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NUMERICAL ROSTER
No. VL Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Yr. Home town (High School/Last School)

 1  Eshaunte Jones G 6-4 180 Fr. Fort Wayne, Ind. (North Side/Hargrave Military [Va.] Academy)
 2 ** Nick Krenk G 6-0 185 Sr. Nebraska City, Neb. (Nebraska City)
 3  Brandon Richardson G 6-0 190 RFr. Los Angeles, Calif. (Hawthorne)
 4 * Steve Harley G 5-11 180 Sr. Temple Hills, Md. (Marriott/South Plains [Texas] College)
 5 ** Sek Henry G 6-3 200 Jr. Los Angeles, Calif. (Lynwood/Patterson [N.C.] School) 
 11 * Ade Dagunduro G 6-5 200 Sr. Inglewood, Calif. (Inglewood/Antelope Valley CC)
 12  Matt Karn G 6-3 190 Jr. Philpot, Ky. (Ohio County/Shawnee [Ill.] CC)
 13  Ross Ferrarini G 6-2 175 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Westside)
 14  Christopher Niemann C 6-11 265 Fr. Kühlungsborn, Germany (Erdgas Ehingen/Urspringschule)
 15  Alonzo Edwards F 6-7 230 RFr. Houston, Texas (Klein Forest)
 24 * Cookie Miller G 5-7 165 So. Charleston, W. Va. (Capital/Harmony Community [Ohio] School)
 25 *** Paul Velander G 6-2 200 Sr. Blacksburg, Va. (Blacksburg)
 30  Toney McCray G 6-6 205 RFr. Missouri City, Texas (Fort Bend Elkins)
 31  Alex Chapman F 6-9 240 RSo. Canby, Ore. (Canby/Sheridan [Wyo.] College)
 32 ** Chris Balham F 6-8 235 Jr. Kansas City, Kan. (Shawnee Mission West)
 34 * Andrew Wicklund G 6-5 170 So. Colorado Springs, Colo. (Rampart)
 35 ** Ben Nelson F 6-8 230 Jr. Atwater, Minn. (Atwater-Cosmos-Grove City)
 43 * Cole Salomon G 6-5 220 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Millard North/Nebraska-Kearney)
 44 ** Ryan Anderson G 6-4 205 Jr. Seattle, Wash. (Rainier Beach)

ALPHABETICAL ROSTER
No. VL Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Yr. Home town (High School/Last School)

 44 ** Anderson, Ryan G 6-4 205 Jr. Seattle, Wash. (Rainier Beach)
 32 ** Balham, Chris F 6-8 235 Jr. Kansas City, Kan. (Shawnee Mission West)
 31  Chapman, Alex  F 6-9 240 RSo. Canby, Ore. (Canby/Sheridan [Wyo.] College)
 11 * Dagunduro, Ade  G 6-5 200 Sr. Inglewood, Calif. (Inglewood/Antelope Valley CC)
 15  Edwards, Alonzo F 6-7 230 RFr. Houston, Texas (Klein Forest)
 13  Ferrarini, Ross G 6-2 175 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Westside)
 4 * Harley, Steve G 5-11 180 Sr. Temple Hills, Md. (Marriott/South Plains [Texas] College)
 5 ** Henry, Sek G 6-3 200 Jr. Los Angeles, Calif. (Lynwood/Patterson [N.C.] School) 
 1  Jones, Eshaunte G 6-4 180 Fr. Fort Wayne, Ind. (North Side/Hargrave Military [Va.] Academy)
 12  Karn, Matt G 6-3 190 Jr. Philpot, Ky. (Ohio County/Shawnee [Ill.] CC)
 2 ** Krenk, Nick G 6-0 185 Sr. Nebraska City, Neb. (Nebraska City)
 30  McCray, Toney G 6-6 205 RFr. Missouri City, Texas (Fort Bend Elkins)
 24 * Miller, Cookie G 5-7 165 So. Charleston, W. Va. (Capital/Harmony Community [Ohio] School)
 35 ** Nelson, Ben F 6-8 230 Jr. Atwater, Minn. (Atwater-Cosmos-Grove City)
 14  Niemann, Christopher C 6-11 265 Fr. Kühlungsborn, Germany (Erdgas Ehingen/Urspringschule)
 3  Richardson, Brandon G 6-0 190 RFr. Los Angeles, Calif. (Hawthorne)
 43 * Salomon, Cole G 6-5 220 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Millard North/Nebraska-Kearney)
 25 *** Velander, Paul G 6-2 200 Sr. Blacksburg, Va. (Blacksburg)
 34 * Wicklund, Andrew G 6-5 170 So. Colorado Springs, Colo. (Rampart)

2008-09 Nebraska Roster

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE
Chris Balham .........................................BAHL-um
Ade Dagunduro ..............ah-deh DAH-gun-der-oh
Ross Ferrarini ........................... FAIR-ruh-ree-nee
Eshaunte Jones ................................ E-shawn-tay
Christopher Niemann ............................NEE-man
Paul Velander ....................................VUH-land-er

COACHES AND STAFF
Head Coach: Doc Sadler (Arkansas, 1982)

 37-27 in two seasons at Nebraska
85-45 in four seasons as Division I head coach
205-84 career record in nine seasons as head coach

Assistant Coaches: Philip Mathews (UC Irvine, 1970), David Anwar (Fitchburg College, 1998), Walter Roese (BYU-Hawaii, 1994)  
Director of Operations: Chris Croft Video Coordinator: Jim Shaw Basketball Strength Coach: Rusty Ruffcorn
Equipment Manager: Pat Norris Team Manager/Player Development: Bill Shaw Graduate Athletic Trainer: R.J. Pietig
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ROSTER BY STATE/COUNTRY
California (3): Ade Dagunduro, Sek Henry, Brandon Richardson
Nebraska (3): Ross Ferrarini, Nick Krenk, Cole Salomon
Texas (2): Alonzo Edwards, Toney McCray
Colorado: Andrew Wicklund
Indiana: Eshaunte Jones
Kansas: Chris Balham
Kentucky: Matt Karn
Maryland: Steve Harley
Minnesota: Ben Nelson
Oregon: Alex Chapman
Virginia: Paul Velander
Washington: Ryan Anderson
West Virginia: Cookie Miller
Germany: Christopher Niemann

ROSTER BY CLASS
Seniors (4)
 Ade Dagunduro, Steve Harley, 
 Nick Krenk, Paul Velander
Juniors (6)
 Ryan Anderson, Chris Balham, Sek Henry, 
 Matt Karn, Ben Nelson, Cole Salomon
Sophomores (3)
 Alex Chapman (R), Cookie Miller, 
 Andrew Wicklund
Freshmen (6)
 Alonzo Edwards (R), Ross Ferrarini, Eshaunte Jones, 
 Toney McCray (R), Christopher Niemann, 
 Brandon Richardson (R)
(R) -- redshirted during 2007-08 season

Roster Breakdown
LETTERMEN RETURNING     
   (2007-08 statistics)
Name, Yr., Pos.  Exp. G-GS MP-Avg. FG-FGA (FG%) 3FG-3FGA (3FG%) FT-FTA (FT%) Reb.-Avg. A B S TP-Avg.
*Steve Harley, Sr., G 1 VL 32-20 843-26.3 105-247 (.425) 20-49 (.408) 61-86 (.709) 82-2.6 47 3 34 291-9.1
*Ade Dagunduro, Sr., G 1 VL 33-32 743-22.5 110-224 (.491) 16-44 (.364) 57-94 (.606) 118-3.6 55 11 30 293-8.9
*Ryan Anderson, Jr., G 2 VL 33-33 980-29.7 98-232 (.422) 50-136 (.368) 32-40 (.800) 176-5.3 57 1 47 278-8.4
*Cookie Miller, So., G 1 VL 30-24 798-26.6 63-164 (.384) 16-65 (.246) 40-59 (.678) 62-2.1 109 1 58 182-6.1
Sek Henry, Jr., G 2 VL 33-19 762-23.1 69-175 (.394) 20-73 (.274) 36-58 (.621) 114-3.5 49 4 29 194-5.9
Paul Velander, Sr., G 3 VL 31-0 378-12.2 38-101 (.376) 36-94 (.383) 18-22 (.818) 21-0.7 20 2 14 130-4.2
Chris Balham, Jr., F 2 VL 32-0 252-7.9 31-45 (.689) 0-0 (.000) 18-27 (.667) 49-1.5 6 6 3 80-2.5
Ben Nelson, Jr., F 2 VL 9-0 30-3.3 3-7 (.429) 0-0 (.000) 2-3 (.667) 4-0.4 1 1 0 8-0.9 
Nick Krenk, Sr., G 2 VL 10-0 39-3.9 3-7 (.429) 2-5 (.400) 0-0 (.000) 4-0.4 3 0 1 8-0.8
Cole Salomon, Jr., G 1 VL 20-0 82-4.1 4-11 (.364) 2-6 (.333) 0-0 (.000) 9-0.5 4 3 0 10-0.5
Andrew Wicklund, So., G 1 VL 8-0 24-3.0 2-5 (.400) 0-2 (.000) 0-0 (.000) 3-0.4 1 0 1 4-0.5
*–started at least 60 percent of team games in 2007-08       

LETTERMEN LOST
    (2007-08 statistics)
Name, Yr., Pos.  Exp. G-GS MP-Avg. FG-FGA (FG%) 3FG-3FGA (3FG%) FT-FTA (FT%) Reb.-Avg. A B S TP-Avg.
$Aleks Maric, Sr., C 4 VL 33-33 968-29.3 191-332 (.575) 1-6 (.167) 136-207 (.657) 335-10.2 64 57 44 519-15.7
Jay-R Strowbridge, So., G 2 VL 32-4 595-18.6 49-135 (.363) 25-68 (.368) 32-40 (.800) 48-1.5 52 0 11 155-4.8
Shang Ping, Jr., F 1 VL 21-0 207-9.9 24-44 (.545) 2-7 (.286) 12-31 (.387) 30-1.4 7 7 5 62-3.0
$–completed eligibility 

2007-08 SCHOLARSHIP REDSHIRTS 
Name, Yr., Pos. Exp. Ht. Wt. Hometown (Last School) Career Stats/Highlights
Alex Chapman, RSo., F JC 6-9 240 Canby, Ore.  • Averaged 9.8 ppg and team-high 6.6 rpg as freshman in 2006-07 at Sheridan College; 
     (Sheridan [Wyo.] College)  led team in 3-pt. pct.; has three years remaining to play three at Nebraska
Alonzo Edwards, RFr., F HS 6-7 230 Houston, Texas • Averaged 17 ppg as a senior in 2006-07; 18 ppg and 12 rpg as junior; 
     (Klein Forest)  ranked among the top 25 players in state, and top 10 in Houston
Toney McCray, RFr., G HS 6-6 205 Missouri City, Texas  • Ranked among top 10 players in Houston by two recruiting services;    
     (Fort Bend Elkins)  averaged 16 ppg and six rpg for district champions as senior in 2006-07
Brandon Richardson, RFr., G HS 6-0 190 Los Angeles, Calif.  • Averaged 20.4 ppg and 7.0 rpg as senior in 2006-07; 22.5 ppg and 5.5 rpg as junior;
     (Hawthorne)  first-team all-state by the coaches association last two seasons of high school

2008-09 SCHOLARSHIP NEWCOMERS
Name, Yr., Pos. Exp. Ht. Wt. Hometown (Last School) Career Stats/Highlights
Eshaunte Jones, Fr., G HS 6-4 180 Fort Wayne, Ind.  • Averaged about 15 ppg over first 12 contests of year before injury;
     (Hargrave Military [Va.] Academy)  Helped Hargrave to 12-0 start before it won Prep National title
Christopher Niemann, Fr., C HS 6-11 265 Kuhlungsborn, Germany • Led team to second straight title in German NBBL, under-19 league in 2007-08
     (Erdgas Ehingen/Urspringschule)

Ade Dagunduro (left), Ryan Anderson (top middle) and Cookie Miller (top right) combined for 135 steals last season with Miller leading the way 
with 57. Miller's 1.9 steals per game ranked fourth in the Big 12 Conference. 
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Expectations may change with the calendar, but 
the goal for Doc Sadler’s squad is always the same: 
compete hard every game, every practice, every time 
a player or coach steps on the court. Sadler has said 
it since he first ventured onto the campus in Lincoln a 
little more than two years ago, and he has lived by that 
credo each day since. 

It becomes more obvious by the week that Sadler’s 
example has taken hold within the Nebraska program 
– not only in the locker room, but also on the practice 
court and in the weight room. The result of embracing 
his system is that the Huskers will ride a wave of 
momentum into the 2008-09 season. 

The momentum does not come just from the 
increased publicity or the growing fan base in the 
Devaney Center. It comes from the belief in playing 
together as one unit, in leaving every ounce of energy 
on the court and in the will to succeed no matter the 
sacrifice. 

The momentum comes from winning.
“I think now we’ve got kids that are tougher, who 

can handle the toughness that we demand,” Sadler 
said of the differences in the program since he took the 
reins. “There are some programs that are based more 
on execution, and they’ve been very successful, too. 
But that’s not my style. My style is to teach and coach 
toughness, and I think now we’ve got kids who can fit 

totals that ranked among the best in nearly a half 
century in Lincoln. 

The way those solid achievements came about 
added to the momentum Nebraska carries into this 
season.

Following a rough start in league play last year, the 
Huskers showed a firm belief in Sadler’s approach 
and quickly turned things around to become one of 
the hottest teams in the league in the second half. 
Nebraska won seven of its last 12 league games 
including a pair of victories over nationally ranked 
squads. Of the losses, one was in overtime and another 
came by just four points on the road against the No. 9 
team in the country. 

NU rode the hot streak into the Big 12 Championship, 
where the Huskers won a game and proved to be a 
stern test for eventual national champion Kansas. 
Nebraska also picked up a victory in the NIT and fought 
on the road against a tough SEC opponent until the last 
seconds of the season ticked away. 

The experiences helped Nebraska add another 
building block to the foundation Sadler feels is 
necessary to place the Huskers into the upper echelon 
of the Big 12 every year. And they raised expectations 
for Sadler’s third year on the sideline, as Nebraska 
looks to take another step toward reaching the NCAA 
Tournament.  

Gaining Momentum

that type of system. They are starting to understand 
what we expect of them and are seeing how it will 
benefit them.”

The record of success following Sadler’s simple 
philosophy has been nothing short of impressive. Over 
the past four years in Division I schools, Sadler-coached 
teams have posted four straight winning seasons and 
earned three postseason bids, including Nebraska’s 
21st postseason appearance in history in 2008.

Last year’s squad was just the 12th in 112 years of 
Nebraska basketball to win 20 games, adding to the 
momentum. While wins are the only defining statistic 
Sadler cares about, he will not settle for putting a limit 
on how high the Huskers can go. 

“We’re not going to talk about a certain number of 
wins this year. We’re going to talk about being a team 
that practices hard every day and competes and gets 
better,” Sadler said. “We hope to continue to improve 
and build on what we did last year.” 

For their recent success, Sadler’s teams have 
earned praise from fans, media and from within the 
coaching fraternity. There is now an expectation about 
the tenacity the Huskers will show on defense every 
night and how well-prepared they will be for every 
opponent. Nebraska lived up to the billing as it ended 
last season ranked in the top 20 nationally in scoring 
defense and field-goal percentage defense, posting 

Expectations are on the rise in Lincoln as third-year coach Doc Sadler has the 
Huskers riding a wave of momentum following a 20-win campaign and postseason 
berth in 2008. This season, Nebraska returns 11 letterwinners including four starters 
and looks to take another step toward the top of the Big 12 Conference.

Ade Dagunduro, Paul Velander and Cookie Miller return in 2008-09 after helping Nebraska rank first in the Big 12 and 18th nationally in scoring defense last year.
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 “I think after you experience something for the first 
time, the second time, it’s not necessarily easier, but 
expectations go up for you,” Sadler said of carrying 
over momentum to this season. “Expectations are 
good. We have high expectations for this team. And 
now we can draw on the success we had down the 
stretch last year.”

Eleven letterwinners return for the Huskers this 
winter as they look to earn an NCAA Tournament berth 
for the first time since 1998. Among the veterans are 
five players who started at least 19 games a year 
ago. The depth of the team will come from redshirt 
freshmen and newcomers who have never played 
a collegiate game, but the Huskers will still have the 
luxury of experience on their side for the first time 
under Sadler. 

The veterans will need to lean heavily on their 
experiences from last year as they help Sadler continue 
moving the program up in the standings. 

“I think last year was another step in getting us to 
where we want to be year in and year out, which is in 
the NCAA Tournament,” Sadler said. “But that was last 
year. We don’t want to be a team that just improves 
and gets to a certain level and stays there. We want 
to continue to improve all the time, every day. And 
having that many guys back is only going to help us 
move forward.”

Every returning Husker understands winning at the 
collegiate level, as evidenced by Nebraska’s 19 wins in 
2005-06, 17 in 2006-07 and 20 last year. That winning 
mentality is something Sadler has said from the start 
is important to build a successful program. His recruits 
have come from winning high school backgrounds 
and now that the players in the program have tasted 
success at this level, holding onto that and moving up 
in the Big 12 standings will take more focus.

The difference, Sadler hopes, is that momentum 

leading rebounder in Nebraska history with 1,030 
boards. Last year alone, he posted 335 rebounds to 
tie the Nebraska single-season record as he averaged 
more than 10 rebounds per game. Nebraska’s returning 
players combined to average 21.8 boards per contest 
last year with only three players averaging more than 
three per game.  

“Rebounding is going to be big for our team this 
year,” Sadler said. “It’s not an overly big team, but I 
do think it is an athletic team. And we do have some 
guards who have some size. One thing about having 
some bigger guards, a lot of times when they were in 
high school, they were depended on to rebound. So it’s 
not like it’s totally new to them. Hopefully they’ll carry 
that on this year.”

The change in tempo without Maric in the lineup 
could be a benefit for the smaller-sized Huskers. 

Sadler pointed out at his hiring press conference 
in 2006 that he liked his teams to play baseline-to-
baseline. He will not hesitate to let the players run on 
offense, and he will employ his typical man-to-man 
defense, picking up and pressuring the ball for 94 feet 
when the situation dictates. Fans may see more of that 
this year with the personnel Sadler has at his disposal, 
although it may not be a significant shift from what the 
Huskers have done before.

While he has a veteran team that has been through 
the rigors of a Big 12 Conference season and played 
in some of the toughest road venues anywhere, Sadler 
knows he can only rely on defense to win so many 
games. Players need to be able to make plays, he likes 
to say. Even without Maric, he is comfortable that this 
year’s squad will always have someone on the floor 
who can carry the load. 

“It always comes back to scoring points,” Sadler 
said. “We led the league last year in defense, but you 
have to be able to score also. 

“I do think that the guys who are on the floor, they 
are players we feel are capable of scoring points. That’s 
always a comforting feeling to be able to sit over there 
on the bench and know that there’s not just one guy 
out there who can put the ball in the hole, but several. I 

this year’s squad is carrying over from 
a year ago and all the intangibles that 
come with it. 

“After winning some games last 
year, the players’ expectations 
become bigger,” Sadler said. “You 
can talk about things, but until you 
experience them, you don’t really 
understand what it’s all about, what 
it takes to get where you want to go. 

“I think this team understands, 
each player understands that they 
not only had some good wins down 
the stretch last year, but they also 
played some teams extremely well at 
the end that we had not played very 
closely against earlier in the season. 
Even though we didn’t ultimately win, 
we probably left the game feeling 
better about ourselves. 

“That experience and maturity, 
those are things people talk about 
with teams that find success. That’s 
why they are important, and we have 
some of that.”

  The experience of Nebraska 
winning so many games recently 
– no Husker coach has won 

more games in his first two years than Sadler’s teams 
-- provides a base for the Huskers to utilize as they try 
to build a cohesive group that will look significantly 
different than last season. 

Finding its identity early in the season will be a key 
for the Huskers, who will be playing for the first time in 
four years without a dominant figure in the paint. How 
Sadler and his staff handle the squad as it redefines 
itself without Aleks Maric’s scoring and rebounding 
will play a large part in NU’s ability to continue building 
momentum this season. 

Maric, a 6-11, 265-pounder, improved himself every 
year and finished his distinguished career as the fifth-
leading scorer in Nebraska history with 1,630 points. He 
averaged 18.5 and 15.7 points per game, respectively, 
in his junior and senior campaigns, leading NU both 
years. He was the only Husker to average double 
figures last season. 

While his presence will be sorely missed, do not 
assume that Sadler will change expectations of what 
his players should be doing on the court just because 
the Huskers won’t have anyone taller than 6-9 on the 
floor this season.

“For us to be good, we’re going to have to have 
some people inside who are going to play well, whoever 
it may be,” Sadler said. “I don’t think that we are going 
to talk about individuals or positions. It’s whoever is 
on the floor. The five guys who are out there have to 
pick everything up. But they’re also going to be able 
to do a lot of things that Aleks could not do. We’ll try 
to coach and put guys in positions where they can be 
successful.” 

Sadler’s record indicates that he understands 
how to do just that. But the biggest challenge he will 
face is a daunting one -- finding a way to replace the 
rebounding Maric provided so steadily for four years. 

Maric finished his career as the second all-time Steve Harley is the Huskers' top returning scorer from 2007-08.

Ryan Anderson returns as Nebraska's top 3-point shooter with 98 career treys. 
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think shooting could be a strength of this team.” 
Nebraska’s most effective offensive team could 

rely heavily on the play of the guards. The Huskers will 
have one of the deepest guard rotations in the league 
this season, with 14 players on the roster listed at 
6-6 or under. While Sadler wants a point guard to run 
the offense and a post player to rebound and defend 
in the paint, he expects the other three positions to 
be interchangeable. The versatility of the players on 
Husker roster offers just that flexibility this winter. 

Leading the way will be seniors Ade Dagunduro and 
Steve Harley, a pair of junior college transfers who 
were named to the Big 12 All-Newcomer Team last 
year. Each suffered the typical ups and downs of a 
first year at Division I, but they flourished at the end 
of the season and look to carry the offensive load for 
Nebraska in 2008-09. 

“I’ve always been told and experienced that it does 
take time for guys who come in from junior colleges to 
adjust,” Sadler said. “I don’t think that was an exception 
with Steve and Ade. Even though I thought they played 
well at times, the consistency wasn’t there. 

“But the last 12 games of the year, when we did 
have success, I think it’s because those guys were 
probably playing at a lot higher level of consistency. I 
believe that they should start out at that level this year 
and also continue to improve this year.” 

Dagunduro is the most athletic player on the team 
and is looked to as one of the Huskers’ top lock-down 
man-to-man defenders. He was one of the most well-
rounded players a year ago when he hit 49.1 percent 
from the field and averaged 8.9 points, 3.6 rebounds, 
1.7 assists and 0.9 steals while starting 32 games. 

“Ade has maturity and a good work ethic,” Sadler 
said. “He can defend the other team’s best perimeter 

player, and we will need him to bring a more consistent 
offensive effort this year." 

Harley was the offensive catalyst at the end of last 
season, averaging more than 12 points per game on 
50.5 percent shooting over the final 10 contests. He 
was also one of four players with at least 45 assists 
and 30 steals on the year. 

“Steve can score and he’s probably in the best 
shape of his life,” Sadler said. “He understands this 
is his senior year and what he needs to do to find 
success.”

Another senior, Paul Velander, has been a key 
contributor off the bench the past two seasons and is 
a veteran presence who brings energy, toughness and 
an aggressive defensive mentality every day. He is also 
one of the most accurate 3-point shooters in school 
history, ranking ninth on the career chart by hitting 
38.0 percent from long range. 

The senior class is not alone in returning significant 
experience as junior guards Ryan Anderson and Sek 
Henry have combined to start 95 games and play 
more than 3,100 minutes in Sadler’s first two years at 
Nebraska. Each covers a different facet of the Husker 
offense, as Henry is a strong slasher who can get to the 
rim while Anderson is a deadly threat from beyond the 
arc. Anderson enters 2008 needing just five 3-pointers 
to move into the Husker career top 10.

“Sek has gained confidence, maturity. He plays 
multiple positions and now understands better how 
to play the game,” Sadler said. “With Ryan, there’s 
competitiveness. His will to win is his greatest 
strength.” 

Henry has been versatile in working on the wing 
as well as starting games at point guard. He will be 
one of two Huskers this year, along with sophomore 

Cookie Miller, who have logged extended minutes at 
the point. Miller is an ultra-quick and explosive athlete 
with exceptional ball-handling skills. He was the only 
freshman in the Big 12 to rank in the top 10 in assists, 
assist-to-turnover ratio and steals in 2007-08. 

A pair of redshirt freshmen -- Toney McCray and 
Brandon Richardson -- will also get into the mix in the 
backcourt this season. McCray has shown a knack for 
getting to the basket and could be an important asset 
on defense, while Richardson has gained strength, 
poise and a better understanding of the speed of the 
game over the past year. 

Another newcomer, true freshman Eshaunte Jones, 
could also compete for minutes after a highly successful 
high school and prep career.  Walk-ons Nick Krenk, Cole 
Salomon, Andrew Wicklund, Matt Karn and Ross Ferrarini 
will fight for minutes and likely provide the backbone 
for the scout team. 

While guard play is always important in the schemes 
Sadler employs on both ends of the court, an untested 
front court will be the focus of fans and media alike this 
winter. The Huskers return just one scholarship player 
over 6-6 and will rely heavily on a pair of redshirts to 
balance an area Sadler feels could determine whether 
NU ultimately finds success.

“I think the thing that separates good teams from 
the elite teams is inside play,” Sadler said. “I think we 
can have a good team, we can be successful. But we’re 
going to still need to have some improved play from 
Chris Balham and Alonzo Edwards and guys like that. 

“At the same time, I also think you can compare 
it to football. Everyone used to think you had to run 
the ball 60 times a game and pass six or seven times 
to be successful. But I think people have found some 
different ways to compete. That’s what we’re going to 
have to do this year in basketball. We don’t have the 
big guy (Maric), so we’re going to have to find some 
different ways to make it difficult for other teams. 
That’s the challenge we as coaches will have.”

Nebraska may not have Maric, but the players who 
learned from him the past few years are eager to spread 
their wings while continuing the momentum he helped 
create. Junior Chris Balham and redshirt freshman 
Alonzo Edwards will provide a physical presence up 
front. Balham has improved steadily the past two years 
and hopes to be an effective rebounder and defender 
despite having chronically bad knees that have limited 
his playing time. Edwards is an unproven talent who 
could see significant minutes as Sadler believes 
Edwards will continue to improve with experience. 

Adding to the mix will be redshirt sophomore Alex 
Chapman, who can create offensive mismatches with 
his ability to step outside the 3-point line. Chapman has 
added more than 30 pounds to his frame in the past 
year to help add to his time in rotation in the paint. 

Walk-on Ben Nelson could also see time in the 
rotation up front after gaining weight and confidence 
over the course of the past two seasons. He will provide 
depth in practice and will be joined by scholarship 
newcomer Christopher Niemann, a 6-11, 265-pounder 
from Germany. Niemann is ineligible to play this year 
because of an NCAA ruling but Sadler expects him to 
use the year to prepare for next season when Niemann 
will have a chance for significant playing time because 
of his solid offensive game and work ethic.

Chris Balham and Sek Henry will be counted on to provide valuable minutes on both ends of the floor this season.
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EXPERIENCE IN NUMBERS

Last year, Nebraska entered the season with one of 
the least experienced rosters in the country. Only five 
scholarship players returned from the previous season 
and only one of those five had more than a year's 
experience at Division I. Nebraska was the only BCS 
school in the country that returned only one player with 
at least two years of Division I experience. 

Lack of experience will not be the case in 2008-09 
as Nebraska returns nearly its whole lineup from last 
year's 20-win squad. 

The Huskers have 11 returning letterwinners from 
last year while losing three. One of the three – all-
conference center Aleks Maric – will be sorely missed, 
but Nebraska returns starters at every other position 
as it tries to make a run at the Huskers' first NCAA 
Tournament bid in more than a decade. 

Nebraska's returning players accounted for 73 
percent of the minutes played last year and made 
128 starts. In their cumulative careers, this season's 
returning players have started 172 games over the past 
three years. 

DAGUNDURO, HARLEY SET TO LEAD
Guards Ade Dagunduro and Steve Harley will look 

to lead Nebraska to its second consecutive postseason 
appearance in their senior seasons. 

The pair came from the junior college ranks, and 
while it took some time to adjust to the Division I level 
of play, each finished the 2007-08 campaign on a high 
note, setting the tone for the upcoming season. Both 
Dagunduro and Harley were named to the Big 12 All-
Newcomer Team by the league's sportswriters for their 
play at the end of the season.

Dagunduro struggled in the early part of league play 
but stepped up down the stretch, helping Nebraska to 
a 7-5 record in the final 12 Big 12 contests. During that 
period when the Huskers' had the third-best record in 
the league, Dagunduro averaged 6.6 points per game 
while hitting 47.0 percent from the field. His offensive 
output was improved but still modest, yet his defensive 
intensity was turned up several notches as he was one 
of the Huskers' best man-to-man defenders. He helped 
Nebraska lead the league in scoring defense and field-
goal percentage defense. 

Over the final 12 league games and the postseason, 
Harley assumed a lead role in the Husker offense, 
ranking second on the team with 11.0 points per game 
while hitting 45 percent from the floor including nearly 
43 percent from 3-point range. He also shot better than 
78 percent from the charity stripe in that stretch. 

ANDERSON NEARING RECORD BOOK
Guard Ryan Anderson may be undersized to play the 

4 (he stands 6-4), but he is one of the biggest players 
on the court when he steps outside the 3-point line. 

Anderson has made a living with the long ball in 
Lincoln, hitting 98 treys in his first two years. He ranked 
second on the NU freshman list with 48 3-pointers in 
2006-07 and last year posted 50 treys to rank third on 
the Huskers' sophomore chart. Only Nebraska's all-time 
3-point leader, Cary Cochran, has made more shots from 

outside the arc by the end of his sophomore season, as 
Cochran had 101 through two years. Anderson became 
the only Husker ever to post at least 48 treys in each of 
his first two years at NU. 

This season, Anderson needs just five 3-pointers to 
tie Chris Cresswell for 10th on the NU career list. By 
hitting his average of 49 3-pointers this year, Anderson 
would move into sixth place on the chart and put himself 
in position to become just the third Husker in history 
with at least 200 3-pointers, joining Cochran (268) and 
Eric Piatkowski (202). 

VELANDER SHOWS ACCURACY
Ryan Anderson is not the only 3-point ace for the 

Huskers as senior guard Paul Velander has proven to 
be one of the most accurate long-range shooters in 
Nebraska history. 

The only fifth-year player for the Huskers this season, 
Velander enters his final year ranked ninth in NU history 
for 3-point field-goal percentage at 38.0 percent (68-of-
179) from beyond the arc in his career. With another 
year similar to the last two (36 and 32 3-pointers, 
respectively), Velander will have a shot to reach the NU 
career top 10 in 3-pointers made. 

MILLER READY TO ROLL
Cookie Miller was the only true freshman to play 

for the Huskers last year when he posted near-record 
numbers for assists (109) and steals (58). This year, he 
will look to take it a step higher as he is one of the top 
returning point guards in the Big 12 Conference. 

In a stellar debut season, Miller ranked sixth in the 
league for assists per game (3.6) last year and was the 
only freshman to rank in the top 10 for assist-to-turnover 
ratio (1.7). He also ranked fourth in the conference for 
steals per game (1.93), including owning the top spot 
with 2.0 steals per game in Big 12-only contests. 

Former Husker great Cookie Belcher owns the 
Nebraska freshman record for steals with 87 and holds 
the NU and Big 12 Conference record with 253 steals 
in his career. Miller could not catch Belcher's rookie 
record, but he will try to join Belcher and Erick Strickland 
as the only Huskers with at least 100 steals at the end 
of their sophomore seasons. Belcher had 162 in his first 
two years while Strickland posted 107. 

ADDING TALENT
Coach Doc Sadler said from early on in his tenure that 

he would continue to add talented and athletic players 
to the roster, and his first two scholarship classes have 
done just that. Nebraska signed eight players last year 
and added two more for the 2008-09 season.

Among the eight last year, four redshirted and will 
make their debut in 2008-09, including Alex Chapman, 
Alonzo Edwards, Toney McCray and Brandon Richardson. 
Among the four who did not redshirt, three – Steve 
Harley, Ade Dagunduro and Cookie Miller – played 
significant roles as they combined to make 76 starts 
last year. Harley (9.1 ppg, 20 starts) and Dagunduro 
(8.9 ppg, 32 starts) ranked second and third on the 
team in scoring, while Miller led the squad in assists 
(109, 3.6 apg) and steals (58, 1.9 spg). 

This year's newcomers include freshmen Eshaunte 
Jones and Christopher Niemann. Jones is athletic and  
possesses a tremendous basketball IQ, but following 
Sadler's philosophy to build the program through 
redshirting young players, Jones could sit out the 
season as the Huskers already have significant depth 
in the backcourt. Niemann will definitely not play in 
2008-09 as he must sit out under an NCAA ruling.

Jones, a native of Fort Wayne, Ind., played last 
season at Hargrave Military Academy where he 
averaged 15 points per game over the first 12 games 
before suffering a season-ending injury. Jones was also 
a first-team all-state player as a senior in Indiana.

Niemann came to Nebraska from Germany and will 
be the fourth foreign-born player to compete at NU 
under Sadler. He is expected to provide an offensive 
force in the paint for the Huskers.

BY THE NUMBERS
Starters Returning/Lost ....................................................4/1
Lettermen Returning/Lost ............................................. 11/3
Percentage of scoring ........................... 66.8 (1,478/2,214)
Percentage of rebounds ...........................63.5 (718/1,131)
Percentage of field goals .............................66.6 (526/790)
Percentage of 3-point FG .............................85.3 (162/190)
Percentage of free throws ...........................59.5 (264/444)
Percentage of assists ..................................74.1 (352/475)
Percentage of steals ....................................78.3 (217/277)
Percentage of blocks ........................................33.3 (32/96)
Percentage of minutes ......................... 73.4 (4,930/6,700)
NOTE: All statistics based on returning player stats and percentage of overall 
team totals from 2007-08

RE TURN ING LEAD ERS
Points ..................................Ade Dagunduro – 293 (8.9 ppg)
Points Per Game .....................Steve Harley – 9.1 (291 pts.)
Field Goals ..........................................Ade Dagunduro – 110
Field Goals Attempted ............................Steve Harley – 247
Rebounds ............................ Ryan Anderson – 176 (5.3 rpg)
3-Pointers ..............................................Ryan Anderson – 50
3-Pointers Attempted ..........................Ryan Anderson – 136
Free Throws ............................................... Steve Harley – 61
Free Throws Attempted ....................... Ade Dagunduro – 94
Assists .....................................Cookie Miller – 109 (3.6 apg)
Steals ........................................ Cookie Miller – 58 (1.9 spg)
Blocks ...................................Ade Dagunduro – 11 (0.3 bpg)
Minutes ............................Ryan Anderson – 980 (29.7 mpg)

This season Ryan Anderson will shoot for a spot on the Nebraska 
career list for 3-pointers.  He enters the year with 98 career treys, 
just five from 10th place.
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2008-09 SCHEDULE NOTES
• Nebraska faces a rugged schedule as it will play 13 of its 29 regular-season games 
against teams that reached the 2008 postseason. Among the Huskers' opponents 
that reached last year's NCAA Tournament were: NCAA champion Kansas (twice), 
Elite Eight participant Texas, NCAA second-round qualifiers Kansas State (twice) and 
Texas A&M along with NCAA qualifiers Baylor, Oklahoma and UMBC. NU will also face 
Arizona State, Creighton, Alabama State and Oklahoma State, all of which played in 
the postseason NIT.

• The Huskers are set to play 18 regular-season games at the Bob Devaney Sports 
Center for the second straight season. Last year, the Huskers went 15-3 in the building 
with the only losses coming to eventual national champion Kansas and NCAA qualifier 
Baylor, along with an overtime setback to Missouri. 

•Nebraska played its 500th game in the Bob Devaney Sports Center last season and 
will be gunning for its 400th win in building history in 2008-09. The Huskers enter 
the season with a 384-121 record in 32 seasons at the Devaney Center, good for an 
impressive .760 winning percentage. 

• The Cornhuskers will play only one exhibition game for the first time since 1988. NU 
will also have a closed scrimmage with Marquette before the season starts.

2008-09 Nebraska Schedule

• Nebraska will look to keep an outstanding home winning streak alive in 2008-09 
as the Huskers' look for their 33rd straight winning season at the Bob Devaney Sports 
Center. The Huskers have never had a losing season in the Devaney Center since the 
building opened for the 1976-77 campaign. 

• The Huskers will play three true road games during the non-conference slate, facing 
Arizona State in the Big 12/Pac-10 Hardwood Series along with Oregon State and TCU. 
It will be the sixth time in the Big 12 era that the Huskers have played at least three 
true road games in non-league action and the first time since 2004-05 when Nebraska 
played at UAB, Marquette and Tennessee. 

• The Huskers will be seen on television within the state at least 24 times during the 
season, including every road game for the second straight year. Every conference road 
game will be televised for the third consecutive season. The Huskers have averaged 
more than 13 televised contests (national, regional and local) each of the past seven 
years.

• Nebraska will be seen nationally at least eight times this season on ESPN, ESPN2, 
ESPNU, FSN and CBS College Sports. More than 10 additional games will also be 
available around the country on satellite.

Date Opponent Location TV Time Series Results / Last meeting
Friday, Nov. 7 Chadron State (exh.) Devaney Center  7 p.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 16 San Jose State Devaney Center  2 p.m. Series tied 2-2 / 1988-89
Wednesday, Nov. 19 at TCU Fort Worth, Texas CBS College Sports 7 p.m. NU leads 3-2 / 1998-99
Saturday, Nov. 22 Arkansas-Pine Bluff Devaney Center  1 p.m. NU leads 2-0 / 2006-07
Tuesday, Nov. 25 Saint Louis Devaney Center Fox Sports Midwest 7 p.m. Series tied 3-3 / 1990-91
Saturday, Nov. 29 Creighton  Devaney Center Fox Sports Midwest 7 p.m. NU leads 23-18 / 2007-08
Wednesday, Dec. 3 Alabama State  Devaney Center Fox Sports Midwest 7 p.m. First meeting
Sunday, Dec. 7 at Arizona State  Tempe, Ariz. FSN 1 p.m. Series tied 3-3 / 2007-08
Saturday, Dec. 13 at Oregon State Corvallis, Ore. Fox Sports Midwest 7 p.m. OSU leads 5-3 / 1996-97
Saturday, Dec. 20 IPFW Devaney Center  7 p.m. NU leads 2-0 / 2007-08
Tuesday, Dec. 23 UMBC  Devaney Center Fox Sports Midwest 7 p.m. NU leads 1-0 / 1988-89
Tuesday, Dec. 30 South Carolina State Devaney Center  7 p.m. First meeting
Saturday, Jan. 3 Maryland Eastern Shore Devaney Center  2 p.m. NU leads 1-0 / 2007-08
Monday, Jan. 5 Florida A&M Devaney Center  7 p.m. NU leads 1-0 / 1993-94
Saturday, Jan. 10 Missouri Devaney Center ESPN2 1 p.m. MU leads 122-90 / 2007-08
Wednesday, Jan. 14 at Iowa State Ames, Iowa Fox Sports Midwest 7 p.m. NU leads 129-99 / 2007-08
Saturday, Jan. 17 Kansas State  Devaney Center Big 12 Network 5 p.m. KSU leads 122-92 / 2007-08
Wednesday, Jan. 21 at Oklahoma  Norman, Okla. ESPNU 8 p.m. OU leads 103-81 / 2007-08
Saturday, Jan. 24 Oklahoma State  Devaney Center  Big 12 Network 3 p.m. NU leads 62-51 / 2007-08
Wednesday, Jan. 28 Kansas  Devaney Center  ESPN2 6:30 p.m. KU leads 164-71 / 2007-08
Saturday, Jan. 31 at Texas Tech Lubbock, Texas Big 12 Network 7 p.m. NU leads 14-9 / 2007-08
Wednesday, Feb. 4 at Colorado Boulder, Colo. Fox Sports Midwest 9:30 p.m. NU leads 74-68 / 2007-08
Saturday, Feb. 7 Texas  Devaney Center  ESPN 1 p.m. UT leads 15-4 / 2007-08
Saturday, Feb. 14 at Missouri Columbia, Mo. Big 12 Network 12:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 18 Colorado Devaney Center  ESPNU 8 p.m.
Saturday, Feb. 21 at Kansas  Lawrence, Kan. Big 12 Network 3 p.m.
Tuesday, Feb. 24 Texas A&M  Devaney Center  ESPN2 8:30 p.m. NU leads 11-5 / 2007-08
Saturday, Feb. 28 at Kansas State  Manhattan, Kan. Big 12 Network 7 p.m.
Wednesday, March 4 Iowa State Devaney Center Fox Sports Midwest 6:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 7 at Baylor  Waco, Texas Big 12 Network 3 p.m. NU leads 11-7 / 2007-08
Wed.-Sat., March 11-14 at Big 12 Championship Oklahoma City, Okla. Big 12 Network TBA
Schedule as of Oct. 14, 2008. All times are Central. Date, time and television are subject to change. Check Huskers.com for the most up-to-date information on Nebraska men's basketball.




