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Huskers Excel in Classroom During 2004-05 Academic Year
 Husker student-athletes continued the University of Nebraska’s growing tradition as a national academic leader in 2004-05.  Nebraska’s academic 
success continued to elevate to new heights, as the Huskers brought home five CoSIDA Academic All-America awards during the 2004-05 campaign to 
increase NU’s collegiate record total of CoSIDA Academic All-Americans to 222, a total of 60 more than the second-place school on the list.
 Not only did the Huskers lead the nation in CoSIDA Academic All-Americans, Nebraska continued to set the pace in the Big 12 Conference with 
a league-leading 139 academic all-conference selections across all sports, including a Big 12-leading 113 first-team academic all-league honorees.
 Along with the Huskers leading the conference charge on the academic All-Big 12 teams, NU student-athletes earned a league-high 531 spots on 
the Big 12 Commissioner’s Fall and Spring Academic Honor Rolls.  To earn a spot on the honor roll, a student-athlete must earn a 3.0 grade-point average 
during the semester.  During the fall and spring semesters combined, 65 Husker student-athletes produced perfect 4.0 semester GPAs.
 The University of Nebraska Athletic Department took one special night to honor its own student-athletes on April 17 at the 15th annual Student-
Athlete Recognition Banquet.  More than 700 people were in attendance at the Bob Devaney Sports Center to see 200 student-athletes honored during 
the banquet, including Male Student-Athlete-of-the-Year Daniel Bruce from the Husker baseball team and Female Student-Athlete-of-the-Year Richelle 
Simpson from the Husker women’s gymnastics program.  
 Bruce, who earned NCAA and Big 12 Postgraduate Scholarships and second-team CoSIDA All-America honors with a 3.86 GPA as an English 
major, also helped the Nebraska baseball team to its best season in school history on the field.  Bruce was a major contributor to Nebraska’s run to Big 12 
regular-season and tournament titles along with the school’s third trip to the College World Series in the past five years.
 Simpson joined Bruce in winning a Big 12 Postgraduate Scholarship and second-team CoSIDA Academic All-America honors with a 3.82 GPA 
in international studies and French.  Most recently, Simpson was named the Big 12 Female Sportsperson of the Year, recognizing her contributions in the 
gym, in the classroom and in the community.  Simpson added a prestigious NCAA Postgraduate Scholarship, while also being nominated for the NCAA Top 
Eight Award.  One of the most decorated female gymnasts in school history, Simpson was a nine-time All-American and won NCAA individual titles in the 
all-around and floor exercise in 2003.  After sitting out with an injury in 2004, Simpson returned for her senior year to win the Big 12 all-around title for the 
second time in her career, before capturing NCAA South Central Region Co-Gymnast-of-the-Year honors.  Unfortunately, Simpson was injured at the NCAA 
South Central Regional meet and was unable to compete at nationals.  However, her leadership helped Nebraska reach the NCAA Super Six Finals and she 
was honored as the Huskers’ first-ever recipient of the AAI American Award, one of the top honors in collegiate gymnastics.
 Senior linebacker Chad Sievers also produced major academic highlights in 2004-05 for the Nebraska football team.  Sievers graduated with a 
perfect 4.0 GPA on his way to first-team CoSIDA Academic All-America honors.  He also joined Simpson in receiving a prestigious NCAA Postgraduate 
Scholarship.
 While Bruce and Simpson captured the athletic depatment’s highest individual academic honors, Coach Scott Jacobson’s women’s tennis team 
earned the department’s most coveted team award by capturing the 11th annual Herman Award.  The women’s tennis squad, which also enjoyed its finest 
season in school history on the court by qualifying for its first-ever NCAA Tournament, produced a stellar 3.436 team GPA.  Gitte Ostermann, a first-team 
All-Big 12 performer on the court, also claimed a prestigious NCAA Postgraduate Scholarship worth $7,500 to lead the women’s tennis squad on the court 
and in the classroom. The men’s cross country team earned the Herman Award on the men’s side with a 3.196 combined GPA in 2004.
 The hard work, dedication and commitment of Nebraska’s student-athletes in the classroom resulted in 106 current or former student-athletes 
earning degrees from August of 2004 through May of 2005.
 In fact, the Husker football team continued to set the graduation standard among Big 12 Conference schools by increasing its Exhausted Eligibility 
Graduation Rate to 91 percent.  The Exhausted Eligibility Rate surveys the graduation rate of scholarship student-athletes who entered the University of 
Nebraska from 1988 through 1997 and exhausted their athletic eligibility at Nebraska.  
 Nebraska’s commitment to encouraging student-athletes to succeed off the field was honored on several occasions during the 2004-05 academic 
year.  The National Consortium for Academics and Sport presented the University of Nebraska Athletic/Academic Center with two awards at its 2005 Giant 
Steps Awards Banquet in Orlando, Fla., in February.  NU earned the Degree Completion Award and the Highest Combined Award for Degree Completion and 
Community Outreach.
 Most recently, the Husker football program was one of just 25 teams honored nationwide by the American Football Coaches Association with 
its 2005 Academic Achievement Award in late June.  Nebraska, which has earned the AFCA award five straight seasons, was recognized for graduating 70 
percent or more of its football student-athletes from the freshman class of 1999-2000.  The Huskers’ graduation rate was 88 percent. 



Academic All-Americans - Huskers Add Five Honorees to Increase All-Time Total to Record 222
 Nebraska student-athletes brought home five CoSIDA Academic All-America awards during the 2004-05 campaign to increase Nebraska’s NCAA 
record total of CoSIDA Academic All-Americans to 222.  Nebraska maintained its lead over second-place Notre Dame by a staggering 60 academic All-
America awards.
 Chad Sievers (football), who maintained a perfect 4.0 GPA during his career at Nebraska, led the NU contingent by earning first-team CoSIDA 
Academic All-America honors.  Richelle Simpson (women’s gymnastics), Daniel Bruce (baseball) and Kellen Huston (football) added second-team honors, 
while Matt Murray (wrestling) contributed third-team accolades. The Huskers continue to lead the nation with 110 first-team honorees across all sports.
 Nebraska’s five CoSIDA Academic All-Americans led the Big 12 Conference, and NU was one of only four league schools to produce more than 
two CoSIDA Academic All-Americans in 2004-05.

Academic All-Big 12 Conference - Huskers Set Pace with 139 Honorees
 While Nebraska’s 222 CoSIDA Academic All-America award winners all-time grab headlines, the Huskers also set the tone at the conference level 
with a league-leading 139 academic All-Big 12 honorees. Nebraska was one of five Big 12 schools to each have more than 100 student-athletes honored 
on academic all-conference teams in 2004-05. Overall, the Nebraska athletic program led the Big 12 with 531 student-athletes honored on the Big 12 
Commissioner’s Academic Honor Roll during the fall and spring semesters combined, including 65 student-athletes who posted perfect 4.0 GPA semesters 
in either the fall or spring.
 Among the 139 NU student-athletes named to academic all-conference teams, 113 earned first-team academic All-Big 12 honors, which requires 
a 3.20 grade-point average or higher and a minimum participation requirement.  Missouri was the only other school in the conference to put more than 100 
student-athletes on various first-team academic all-conference teams.  Twenty-six other Husker student-athletes grabbed second-team honors by posting 
a GPA between 3.0 and 3.19.
 The Nebraska football team led the way with 27 academic All-Big 12 selections in 2004, including 21 first-team award winners.  No other Big 12 
team was able to produce more than 16 total academic All-Big 12 honorees, and NU was the only institution to have more than 11 first-team academic All-
Big 12 football players.
 The Husker men’s and women’s track and field program under the direction of Coach Gary Pepin produced outstanding results in the classroom 
with a total of 35 academic All-Big 12 honorees.  The men’s program tied for the conference lead with 18 academic All-Big 12 picks, while the women added 
17 awards.
 Coach Barry Collier’s men’s basketball program also dominated the league’s academic team with five first-team All-Big 12 picks.  No other 
conference school produced more than two first-team selections.   In fact, over the past two seasons combined, NU’s men’s basketball team has produced a 
league-leading 11 first-team academic All-Big 12 picks.  Kansas ranks second among league schools with four first-team selections over the past two years, 
while the other 10 conference schools have combined to produce just 11 first-team All-Big 12 honorees.
 Coach John Cook’s Big 12 champion volleyball program also led the conference in the classroom with seven academic All-Big 12 selections, 
including a league-leading six first-team honorees.  The Big 12 champion Nebraska women’s gymnastics team, under the direction of Coach Dan Kendig, 
also led the league with four first-team All-Big 12 selections, while Coach Robin Krapfl’s women’s golf team also dominated the league honor squad with six 
first-team academic all-conference picks.  
 Coach Pablo Morales’ growing women’s swimming and diving program added 14 academic All-Big 12 selections, including 10 first-team picks, 
nearly doubling its total from the previous season.  Coach Jay Dirksen’s women’s cross country team also contributed six first-team academic all-league 
runners. 

Graduation and Beyond - Huskers Again Among National Leaders in Graduation Rates
 The Husker football team continued to set the graduation standard among Big 12 Conference schools with an impressive Exhausted Eligibility 
Graduation Rate of 91 percent.  The Exhausted Eligibility Rate surveys the graduation rate of scholarship student-athletes who entered the University of 
Nebraska from 1988 through 1997 and exhausted their athletic eligibility at Nebraska. 
 The football team was one of just 25 teams honored nationwide by the American Football Coaches Association with its 2005 Academic 
Achievement Award in late June.  Nebraska was recognized for the fifth consecutive season for graduating 70 percent or more of its football student-athletes 
from the freshman class of 1999-2000.  The Huskers’ graduation rate was 88 percent, which likely ranked among the top 10 schools in the nation, and 
represented an 11 percent increase from the previous season.  
 Nebraska’s commitment to encouraging student-athletes to succeed off the field was honored on several occasions during the 2004-05 academic 
year.  The National Consortium for Academics and Sport presented the University of Nebraska Athletic/Academic Center with two awards at its 2005 Giant 
Steps Awards Banquet in Orlando, Fla., in February.  NU earned the Degree Completion Award and the Highest Combined Award for Degree Completion and 
Community Outreach.
 In the community, Husker student-athletes reached nearly 70,000 people throughout the state of Nebraska in 2004-05.  Cornerstone outreach 
programs included the statewide Tour of Excellence, American Education Week and “School is Cool” Week.  In addition to those programs, individual 
student-athletes continued to make countless appearances in classrooms and community groups throughout the year.  
 The 2004-05 season marked the second year of the Huskers’ innovative Life Skills Award of Excellence Team Competition, which honored the 
team that demonstrated the strongest commitment to all phases of the life skills program, including outreach, education and leadership.  Coach Bill 
Callahan and the Nebraska football team captured the team trophy, which was presented at Nebraska’s Student-Athlete Academic Recognition Banquet in 
April. 

  



2004-05 Academic Highlights
4222 All-Time CoSIDA Academic All-Americans across all sports [leads nation]

45 CoSIDA Academic All-Americans [Chad Sievers, Kellen Huston, Richelle Simpson, Daniel Bruce, Matt Murray]

4139 Academic All-Big 12 Selections Across All Sports [led Big 12]

4113 First-Team Academic All-Big 12 Picks Across All Sports [led Big 12]  [3.2 GPA or above]

4531 Student-Athletes Honored on Big 12 Commissioner’s Fall and Spring Honor Rolls [3.0 GPA or above]

465 Student-Athletes Earned Perfect 4.0 GPAs in either the Fall or Spring Semester [led Big 12]

4108 Student-Athletes Earned Degrees from August 2004 through May 2005 [Record 60 in May, 28 in December, 20 in August]

491 percent - Exhausted Eligibility Rate [1988-1997]

488 percent - Football graduation rate for 1999-2000 freshman class [2005 AFCA Academic Achievement Award]

4Big 12 Female Sportsperson of the Year - Richelle Simpson [Women’s Gymnastics]

4NCAA Postgraduate Scholarships - Richelle Simpson [Women’s Gymnastics], Chad Sievers [Football], Daniel Bruce [Baseball], 
    Gitte Ostermann [Women’s Tennis]

4Big 12 Postgraduate Scholarships - Richelle Simpson [Women’s Gymnastics], Daniel Bruce [Baseball]

4NCAA Top Eight Award Nominee - Richelle Simpson [Women’s Gymnastics]

4Male Student-Athlete of the Year - Daniel Bruce, Baseball [3.86 GPA in English]

4Female Student-Athlete of the Year - Richelle Simpson [3.82 GPA, French/International Studies]

4Men’s Herman Award Winner - Men’s Cross Country Team [3.196 Cumulative GPA in 2004]

4Women’s Herman Award Winner - Women’s Tennis Team [3.436 Cumulative GPA in 2004]



2004-05 Academic All-Big 12 Totals
School   BU CU ISU KU KSU NU MU OU OSU UT A&M Tech

*Football  3-6-9 3-4-7 10-5-15 6-5-11 6-1-7 21-6-27 8-3-11 4-2-6 5-7-12 11-5-16 3-6-9 8-7-15

*Volleyball  2-1-3 2-0-2 3-2-5 4-2-6 5-1-6 6-1-7 5-2-7 4-2-6 0-0-0 1-0-1 2-3-5 3-1-4

*Soccer   5-2-7 7-1-8 9-0-9 7-2-9 0-0-0 3-2-5 7-0-7 8-2-10 3-3-6 8-0-8 3-3-6 3-2-5

*Women’s Cross Country 2-1-3 5-0-5 2-1-3 4-1-5 4-0-4 6-0-6 7-1-8 4-0-4 2-3-5 9-0-9 5-1-6 7-0-7

*Men’s Cross Country 1-2-3 9-2-11 4-3-7 2-0-2 3-1-4 2-1-3 5-2-7 3-3-6 2-1-3 3-2-5 3-2-5 3-1-4

*Wrestling  0-0-0 0-0-0 4-0-4 0-0-0 0-0-0 4-0-4 4-2-6 3-2-5 6-1-7 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0

*Women’s Basketball 2-0-2 2-1-3 7-0-7 2-0-2 5-3-8 2-1-3 3-1-4 5-3-8 3-0-3 1-1-2 2-0-2 3-1-4

Men’s Basketball  0-0-0 0-2-2 0-0-0 2-1-3 0-0-0 5-0-5 1-0-1 1-0-1 2-2-4 0-0-0 1-0-1 0-0-0

*Women’s Gymnastics 0-0-0 0-0-0 2-3-5 0-0-0 0-0-0 4-0-4 3-0-3 2-0-2 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0

*Softball   6-1-7 0-0-0 7-3-10 2-1-3 0-0-0 4-3-7 3-1-4 6-1-7 6-1-7 4-3-7 3-1-4 3-1-4

*Baseball  4-1-5 0-0-0 0-0-0 6-3-9 1-2-3 4-1-5 5-3-8 3-1-4 1-2-3 2-1-3 2-3-5 1-1-2 

*Women’s Track & Field 4-1-5 7-7-14 9-2-11 18-1-19 5-1-6 14-3-17 17-5-22 9-2-11 8-4-12 4-1-5 9-1-10 9-2-11

*Men’s Track & Field 2-2-4 10-5-15 11-3-14 13-2-15 13-0-13 15-3-18 15-3-18 10-1-11 6-1-7 5-1-6 8-1-9 8-2-10

*Men’s Golf  0-0-0 0-1-1 1-2-3 3-2-5 1-1-2 1-0-1 1-0-1 0-1-1 3-0-3 2-1-3 1-0-1 1-1-2

*Women’s Golf  2-0-2 3-0-3 1-1-2 3-0-3 4-0-4 6-0-6 3-0-3 3-0-3 2-1-3 0-3-3 4-1-5 1-1-2

*Men’s Tennis  2-1-3 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 3-0-3 0-0-0 5-1-6 0-2-2 2-0-2 2-1-3 4-1-5

*Women’s Tennis  2-0-2 2-1-3 4-0-4 2-1-3 2-0-2 3-1-4 5-0-5 3-1-4 3-0-3 3-2-5 2-0-2 2-1-3

*W Swimming & Diving 0-0-0 0-0-0 9-2-11 15-2-17 0-0-0 10-4-14 8-2-10 0-0-0 0-0-0 12-3-15 6-0-6 0-0-0

*M Swimming & Diving 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 5-0-5 0-0-0 0-0-0 5-6-11 8-0-8 0-0-0

Totals   37-18-55 50-24-74 83-27-110 89-23-112 49-10-59 113-26-139 105-25-130 73-22-95 52-28-80 72-29-101 64-23-87 56-22-78

   -2 +22 -5 +18 +1 -7 +17 +2 +5 +12 -14 +6



2003-04 Nebraska Season Review Notes
Football (10-3, 5-3) - Coach Bill Callahan and the West Coast Offense have generated excitement on the recruiting trail and among Husker 
fans.  The Huskers had a school-record 61,417 fans at the Spring Game.  With returning All-American Josh Bullocks at free safety leading a 
defense that led the nation in turnover margin, the Huskers will be competitive. NU returns 15 starters, including 8 on offense, 6 on defense 
and 1 kicker.

Men’s Basketball (18-13, 6-10) - Coach Barry Collier led the Huskers to their first postseason appearance since 1999, and generated one of 
the top turnarounds on the court in the nation last year.  Nebraska won a pair of games in the NIT and defeated two top-25 teams (No. 12 
Kansas and No. 25 Texas Tech).  NU was also 15-3 at home.  The Huskers averaged 8,037 fans per game (actually down by an average of 42 
fans per game) but drew nearly 23,500 more total fans to the Devaney Center during the season.  Returning players like Jake Muhleisen, John 
Turek, Corey Simms, Marcus Neal and Charles Richardson, Jason Dourisseau and Wes Wilkinson give the Huskers a solid nucleus.  The team 
was also one of the top academic men’s basketball teams in the Big 12 last year.

Women’s Basketball (18-12, 7-9) - Second-year Coach Connie Yori led the Huskers to one of the top-10 turnarounds in the nation last year, 
finishing with an 18-12 overall record after going 8-20 in her first season.  NU came up one game short of the NCAA Tournament but still 
advanced to the postseason for the first time since 2000.  Attendance also made a strong turnaround, increasing by nearly 450 fans per game 
and by a total of more than 10,000 fans on the season, which was an increase of more than 20 percent.  The team loses four starters who 
started every game, but returns senior point guard Jina Johansen and a good group of young players and some talented recruits who are laying 
a solid foundation for the future.  The team also won the Athletic Department’s first Life Skills Team Award and experienced nearly a 1/2 point 
rise in its cumulative team GPA.

Volleyball (28-5, 17-3) - Coach John Cook is building a team that could contend for a national championship again in 2004.  With great young 
players like All-American Melissa Elmer and Jennifer Saleaumua and one of the top young players in the world in outside hitter Sarah Pavan 
coming into the program, the team should be in a good position to contend for the Big 12 title.  They are also still a young team, with only one 
senior - Ally Rebholz - on the roster.  Husker fans always rank among the best in the nation in college volleyball attendance.

Softball (47-15, 14-3, Big 12 Regular-Season and Tournament Champions) - Coach Rhonda Revelle led the softball team to a great 
season, capturing the Big 12 regular-season and tournament titles.  Senior right-hander Peaches James earned second-team All-America 
honors with one of the most dominant seasons by a pitcher in school history.  NU hosted an NCAA Regional tournament for the second 
straight year and advanced to the championship round before falling to California.

Women’s Track & Field (3rd at NCAA Indoor & Outdoor) - Coach Gary Pepin had another great year with the women’s track team, 
leading the team to third-place finishes both indoors and outdoors, while capturing the Big 12 Indoor title.  Ineta Radevica won national 
championships in the triple jump both indoors and outdoors, while Becky Breisch won a national title outdoors in the discus.  Priscilla Lopes 
is one of the top young sprinters in the country, winning the NCAA Indoor title in the indoor 60-meter hurdles.  Overall 9 Husker women 
earned 18 All-America awards for the women’s track and field team this year.

Men’s Track & Field (13th at NCAA Outdoor & 19th at Indoor) - Coach Pepin led the men to a pair of Big 12 titles, which was a truly great 
accomplishment this year. Nine Husker men earned 11 All-America awards, including outdoor shot put national champion Carl Myerscough, 
who finished his career as a four-time national champion and a seven-time All-American.  Overall, the men’s and women’s track and field 
team featured 18 individuals who earned 29 All-America awards.

Wrestling (19-3, 5th NCAA) - Coach Mark Manning led the wrestling team to one of the best seasons in school history, finishing fifth at 
the NCAA Championships and No. 2 in the national team dual rankings.  Jason Powell became the eighth Husker to win an NCAA individual 
title (125 pounds) and three other Huskers earned All-America honors, including runner-up Matt Murray (141) who returns next season.  
Nebraska continues to solidify its place among the elite wrestling programs in the nation.

Bowling (NCAA Champions) - Coach Bill Straub helped the Huskers make history by winning the first-ever NCAA title in women’s bowling.  
Shannon Pluhowsky was the top women’s collegiate bowler last season and will be tough to replace, but the Huskers have so much talent that 
they will contend to repeat as NCAA champions in 2005.

Baseball (36-23, 11-17 Big 12) - Coach Mike Anderson’s team struggled during the Big 12 season and did not qualify for the NCAA 
Tournament for the first time since 1999.  The team does return the Big 12 Player-of-the-Year Alex Gordon for next season, along with a 
talented pitching staff, so they could contend for a Big 12 title and an NCAA Tournament bid again next season.



2003-04 Nebraska Season Review Notes (Page 2)
Soccer - Coach John Walker has taken the Huskers to eight straight NCAA Tournaments, including seven consecutive Sweet 16s before falling 
in the second round to the defending national champions (Portland) last season.  The soccer team faces the challenge of replacing two of its 
top players next year with the loss of Jenna Cooper and the knee injury to Jessie Bruch late in the spring.

Cross Country - Coach Jay Dirksen (2003 Midwest Region Cross Country Coach of the Year) led the team to one of its best seasons in history 
last year by advancing to the NCAA Championships and finishing 30th.  The women won their first Midwest Regional title since 1992.  The 
men’s team is also expecting to improve after battling injuries last year.

Women’s Gymnastics (NCAA Championships) - Coach Dan Kendig led the Huskers to their sixth consecutive trip to the NCAA 
Championships despite losing the best all-around gymnast in the nation - Richelle Simpson - for the entire season.  Simpson is expected to 
return to the lineup this coming season, which should help the team contend for a return trip to the NCAA Super Six in 2005.  Nebraska is set 
to host an NCAA Regional event this coming season as well.

Men’s Gymnastics (NCAA Qualifier) - Coach Francis Allen continues to lead the men’s gym team back to national prominence.  The 
Huskers fell just short of qualifying for a spot in the final round of the NCAA Championships this year but returned to a top-10 final national 
ranking.  

Rifle (6th – NCAA ) - Coach Launi Meili helped the Huskers produce three All-Americans last season to lead the team to a sixth-place finish 
at the NCAA Championships.  With returning first-team All-American Kristina Fehlings, who was just a freshman last year, and second-team 
All-American Misty Chanek, the team could contend for an even higher national finish in 2005.

Swimming & Diving (4th Big 12) - Coach Pablo Morales earned co-Big 12 Coach-of-the-Year honors as he continues to lead the women’s 
swimming and diving team back to national prominence.  Freshman Lauren Bailey qualified for the NCAA Championships in three events to 
become the first Husker individual to qualify for the national championships since 2001.

Women’s Golf (10th Big 12) - Coach Robin Krapfl knew she was going to have a rebuilding year after losing the best golfer in school history 
in Sarah Sasse after the 2003 season.  The Huskers had a strong fall season that included a pair of tournament titles, but never really got 
untracked during the spring season.  They have a solid young nucleus returning in 2005 and should begin to climb back up the leaderboard 
in the Big 12.

Men’s Golf (12th Big 12) - Coach Bill Spangler is rebuilding the men’s program and they experienced some ups and downs in 2004.  They 
built some momentum late in the season by finishing in the top-two at three straight tournaments before struggling at the conference 
tournament to end the season.

Women’s Tennis (16-9, 5-6, 7th Big 12) - Coach Scott Jacobson led the Huskers to a solid season, ranking among the top 70 teams in the 
nation throughout the season.  The Huskers produced a solid overall record and won a match at the Big 12 Tournament.  Gitte Ostermann also 
qualified individually for the NCAA Championships.

Men’s Tennis (9-13, 0-7 8th Big 12) - Coach Kerry McDermott basically had to rebuild his team during the fall after a number of players did 
not return to the squad.  However, he has a young team that will be built on mainly freshmen and sophomores next season.



Possible Q&A’s for Athletic Season Review
Q: What teams had the biggest improvements last season?
A: The men’s and women’s basketball teams showed great turnarounds to qualify for postseason play.  For the men, it was the first time since 
1999 and for the women it was the first time since 2000.  Overall, we also had a total of over 33,000 more fans attend men’s and women’s 
basketball games at the Devaney Center in 2003-04.  The women’s cross country had a great season in winning the Midwest Regional for the 
first time since 1992 and qualifying for the NCAA Championships.  The wrestling team had one of its best seasons in school history and the 
men’s and women’s track and field teams had outstanding seasons by winning three Big 12 titles.  The softball team also had a tremendous 
season by winning both the Big 12 regular-season and tournament titles.  Obviously, the bowling team had a great year by winning the first 
NCAA title in the sport’s history, and the women’s swimming and diving team also had a strong season by finishing fourth at the Big 12 meet 
and sending its first swimmer to the NCAA meet since 2001.

Q:  What programs were the biggest letdowns?
A:  I don’t know if I would call it a “letdown”, but the baseball team not making it to the NCAA Tournament was a bit of letdown, mostly 
because they were playing so well early in the season before struggling against some great Big 12 Conference competition.  We have some good 
players coming back next year, including the Big 12 Player-of-the-Year and first-team All-American third baseman Alex Gordon, and a solid 
pitching staff, so I am confident that the baseball team will be back in contention next year.

Q:  What do you base the success of the overall athletic program on?  Do you base “success” on different things in different sports?
A:  We want to compete for Big 12 titles in all our sports.  If you can win a Big 12 title, then you are going to compete for a national title in that 
sport.  Not all of our sports were at the point to compete for the Big 12 titles at the start of last season and might not be again in 2004-05, but 
we are making strides in those sports.  At the same time, some of our perennial national contenders like the volleyball team, the women’s 
gymnastics team, the women’s bowling team and the women’s track and field team, are continuing to improve their positions to battle for 
national championships next year.  Obviously, the success of our program is about more than just winning on the field.  We want our student-
athletes to have great experiences academically and in the community, and we are constantly working to do just that.  
 Nebraska produced 35 individual All-Americans in their respective sports last season, but we also continue to lead the nation in 
Academic All-Americans across all sports, and our community outreach programs are still the best in the nation.

Q: What improvements do you expect to see next year?
A:  ??

Q: Do you feel the athletic programs are on the right track?
A:  ??

Q: Have you finalized all of your contracts with all of your coaches for next year?
A:  We are in the process of finalizing all of our contracts right now, but we have not completed them at this time.


