
Quotes from Washington vs. Nebraska quarterfinal, 12/13/08 
 
Coach John Cook explaining his team’s comeback: 
“I’m really not sure I can explain it. I’m not sure I’ve ever seen anything like it. We talked all day about trusting it and 
that’s what we talked about all day was continuing to trust what we do – all of our preparation and it was the most 
incredible comeback I’ve seen in volleyball.” 
 
Cook about what was said between sets 2 and 3: 
“There wasn’t a whole lot said. It was to just to continue to trust it, and we made a few adjustments, you know, to try to 
slow down Washington and try to reduce our errors and that was it.” 
 
Cook on the context of the comeback: 
“I thought this team had already become a legend in Nebraska, but this is going to put them with the 57-yard field goal. 
This is going to be with some of the national championship football games. This is going to be talked about for years. 
These three seniors are going to be legends in Nebraska.” 
 
Jordan Larson on the changing of the flow of the match between games 1 and 2: 
“The thing that was going to make us successful was first contact and that’s serving and passing and I think we were 
kind of tentative in games one and two. I think we started serving to zones and being aggressive with our serves.” 
 
Tara Mueller on UW’s hitting: 
“When we first started the match, we were focusing on getting nose-on and then working our way in because they can 
bang line and then, you know, dig cross. It was one-on-one blocking and they just kept ripping those angles. We tried 
to make adjustments and keep moving in and making them hit different shots. So, I guess, by the end of the match, we 
were getting two up on the right side.” 
 
Larson on the comeback: 
“All we did was believe in each other and believe what we can do. We knew we could do this – it was in our hearts and 
we just found a way and this has been a story of this team this year.” 
 
Larson on her match-winning ace: 
“I was just praying to god that the serve went over the net. When it finally went over the net, I just fell. I don’t know, 
when you work so hard and it finally just ends, you have nothing left. And we left it all out there.” 
 
Mueller on UW: 
“They are a really good team and they put the pressure on us early. They were taking big swings and we just had to 
start rolling and doing that back. We had to play our game and fight.” 
 
Jordan on the seniors: 
“Everybody says about the senior class, but you have to think about the main players are sophomores and we had a lot 
of stuff going on in the offseason and everybody had to experience that. We came together as a team and we just tried 
to learn from what we had in the last three years to get this team where we thought it needed to be. And that’s building 
relationships with our teammates.” 
 
Kayla Banwarth on the leadership of the seniors: 
“They know what it takes and they’re teaching us what it takes. I couldn’t have asked for a better senior class for this 
year. I couldn’t have asked for better leader this year and we’re really buying into everything.” 
 
Cook on what he was saying during the timeout in game 5 while being down 9-3: 
“I think I was thinking about what I would say at this press conference, because I thought it was over. Typically in a 
time out we’re just talking about how to get a side-out. At that point, as they say in Nebraska, the hay is in the barn. 
You’ve done your work and there is nothing more than you can do.” 
 
Cook on going to Omaha: 
“We just broke into the city, didn’t we? We’ve been on that road from Lincoln to Omaha all year. We haven’t even 
talked about it – ever.” 


