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TONEY MCCRAY
play, against South Carolina State, Maryland 
Eastern Shore and Florida A&M. He 
hit 7-of-15 shots from the floor in that 
stretch, including posting nine points, four 
rebounds and a career-best four steals 
against UMES. 

McCray's long arms and extensive reach 
helped him provide a unique weapon for 
the Huskers on defense. During the season 
he posted 24 steals and led the team in 
blocked shots with 18. His blocks total 
ranked seventh on the Husker freshman 
chart while his steals were 11th, just one 
behind teammates Brandon Richardson and 
Ryan Anderson.

Despite a dip in playing time early in 
league action, McCray averaged 17 minutes 
per game down the stretch while posting 
several key baskets that helped Nebraska 
record a .500 record (8-8) in league play for 
the first time in a decade. 

McCray started his strong finishing 
stretch as he hit all three of his field-goal 
attempts and added a blocked shot in 13 
minutes at Colorado. Two of his baskets 
came late in the game and each stopped a 
Husker scoring drought as NU snuck out a 
55-53 road victory over the Buffs. 

In the Huskers' next contest, McCray 
again hit a big basket late in the game to 
help Nebraska in a tight victory. This time it 
was a turnaround jumper against nationally 
ranked Texas that helped Nebraska keep 
pace in a tight contest that the Huskers 
eventually won by three points over the 
No. 16 Longhorns. McCray ended the game 
hitting 4-of-7 shots while grabbing five 
rebounds and two steals in the upset of his 
home state team. 

McCray ended the regular season on 
a high note, earning his second Big 12 
Rookie-of-the-Week accolade in the final 
week of the season. After scoring just four 
points against Iowa State in the home finale, 
McCray set a career high with 18 points 
on 7-of-10 shooting in a road victory over 
Baylor. He added four boards, two blocks 
and two steals to give the Huskers their 
third league road win. 

2007-08 (FRESHMAN)
McCray sat out his initial season in 

Lincoln as a redshirt and added more than 
15 pounds to his long, wiry frame. 

BEFORE NEBRASKA
McCray came on strong during his 

senior season and was a fast-rising prospect 
before becoming the Huskers' final signee 
in the 2007 spring semester. He averaged 
16 points, six rebounds and 2.5 assists per 
game in 2006-07 for Fort Bend Elkins High 
School. 

McCray helped Elkins to a 31-5 record 
as a senior and a No. 5 ranking in the state. 
Elkins won the district title and reached the 
third round of the state tournament.  

McCray was named the Most Valuable 
Player in the district and earned first-team 
all-district accolades in 2006-07. McCray 
also earned all-region honors from the 
Texas Association of Basketball Coaches 
and was ranked among the top 20 recruits 
in the state according to texashoops.com. 

McCray did not play basketball during 
his junior season as he was held out while 
undergoing examinations for a medical 
condition. The testing was necessary as 
his older brother, Jason, died from an 
enlarged heart in 1998 at age 19. Jason was 
a defensive end on the Navy football team 
and was on a summer cadet cruise that 
stopped in Boston where he was playing 
pickup basketball when he collapsed and 
passed away.

PERSONAL
Toney is the son of Valda and Tony 

McCray, and was born on April 13, 1989. He 
has one sister, Danielle. His cousin is former 
Nebraska quarterback Steve Taylor. Toney 
is majoring in history at Nebraska. 

After missing his junior season, 
McCray was not heavily recruited but 
saw considerable late interest from major 
programs like Georgia, UConn, Washington 
State and Baylor before choosing Nebraska.

OVERVIEW
Toney McCray made solid contributions 

for the Cornhuskers as a redshirt freshman 
in 2008-09 and hopes to make the next 
progression this season, although his start 
will be slowed. McCray suffered an elbow 
injury in a pickup game in mid-September 
that was expected to limit his availability 
until near the start of the regular season.

When healthy, McCray owns an 
impressive arsenal of moves and solid 
ability to shoot from mid- and long-range. 
He showcases the tools necessary to excel in 
the Big 12 Conference, proving as much last 
season when he was twice selected the Big 
12 Rookie of the Week.

McCray's athleticism, jumping ability  
and long frame can provide matchup 
problems for opponents. However, his 
improvement on defense and rebounding 
will be key areas of his game as he fights for 
playing time among a much more athletic 
group of wing players this winter.

2008-09 (R-FRESHMAN)
During his rookie season, McCray 

averaged 5.7 points and 2.8 rebounds per 
game. He hit a solid 45.4 percent (69-of-
152) from the floor, including 34.5 percent 
(10-of-29) from long range. 

McCray opened with a flurry, scoring 
17 points in a season-opening win over 
San Jose State. He had an all-around solid 
game, posting nine boards with a block 
and an assist for the Huskers. The strong 
performance helped McCray win his first 
Big 12 Rookie-of-the-Week award. 

From there, McCray scored in double 
figures three more times in the non-
conference slate, all in a four-game span. He 
posted 12 points against NCAA Tournament 
participant Alabama State, 13 at Oregon 
State and 11 vs. IPFW, hitting 15-of-26 shots 
from the field in the three games combined. 
McCray posted his best long-range shooting 
performance of the year against IPFW, 
hitting 3-of-5 from beyond the arc. 

McCray's solid play helped him earn 
three starts at the end of non-conference 
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vs. All Opponents        Rebounds
Year MP G-GS FG-FGA Pct. 3FG-3FGA Pct. FT-FTA Pct. O-D Tot.-Avg. F A TO B S TP-Avg.
2007-08 ---  Redshirt  ---
2008-09 492 30-3 69-152 .454 10-29 .345 24-41 .585 17-66 83-2.8 48 19 39 18 24 172/5.7
TOTAL 492 30-3 69-152 .454 10-29 .345 24-41 .585 17-66 83-2.8 48 19 39 18 24 172/5.7

vs. Big 12 Opponents       Rebounds
Year MP G-GS FG-FGA Pct. 3FG-3FGA Pct. FT-FTA Pct. O-D Tot.-Avg. F A TO B S TP-Avg.
2007-08 ---  Redshirt  ---
2008-09 202 15-0 29-64 .453 3-8 .375 9-14 .643 5-27 32-2.1 21 9 11 8 6 80-4.7
Total 202 15-0 29-64 .453 3-8 .375 9-14 .643 5-27 32-2.1 21 9 11 8 6 80-4.7

MCCRAY'S CAREER STATS

CAREER HIGHS 

Points... 18 at Baylor (3/7/09)

Rebounds... 9 vs. San Jose State (11/16/08)

Field Goals... 7 at Baylor (3/7/09)

Free Throws... 5 vs. San Jose State (11/16/08)

3-point Field Goals... 3 vs. IPFW (12/20/08)

Assists... 2 two times (last 3/11/09)

Steals... 4 vs. Md. Eastern Shore (1/3/09)

Blocks... 3 vs. Creighton (11/29/08)

Minutes... 27 two times (last 3/7/09)


