
Tradition, Teamwork, Integrity. These are the core values of the Husker 
Nation and the principles of champions. Steve Pederson was named his 
alma mater's 12th athletic director on Dec. 20, 2002, and quickly established 
these ideals as the driving force to guide Nebraska back to the pinnacle of 
collegiate athletics. 

Pederson's first priority was improving Nebraska's facilities, an important 
step in providing the Huskers with another way to attract the best student-
athletes in the country. In November of 2003, Pederson announced 
the Husker Nation Championship Drive, a $50 million fund-raising 
project to support the creation of the Tom and Nancy Osborne Athletic 
Complex, which opened in August 2006. The project includes the Hawks 
Championship Center and new outdoor practice fields to benefit each of 
NU's 23 varsity programs, along with an expansion of Memorial Stadium 
that lifted capacity above 80,000 for the first time in history. 

Pederson's vision has made the Osborne Athletic Complex the showcase 
piece of the project. The complex benefits all Nebraska student-athletes.  
It includes state-of-the-art training, sports nutrition and athletic medicine 
facilities in the Charles and Romona Myers Performance Center. 

With the improvements, Pederson has also ensured the Husker Nation a 
fan-friendly environment at Memorial Stadium. New fan amenities this year 
included more concession areas and restrooms, improved seating options 
for the disabled and a concourse-level connector that brought the North 
Stadium together with the East and West. Fans are also able to enjoy one 
of the nation's largest big screens during the Tunnel Walk, one of college 
football's most grand entrances. 

The new facilities benefit some of the top athletic squads in the country. 
During the 2005-06 seasons, 15 of Nebraska's 23 varsity sports finished the 
year ranked in the national top 25.

The Huskers' nationally renowned volleyball team led the way, as it 
reached the NCAA title match for the fifth time in school history. The 
volleyball team's runner-up finish tied the rifle program for the best national 
team placing on the year, while the women's outdoor track and field 
(fourth) and women's gymnastics (fifth) teams each finished in the top five. 
Individually, Nebraska student-athletes have flourished in recent years, 
including 37 Huskers earning 48 All-America certificates last season. 

Pederson has pushed the Huskers to uphold their unparalleled tradition 
and remain at the forefront in the classroom as well as on the field. Last 
year, 11 Cornhuskers earned CoSIDA Academic All-America honors, 
raising Nebraska's NCAA-leading total to 233. Over two semesters, 479 
student-athletes earned Big 12 Commissioner's Honor Roll accolades with 
a 3.0 or better grade-point average, while 126 Huskers claimed academic 
All-Big 12 honors and 111 earned their degree.

Pederson is an award-winning athletic director with experience at four 
prominent Division I schools. He has implemented his vision for the future 
of Nebraska, which includes three vital components to success: a staff that 
will outwork the competition; enhancing facilities in order to attract the 
nation’s best student-athletes; and a unified approach to enable student-
athletes to succeed in all facets of life.

Nebraska's championship tradition has been built by outstanding student-
athletes and coaches over the years, but Pederson believes the foundation 
of Nebraska's success is its fans – not only the 1.7 million people who call 
the state home, but also fans who support NU from around the nation. 

Since December 2002, Pederson has worked hard to integrate Husker 
fans into the NU athletic program. 

He declared the 2003-04 season the “Year of the Fan” and conceptualized 
the first Husker Nation Tour. 

He also developed the Husker Nation Pavilion for fans to enjoy a family-
friendly atmosphere before home football games. 
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From creating the nation's first comprehensive strength program to its 
nationally renowned academic support system, Nebraska has always been 
at the forefront in providing unmatched resources for its student-athletes. 
Pederson is continuing that tradition as he has shown the foresight and 
vision needed to ensure long-term success for athletic programs, both at 
Pittsburgh and Nebraska. 

Pederson’s efforts have the interests of the student-athletes in mind. 
He has implemented support programs to aid student-athlete’s academic, 
athletic, personal and professional development. In order to assist student-
athletes with their postgraduation pursuits, he worked with Assistant 
Athletic Director for Student Life Keith Zimmer to enhance Nebraska's 
nationally recognized Life Skills program. They created the Life Skills 
Award for the team that demonstrated the strongest commitment to 
all phases of the life skills program, including outreach, education and 
leadership.

A firm believer in the philosophy that hard work pays off, Pederson was 
given his first chance at leading a Division I program when he was hired 
as athletic director at the University of Pittsburgh in 1996. A young and 
relatively unknown commodity at the time, Pederson returned the Panthers 
to the national spotlight in just six years. As a result of his hard work and 
effective leadership style, Pederson was named the recipient of the 2002 
General Robert R. Neyland Athletic Director Award, annually presented 
by the All-American Football Foundation for outstanding administrative 
achievement.

Pederson helped construct several new facilities at Pittsburgh, including 
shaping the vision of the Petersen Events Center, a convocation center that 
provided Pittsburgh with one of the finest college basketball arenas in the 
country. Behind Pederson’s efforts, the Panther football team was blessed 
with the Duratz Athletic Complex and the UPMC Sports Performance 
Complex, a practice venue that opened in 2000. In 2001, the Panthers 
debuted Heinz Field, a new facility the football team shares with the Steelers. 
Pederson also oversaw major upgrades to several Olympic sport facilities. 

During his tenure at Pittsburgh, Pederson hired six coaches who 
combined to earn Big East Coach-of-the-Year honors in football, men’s 
basketball, women's basketball, volleyball, baseball and track and field. 
Under Pederson's head coaching hires, the football team made three straight 
bowl appearances, including two victories, while the men’s basketball team 
went on to gain back-to-back Sweet 16 berths. 

Pederson and his wife, Tami, both earned degrees from the University 
of Nebraska. Steve earned his bachelor’s degree from Nebraska in business 
administration in 1980 and began his career at Nebraska, first as a sports 
information assistant (1980-81) and then as football recruiting coordinator 
(1982 to 1986). He returned as the associate athletic director for football 
operations from 1994 to 1996.

Pederson left the state in 1988 to serve as Ohio State’s recruiting 
coordinator until 1991, then moved on to the University of Tennessee 
to devote three years as the athletic administrator for football. He was 
promoted from recruiting coordinator to assistant athletic director for 
recruiting in 1992, and then was elevated to associate athletic director for 
football operations in 1993.  

A native of North Platte, Neb., Pederson has experience in the non-
athletic business sector, spending one year as Ak-Sar-Ben’s Public Relations 
Director (1981-82), and two years in private business in Nebraska (1986 to 
1988), before returning to college football in 1988 at Ohio State.

Pederson and his wife, Tami Osborne Pederson, have three children: 
Mark (23), Kari (20) and Kristin (17).

•Tennessee Assistant A.D. for Recruiting (1992-93)
•Tennessee Football Recruiting Coordinator (1991-92)
•Ohio State Football Recruiting Coordinator (1988-91)
•Nebraska Recruiting Coordinator/Administrative Assistant (1982-86)
•Nebraska Sports Information Assistant (1980-81)
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Bob Burton joined the Nebraska athletic department in 1998 and has been a 
senior associate athletic director since 2001. He spent three years as associate 
athletic director for compliance/sports administration before being named to 
his current position.

Burton is responsible for ensuring that operating principles of  conduct for the 
NU athletic department are in compliance with NCAA and Big 12 Conference 
rules and regulations. In addition to overseeing Nebraska’s compliance programs, 
Burton also helps set policy, develops short- and long-term goals and objectives, 
and assists in creating strategic plans for the athletic department. Since 2005, 
Burton has expanded his responsibilities by assisting the development office 
in areas of  fundraising and building relationships with athletic department 
supporters. 

Burton also provides direct administrative supervision to the sports of  golf, 
tennis, gymnastics, track and field, cross country, soccer, bowling, rifle, softball, 
wrestling and swimming and diving. He oversees the operation of  Haymarket 
Park and equipment issues. 

Burton filled a similar position at Oklahoma State as the assistant athletic 
director for sports administration and compliance from 1993 to 1997. He 
oversaw OSU’s Olympic sports programs as well as the training and strength 
and conditioning, wrestling, men’s and women’s track and field and men’s and 
women’s tennis programs. 

Burton came to Nebraska from Texas Tech, where he served as an associate 
athletic director for compliance for one year. While at Texas Tech, Burton helped 
complete the NCAA investigation into the Red Raider athletic department 

One of the most highly respected softball coaches in the nation, Rhonda Revelle 
will enter her second year as Nebraska’s associate athletic director/senior woman 
administrator in 2007, after taking on her new role on Jan. 1, 2006. Revelle continues 
in her role as the head softball coach for the perennial national power Husker softball 
program.

In her role as senior woman administrator, Revelle represents the Nebraska 
athletic department on the national level, while attending senior administrative 
meetings within the athletic department.

Along with her role as Nebraska’s senior woman administrator, Revelle is entering 
her 15th season as the Huskers’ softball coach. In 2005, Revelle became the first 
female coach in Nebraska history to record 500 victories. In 2006, she guided the 
Husker program to its 1,000th softball victory, the first women’s sport to reach that 
mark at Nebraska. The softball program also endowed its second softball scholarship 
in 2006, the only two fully endowed women’s scholarships at Nebraska.

A two-time Big 12 Conference Coach of the Year (1998, 2001), Revelle 
demonstrated her administrative expertise on the national level by serving as the 
President of the National Fastpitch Softball Coaches Association (NFCA) from 
1999 to 2002. She resumed her role as NFCA President in the fall of 2005. 

Revelle also served as the second vice-president of the NFCA from 1995 through 
1998, after serving on the NFCA All-American Committee (1989-92, 1993-94).

Revelle led Nebraska to the 2002 NCAA Women’s College World Series while 
earning 2002 NFCA Midwest Regional Coach-of-the-Year honors. 

With Revelle at the helm, Nebraska has produced 14 NFCA All-Americans and 
eight CoSIDA Academic All-Americans. 

The Husker softball team has won at least 35 games in each of the past nine years 
and is one of only nine teams to advance to each of the last 12 NCAA Tournaments. 
Revelle has also guided the Huskers to six Big 12 Conference titles, including a 
sweep of the 2004 Big 12 regular-season and tournament crowns. She also led the 
Huskers to Big 12 Tournament titles in 1998 and 2000, along with regular-season 
league crowns in 1998 and 2001.

Rhonda Revelle
              Nebraska (1984)   |   Second Year   |   Senior Woman Administrator           

and analyzed the entire compliance system 
at the institution. He also helped identify 
and implement financial aid and eligibility 
systems, including changes in personnel and 
restructuring of  the compliance department.

Burton, who was a member of  the NCAA Division I women’s soccer 
committee for three years and currently is a member of  the NCAA Division I 
bowling committee, served as a legislative administrator for the NCAA from 
1989 to 1993. At the NCAA, he was involved in the development of  legislation, 
interpretation of  regulations and reviewed legal issues related to the application 
of  the association’s regulations. He served as an NCAA liaison to committees 
and conducted comprehensive education to several intercollegiate athletic 
conferences. He has served on the National Association of  Athletic Compliance 
Coordinators Executive Committee and the subcommittee of  Big 12 Directors 
of  Compliance.

He received his bachelor’s degree in finance from Nebraska in 1985 and his 
juris doctorate from the Nebraska College of  Law in 1989. A native of  Falls 
City, Neb., Burton and his wife, Krista, have a daughter, Elly, and sons Robert 
Falk, McClain John and Abram Lawslo.

Along with her softball coaching success, 
Revelle has also demonstrated her commitment 
to the Lincoln community. In 2003, Revelle was 
named the Downtown YMCA Co-Volunteer 
of the Year after serving as the co-chair of the 
2003 YMCA Cycle-a-Thon for Strong Kids 
Campaign.

In 2004, she was named the honorary 
chairperson of the United Way Combined 
Campaign, after serving as the honorary co-chairperson of the 2002 Lincoln Youth 
Council “Let ‘Em Play” Campaign.

A member of the University of Nebraska’s Cather Circle, Revelle also served as 
an instructor in Nebraska’s Emerging Leaders program in 2001.

A 1984 graduate of the University of Nebraska, Revelle helped the Huskers to 
the 1982 NCAA Women’s College World Series and a Big Eight Conference title 
in 1982, while earning All-Big Eight honors on the field. She was also a five-time 
Amateur Softball Association All-American as a player.

Revelle began her career as an assistant coach at Nebraska Wesleyan in 1986, 
before being promoted to the head coaching position at Wesleyan in 1987. In 1988, 
Revelle served as an assistant coach at Cal State-Hayward before accepting an 
assistant coaching position at San Jose State from 1988 through 1992.

In 1993, she returned to her alma mater to begin one of the most dominant eras in 
Nebraska softball history. After establishing the foundation for success in 1993 and 
1994, Revelle led a resurgence in the Husker softball program in 1995, finishing with 
a 43-20 record and a third-place finish in the Big Eight standings. In 1995, Revelle 
led the Huskers to their first of 12 consecutive NCAA Tournament appearances.

After leading the Huskers to their first Big 12 title with a perfect 16-0 league 
record in 1998, Revelle guided NU to three consecutive 50-plus victory seasons 
from 2000 to 2002, culminating with Nebraska’s appearance in the College World 
Series in 2002.
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Bill Straub enters his 10th year as the head bowling coach for the 
women’s varsity team. However, his dedication and commitment to 
Nebraska bowling runs much deeper, as he coached both the men’s and 
women’s teams for 20 years dating back to when both programs were club 
sports.

Under his tenure, the Husker men’s and women’s teams have won 
nine national titles in the past 15 years. The Nebraska women’s bowling 
program won national championships in 1991, 1995, 1997, 1999, 2001, 
2004 and 2005, while the men’s program captured national titles in 1990 
and 1996.

The 2003-04 season was a huge success for Straub and his Huskers, 
as they competed at the NCAA level for the first time in school history. 
Nebraska capped the season by winning the first-ever NCAA championship, 
rallying through the loser’s bracket to defeat Central Missouri State in the 
nationally-televised finals. Shannon Pluhowsky was named the MVP of 
the NCAA Championship.  Straub then guided the Huskers to a second 
NCAA title in 2004-05, while Amanda Burgoyne was named the NCAA 
Tournament MVP.  Last season, Straub led his Huskers to first-place 
finishes in all eight of their regular-season tournaments before placing 
third at the NCAA Championship with Adrienne Miller earning a spot on 
the all-tournament team.  Lindsay Baker was also named NTCA National 
Player-of-Year for her sophomore season performance

Straub has led the Huskers to unprecedented success as a team along 
with garnering numerous individual honors for his bowlers.   

Paul Klempa returns for his 10th season as the women’s bowling 
assistant coach, while his association with the program dates back to 
1992. After a collegiate career in which he earned All-America honors as 
a senior in 1994, Klempa remained in Lincoln and became the assistant 
coach for the club team in the fall of 1996. The next year, the program was 
elevated to varsity status and Klempa was officially named assistant coach 
by the Nebraska Athletic Department.

During his stint as a coach at Nebraska, Klempa has helped the Huskers 
to five national championships, including back-to-back NCAA titles in 
2004 and 2005. Klempa has tutored 14 bowlers who earned numerous All-
America honors during their careers and seven athletes who have gone on 
to represent the United States on the national team.  Amanda Burgoyne 
is a member of the national team, while Cassandra Leuthold represents 
Nebraska on Junior Team USA. 
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He has coached a total of 14 bowlers to 31 first-team All-America 
honors, including both Lindsay Baker and Amanda Burgoyne in 2006. In 
addition, Straub has coached three bowlers who have been tabbed as the 
National Collegiate Bowling Coaches Association’s Collegiate Bowler of 
the Year, including Diandra Hyman (2000), Shannon Pluhowsky (2001) 
and Baker (2006). In January of 2006, Burgoyne and former Huskers 
Shannon Pluhowsky and Diandra Asbaty (Hyman) all were selected to 
Team USA.

Along with their numerous national titles, Straub’s squads have not 
been ranked lower than seventh in the top 25 bowling poll since becoming 
a varsity sport in 1997.

Straub’s bowling history goes far beyond the University of Nebraska.  A 
Lincoln native, Straub had an illustrious professional career, both locally 
and nationally.  A member of the Nebraska Hall of Fame, Omaha Hall of 
Fame and the Lincoln Hall of Fame, Straub has gained more honors and 
titles than any other bowler from the state of Nebraska.  His numerous 
local, state and national titles give proof that his success as a bowler and 
coach is mirrored by the personal success of his bowlers. In all, seven of his 
current or former bowlers have been selected for national teams, including 
current Huskers Burgoyne and Cassandra Leuthold.

Straub graduated from Kensington University with a bachelor’s degree 
in business administration.  He and his wife Kim, a former four-time All-
American and NCBCA Bowler-of-the-Year, have one daughter, Meghan.

Originally from Johnstown, N.Y., Klempa has represented Nebraska 
in the U.S. Open and is a Nebraska State Match Game Champion. He 
has bowled 300 games on 12 occasions and has produced an 800 series 12 
times in his decorated career. He graduated from Nebraska in 1994 with a 
degree in Psychology. Klempa and his wife, Leanna, reside in Lincoln and 
have one son, Jake Anthony.  

• Two IBC Men’s National Titles (1990, 1996) 
• Three NCBCA Collegiate Bowlers of the Year 
• 14 bowlers who have combined for 31 first-team All-America awards
• Seven women bowlers who have been selected to national teams
• 14 bowlers who have combined for 32 National Collegiate Bowling
 Association Acadmenic All-American awards

Honors and Awards
• Two NCAA Team (2004, 2005) 
• 14 bowlers who have combined 
 for 31 first-team All-America awards
• Seven bowlers who have been selected 
 to national teams

Honors and Awards
• National Tenpin Coach of the Year (2005)
• Two NCBA Team Championships 
 (2004, 2005) 
• Five IBC Women’s National Titles 
 (1991, 1995, 1997, 1999, 2001) 


