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Meet Mark
 With nearly 100 years of history, Nebraska wrestling is one 
of the most storied programs in the collegiate wrestling ranks. 
Head Coach Mark Manning has taken the Huskers to new 
heights in his tenure and has established himself as one of the 
top wrestling coaches in the nation.
 The NU record book is a testament to Manning’s 
accomplishments in Lincoln. In his eight years at the helm, he 
has coached 27 of Nebraska’s 82 All-Americans. He has led the 
Huskers to four top-eight fi nishes at the NCAA Championships, 
compared to just eight for the 14 NU coaches before him. He 
is the winningest coach in Husker history with a dual-winning 
percentage of .719 and a record of 109-42-2 at NU. He was 
the 2008 Big 12 Coach of the Year after guiding Nebraska to 
a second-place fi nish at the Big 12 Championships with its 
highest point total ever. NU went on to fi nish fourth at the NCAA 
Championships with fi ve Huskers earning All-America honors.
 Records go onto paper and into books and get tucked away. 
More important to Manning is the fact that he has helped 
numerous young men grow into upstanding adults by teaching 
them the correct principles of life. Regarded as one of the 
nation’s top recruiters, Manning does not always land the top 
recruit, but he usually fi nds the correct wrestler for his program. 
He has a keen eye for fi nding the athletes with the right work 
ethic and dedication that he can develop. His recruiting and 
coaching abilities have allowed him to fi nd success in a short 
amount of time at both programs he has led.
 Manning’s coaching philosophy focuses on developing 
wrestlers to reach their potential. A wrestler who brings a 
positive attitude and work ethic to the room can use goal setting 
and responsibility to develop into an upstanding citizen that is 
committed to excellence. Manning works daily with the team 
on every detail in and out of practice, while keeping in mind 
the best long-term interests of his student-athletes. Known for 
his fi ery nature on the edge of the mat, Manning instills in his 
wrestlers a sense of determination and pride through his actions 
and demeanor. His guidance teaches his athletes to become 
winners in life, which translates into success in the classroom, 
on the mat and in their lives beyond wrestling. Manning works 
to instill life-long values in his wrestlers and it shows.
 In addition to their success on the mat, Husker wrestlers 
under Manning have earned 26 academic All-Big 12 selections, 
including current student-athletes Craig Brester and Stephen 
Dwyer, who were also named to the NWCA All-Academic Team 
last season. Former NU wrestlers have also gone on to be 
successful in owning their own businesses, coaching at the 

high school level or even becoming the CEO of the U.S. Olympic 
Committee.
 Manning’s coaching philosophy is one that he began during 
his competitive days, developed during his time as an assistant 
coach and continues to modify during his time as head coach at 
Nebraska.

Manning’s Mark at NU
 Manning began teaching his methods immediately when 
he was hired at Nebraska in May of 2000. His efforts showed 
dividends when he led Nebraska to back-to-back eighth-place 
team fi nishes at the NCAA Championships in 2001 and 2002. 
Four Huskers (Todd Beckerman, Bryan Snyder, Ati Conner and 
Brad Vering) claimed All-America honors in Manning’s fi rst year 
coaching the Huskers in 2000-01, as NU fi nished with an 11-6 
dual record. Jason Powell and Snyder also gave Manning his 
fi rst two Big 12 Conference champions that year.
 During the 2001-02 season, Manning led the Huskers 
to their third consecutive third-place fi nish at the Big 12 
Championships. Justin Ruiz and Powell earned their fi rst 
All-America accolade under Manning, while Snyder became 
Nebraska’s fi rst four-time All-American with his second-place 
fi nish at 157 pounds.
 Nebraska claimed a 16-7 dual record in 2002-03, as 
Manning guided NU to seven victories over ranked opponents, 
including a 20-17 victory over fi fth-ranked Illinois at the 
Virginia Duals. At the 2003 NCAA Championships, Manning 
led a young lineup that included two juniors, fi ve sophomores 
and three redshirt freshmen to a 13th-place showing. The fi nish 
marked the eighth time in the previous nine seasons that NU 
had claimed a spot in the top 15 in the nation.
 The 2003-04 Huskers and Manning posted one of the best 
wrestling seasons ever at NU with a 19-3 overall record, tying 
the second-highest win total in NU history. The Huskers posted 
two team titles during the season, winning the prestigious Las 
Vegas Invitational behind individual titles from Powell, Travis 
Shufelt and Travis Pascoe and winning the Virginia Duals 
with a 25-13 defeat of Lehigh in the fi nals. Manning directed 
the Huskers to second at the Big 12 Championships, while 
qualifying eight wrestlers for the NCAA Tournament, where NU 
earned a fi fth-place fi nish. Manning coached his fi rst national 
champion at Nebraska, as Powell claimed the title at 125 
pounds with a 17-2 technical fall in the fi nals.
 The Huskers' success continued in 2004-05, with Nebraska 
winning 19 duals for the second straight year. NU’s 19-2-1 dual 
record was the second-best mark in school history. The Huskers 

Year-by-Year
Year School Dual NCAA 
97-98 Northern Iowa 5-9 T-30th
98-99 Northern Iowa 8-10 17th
99-00 Northern Iowa 10-5-2 11th
00-01 Nebraska 11-6 8th
01-02 Nebraska 8-9 8th
02-03 Nebraska 16-7 13th
03-04 Nebraska 19-3 5th
04-05 Nebraska  19-2-1 T-19th
05-06 Nebraska 12-5 16th
06-07 Nebraska 10-7-1 16th
07-08 Nebraska 14-3-0 4th
Career 11 Years 132-66-4

“I coach to help young men prepare for life. It is my job to create a positive environment in order for each of our athletes to 
perform at his highest level. When the correct principles are taught, winning will take care of itself,” Coach Mark Manning.

MMark ark MManninganning
Head Coach  Ninth Season  Neb.-Omaha (1985)

Coaching Accomplishments
• 2008 Big 12 Coach of the Year
• 132-66-4 Career Dual Record (11 seasons)
• 109-42-2 Dual Record at NU (eight seasons)
• Four Top-10 NCAA Finishes at Nebraska
• Coached 27 All-Americans as Head Coach
• Led Three Wrestlers to NCAA titles
• Head Coach, U.S. Freestyle Team, 2001
 World Championships
• Assistant Coach, U.S. Olympic Team, 2000, 1996
• National Development Coach, USA Wrestling,
 1993
• Head Coach, U.S. Olympic Festival, 1991,
 1993, 1995

Athletic Accomplishments
• Silver Medal, 1989 Pan American Games
• Two-Time NCAA Division II National
 Champion, 150 pounds (1983, 1985)
• Three-Time All-American
• Member NCAA Division II Hall of Fame
• 121-23 Career Record, Nebraska-Omaha
• Member U.S. Freestyle Team, 1986-89
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Nebraska Wrestling Philosophy
Guided by the following philosophy, the Nebraska 
wrestling program creates an environment in which 
student-athletes can reach their potential, both as 
wrestlers and as young men.

Attitude: Winners accept constructive criticism knowing 
it will make them better.  Positive words and actions 
produce positive results.

Work Ethic: There is no substitute for hard work.  
Worthwhile things come from hard work and believing 
that you deserve to win.

Goal Setting: Individually, have a road map to reach your 
goals and the discipline to stick to your plan.  Remember 
that the drive and determination in your daily activities 
will bring about success.

Responsibility: Anyone can make excuses; you must be 
responsible for your actions and learn to make proper 
choices in your academic work, athletic endeavors and 
in your personal life.

Citizenship: Each team member is expected to represent 
themselves, their family, university, teammates, coaches 
and community in a fi rst-class manner.

Commitment to Excellence: Demonstration of total effort 
and concentration whereby each team member gives 
their absolute best during practice, competition and in 
the classroom, regardless of result.

Amassing All-Americans
Under Manning's tutelage, 27 wrestlers have earned All-
America honors, including 10 in the last four years at NU.

At Northern Iowa: 
Year Name Weight Place
1999 Tony Davis 149 2nd
 Eric Keller 133 6th
2000 Tony Davis 149 1st
 Randy Pugh 174 4th

At Nebraska:
Year Name Weight Place
2001 Todd Beckerman 133 4th
 Ati Conner 174 8th
 Bryan Snyder 157 2nd
 Brad Vering 197 7th
2002 Bryan Snyder 157 2nd
 Jason Powell 125 3rd
 Justin Ruiz 197 5th
2003 Jason Powell 125 3rd
 Justin Ruiz 197 5th
2004 Jacob Klein 165 7th
 Jason Powell 125 1st
 Matt Murray 141 2nd
 Travis Shufelt 149 7th
2005 Travis Pascoe 184 6th
 B.J. Padden 197 5th
2006 Jacob Klein 174 7th
 B.J. Padden 197 3rd
2007 Paul Donahoe 125 1st
2008 Craig Brester 197 4th
 Brandon Browne 174 4th
 Jordan Burroughs 149 3rd
 Paul Donahoe 125 3rd
 Stephen Dwyer 165 8th

Manning has guided 27 wrestlers to All-America accolades, including Nebraska 197-pounder Craig Brester (above) last 
season, in his 11 years as a head coach.

started the campaign with eight straight dual wins, and ended 
the season by winning 12 of the last 13 duals. Nebraska posted 
eight wins over ranked foes, including a 16-15 upset of No. 2 
Iowa State to end the dual season.
 Manning’s 2005-06 campaign featured a relatively 
inexperienced squad, but the Huskers earned a solid 12-5 
dual record and a third-place fi nish at the National Duals. NU 
claimed third at the Big 12 Championships and two Huskers 
went on to fi nish as All-Americans.
 Manning’s legacy continued to grow in 2006-07, as he 
watched his second Husker claim a national title. Paul Donahoe 
earned the crown at 125 pounds to lead Nebraska to a 10-7-1 
dual record.
 The 2007-08 Husker campaign was one of the best ever under 
Manning. NU fi nished second at the Big 12 Championships with 
three individual champions and claimed fourth at the NCAA 
Championships with fi ve Huskers fi nishing as All-Americans.

The Road to Lincoln
 Manning showed his ability to develop a top-notch program 
was universal, as he led a turnaround in the tradition-rich 
Northern Iowa program in his fi rst head coaching position. 
Manning coached three seasons for the Panthers from 1997 
to 2000 in Cedar Falls, Iowa. Under Manning, UNI compiled 
a 23-24-2 dual record and improved its mark in each of his 
seasons. His rebuilding effort with the Panthers included strong 
showings at the NCAA Championships. Northern Iowa tied for 
30th in Manning’s fi rst year, but improved to a 17th-place 
showing in 1998 and added an 11th-place fi nish at the 2000 
NCAA Tournament, which was the school’s best showing in 
seven seasons.
 Individually, several UNI wrestlers excelled on the national 
stage under Manning. In each of his last two seasons, the 
Panthers had a pair of All-Americans, including Tony Davis. A 
two-time NCAA fi nalist, Davis was the national champion at 
149 pounds in 2000 and fi nished second in 1999.
 Manning returned the Northern Iowa program to national 
prominence by attracting some of the nation’s top wrestling 
talent. His fi rst Panther recruiting class was ranked second in 
the nation, while his second class was tabbed as the top class 
in the nation in 2000.
 Before his appointment as the head coach at UNI, Manning 
had extensive experience as an assistant coach, including 
ties to the Big 12 Conference. Manning spent four seasons 
on Jack Spates’ staff at Oklahoma from 1993 to 1997 before 
accepting Northern Iowa’s head position. Manning helped 

guide the Sooners to three top-10 team fi nishes at the NCAA 
Championships during his tenure, including a seventh-place 
showing at the 1997 national tournament. He assisted in 
coaching 14 OU wrestlers to All-America accolades, and fi ve 
Sooners to the NCAA fi nals. John Kading also claimed the 1996 
190-pound title under him. Manning aided in the recruitment of 
three top-fi ve national recruiting classes while in Norman.
 Manning began his coaching career as an assistant at 
North Carolina from 1985 to 1993. While pursuing his master’s 
degree in sports administration, Manning assisted Coach Bill 
Lam in guiding 15 Tar Heel wrestlers to All-America honors, 
including four NCAA fi nalists and a pair of national champions. 
UNC posted top-10 NCAA fi nishes in 1986, 1987 and 1993 with 
Manning on staff, and captured four Atlantic Coast Conference 
titles. He also helped attract the nation’s top recruiting class to 
Chapel Hill, N.C., in the spring of 1990.
 In addition to his extensive collegiate coaching experience, 
Manning has been selected numerous times to coach the United 
States in international competition. He has coached on two 
U.S. Olympic teams as an assistant in 1996 and 2000, while 
also being named the head coach at U.S. Olympic Festivals in 
1991, 1993 and 1995. Manning was chosen to head the U.S. 
freestyle team at the 2001 FILA World Championships and 
been an assistant on the U.S. delegation to the FILA World 
Championships eight times. He has also been active at the FILA 
Junior level, serving as the head coach twice, and most recently 
traveling to the 2008 FILA Junior World Championships in Turkey 
as an assistant coach. Manning got to coach a Husker at the 
event, as 149-pounder Jordan Burroughs fi nished 10th.

Molding Manning
 Manning had plenty of experience to build his coaching 
philosophies on, as he was one of the top wrestlers in the nation 
during his competitive career. Manning wrestled collegiately at 
Nebraska for one year, before transfering to the University of 
Nebraska-Omaha. After redshirting a season, Manning went on 
to become a two-time NCAA Division II national champion and 
three-time All-American under Coach Mike Denney. Manning 
posted a 121-23 record for the Mavericks, while capturing 
titles at 150 pounds in 1983 and 1985. Manning helped UNO 
earn a third-place team fi nish in 1983 and runner-up honors in 
1985. While competing for the Mavericks, he was the leader of 
UNO’s chapter of Fellowship of Christian Athletes for four years. 
Manning was inducted into the NCAA Division II Hall of Fame for 
his accomplishments as a wrestler and coach in 1999.
 Manning’s competitive career also extended beyond the 

collegiate ranks. He was a member of the U.S. freestyle team 
from 1986 to 1989. He won a silver medal at the 1989 Pan 
American Games.
 The Vermillion, S.D., native received his bachelor’s degree 
in physical education from Nebraska-Omaha in 1985, with a 
specialization in exercise science. Manning was the recipient of 
an NCAA postgraduate scholarship following his graduation from 
UNO and earned his master’s degree in sports administration 
from North Carolina in 1989.
 Manning and his wife, Carrie, were married in August of 
2006. Mark has three sons, Matthew, who attends the University 
of North Carolina, Connor and Ryan.
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Head Assistant Coach Mike Greenfi eld enters his third season as Mark Manning's top 
assistant and seventh year in the Husker program.

 Mike Greenfi eld enters his third year as Nebraska's head assistant coach and his fourth 
season as an assistant coach after spending his fi rst three seasons as Nebraska's strength and 
conditioning coach.
 Since Greenfi eld arrived at NU before the 2002-03 season, the Huskers are 90-24-2 in 
dual competition and Nebraska has fi nished in the top fi ve at the NCAA Championships twice, 
including a fourth-place showing last season. Husker wrestlers have earned 16 All-America 
honors during his time on the staff, including two national titles.
 Before coming to Nebraska, Greenfi eld served as a graduate assistant wrestling coach 
at Central Michigan for four seasons. He also served as a graduate assistant in the physical 
education department, after competing for Coach Tom Borelli and the Chippewas. Greenfi eld 
fi nished eighth at the 1998 NCAA Championships at 177 pounds and seventh in 1999 at 184 
pounds to earn a pair of All-America honors. He was a three-time Mid-American Conference 
champion and owned a career record of 108-39. At the time of his graduation, Greenfi eld ranked 
seventh all-time in Chippewa history with his 108 wins and his career-winning percentage of 
.735 placed him 11th in school history.
 Greenfi eld is a 2001 graduate of Central Michigan with a degree in physical education. He 
and his wife, Melissa, have one daughter, Madelyn.

Mike ike Greenfieldreenfield
Head Assistant Coach  Seventh Season

Central Michigan (2001)

 One of the most well-traveled Husker coaches, Tony Ersland enters his third year on the 
Nebraska staff as an assistant coach after gaining coaching experience in the Big 12, Big Ten 
and Mid-American Conferences in his nine-year coaching career.
 The NU wrestling squad has racked up a 24-10-1 dual record with Ersland on the staff. 
Ersland, who works primarily with NU's upper weights, helped guide the Huskers to a 14-3 dual 
mark last season. He helped lead fi ve NU wrestlers to All-America honors, as the team fi nished 
fourth at the NCAA Championships.
 Ersland came to Nebraska after serving as an assistant wrestling coach for the Cyclone 
Wrestling Club in 2005-06. From 2000 to 2005, Ersland was the head assistant coach at 
Northwestern University. He was also an assistant coach at Northern Illinois for one season and 
began his coaching career as a graduate assistant at Central Michigan. 
 Ersland turned to coaching after an illustrious competitive career at Iowa. A four-time 
letterwinner from 1994 to 1997, Ersland helped the Hawkeyes to three national championships 
and four Big Ten Conference team titles.
 A 1997 NCAA qualifi er, Ersland was also accomplished in the classroom as a four-time 
All-Big Ten honoree and the 1997 winner of the J. Donald McPike award, given to the Hawkeye 
senior wrestler who had the highest grade-point average. Ersland graduated from Iowa in 1997 
with a degree in psychology, and later earned a master’s degree from Central Michigan with a 
degree in athletic administration. He is married to Carolyn Ersland.

Tony ony Erslandrsland
Assistant Coach  Third Season

Iowa (1997)

Tony Ersland returns to Nebraska for his third season as an assistant under Mark Manning.
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Tony Ersland
 Dominick Moyer returns to the Husker wrestling squad as 
a volunteer assistant coach for a second season. A three-time 
NCAA qualifi er, Moyer fi nished his career as a Husker at the 
2007 NCAA Championships in Auburn Hills, Mich. 
 Moyer capped his senior year with a 28-9 record and 13-3 
dual mark. He won 14 of his fi rst 16 matches and six of his 
fi rst seven dual contests. Moyer was dominant against the Big 
12, winning all four of his dual matches. 
 Moyer graduated from Nebraska with a degree in nutrition, 
fi tness and health promotion in May 2007.

T ravis ravis P aulsonaulson
Club Coach

First Season
Iowa State (2007)

 Travis Paulson, along with his brother Trent, enters his fi rst 
season as Nebraska's club coach this fall. 
 Paulson, a three-time All-American for the Cyclones, 
ended his Iowa State wrestling career with his best NCAA 
Championships showing, earning fi fth-place honors in 2007 
at 165 pounds. A native of Council Bluffs, Iowa, he tallied a 
four-year record of 106-32. His performance on the mat was 
replicated in the classroom, as he earned academic All-Big 12 
accolades all four years.  Paulson continued his career with a 
third-place fi nish at the 2008 Olympic Trials at 74 kilograms.
 Paulson graduated from Iowa State in 2007 with a 
bachelor’s degree in business management.

Dominickominick  M oyeroyer
Volunteer Assistant Coach

Second Season
Nebraska (2007)

 A two-time All-American at Central Michigan, Jason 
Mester enters his fourth season as Nebraska's strength and 
conditioning coach.
 Mester served as an assistant coach at Central Michigan 
in 2004-05, helping the Chippewas to a 12th-place fi nish at 
the NCAA Championships. That coaching experience came 
one year after Mester closed a career that saw him win three 
Mid-American Conference championships. At the time of his 
graduation, Mester ranked third all-time on Central Michigan's 
charts with an .815 career-winning percentage.
 Mester graduated from Central Michigan with a degree in 
sports studies in the spring of 2004.

J ason ason M esterester
Strength and Conditioning Coach

Fourth Season
Central Michigan (2004)

 Trent Paulson, along with his brother Travis, enters his fi rst 
season as Nebraska's club coach this fall.
 Paulson fi nished his collegiate career at Iowa State on top 
of the podium by winning the 2007 NCAA title at 157 pounds. 
Paulson registered a four-year mark of 115-20. Hailing from 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, Paulson placed fourth in Greco-Roman 
at the 2007 FILA World Team Trials and was ranked third in the 
world in the FILA rankings last spring. Paulson fi nished third 
at the 2008 Olympics Trials, competing at 66 kilograms. 
 Paulson graduated in 2007 from Iowa State with a 
bachelor’s degree in business marketing.

T rent rent P aulsonaulson
Club Coach

First Season
Iowa State (2007)

 Brian Haas joined the Nebraska staff as a graduate 
assistant athletic trainer for the wrestling team in August of 
2007. In May of 2007, Haas graduated from the University 
of Nebraska-Kearney with a bachelor's of science degree in 
exercise science, with an emphasis in athletic training. He 
is currently working on his master's degree in educational 
administration at NU. Outside of wrestling, the Columbus, 
Neb., native was a host athletic trainer for the NCAA Bowling 
Championships in Omaha in April of 2008.
 Haas recently got engaged to his fi ance, Audra Young, and 
the two plan to marry in 2009.

Brianrian  H aasaas
Athletic Trainer
Second Season

Neb.-Kearney (2007)  Ellen Shutts began working at the University in 1980, 
and served as the administrative assistant for the men's 
basketball program from 1987 to 2006. In November of 2006, 
Shutts became the administrative assistant for Nebraska's 
wrestling, men's and women's golf and men's and women's 
tennis.
 Before joining the athletic department, Shutts was a 
secretary for the Nebraska Student Union’s Food Department. 
 Shutts and her husband, Rob, have a daughter, Erin, a 
son, Ryan, and a grandson, Marshall.

Ellenllen  S huttshutts
Administrative Assistant

Third Season
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 Nebraska's fi rst wrestling coach, Dr. Raymond G. Clapp 
(1911-26), was more than just a mentor for the fi rst athletes 
who enjoyed the sport at the university.  He was a prominent 
fi gure locally and in ter na tion al ly in the world of wrestling.  
 In the 1890s, Clapp distinguished himself as an all-around 
athlete while a student at Williston Seminary and at Yale 
University, starring in football, track, gymnastics and tennis.  
 It was as a track athlete at Yale that he rose to national and 
world prominence.  Clapp won the IC4A pole vault title twice, 
annexed the national A.A.U. championship, earned a Canadian 
title and in 1898, he topped all performances to set a then-world 
mark in the vault of nearly 12 feet.
 Dr. Clapp's interest and ability in gymnastics probably 
were more responsible than any other one thing in creating 
his great interest in col le giate wrestling.  In addition to his 
many athletic distinctions, Clapp was crowned the all-around 
individual gymnastics champion of the Eastern Intercollegiate 
Association in 1889.
 As a member and eventual chairman of the NCAA Wrestling 
Rules Committee, Clapp was largely responsible for the effi cient 
organization of collegiate wrestling tournaments in the 1930s 
and 1940s.  Clapp pioneered the system that is used to run 
many of the meets that take place even today.
 While Ed Gallagher was building wrestling popularity in 
the Southwest, and Charlie Mayser was doing likewise in the 
East and Midwest, Dr. Clapp initiated college wrestling at the 
University of Nebraska in the earliest days of the sport, serving 
as head coach from 1911 to 1926.
 Known widely as a leader in the promotion of collegiate 
wrestling, Clapp served in the administrative branch of the 
National Collegiate Wres tling Association for numerous years.      
 In 1932 and 1936, Clapp was secretary of the American 
Olympic Wrestling Committee and in 1940 was elected chairman 
of the com mit tee.  As chairman of the USA-Pan American 
Wrestling Com mit tee and the committee representative to 
the 1942 Pan-American Games Committee, Clapp became 
increasingly prominent in the wrestling community.
 For over 30 years, Clapp freely and willingly gave his time 
and energy to popularize collegiate wrestling.

Tim Neumann coached Nebraska from 1985 to 2000, producing 
fi ve top-10 fi nishes at the NCAA Championships, 40 Husker 
All-Americans and four NU national champions.

Coach Years Span W L T Pct
Dr. R.G. Clapp 1911-26 11 17 17 1 .500
John Kellogg  1927-31 4 13 15 1 .466
R.G. Lehman 1931-32 1 2 3 0 .400
H. Ecklund & C.E. Thomas 1932-33 1 0 2 0 .000
Jerry Adam 1933-47 11 16 72 4 .196
B.R. Patterson 1947-50 3 13 18 1 .422
Al Partin 1950-54 4 15 24 2 .390
Don Strasheim 1954-57 3 3 25 0 .107
Bill Smith 1957-60 3 2 31 1 .073
Mickey Sparano 1960-61 1 5 3 1 .611
Robert Mancuso 1961-64 3 15 23 1 .397
Orval Borgialli 1964-78 14 73 105 6 .413
Bob Fehrs 1978-85 7 95 51 2 .648
Tim Neumann 1985-2000 15 199 77 6 .716
Mark Manning 2000-present 8 109 42 2 .719
Totals  89 577 508 28 .531

All-Time Nebraska Coaches

HHusker usker CCoaching oaching HHistoryistory
 Nebraska has had 15 head coaches in nearly 100 years of wrestling history, including current Husker coach Mark 
Manning. Combining for more than 570 dual wins, NU coaches have always set a standard of excellence in the wrestling 
community. Dr. R.G. Clapp was the Huskers' fi rst wrestling coach and led the team for 11 years before moving on to 
promote wrestling with the National Wrestling Coaches Association. Jerry Adam coached Nebraska for the majority of the 
1930's and 1940's, before giving way to B.R. Patterson. 
 Orval Borgialli headed the Huskers for 14 years from 1964 to 1978, amassing 73 dual wins, and Bob Fehrs took 
over the team until 1985. Fehrs fi nished with a .648 dual-winning percentage with 95 career dual wins at Nebraska. 
Tim Neumann racked up 199 dual victories from 1985 to 2000 to become NU's all-time leader in dual wins. Manning 
took over in 2000 and has amassed a 109-42-2 mark in Lincoln to become the Huskers' all-time leader in dual-winning 
percentage, winning .719 of his contests as Nebraska's head coach.

DD r. r. RR ..GG .. C C lapplapp
NU's First Head Coach 

(1911-26)
Former Chairman
NCAA Wrestling 
Rules Committee

Bob Fehrs patrolled the mat for the Huskers from 1978 to 1985, 
racking up 95 dual wins and coaching 11 Nebraska wrestlers 
to All-America honors.
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A Hall of Fame football coach returned to his roots on Oct. 
16, 2007, to become the 13th athletic director at the University 
of Nebraska. Tom Osborne accepted the position at the time 
because, Osborne said, “Harvey Perlman asked me.”

Perlman, UNL’s chancellor, asked Osborne to lead the 
program where he had served so productively as head football 
coach. Two months later, on Dec. 20, 2007, he announced that 
the word “interim” had been removed from Osborne’s title, and 
he would remain athletic director until at least July of 2010.

Holder of master’s and doctorate degrees from the University 
of Nebraska in educational psychology, Osborne said he 
probably would not have considered coaching if he had not 
met Bob Devaney, who convinced him to become a volunteer 
graduate assistant on his staff. 

“Bob epitomized the value of loyalty, and I will always be 
grateful for the confi dence he showed in me,” Osborne said. 
“Because of his leadership and empowerment as a coach 
and an athletic director, I was fortunate to serve 25 years as 
head coach.”

Devaney put Osborne in charge of the offense that won two 
national titles and allowed him to concentrate on three areas 
he thought were important – a strong academic program for 
student-athletes, a strength and conditioning program and a 
more formalized program to attract walk-on players.

Each area has grown into an important asset for all 23 
Nebraska sports programs, which Osborne now oversees. Within 
months of his appointment, Osborne quietly re-established 
an athletic department mission based on fi ve core values 
– integrity, trust, respect, teamwork and loyalty. 

Nebraska fans across the country and around the world 
have expressed confidence in Osborne’s experience, his 
understanding of Nebraska and his desire to elevate the 
program back among the nation’s elite. 

Since retiring from football in 1997, Osborne has found 
several ways to stay active in his home state. His most 
visible post-coaching foray came in the political arena, as he 
served three terms in the U.S. House of Representatives from 
Nebraska’s third congressional district from 2000 to 2006. 
He also made a gubernatorial bid in 2006 before turning to 
academia. 

A native of Hastings, Neb., Osborne served as a senior 
lecturer at Nebraska in the College of Business Administration, 
teaching leadership and business ethics, in the fall of 2007. 
He  completed the fall semester while working in the athletic 
department. Osborne has also worked as a consultant for local 
college athletic departments over the past two years.

“I’ve spent the majority of my life working with the athletic 
department at the university and I want to do what I can at 
this point to continue in the pursuit of excellence that has been 
previously established,” Osborne said. 

Widely known for his leadership, integrity, honor and 
compassion, Osborne has poured time and effort into building 
a unique mentoring program within the state. The TeamMates 
program, founded by Tom and his wife, Nancy, in 1991, provides 
support and encouragement to school-aged youth with the goal 
of seeing children graduate from high school and pursue a 
post-secondary education. 

Osborne still actively provides leadership in the college 
football ranks despite being away from the sideline for a 
decade. He is currently a voter on the coaches poll for the 
Master Coaches Poll.

 While he may hold a key position that molds the future of 
Nebraska Athletics, many will always remember Osborne for his 
legendary service to the program as a football coach. 

Osborne was named Nebraska’s 25th head coach following 
the 1972 season and worked the sideline for 25 years, the 
longest tenure in school history. Under Osborne’s direction, 
the program achieved remarkable success, exceeding any in 
its rich history. The Cornhuskers mounted a 255-49-3 record 
under Osborne, good for a winning percentage of .836. The 
255 victories are the sixth-most all-time among major college 
football coaches while the winning percentage ranks fi fth 
all-time. 

His achievements were so highly regarded that the National 
Football Foundation waived its three-year waiting period so that 
he could be inducted into its Hall of Fame in December of 1998. 
He is one of only four coaches in history to have the mandatory 
three-year waiting period waived.

Osborne’s coaching career came to a poetic end in the 
1998 Orange Bowl. In his fi nal game, the Huskers defeated 
No. 3 Tennessee, 42-17, giving him a share of a third national 
title in his fi nal four seasons. The victory left Osborne as the 
fi rst coach in college football history to retire as a reigning 
national champion, along with the nation’s best active winning 
percentage. 

Osborne guided the Huskers to back-to-back titles in 1994 
and 1995, then capped his career by sharing the 1997 title with 
Michigan. Nebraska’s back-to-back national titles in 1994-95 
made Osborne the fi rst coach to accomplish that feat since 
Bear Bryant led Alabama to titles in 1978-79. Under Osborne, 
NU became just the second school all time and the fi rst since 
Oklahoma in 1955-56 to post back-to-back perfect national 
championship seasons. In fact, Osborne’s last fi ve Nebraska 
teams put together the best fi ve-year run in collegiate football 
history with an amazing 60-3 record, including fi ve consecutive 
11-win seasons. 

Osborne-coached Nebraska teams captured 13 conference 
crowns, including six of his last seven seasons on the sideline. 
All 25 of his Husker teams won at least nine games and went 
to a bowl, while 15 won 10-or-more games. 

In the classroom, Osborne’s teams were just as successful 
as they were on the fi eld. Under Osborne’s guidance, the Husker 
football program totaled 65 CoSIDA Academic All-America 
awards in 25 years, averaging more than two selections per 
season. To put Osborne’s dedication to developing complete 
student-athletes in perspective, he accumulated more football 
Academic All-Americans in his 25 years as coach than any other 
football program in the nation has produced in its history, as 
Notre Dame has produced the second-most football academic 
All-Americans all-time, totaling 50 selections dating back 
to 1952.

Prior to becoming head coach, Osborne spent fi ve seasons 
under Devaney, helping the Huskers win back-to-back national 
championships in 1970 and 1971. In 1973, Osborne succeeded 
Devaney, who also served as Nebraska’s Athletic Director from 
1967 to 1993.

Osborne and his wife, Nancy, have three adult children, Mike, 
Ann and Suzanne and four grandchildren.

TTom om OOsbornesborne
Athletic Director  Second Season  Hastings College (1959)

Administrative Achievements
• 2007-present: Nebraska, Athletic Director
• 2000-06: U.S. Congress Third District (Neb.)
• 1973-97: Nebraska, Head Football Coach
• 1972: Nebraska, Assistant Head Football Coach
• 1967-71: Nebraska, Assistant Football Coach

Educational Leader
• 1965: Nebraska, Ph. D. in Educational Psychology
• 1963: Nebraska, M.A. in Educational Psychology
• 1959: Hastings College, B.A. in History

Tom Osborne and his wife, Nancy.Tom Osborne is introduced as the athletic director.
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Associate Athletic Director Bob Burton joined the Nebraska athletic department in 1998. He 
spent 10 years as associate athletic director for compliance/sports administration from 1998 
to 2007. 

Burton is responsible for the direct administrative supervision to the sports of golf, tennis, 
gymnastics, track and fi eld, cross country, bowling, rifl e, softball, wrestling and swimming and 
diving. He also oversees the operation of Haymarket Park. Working with the Lincoln Saltdogs, 
he helps set the budget for fi eld and stadium operation costs and create strategic plans for 
the facility.  

Burton is a member of the athletic department's executive team, which helps set policy, develops 
short- and long-term goals and objectives, and creates strategic plans for the department. Burton 
has expanded his responsibilities by assisting the development offi ce in areas of fundraising 
and building relationships with athletic department supporters.

Burton fi lled a similar position at Oklahoma State as the assistant athletic director for sports 
administration and compliance from 1993 to 1997. He oversaw OSU’s Olympic sports programs 
as well as the training and strength and conditioning, wrestling, men’s and women’s track and 
fi eld and men’s and women’s tennis programs. 

Burton came to Nebraska from Texas Tech, where he served as an associate athletic director for 
compliance for one year. While at Texas Tech, Burton helped complete the NCAA investigation into 
the Red Raider athletic department and analyzed the entire compliance system at the institution. 
He also helped identify and implement fi nancial aid and eligibility systems, including changes 
in personnel and restructuring of the compliance department.

Burton, who was a member of the NCAA Division I women’s soccer committee for three 
years and was a member of the NCAA Division I bowling committee, served as a legislative 
administrator for the NCAA from 1989 to 1993. At the NCAA, he was involved in the development 
of legislation, interpretation of regulations and reviewed legal issues related to the application 
of the association’s regulations. He served as an NCAA liaison to committees and conducted 
comprehensive education to several intercollegiate athletic conferences. He has served on 
the National Association of Athletic Compliance Coordinators Executive Committee and the 
subcommittee of Big 12 Directors of Compliance.

He received his bachelor’s degree in fi nance from Nebraska in 1985 and his juris doctorate 
from the Nebraska College of Law in 1989. A native of Falls City, Neb., Burton and his wife, Krista, 
have a daughter, Elly, and sons Robert Falk, McClain John and Abram Lawslo.

Bob ob Burtonurton
Associate Athletic Director  10th Year

Nebraska (1985)

Marc Boehm
Executive Associate A.D./

Administration

Dennis Leblanc
Senior Associate A.D./

Academics, Compliance, 
Planning

Chris Anderson
Associate A.D./ 

Community Relations

Pat Logsdon
Associate A.D./

Senior Woman Administrator

Nancy Kenny
Associate A.D./CFO

Paul Meyers
Associate A.D./

Athletic Development

Keith Zimmer
Associate A.D./

 Life Skills

Gary Bargen
Assistant A.D./

Compliance

Butch Hug
Assistant A.D./

Events

John Ingram
Assistant A.D./

Facilities

Jeff Jamrog
Assistant A.D./ 

Football Operations

Josh White
Assistant A.D./

Compliance, Planning

SSenior enior SStaf ftaf f
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Harvey Perlman was named the 19th Chancellor of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln on 
April 1, 2001. He had served as Interim Chancellor of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln since 
July 16, 2000.

A former dean of the University of Nebraska College of Law (1983-98), Perlman has also 
served as interim senior vice chancellor for academic affairs at UNL (1995-96).

A Nebraska native, Perlman was raised in York, and earned a bachelor of arts in history and a 
juris doctorate from the University of Nebraska. During his law school years, he was editor in chief 
of the Nebraska Law Review and was elected to the Order of the Coif, a law honors society.

He joined the NU law faculty in 1967 after spending a year as a Bigelow Teaching Fellow at 
the University of Chicago Law School. He served on the Nebraska law faculty until 1974 when 
he joined the faculty at the University of Virginia Law School. He returned to Nebraska in 1983 
when he accepted the deanship of the Nebraska Law College, a post he held until 1998 when 
he returned to the professoriate. He has also served as a visiting professor at Florida State 
University College of Law, the University of Puget Sound School of Law and the University of 
Iowa College of Law.

His area of legal expertise lies in torts and intellectual property. He is a member of the 
Nebraska State and American Bar Associations, the Council of the American Law Institute and 
is a commissioner of the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Laws. He is 
co-author of “Intellectual Property and Unfair Competition” (5th edition, 1998) and co-reporter 
for the “Restatement of Unfair Competition” (1994). In February 2002, Perlman was named 
a Life Fellow of the American Bar Foundation. Fellow status denotes an individual who has 
demonstrated outstanding dedication to the welfare of his or her community and is committed 
to the highest principles of the legal profession. Only the top one-third of one percent of the 
legal profession is eligible for nomination as a Fellow.

At the University of Nebraska, he chaired the search advisory committee for chancellor in 
1991, chaired the Nebraska Bioethics Advisory Panel, and is a member of the Nebraska State 
Fair Board.

He serves on the Council of the American Law Institute, a leading national law reform 
organization, as one of Nebraska’s Commissioners of Uniform State Laws, and as Chair of the 
Board of Directors of the Big 12 Athletic Conference. He is a member of the Bowl Championship 
Series Presidential Oversight Committee.

Perlman and his wife, Susan, an NU alumna, are the parents of two daughters. Anne, who 
earned degrees from UNL and the University of Nebraska Medical Center, practices medicine in 
Lincoln and is married to UNL alumnus David Spinar; they are the parents of the Perlmans’ three 
grandchildren, Will, Ava, and Marco, Husker fans all. Daughter Amie, who received bachelors 
and juris doctorate degrees from UNL, is a Nebraska assistant attorney general and is married 
to UNL alumnus Ron Larson. 

Josephine (Jo) R. Potuto, the Richard H. Larson Professor of Constitutional Law, has been 
Nebraska’s faculty representative (FAR) to the NCAA and Big 12 Conference since May 15, 
1997. 

She is the incoming chair of the Division IA Faculty Athletics Representatives. In 2002, she was 
named Outstanding Faculty Athletics Representative by the All-American Football Foundation.

Potuto just completed her third three-year term on the NCAA Division I Committee on Infractions 
(chair since 2006). She serves on the Big 12 Conference of FARs and is a past Big 12 Conference 
representative on the NCAA Division I Management Council and on the NCAA Men's Gymnastics 
Championship Committee. 

Potuto is an expert on NCAA enforcement and infractions processes as well as the general 
NCAA committee structure. She has testifi ed before the House Subcommittee on the Constitution 
regarding due process in NCAA infractions hearings and has made presentations to the 
Knight Commission on Intercollegiate Athletics. Potuto is a past adviser to the Uniform Law 
Commissioners Committee to draft a sports agent statute, has drafted rules governing search 
and seizure and hearings for the Nebraska Racing Commission, and also has written on issues 
of gender equity in college athletics. 

At Nebraska, Potuto is a member of the academic senate’s intercollegiate athletics committee. 
She also served on Nebraska’s NCAA site certifi cation steering committee.

Potuto teaches constitutional law, procedural and criminal law, federal jurisdiction, and sports 
law. She has been a visiting professor of law at the University of Arizona, Rutgers University, the 
Cardozo College of Law at New York’s Yeshiva University, the University of Oregon, the University 
of North Carolina, and Seton Hall University. She has worked as an assistant prosecutor in the 
Essex and Morris County (N.J.) prosecutor’s offi ces. 

She was project director and a drafter of the Uniform Law Commissioners Sentencing and 
Corrections Act, as well as the drafter for the Nebraska Supreme Court Committee to Draft 
Criminal Jury Instructions. She is the author of three books and numerous articles. She also is 
a member of the American Law Institute.

Potuto earned her bachelor’s degree in journalism at Rutgers’ Douglass College; her master’s 
degree in English literature at Seton Hall; and her juris doctorate at the Rutgers Law College. 
She is a member of the bar of the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third 
Circuit and the U.S. District Courts for Nebraska and New Jersey.

HHarvey arvey Perlman, erlman, J..D..
University Chancellor  Eighth Year

Nebraska (1963)

JJosephine osephine Potuto, otuto, J..DD..
Institutional Representative  10th Year

Rutgers (1971)
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NNebraska ebraska BBoard of oard of RRe gentse gents

Randolph Ferlic, M.D.
Omaha

Chuck Hassebrook
Lyons

Howard Hawks
Omaha

Kent Schroeder, J.D.
Kearney

Charles S. Wilson, M.D.
Lincoln

Tim Hruza
Nebraska-Kearney

Emily Zimmer
Nebraska-Lincoln

Curtis McKnight
Nebraska-Medical Center

Lucas Seiler
Nebraska-Omaha

Jim McClurg, Ph.D.
Lincoln

Bob Phares
North Platte

The Board of Regents consists of eight voting members elected by district for six-year terms, 
and four non-voting student Regents, one from each campus, who serve during their tenure 
as student body president. The board supervises the general operations of the university, and 
the control and direction of all expenditures. The board also includes a corporation secretary 
who manages all records including agendas, minutes, notices, policies and bylaws. Those 
documents can be found on the web at http://www.nebraska.edu/board/.

The board meets regularly, primarily in Lincoln but also in Omaha and greater Nebraska. 
Persons wishing to provide information to the board or to appear before it should contact: 
Corporation Secretary, University of Nebraska, Varner Hall, 3835 Holdrege, Lincoln, NE 
68583.

James B. Milliken
President, Univ. of Nebraska

Bob Whitehouse
Papillion


