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Nebraska Player Quotes - Postgame

Linebacker Phillip Dillard
On his quarterback sack
“It felt pretty good. I said it last week, we could either go up or go down and we chose to go up. That’s what we came 
out here and tried to do, try to make statement that were going to come back strong, regardless of what obstacles 
come in front of us.”

On if there was something different about this defense tonight
“Yeah, there was a lot of spark, a lot of determination. I’m not saying that we haven’t had that, but we had a big chip 
on our shoulder. We said regardless of what happens, we (would) came out and prepare the way that we have been 
and we weren’t feeling sorry for ourselves, nobody was, and we came out there with determination that we were 
going to get the job done as a team. That’s what this team’s goal was and that’s what we did.”

On what Larry Asante’s interception return did for the defense
“That just really showed that, regardless of what the score was at that point, even though we had a decent lead 
that were still going to fi ght. We need that kind of play, you have to play the same way if the score was 3-0, and 
we’re going to play as if the score is 0-0 every down. That we have something to prove and that we have to score 
regardless of what the score is and that’s what we did. Larry made a good play on that and it just gave us even more 
of a spark.  It showed that we didn’t just give up after a turnover, that we were fi ghting.”

Center Jacob Hickman
On tonight’s game
“Well it’s just great to come to come back after last week and come out there and perform.  Nobody dwelled on it at 
all. We moved on and played the game (tonight) the way we wanted to. To have that kind of crowd with you to it gives 
you a little extra excitement in the game. It was good to see everybody playing the way they did.”

On why they were so successful on offense
“The defense really tried playing us tough on the run, putting eight or nine guys in the box.  With the kind of athletes 
we have in the passing game, we kind of took advantage of that. It’s good to have dual threats like that. If they want 
to cover all our guys, then we’ll run the ball.  If they’re going to fi ll up the box like that, we’ll let Zac (Lee) run wild a 
little bit.  We took what they gave us and had a good time.”

On how important it is to be balanced on offense
“It’s huge. It allows us to take what the defense gives us. It will be big later in the season. If they’re going to try to take 
out our pass we’re going to run the ball all day. It’s defi nitely huge for us and I hope we continue to do that.”

Wide Receiver Curenski Gilleylen
On how long pass plays always seem to come to him
“Yeah, I have no problem with that. If he wants to keep throwing them I’ll do my best to keep catching them.”

On if he seems himself as a big play guy
“I defi nitely want to be a big play guy. If they want to go deep then I defi nitely want to be the guy that’s going in there 
to take advantage of some of the speed I have. I defi nitely want to be a big-play guy. I don’t know if I’m labeled as 
that though.”

On was kind of bond he has with quarterback Zac Lee
“We’re really great. He trusts me being out there. He wants me to play fast every time. He tells me play fast all day 
long every time before the game. He defi nitely seems to trust me and I know that he’ll fi nd me and put the ball where 
it needs to be and I’ll do my best to catch it.”


