athlete 
receives his own individual computerized 
program each year.

Supervision - The Husker Power staff has 
seven full-time strength and conditioning 
specialists and four interns. Basketball 
strength coach Rusty Ruffcorn is devoted 
to working directly with the basketball 
program to help Husker athletes prepare 
for a successful career on the court.

Facilities - The Charles and Romona 
Myers Performance Center in the 
Osborne Athletic Complex (left) is the 
fi nest all-around athletic facility in the 
nation, providing athletes with all the tools 
necessary to achieve at the highest level. 
Nebraska basketball players also have 
a weight room at the Devaney Center to 
utilize on a daily basis.

Rusty Ruffcorn 
Basketball

Strength Coach



The Athletic Medicine Center provides plenty of space for preventive care and rehabilitation workouts. It 
features a three-level workout pool and the Hydroworx 1000 Treadmill Pool, and is equipped with two cameras 
underwater for preventive evaluation and post-injury assessments. It also has hot and cold plunge tanks (above) 
available to the Huskers. A new cold tank is also being installed at the Devaney Center in 2008-09.
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Providing expert care to nearly 600 
Husker student-athletes, Nebraska 
features one of the most well-trained 
and highly skilled athletic medicine 
staffs in the country.  

Under the guidance of Director of 
Athletic Medicine Dr. Lonnie Albers 
and Head Athletic Trainer and Physical 
Therapist Jerry Weber, the 2008-
09 Nebraska athletic medicine staff 
consists of fi ve doctors, two therapist/
athletic trainers, fi ve athletic trainers 
and seven graduate assistant athletic 
trainers. 

Nebraska’s team of orthopaedists is 
led by Chief of Staff Dr. Pat Clare, 
a nationally respected orthopaedic 
surgeon with more than 30 years of 
service to Husker athletics.

R.J. Pietig
Graduate Assistant 

Athletic Trainer/
Men’s Basketball

ATHLETIC MEDICINE



Nebraska caters to the needs of student-
athletes at home and on the road. 
Nebraska’s Director of Sports Nutrition 
Brian Lehmann works with all 23 of 
Nebraska’s sports by educating athletes 
on topics such as gaining weight, losing 
body fat, staying hydrated, increasing 
energy and supplement use. Making 
solid nutritional choices helps an 
athlete become stronger and improves 
game-day performance. 

SPORTS NUTRITION

Brian Lehmann 
Director of 

Sports Nutrition

Top: Student-athletes can re-charge in between classes or after a 
workout at the Landing (above left), which is located just outside 
of the Osborne strength complex. 

Middle and bottom: The training student-athletes receive can be 
applied at the Hewit Dining Center, which is open each day for 
lunch and dinner.



Jerry Trickie 
Assistant Media 

Relations Director

MEDIA
EXPOSURE

Media attention is at an all-time high in college 
basketball and the Huskers have been the beneficiary 
of a great wave of positive media since Coach Doc 
Sadler took over the program. The media-savvy Sadler 
has also endeared himself to the Nebraska public, as 
he is one of the most engaging speakers in the state.

Nebraska basketball has been in the national spotlight 
for years and that will continue this season as more 
than three-quarters of all Nebraska games will be 
televised, including at least eight national telecasts. 
Every game will be broadcast on the radio and also 
carried for free around the world on Huskers.com, 
while selected broadcasts will also be carried on Sirius 
Satellite Radio. Non-conference games not televised 
are also available on a video-on-demand basis on 
HuskersNside.com. 

Updated statistics, game notes, player bios and feature 
videos and stories can be found each week on the 
official web site of Nebraska athletics, Huskers.com. 





Formed before the 1996-97 campaign, the 
Big 12 Conference has become one of the 
strongest basketball leagues in the nation 
over the past 12 years. Divided into North and 
South divisions of six teams each, the squads 
play a 16-game conference schedule including 
home and away contests with each divisional 
foe and one contest with each opposite division 
opponents. 

The Big Eight/Big 12 Championship has been 
contested in Kansas City, Dallas and Oklahoma 
City since its inception in 1977. The 2009 Big 
12 Championship returns to Oklahoma City and 
the Ford Center, home of the NBA’s Oklahoma 
City Thunder. 

Big 12 South
Baylor
Oklahoma
Oklahoma State
Texas
Texas A&M
Texas Tech

Big 12 North
Nebraska
Colorado
Iowa State
Kansas
Kansas State
Missouri

The 2009 Big 12 Men’s Basketball Championship returns to Oklahoma City and the Ford Center, home of the NBA’s Oklahoma City Thunder. More than 113,000 people came through the gates during 

the 2008 championship at the Sprint Center in Kansas City.

BIG 12 CONFERENCE

Big 12 Conference Facts
• The Big 12 has had six teams advance 
to the Final Four in the last seven seasons, 
more than any conference in the country.

• A year ago, the Big 12 had more wins 
against top-25 opponents than any 
conference in the nation.

• Big 12 teams had the most victories and 
posted the best winning percentage in the 
nation in last year’s NCAA Tournament.

• The winning percentage of Big 12 
teams in NCAA play (.642) is the best in 
the country over the past six seasons.
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Along with Nebraska’s increasingly diverse roster, the 
Huskers’ travel experiences throughout the course of 
a season provide a wide-ranging learning experience 
that carries over into life after basketball. 

The Nebraska men's basketball team typically 
charters a 50-seat airplane for games that are more 
than three hours away by driving distance. The 
Huskers travel in fi rst class with comfortable and 
spacious seats and return to Lincoln immediately 

By State
California
 Ade Dagunduro (Inglewood)
 Sek Henry (Los Angeles)
 Brandon Richardson (Los Angeles)
Colorado 
 Andrew Wicklund (Colorado Springs)
Kansas
 Chris Balham (Kansas City)#
Kentucky
 Matt Karn (Philpot)
Maryland
 Steve Harley (Temple Hills)
Minnesota
 Ben Nelson (Atwater)
Nebraska
 Ross Ferrarini (Omaha)
 Nick Krenk (Nebraska City)
 Cole Salomon (Omaha)
Oregon
 Alex Chapman (Canby)
Texas
 Alonzo Edwards (Houston)
 Toney McCray (Missouri City)

Virginia
 Paul Velander (Blacksburg)
Washington
 Ryan Anderson (Seattle)
West Virginia
 Cookie Miller (Charleston)

By Country
France
 Chris Balham (Paris)#
Germany
 Christopher Niemann   
(Kuhlongsborn)

# - Born in France and lived there until eighth grade

following each game – especially during mid-week 
contests – so that all players can attend class the next 
day. 

Over the years, Nebraska has traveled to places both 
near and far for non-conference competition, including 
(but not limited to): 

Fairbanks, Alaska

Honolulu, Hawaii

Portland, Ore.

Miami, Fla.

Tempe, Ariz.

San Francisco, Calif.

Atlanta, Ga.

Las Vegas, Nev.

= Husker hometown

Nebraska has become a home away from 
home for many Huskers through the years. 
In recent seasons, Nebraska has put together 
one of the most diverse rosters in the country, 
and the 2008-09 lineup will be no different. 

This year’s roster consists of 19 players from 
12 states and two countries. Two players 
(Chris Balham, France, and Christopher 
Niemann, Germany) and one staff member 
(Walter Roese, Brazil) were born and raised 
in foreign countries and add to the Huskers’ 
cultural experiences.

With three players from the state of California, 
two more from the Pacifi c Northwest, two 
from the state of Texas and three from the 
East Coast, Nebraska is creating a diverse 
learning environment for players to grow on 
and off the court.

GLOBAL EXPERIENCES



CHAMPIONSHIP FACILITIES



Top left: Nebraska’s baseball team ranks 
among the nation’s leaders in attendance at 
Hawks Field at Haymarket Park. 

Top right: The Osborne Athletic Complex 
provides Nebraska student-athletes with top-
notch training facilities. 

Middle: Nebraska’s teams compete in some 
of the nation’s fi nest facilities in front of large 
crowds. 

Bottom left: Memorial Stadium is packed 
for every home game and features a giant 
HuskerVision replay board. The Mitsubishi 
replay screen is one of the largest in any 
college stadium in the United States, 
measuring 117-feet, 7 1/8-inches wide by 
33-feet, 7 3/16-inches high, roughly fi ve 
times the width of the original screens inside 
Memorial Stadium. There are also two new 
replay boards in the south end zone. 

Bottom right: The main entrance to the 
Osborne Athletic Complex features an 
impressive waterfall and a wall that honors 
those who contributed to the massive project. 

Nebraska’s top facilities 
are not limited to the 

basketball program. Nearly 
every Husker sport enjoys 
a venue that ranks among 
the nation’s best. Nebraska 
is dedicated to providing its 
athletes top-notch game-day 
and practice atmospheres in 
every sport. Nebraska annually 
hosts several Big 12 and 
NCAA Championship events, 
including volleyball, baseball, 
soccer, softball, track and fi eld, 
gymnastics, golf, wrestling and 
swimming and diving.



Nebraska players have enjoyed signifi cant 
professional success following their careers as 
Huskers. Nebraska has had 26 players drafted 
by teams in the National Basketball Association, 
including three fi rst-round picks during the 1990s. 

Three former Huskers played in the NBA last year 
– Tyronn Lue, Eric Piatkowski and Mikki Moore – 
the third-highest total of any Big 12 school. Lue has 
won two World Championships in his career and the 
veteran Piatkowski was the second-longest tenured 
player in the league in 2008. Moore has made a 
name for himself over the past 10 years after being 
an undrafted free agent out of Nebraska.

Above: Mikki Moore, who is in his second year with Sacramento in 2008-09, became 
the fi rst non-drafted player to lead the league in fi eld-goal percentage as he hit 60.9 
percent of his attempts from the fi eld for New Jersey in 2006-07.

Left: Tyronn Lue won a pair of NBA Cham pi on ships with the Los Angeles Lakers in 
the early 2000s. A fi rst-round pick after his junior season at Nebraska, Lue is the only 
player to compete in the Big 12 era who has won multiple championships.

Husker Coaches and the NBA 
During his career, Coach Doc Sadler has 
recruited or coached 19 players who have 
gone on to play in the NBA. Sadler personally 
recruited eight of those players. 

The Nebraska staff has also been successful 
recruiting and developing players who have 
moved on to the NBA. Overall, Sadler’s staff has 
combined to coach 24 players who went on to 
the league.

Players Coached By Sadler

Greg Anderson

Mario Bennett

Randy Brown

Isaac Burton

Byron Irvin

Joe Klein

Andrew Lang

Ron Riley

Alvin Robertson

Darrell Walker

Rickie Winslow

Players Recruited By Sadler

Michael Batiste

Tony Battie

Cory Carr

Mark Davis

Darvin Ham 

Eddie House

Maurice Jeffers

Jason Sasser

The Sadler NBA Connection

NBA CONNECTIONNBA CONNECTION



Through the years, Nebraska has had 26 players drafted by 
teams in the National Basketball Association.

In the 1990s, Nebraska had three fi rst-round selections in 
the NBA Draft.  Rich King was the 14th selection in 1991, 
Eric Piatkowski was picked 15th overall in 1994 and Tyronn 
Lue was selected 23rd in 1998. Lue entered the draft 
following his junior season.

Nebraska has had four players on NBA rosters at the start of 
each of the past three seasons. The total number of former 
Huskers on active rosters in the NBA ranked third among 
Big 12 Conference teams last year.

Above: All  former Huskers who have been drafted or have played in the NBA are 
honored on the walls outside the men’s basketball offi ces in the Devaney Center. 

Left top: Rich King (left) was a 1991 fi rst-round draft pick and played center for 
the Seattle Su per  Son ics from 1991 to 1995.  Dave Hoppen (middle) is Ne bras ka’s 
all-time leading scorer and was the second pick of the 1988 ex pan sion draft by the 
Charlotte Hornets. Stu Lantz (right) played eight years in the NBA, twice averaging 
more than 18 points per game in a season.

Left middle: Erick Strickland entered the NBA as a free agent but went on to 
play nine years in the league. He posted career highs with 12.9 points and 4.8 
rebounds per game with the Dallas Mavericks in 1999-2000. Strickland rejoined 
the Mavs in the front offi ce after retiring in 2007.

Left: Eric Piatkowski was one of three Huskers taken in the fi rst round of the NBA 
Draft in the 1990s. He is the L.A. Clipper’s all-time leader with 738 3-pointers 
after spending nine seasons with the team. Piatkowski, who played 14 seasons in 
the NBA before retiring after the 2007-08 season, will be in his fi rst year as color 
analyst on Nebraska basketball telecasts this winter.



1897-1906

Nebraska posted a 59-26 (.694) record in its 

fi rst decade of basketball, including three perfect 

seasons. In those 10 years, the Huskers were 

coached by Frank Lehmer, T.P. Hewitt, E. Berry, 

Fred Morrell, Walter Hiltner and R.G. Clapp.

1907-16

The last fi ve teams of the Huskers' second decade 

all posted winning records. The 1911-12 team 

(below) won the school's fi rst Missouri Valley 

Conference title and then repeated as champs in 

1912-13 and 1913-14.  

1917-1926

Nebraska fashioned its fi rst-ever 20-win season 

in 1919-20, fi nishing 22-2 and setting a school 

record for wins that stood until 1990-91. During 

the decade, Nebraska was 111-71 (.610) and had 

six winning campaigns.  

1927-1936

NU opened the decade in the Nebraska Coliseum, 

but fi nished under .500 at home in 1925-26.  In 

1928-29, Nebraska joined Missouri, Kansas, 

Kansas State, Iowa State and Oklahoma to form the 

Big Six Conference.

1937-1946

Nebraska's record of 65-120 (.351) in the decade 

was its worst ever. Twice, in 1943-44 and 1944-

45, the Huskers mustered only two wins. Sid Held 

and Don Fitz earned fi rst-team All-Big Six honors 

in 1940-41.

1947-1956

The Huskers were 102-141 (.420) in the decade. 

However, the 1948-49 team tied for fi rst in the 

Big Seven Conference and beat Oklahoma to 

advance to the NCAA District Tournament. Claude 

Program Quick Facts
• The Cornhuskers own 1,335 all-time 

victories, including 12 20-win seasons. 

Nebraska’s last 20-win season came in 2007-

08, as Coach Doc Sadler led NU to a 20-13 

record and the second round of the NIT.

• Nebraska has made 21 appearances in the 

postseason, including six NCAA berths and 15 

trips to the NIT. All but two of the postseason 

appearances have come since 1980. 

• Overall, 24 Huskers have topped the 1,000-

point mark in program history, most recently 

by Aleks Maric in 2007. Herschell Turner was 

the fi rst to accomplish the feat in 1960.  

• Dave Hoppen owns the school record with 

2,167 points between 1983 and 1986. He is 

the only 2,000-point scorer in school history.

HUSKER CENTURY
Entering its 113th year of Husker basketball, the 
Nebraska program has collected more than 1,300 
wins and 21 all-time postseason appearances. 

The Huskers are looking to build on two of the 
strongest decades in school history. Nebraska 
has averaged more than 18 wins per season 
over the past quarter century, while making 
13 postseason tournaments during that span. 
Fourteen of the school’s 24 1,000-point scorers 
have also played for the Huskers in the last 25 
years.

1911-12 Nebraska Cornhuskers

Milton “Bus” Whitehead

Eric Piatkowski

Danny Nee, Nebraska’s all-time 
winningest coach

Three numbers for Nebraska men’s basketball and one on the women’s side have been retired in history. Eric Piaktowski was 
the most recent honoree to have his number retired in 2006. 



Retherford was a fi rst-team All-Big Seven pick that 

season and led the team in scoring. In 1949-50, 

Bus Whitehead earned fi rst-team all-conference 

honors as Nebraska tied Kansas and Kansas State 

for the Big Seven championship.

1957-66

The Huskers' 20-5 record in 1965-66 was their 

fi rst 20-win season since 1919-20. Stuart Lantz, 

who fi nished second to KU's Jo Jo White in the 

Soph o more-of-the-Year bal lot ing, would go on to 

become a third-round NBA draft pick.  For the 

decade, NU was 102-142 (.418).

1967-1976

Nebraska fi nished above .500 for the decade with 

a 147-111 (.570) record. Marvin Stewart became 

the fi rst player to average 20 points in a season 

in 1970-71. The Huskers closed out the decade 

with a third-place Big Eight fi nish in 1975-76 and 

said goodbye to the Nebraska Coliseum. Jerry Fort 

earned three straight fi rst-team all-conference 

awards from 1974 to 1976.

1977-1986

The Cornhuskers posted a 175-119 (.595) record 

in the decade, including a 15-14 ledger in 1976-

77, the fi rst season at the Bob Devaney Sports 

Center.  In 1977-78, the Huskers earned their 

second postseason tournament bid and fi rst since 

1966-67, advancing to the second round of the 

NIT. NU posted 20 wins twice during the decade 

(1977-78, 1982-83).

1987-1996

The Huskers enjoyed their most suc cess ful 

decade, winning 20-or-more games fi ve times. 

Nebraska advanced to the NCAA Tour na ment 

four times, won its fi rst-ever Phillips 66 Big Eight 

Tour na ment trophy in 1994 and captured the NIT 

Cham pi on ship in 1996. For the decade NU was 

185-131 (.585).

1997-2006

Nebraska continued its success while starting its 

second century of play. The Huskers added a pair 

of 20-win seasons as NU was also one of just 15 

schools to appear in nine consecutive postseason 

tournaments from 1991 to 1999.

2007-present

Nebraska posted back-to-back winning seasons 

to open the frame, including adding the program’s 

12th 20-win campaign. A postseason appearance 

in 2008 was Nebraska’s third in fi ve years. Aleks 

Maric was an all-conference selection as a senior 

and the fi rst Husker ever with 1,600 points and 

1,000 rebounds.

“I’m really psyched about the direction the 
program is going. I follow the Huskers as 
much as I can, but being in Connecticut, 
everyone is crazy about UConn. I saw that 
program turn around back when (UConn 
coach) Jim Calhoun took over in 1986. They 
had a rough first couple of years, but they 
got better and better, making it to the NIT, 
then the NCAA Tournament and before 
we knew it, they were winning national 
championships. It takes effort from coaches, 
players, alumni and fans. There’s a certain 
kind of formula that worked there, and it’s 
what I’m starting to see here with Doc.”

– Jerry Fort, 
No. 3 on Nebraska’s all-time scoring chart

(summer of 2008)

Nebraska’s winningest team in program history, the 1990-91 Cornhusker squad won 26 games and had a pair of 
eventual fi rst-round NBA selections. 

Dave Hoppen is Nebraska’s all-time leading scorer 
and helped the Huskers to four straight postseason 
appearances. 

Nebraska won the 1994 Big Eight Tournament title on 
its way to a fourth consecutive NCAA Tournament bid.



ACADEMIC
SUCCESS

The success of Nebraska student-athletes reaches far beyond 
athletic competition. More Husker student-athletes have been 
selected to CoSIDA Academic All-America teams than any other 
school in the nation and the Huskers have earned more academic 
all-conference honors than any other league school. Nebraska has 
led the Big 12 in graduation rates in eight of the conference’s fi rst 
12 years.

Huskers Continue Academic Tradition in 2007-08
Husker volleyball star Sarah Pavan was named the CoSIDA Academic 
All-American of the Year for volleyball for the second straight year 
to lead a contingent of seven Nebraska academic All-Americans in 
2007-08. Pavan, who earned her bachelor’s degree in biochemistry 
with a perfect 4.0 grade-point average, also became Nebraska’s 
nation-leading 16th NCAA Today’s Top Eight Award winner. She 
was also one of seven Huskers to be named a fi rst-team CoSIDA 
Academic All-American in 2007-08, earning fi rst-team honors for 
the third consecutive season.

Pavan, who was also a four-time fi rst-team All-American on the 
court, was named the Big 12 Female Athlete of the Year and was 
awarded an NCAA Postgraduate Scholarship. Fellow volleyball stars 
Christina Houghtelling and Tracy Stalls, along with men’s gymnast 
Stephen Tetrault, track and fi eld’s Kim Shubert, and women’s 
tennis player Imke Reimers were also awarded NCAA Postgraduate 
scholarships. Tetrault and Shubert added more postgraduate honors 
for the Huskers, as they were each awarded Dr. Prentice Gautt 
Postgraduate Scholarships from the Big 12 Conference.

Across all sports, Nebraska student-athletes claimed 120 academic 
All-Big 12 selections in 2007-08, including 98 fi rst-team academic 
All-Big 12 honorees. NU student-athletes also earned a Big 12-
leading 568 spots on the Big 12 Commissioner’s Fall and Spring 
Academic Honor Rolls, including a conference-leading 71 Huskers 
who produced a perfect 4.0 semester.

The hard work, dedication and commitment of Nebraska’s student-
athletes in the classroom resulted in 103 current or former student-
athletes earning degrees from August of 2007 through May of 2008. 
In fact, the Huskers continued to set the graduation standard among 
Big 12 Conference schools by maintaining their Exhausted Eligibility 
Graduation Rate of 94 percent.

Top: Husker student-athletes, including men’s basketball players, have had an 
impressive track record in the classroom during the Big 12 era.

Middle: The NU men’s basketball team is second in the league in academic All-Big 
12 honors and earned 14 spots on the Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll in 2007.

Bottom: Nebraska student-athletes not only receive outstanding support on the court, 
but also have the best academic support system in college athletics.



Nebraska’s 2007-08 Academic Highlights
• 263 All-Time CoSIDA Academic All-Americans across all sports 

[leads nation] 

• 7 CoSIDA Academic All-Americans (6 fi rst-team, 1 third-team)
First-Team: Christina Houghtelling, Sarah Pavan, Imke Reimers, 
Kim Shubert, Tracy Stalls, Stephen Tetrault 
Third-Team: Molly Hill 

• Nation-Leading 16th NCAA Today’s Top Eight Award: 
Sarah Pavan, Volleyball 

• CoSIDA Academic All-American of the Year (All Women’s Sports): 
Sarah Pavan, Volleyball 

• 6 NCAA Postgraduate Scholarship Winners ($7,500 each)
Sarah Pavan, Christina Houghtelling, Tracy Stalls, Kim Shubert, 
Stephen Tetrault, Imke Reimers 

• Dr. Prentice Gautt Big 12 Conference Postgraduate Scholarship 
Winners ($7,500 each)
Stephen Tetrault, Men’s Gymnastics; Kim Shubert, Women’s Track 
and Field 

• 120 Academic All-Big 12 Selections Across All Sports (3.0 GPA or above) 

• 98 First-Team Academic All-Big 12 Picks Across All Sports (3.2 
GPA or above) 

• 568 Student-Athletes Honored on Big 12 Commissioner’s Fall and 
Spring Honor Rolls (3.0 GPA or above) 

• 71 Student-Athletes Earned Perfect 4.0 GPAs in either the Fall or 
Spring Semester (leads Big 12) 

• 103 Student-Athletes Earned Degrees from August 2006 through 
May 2007 (48 in May, 44 in December, 11 in August) 

• 94 percent - Nebraska’s Exhausted Eligibility Graduation Rate  
(leads Big 12) 

• Male Student-Athlete of the Year - Stephen Tetrault, Men’s 
Gymnastics (3.74 GPA, Mathematics) 

• Female Student-Athlete of the Year - Sarah Pavan, Volleyball (4.0 
GPA, Biochemistry) 

Top: 2007-08 Nebraska Student-Athletes of the Year Stephen Tetrault and Sarah Pavan. 

Middle: Men’s basketball players set aside time each night during the week to devote to 
studying for classes, part of the academic program’s emphasis on time management. 

Bottom: Three Huskers have earned their diplomas in Coach Doc Sadler’s fi rst two 
years at Nebraska. Four more are scheduled to graduate in 2009. 



• New Student-Athlete Orientation – designed to help you adjust 
to the multiple demands of being a college student-athlete.
• Educational Assessments – conducted to help determine 
your strengths and areas for improvement.  Results allow 
academic counselors to develop a personalized academic 
support program.
• Tutorial Support – a great resource for all academic abilities, 
unlimited tutorial support is available from day one up to 
college graduation.  Subject and mentor tutors help provide 
academic support and study strategies to be successful.
• Supplemental Instruction – a sub-component of the tutorial 
program, targeted group review sessions help ease the 
adjustment to college academics while building academic 
self-esteem.
• Academic Supervision – Professional academic counselors 
are in place to monitor daily academic progress, receive 
consistent course feedback and monitor athletic eligibility.
• Computer Resources – student-athletes enjoy a state-of-the-
art technology lab featuring desktops, laptops and professional 
supervision.

The Hall of Distinction honors the more than 5,000 Nebraska student-athletes in history who have graduated from the University. Every athlete who letters in a varsity sport and graduates 
from Nebraska is recognized on the wall. 

THE NEBRASKA STUDENT-ATHLETE
ACADEMIC EXPERIENCE

• Personal Support – Student-athletes will enjoy a very 
supportive, comforting and caring atmosphere at the Hewit 
Center.  Academic counselors can assist in directing you 
through a variety of college-related issues.  Counseling referrals 
are made if necessary to mental health professionals at the 
University Health Center.
• Multi-Cultural Support – designed to enhance cultural 
awareness, staff members concentrate efforts on issues of 
transition, adjustment and retention for students of color, 
international students and women.
• Academic Recognition – Academic staff provide education on 
the criteria necessary for nomination for countless institutional, 
conference and national academic awards.  Criteria include 
GPA, athletic performance, involvement and leadership.
• Professional Expertise – full-time staff of 15 committed to 
academic success and graduation.

Nebraska’s Athletic/Academic Counseling – A National Leader



Life Skills – Preparation for Life after Sports
Resources aimed at helping student-athletes succeed in 
college, in their careers and in life.

• Proactive Life Skills Education – student-athlete assemblies, 
life skills theatre, and team presentations featuring campus and 
national speakers addressing common college and life skills 
issues positioning student-athletes for success in life.

• Career Programming – services in career exploration, 
planning and placement ranging from student-athlete career 
fairs to networking nights and resume writing to interviewing 
skills.  Continual emphasis is placed on preparation for the real 
world and life after sports.

• Personalized Life Skills Plan – life skills staff meet individually 
with student-athletes to prepare a game plan for life ensuring 
student-athletes have a well-rounded experience and are 
marketable beyond athletics.

• Community Outreach – student-athletes will have unlimited 
opportunities to impact people statewide through an assortment 
of individual and team outreach initiatives.

Top: Part of Nebraska’s comprehensive academic support program includes professional development and career enhancement for student-athletes. Many Husker student-athletes, 
including Nebraska basketball players, interact with local employers, who many times are UNL graduates. Former athletes, such as Henry T. Buchanan (top left) and Andy Markowski 
(top, second from left) also join the event to provide insight into the transition into the working world. The Nebraska men’s basketball team takes time out of its busy schedule for 
public appearances and community relations events throughout the year, including talking in schools (top, second from right) and visiting area youth detention centers (top right). 

Above: The UNL Commencement ceremonies are held each spring, summer and winter in the Devaney Center. 

• Leadership – student-athletes will further develop leadership 
through roles within athletics and campus-wide.

• Sports Psychology – services available to individual student-
athletes, teams and coaches to maximize athletic performance 
and manage the demands of a Division I college student-
athlete.

• Postgraduate Scholarships – staff will promote qualifi ed 
student-athletes for conference and national postgraduate 
scholarships.  Candidates must be in their fi nal year of athletic 
eligibility with intent to pursue a graduate degree.

• Exceptional Staff – Nebraska has three full-time members 
and a sports psychology consultant committed to helping 
student-athletes achieve success in life.  The Nebraska staff 
is nationally recognized and the Husker program is regarded 
among the nation’s elite.



LEADING THE WAY
As one of the nation’s premier public institutions, the University of Nebraska is 
committed to undergraduate learning and world-class research. In early 2001, 
Nebraska was named to a national list of 16 schools that serve as a role model 
for other institutions by the Association of American Colleges and Universities. 
Quality instruction is emphasized in Nebraska’s 147 undergraduate majors, 
which are spread through nine undergraduate colleges.

The University of Nebraska was chartered by the Nebraska Legislature in 1869 
as the state’s public university and land-grant institution. Founded in Lincoln, the 
University of Nebraska was expanded in 1968 into a state educational system 
now comprising four campuses under the guidance of a Board of Regents and 
a central administration.

To discover more about the University of Nebraska visit unl.edu. 

To learn more about NU athletics, visit Huskers.com.
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S“I can honestly say 
that I do not remember 
a time when the 
prospects for enhancing 
the academic quality 
or reputation of this 
University 
were brighter.”

Harvey Perlman
University of Nebraska Chancellor

Opposite page: The Bell Tower on campus is a focal point 
for students and alumni. 

Top: The Nebraska Student Union is the meeting place 
on campus where students can spend a little down time 
between classes. It has areas inside to use for studying as 
well as a food court and meeting rooms. 

Middle top: Named for UNL alumni Irene and Winslow 
Van Brunt, the Van Brunt Visitors Center is located at the 
gateway to the city campus. The UNL Van Brunt Visitors 
Center offers resources and information for visitors to the 
UNL campus, and is utilized extensively for recruiting 
new students by the UNL Offi ce of Admissions, which 
has offi ces and staff located in the building.

Middle bottom: On-campus apartment-style housing 
provides friendly surroundings in close proximity to the 
Devaney Center, the Osborne Athletic Complex and 
campus.

Bottom: The Esther L. Kaufmann Center was completed 
in May 2001 and houses the Jeffrey S. Raikes School of 
Computer Science and Management.



Featuring the advantages of an urban setting, the Star City is only minutes away from the scenic beauty and wide open spaces of 
America’s Heartland. Living in Lincoln enables one to enjoy the benefi ts of life in a city, while residing in a community that:

• Has a population of more than 248,000

• Is the second-largest city in the Big 12 Conference

• Has been ranked among the 10 best places to live in the United States 

• Is listed among the top fi ve “most fi t” cities in the nation 

• Consistently lists one of the lowest crime rates in the nation among cities its size

• Offers more than 6,000 acres of parks, including 10 lakes, 11 municipal swimming pools, more than 80 miles of biking and 
hiking trails and 12 public golf courses

LINCOLN, NEBRASKA



Prominent People with Nebraska Ties
(Bold names pictured on left)

Grover Cleveland Alexander (1887–1950)
Baseball Hall of Fame pitcher

Fred Astaire (1899–1987) 
dancer and actor 

Max Baer (1909–1959)
boxer

Marlon Brando (1924–2004)
Academy Award-winning actor

William Jennings Bryan (1860–1925)
U.S. Secretary of State, U.S. Representative, Democratic 
Party nominee for president 1896, 1900, and 1908, 
and prosecuting attorney in Scopes Trial

Warren Buffett (1930-) 
investor; Forbes Magazine’s 2008 Richest Man in the World

Richard N. Cabela (1936-)
entrepreneur, founder of Cabela’s sporting store

Johnny Carson (1925–2005)
comedian

Joba Chamberlain (1985-) 
Professional baseball player for the New York Yankees  

Dick Cheney (1941-)
46th U.S. Vice-president 

Henry Fonda (1905–1982)
Academy Award-winning actor 

Bob Gibson (1935-)
Baseball Hall of Fame pitcher for St. Louis Cardinals 

Alex Gordon (1985-) 
Professional baseball player for the Kansas City Royals

Marg Helgenberger (1958-)
actress (CSI, Mr. Brooks, In Good Company)

Peter Kiewit (1900–1979)
contractor, investor and philanthropist

Jaime King (1979-)
actress (My Name is Earl)

Ted Kooser (1939-), 
Poet Laureate of the United States and Pulitzer Prize winner

Larry the Cable Guy (1963-)
comedian

Malcolm X (1925–1965)
civil rights leader

Nick Nolte (1941-)
actor, producer

Edwin Perkins (1889–1961)
inventor of Kool-Aid, philanthropist 

Andy Roddick (1982-)
tennis star 

Gale Sayers (1943-)
Football Hall of Fame running back for the Chicago Bears 

Elliott Smith (1969–2003)
singer-songwriter

Hilary Swank (1974-)
2-time Academy Award-winning actress

Gabrielle Union (1973-)
actress (10 Things I Hate About You, Bring It On)

James Valentine (1978-)
Maroon 5 guitarist

Nebraska’s largest city, 
Omaha, is less than an 
hour’s drive from Lincoln 
and has a population of 
nearly 800,000. Omaha 
is home to Rosenblatt 
Stadium, the NCAA 
College World Series, the 
AAA Omaha Royals and 
the world-renowned Henry 
Doorly Zoo and Joslyn Art 
Museum. Qwest Center 
Omaha (top), which hosts 
top-rated concerts as well 
as sporting events like the 
NCAA championships for 
volleyball and wrestling, is 
only 55 minutes away from 
Lincoln.
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The Nebraska baseball team went beyond expectations in 2008, as it won 41 games and 
claimed a top-10 national ranking during the regular season. The Huskers earned a No. 1 
seed in regional play for the seventh time in nine years.  

One of the nation’s premier athletic programs, Nebraska is 
dedicated to and successful in all 23 of its varsity sports. In 
2007-08, fi ve Husker teams fi nished among the top 10 in their 
respective sports. Nebraska has won a total of 23 team national 
championships since 1970, including eight in men’s gymnastics, 
fi ve football championships, four bowling crowns, three volleyball 
titles and three women’s track and fi eld championships.

Individually, Sarah Pavan completed a remarkable volleyball 
career in 2007-08. Pavan, who led Nebraska to one national 
title and one runner-up fi nish, was a four-time fi rst-team All-
American. In 2006-07, Pavan became the fi rst Husker to bring 
home the Honda-Broderick Cup, presented to the Collegiate 
Woman Athlete of the Year. Pavan was also named the Big 12 
Conference Female Athlete of the Year in her junior and senior 
seasons. On the men’s side, Dusty Jonas claimed the indoor 
national championship in the high jump, while Jonas cleared 

7-8 ¾ in winning the Big 12 outdoor title in May, establishing 
the best jump in the world to that point in the season.

Overall, Nebraska produced 25 individual All-Americans 
who captured 28 All-America awards in their respective 
sports in 2007-08. Nebraska fi nished either fi rst or second in 
the conference in eight sports. 

In addition to Nebraska’s success at the national level, the 
Huskers have been a leader in the powerful Big 12 Conference 
since its inception. Nebraska has captured 59 total team 
titles, including a league-high 20 championships in track and 
fi eld, 10 in volleyball, eight in soccer, seven in baseball, six in 
women’s gymnastics and softball and two each in football and 
swimming and diving.

NATIONAL POWERS

Above: Sarah Pavan was a four-time All-American on the court and three-time CoSIDA 
Academic All-American in the classroom. She earned the prestigious Honda-Broderick 
Cup as a junior before being named an NCAA Top Eight Award winner in 2008.

Bottom: All-American high jumper Dusty Jonas stamped his name in the Husker record 
book when he set the top mark in the world by winning the 2008 Big 12 Outdoor 
Championship with a jump of 7-8 ¾. Jonas went on to earn a bid on the U.S. Olympic 
Team for the Summer Games in Beijing. 



Top left: Jordan Burroughs placed third at the 2008 NCAA Championships at 149 pounds to help Nebraska to a 
fourth-place team fi nish. Burroughs was one of fi ve All-Americans for Coach Mark Manning’s squad.

Top right: A two-time All-Big 12 fi rst-team performer, Kelsey Griffi n led Nebraska to its second straight NCAA 
Tournament appearance in 2008, helping NU reach the second round. 

Bottom left: Nebraska ranks second in the Big 12 with six overall crowns since the formation of the league. 

Bottom right: The Nebraska women’s tennis team has reached the NCAA Championships twice in the past three 
seasons, the fi rst time in school history NU has advanced to postseason play as a team.

BIG 12 LEADERS
The Huskers have won more Big 12 
Conference championships than any other 
league school in the following categories:

Baseball Regular Season: 3 

Baseball Postseason: 4 

Baseball Overall: 7 

Men’s Indoor Track: 9 

Men’s Outdoor Track: 4 

Men’s Track Combined: 13 

Women’s Indoor Track: 5 

Men’s and Women’s Track: 20 

Women’s Gymnastics: 7 

Soccer Postseason: 5 

Volleyball: 10 

Emily Parsons concluded one of the most storied careers 
in Nebraska women’s gymnastics history, as she collected 
her seventh fi rst-team All-America certifi cate in 2008. 
Overall she earned 11 All-America awards and was a two-
time regional gymnast of the year. 

The Nebraska football team ranks among the nation’s elite programs over the past four decades, earning fi ve national 
championships and 24 major individual player honors. Marlon Lucky (above) was the top returning rusher in the Big 
12 in 2008, and led all running backs in receptions with a school-record 78 catches last year.
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1 Eshaunte Jones
Fr.  |  G  |  6-4  |  180

Fort Wayne, Ind.

2 Nick Krenk
Sr. | G | 6-0 | 185

Nebraska City, Neb.

3 Brandon Richardson
RFr. | G | 6-0 | 190
Los Angeles, Calif.

4 Steve Harley
Sr. | G | 5-11 | 180
Temple Hills, Md.

5 Sek Henry
Jr. | G | 6-3 | 200

Los Angeles, Calif.

11 Ade Dagunduro
Sr. | G | 6-5 | 200
Inglewood, Calif.

12 Matt Karn
Jr. | G | 6-3 | 190

Philpot, Ky.

13 Ross Ferrarini
Fr. | G | 6-2 | 175

Omaha, Neb.

14 Christopher Niemann
Fr. | C | 6-11 | 265

Külungsborn, Germany

15 Alonzo Edwards
RFr. | F | 6-7 | 230

Houston, Texas

24 Cookie Miler
So. | G | 5-7 | 165
Charleston, W.Va.

25 Paul Velander
Sr. | G | 6-2 | 200
Blacksburg, Va.

30 Toney McCray
RFr. | G | 6-6 | 205
Missouri City, Texas

31 Alex Chapman
RSo. | F | 6-9 | 240

Canby, Ore.

32 Chris Balham
Jr. | F | 6-8 | 235
Kansas City, Kan.

34 Andrew Wicklund
So. | G | 6-5 | 170

Colorado Springs, Colo.

35 Ben Nelson
Jr. | F | 6-8 | 230
Atwater, Minn.

43 Cole Salomon
Jr. | G | 6-5 | 220

Omaha, Neb.

44 Ryan Anderson
Jr. | G | 6-4 | 205
Seattle, Wash.

Doc Sadler
Head Coach, 3rd year

Philip Mathews
Assistant Coach

David Anwar
Assistant Coach

Walter Roese
Assistant Coach

Chris Croft
Director of Operations

Jim Shaw
Video Coordinator

Rusty Ruffcorn
Basketball Strength Coach

Pat Norris
Equipment Manager

Bill Shaw
Team Manager/

Player Development

R.J. Pietig
Graduate Athletic Trainer


