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2007-08 (JUNIOR)
Paul Velander (pronounced VUH-land-er) 

continued to play an important role for the 
Huskers and Coach Doc Sadler in 2007-08, 
as he was the team's top 3-point shooter off 
the bench. Velander also provided a spark as 
a reserve, bringing energy and enthusiasm 
off the bench while showing the ability to hit 
important shots at crucial times.

Velander finished his junior season 
averaging 4.2 points per game while playing 
in 32 contests. He posted a career-best 20 
assists on the season and continued to be 
one of the Huskers' most clutch performers 
at the free throw line, where he knocked 
down 18-of-22 charity attempts (81.8 
percent). 
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PAUL VELANDER

CAREER HIGHS
Points:
 20 vs. Oklahoma State (3/5/07)
Rebounds:
 7 vs. Savannah State (1/3/07)
Field Goals:
 5 two times (last 3/9/08)
Field-Goal Attempts:
 10 vs. Oklahoma State (3/5/07)
Free Throws:
 6 vs. Oklahoma State (3/5/07)
Free Throw Attempts:
 7 vs. Oklahoma State (3/5/07)
3-point Field Goals:
 5 vs. Colorado (3/9/08)
3-point Field-Goal Attempts:
 9 two times (last 3/9/08)
Assists:
 3 vs. Western Kentucky (1/6/07)
Steals:
 4 vs. Oklahoma State (3/5/07)
Blocks:
 1 four times (last 1/15/08)
Minutes:
 26 at Texas (3/4/08)

His overall playing time decreased 
significantly in the early portion of the 
conference slate as he hit a shooting slump 
that left him 3-for-17 from beyond the arc 
over a 10-game stretch. However, Velander 
continued to stay focused on his task and 
rebounded nicely down the stretch. 

Velander's resurgence from beyond the 
arc came at a key time for the Huskers, as 
he hit 18-of-42 attempts (42.9 percent) in 
the final eight games of the year, helping 
Nebraska to the second round of the Big 12 
Championship and the second round of the 
postseason National Invitation Tournament. 
During that stretch, he hit at least three treys 
in five contests, including a career-high five 
3-pointers on nine attempts in the regular-
season finale against Colorado. 

The hot streak started as Velander went  
a perfect 3-for-3 from long range in the 
Huskers' upset of Oklahoma at home. He 
came off the bench to ignite Nebraska 

with 11 points against the Sooners 
while playing 25 minutes. Velander's 
comeback was impressive. In the 

Huskers' previous six games, he had 
played fewer than 26 total minutes over 

five of the contests and did not play at all 
against Kansas State. 

Velander averaged 
7.8 points in the final 

eight contests, 
with all of his 

attempts coming from behind the arc. He  
also hit 8-of-9 from the free throw line. 

Velander's shot came in waves, as he 
opened the season 4-of-15 from 3-point 
range before hitting a strong seven-game 
stretch. During that span, he hit 12-of-23 
(52.2 percent) from beyond the arc.

Velander finished the season hitting 
38.3 percent from beyond the arc. The total 
gave him a career mark of 38.0 percent 
shooting from 3-point range, which ranks 
Velander eighth in the Nebraska career 
record book. 

Off the court, Velander earned first-team 
academic All-Big 12 honors for the second 
straight season. He was also a Big 12 
Commissioner's Honor Roll selection in both 
the fall and spring and was named to the 
NABC Honors Court following the academic 
year. He will try to become only the eighth 
three-time academic all-league selection in 
NU history in 2009.

2006-07 (SOPHOMORE)
Velander had a strong first season under 

Coach Doc Sadler. Despite fighting through 
a number of lingering injuries (shoulder 
and ankle) for the second straight season, 
Velander finished his sophomore campaign 
ranked third on the team in 3-pointers (32) 
while averaging 4.3 points per game. After 
playing just three minutes in two games as 
a redshirt freshman a year earlier, Velander 
became a solid weapon on the perimeter for 
the Huskers and saw action in 27 contests 
(396 minutes) as a sophomore. 

Velander made his only career start 
against Oklahoma State in the regular-
season finale and made the most of the 

opportunity. He hit 5-of-10 shots from the 
floor, including tying his season high with 
four 3-pointers. He also drilled 6-of-7 
attempts at the charity stripe to produce 
a career-high 20-point performance in 

the 85-73 Husker victory.
The double-figure scoring effort was 

one of five on the season for Velander, 
although it was his only time scoring more 
than nine points in a conference game. He 
also scored 12 points on the road against 
Oregon, which went on to reach the Sweet 
16 of the NCAA Tournament, and at Miami. 
He hit four 3-pointers against both the Ducks 
and Hurricanes. Velander connected for 10 
points against Alabama A&M following the 
Oregon contest and had 10 points against 
Savannah State after the Miami trip. 

Providing some of the strongest long-
range shooting on the squad, Velander 
posted at least one 3-pointer in 11 of his 
last 12 games overall, including each of 
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vs. All Opponents        Rebounds
Year MP G-GS FG-FGA Pct. 3FG-3FGA Pct. FT-FTA Pct. O-D Tot.-Avg. F A TO B S TP-Avg.
2004-05   Redshirt
2005-06 3 2-0 0-0 .000 0-0 .000 0-0 .000 0-0 0-0.0 0 1 2 0 0 0-0.0
2006-07 396 27-1 33-88 .375 32-85 .376 19-23 .826 4-24 28-1.0 54 19 20 2 19 117-4.3
2007-08 378 31-0 38-101 .376 36-94 .383 18-22 .818 2-19 21-0.7 31 20 8 2 14 130-4.2
Totals 777 60-1 71-189 .376 68-179 .380 37-45 .822 6-43 49-0.8 85 40 30 4 33 247-4.1

vs. Big 12 Opponents        Rebounds
Year MP G-GS FG-FGA Pct. 3FG-3FGA Pct. FT-FTA Pct. O-D Tot.-Avg. F A TO B S TP-Avg.
2004-05  Redshirt
2005-06 3 2-0 0-0 .000 0-0 .000 0-0 .000 0-0 0-0.0 0 1 2 0 0 0-0.0
2006-07 237 16-1 18-53 .340 17-50 .340 8-10 .800 3-12 15-0.9 28 9 10 2 11 61-3.8
2007-08 169 15-0 17-45 .378 16-42 .381 4-6 .667 0-10 10-0.7 13 5 3 1 6 54-3.6
Totals 409 33-1 35-98 .357 33-92 .359 12-16 .750 3-22 25-0.8 41 15 15 3 17 115-3.5

VELANDER'S CAREER STATS

the final eight contests. After a slow start 
to the Big 12 slate when he hit just 4-of-18 
from beyond the arc, Velander became a 
dangerous outside threat for the Huskers as 
he knocked down 15 of his final 40 attempts 
from long range. 

Overall, Velander hit 37.5 percent 
(33-of-88) from the floor including a solid 
37.6 percent (32-of-85) from beyond the 
arc. He also connected on 82.6 percent 
(19-of-23) from the free throw line to rank 
among the team leaders in accuracy at 
the stripe. Velander added 19 steals on 
the year, including 10 steals over his last 
five games.

Off the court, Velander was a first-team 
academic All-Big 12 and two-time Big 12 
Commissioner's Honor Roll .

2005-06 
(REDSHIRT FRESHMAN)

Velander suffered a preseason injury to 
his left ankle that required surgery and he 
was relegated to the bench for the majority 
of the campaign. He saw action in just 
two contests for a total of three minutes. 
Velander played his first career game against 

Baylor, and notched his lone assist of the 
season. He also saw two minutes against 
Colorado in the Huskers' victory at home. 

2004-05 (FRESHMAN)
Velander redshirted during his first 

season with the Huskers. 

BEFORE NEBRASKA
Velander was solid on both ends of the 

court as he averaged 16.8 points and 5.3 
rebounds per game at Blacksburg High 
School as a senior. He added 3.0 assists 
and a solid 2.7 steals per contest. A threat 
from outside the arc, Velander hit 41 
percent from 3-point range in 2004. He 
also led the team in free throw percentage 
four straight seasons, including 82 percent 
shooting at the line as a senior. Velander 
was also named the team's defensive player 
of the year.

Velander earned first-team All-Blue Ridge 
Conference honors as a senior under Coach 
Doug Day, and was named to the all-district 
tournament team. He also played in the 
VHSCA All-Star Players Game, where he 
scored 11 points for the West.

A varsity starter all four years, Velander 
averaged more than 10 points per game 
all four seasons. He recorded more than 
1,000 career points and hit better than 40 
percent from 3-point range for his career. 
As a sophomore, Velander led Blacksburg 
to the state title game where it lost by three 
points. He averaged a tournament-best 19.5 
points while hitting 9-of-15 attempts from 
3-point range.

During the club season, Velander played 
for Coach Ron Giddings and the Richmond 
Squires AAU team, and was a member of 
the Southwest Virginians, which was the 
runner-up at the Youth Basketball of America 
national tournament.

In the classroom, Velander was a four-
year honor roll student. He also earned the 
National Scholar-Athlete Award from the U.S. 
Army in 2004. 

PERSONAL
The son of Bill and Paula Velander, 

Paul was born Sept. 14, 1985, and has 
two sisters, Lauren and Claire, and one 
brother, Chris. Paul is a biological sciences 
major at Nebraska. 


