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vs. All Opponents        Rebounds
Year MP G-GS FG-FGA Pct. 3FG-3FGA Pct. FT-FTA Pct. O-D Tot.-Avg. F A TO B S TP-Avg.
2005-06  Redshirt
2006-07 131 26-0 3-9 .333 0-0 .000 7-15 .467 10-12 22-0.8 19 1 6 4 3 13-0.5
2007-08 251 32-0 31-45 .689 0-0 .000 18-27 .667 19-30 49-1.5 32 6 20 6 3 80-2.5
Totals 382 58-0 34-54 .630 0-0 .000 25-42 .595 29-42 71-1.2 51 7 26 10 6 93-1.6

vs. Big 12 Opponents        Rebounds
Year MP G-GS FG-FGA Pct. 3FG-3FGA Pct. FT-FTA Pct. O-D Tot.-Avg. F A TO B S TP-Avg.
2005-06  Redshirt
2006-07 62 15-0 2-6 .333 0-0 .000 3-6 .500 6-5 11-0.7 9 0 4 2 3 7-0.5
2007-08 144 16-0 16-24 .667 0-0 .000 8-12 .667 11-17 28-1.8 25 2 7 1 3 40-2.5
Totals 206 31-0 18-30 .600 0-0 .000 11-18 .611 17-22 39-1.3 34 2 11 3 6 47-1.5

BALHAM'S CAREER STATS

#32

2007-08 (SOPHOMORE)
Chris Balham (pronounced bahl-um) 

nearly doubled his playing time from 
2006-07 as he saw action in 32 games as 
a sophomore. He played an average of 7.8 
minutes per contest (251 total) despite 
continuing knee problems that limited his 
practice time throughout the season. 

After being a strong rebounder and 
defender early in the season, Balham 
started to become an effective option in 
the Husker offense late in the year. He 
made his most significant contribution in 
Nebraska's upset of No. 22 Texas A&M in 
College Station. Balham came off the bench 
to play 11 minutes, scoring a career-best 
10 points with three rebounds. He perfectly 
executed several pick-and-roll plays leading 
to easy, uncontested baskets as he hit 
5-of-7 field-goal attempts.

It was the second straight win for the 
Huskers over a ranked team. Balham  
played a hand in the previous victory as 
well by hitting both of his shots from the 
floor and scoring five points in 11 minutes 
in a win over No. 24 Kansas State three 
days earlier. 

Balham's three highest-scoring games in 
league play all came on the road at Texas 
A&M, Kansas (six points) and Oklahoma 
State (six points). He also recorded his best 
rebounding games in league play away from 
Lincoln, posting eight boards at Kansas, five 
at Kansas State and five versus Missouri in 
the Big 12 Championship. 

On the season, Balham hit 68.9 percent 
from the floor, connecting on 31-of-45 
attempts with a large percentage of his 
baskets coming on dunks. He also hit 
66.7 percent (18-of-27) from the line and 
averaged 1.5 rebounds per contest.

 

2006-07 
(REDSHIRT FRESHMAN)

Balham made strides down the stretch 
of his redshirt freshman campaign after 
an illness at the beginning of the season 
derailed his early progress. 

Balham suffered from weakness in his 
legs and spent three days in the hospital 
in November before returning to practice. 
Once he was cleared to participate, Balham 
slowly regained his physical presence on the 
court and finished the year playing in 26 
contests. Balham competed for a total of 
131 minutes, but the illness prevented him 
from playing extended minutes. He played 
more than eight minutes in a game only four 
times, including just once after Christmas. 

Despite not seeing much court time, 
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CHRIS BALHAM
Balham provided a solid foundation with 
his hard work and determination to improve. 
Balham hit 3-of-9 shots from the floor 
and 10 of his 22 rebounds came on the 
offensive end. 

Balham's most important performance 
came on the road against Missouri when he 
pulled down two late offensive boards and 
hit 3-of-4 free throw attempts for a season-
high three points to help the Huskers to a 
come-from-behind road victory. Balham also 
pulled down two rebounds on the offensive 
end while adding a steal and basket to 
help Nebraska sweep the Tigers with a 
win in Lincoln.

2005-06 (FRESHMAN)
Balham redshirted during his first 

season at Nebraska. He practiced with 
the team but did not compete during the 
regular season.

BEFORE NEBRASKA
A raw talent with great potential, Balham 

began playing basketball after coming to 
the United States from France before his 
freshman season in high 
school. 

B a l h a m 
played three 
seasons at 
S h a w n e e 
Mission West, 
finishing his 
c a r e e r  b y 
gu id ing  h is 
team to the 
2005 Class 
6 A  s t a t e 
championship 
game. His team 
finished with a 15-
10 record as he averaged 11 points, 
11 rebounds and four blocked shots 
as a senior. Balham was named all-
conference, all-county and honorable-
mention all-state in 2005. 

As a junior, Balham averaged 9.5 points, 
8.5 rebounds and 3.0 blocks while helping 
the Vikings to an 11-10 record. Despite 
finishing one game above .500, West was 
the top defensive team in the state as it 
allowed only 41.9 points per game while 
holding opponents to just 38 percent 
shooting from the floor. Balham helped 
West outrebound opponents by an average 
of seven boards per game.

PERSONAL
The son of Vella Ndebo and Likale 

Balham, Chris was born in Paris, France, on 
March 15, 1986. After growing up in France 
until high school, Balham is fluent reading 
and writing French. He has two sisters, 
Isabelle and Meg, and two brothers, Jojo 
and David. Chris is majoring in international 
studies and Spanish at Nebraska. 

CAREER HIGHS
Points:
 10 at Texas A&M (2/23/08)
Rebounds:
 8 at Kansas (1/26/08)
Field Goals:
 5 at Texas A&M (2/23/08)
Field-Goal Attempts:
 7 at Texas A&M (2/23/08)
Free Throws:
 4 vs. Savannah State (12/11/07)
Free Throw Attempts:
 5 vs. Norfolk State (11/20/07)
3-point Field Goals:
 None
3-point Field-Goal Attempts:
 None
Assists:
 2 vs. Savannah State (12/11/07)
Steals:
 1 six times (last 3/1/08)
Blocks:
 2 vs. Norfolk State (11/20/07)
Minutes:
 20 at Kansas (1/26/08)


