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CHRISTOPHER NIEMANN
suffered the second ACL tear of his short 
career during a non-basketball conditioning 
session and now will miss the entire 2009-
10 season following surgery. He will aim 
to complete his rehab next spring when he 
hopes to rejoin the squad on the court. 

Niemann, who was forced to sit out 
last year because of an NCAA ruling on his 
amateur status while playing in his native 
Germany, will have three years of eligibility 
remaining. 

2008-09 (FRESHMAN)
Niemann practiced with the team 

throughout the fall and the whole regular 
season, giving the Nebraska scout team a 
large target in the paint. His presence – and 
height – would have been valuable for the 
shortest team in Division I, as he made a 
favorable impression on his coaches and 
teammates. Niemann showed a variety 
of low-post moves on offense where he 
is expected to be able to produce for 
the Huskers, and has the potential be a 
defensive force in the paint and on the glass.

Unfortunately, Niemann's progress was 
hindered as he suffered a torn ACL during 
the last week of the regular season that 
required surgery. His rehabilitation went 
well until late August when he tore the 
same ACL for the second time in six months. 

He was named to the Big 12 
Commissioner's Honor Roll during his first 
semester at Nebraska in the fall of 2008.

BEFORE NEBRASKA
Niemann signed with the Cornhuskers 

in November of 2007 and was one of two 
scholarship newcomers for the 2008-09 
campaign. After signing with the Huskers, 

Niemann put on nearly 30 pounds of muscle 
to his frame before arriving in Lincoln. He 
has tremendous size and a good feel on the 
offensive end, leading coach Doc Sadler to 
note comparisons between Niemann and 
former Husker all-conference center Aleks 
Maric, who was the same size as a senior as 
Niemann was as a freshman. Maric ended 
his career ranked fifth in school history in 
scoring and second in rebounds.

Niemann played with Erdgas Ehingen/
Urspringschule where he made solid 
contributions as he hit nearly 50 percent 
from the field and averaged about five 
points and five rebounds per game. He 
helped the team to a 16-16 record in the 
2007-08 season.

A year earlier, Niemann helped 
Urspringschule win the under 19 national 
championship. During the regular season, 
Niemann averaged 9.8 points per game, 
but caught fire in the playoffs, helping the 
team with 14.8 points and 8.0 rebounds 
per contest while advancing to the 
championship. When Niemann found his 
offensive rhythm, he helped the squad to an 
11-1 record as they earned the first of two 
straight titles for the school. 

Niemann is a native of Kühlungsborn, 
Germany. He was the second international 
player recruited by Sadler in three years 
and will be the fourth foreign-born player 
to compete for Sadler during his time in 
Lincoln. 

PERSONAL
Christopher is the son of Katrin 

Niemann, and was born on Dec. 9, 1988. 
Niemann is majoring in computer science 
engineering at Nebraska. 

OVERVIEW
Christopher Niemann had hopes of 

seeing the first action of his Nebraska career 
this winter, as he was expected to be a key 
frontcourt player for the Huskers. Those 
plans were put on hold in late August as he ##1414


