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Head Coach Kellie Harper 
On UCLA with a common opponent in USC: 
“Going back and watching film on UCLA and watching film on us, there are definitely some similarities between the two teams – and 
I thought specifically against USC, both teams were very motivated. For different reasons probably (laughs). I think both teams played 
very scrappy in those games. I think you’re going to see some highly motivated (players), and kids playing inspired.” 
 
On the impact Coach Pat Summitt has had on her and UCLA Coach Nikki Caldwell: 
“I think Pat recruits highly competitive people, and I think that’s one thing Coach Caldwell and I have in common. When you play at 
the University of Tennessee, you’re bound with all other former players, whether you played together or not, and that’s the connection 
that Nikki and I have. I think each player that plays for Pat takes away something and for me, I’ve tried to take away poise during 
game situations and (I've) tried to take away running a classy program, and I think Nikki does the same thing. She’s very professional, 
has a lot of energy, and has done a great job.” 
 
On the hardest part in putting in your system this year: 
“Teaching. We’ve done a lot of teaching this year, and a lot of times when you have a new staff, you bring in a new philosophy. 
We’ve been teaching for six months now. Still learning a lot of things and that’s actually my favorite part of the job, but at the same 
time sometimes it can be the most difficult because every single thing you want to do is new. It’s all teaching to these young ladies. I 
think the thing that our players, the reason that they improved so much towards the end of the year; first of all, I think they were 
playing with a lot of confidence. Confidence in their abilities, confidence in their teammates' abilities, and confidence in what we were 
trying to do as a team. We played so hard, and with so much energy, and were able to find a way to win some ugly games during that 
stretch, but it gave us even more confidence for the next game.” 
 
On if she expected Marissa Kastanek to be this good this early: 
“When we first started working with Marissa, we knew she was very special and we felt like she was going to have a huge impact on 
this team and this program. As the season went along, I felt like Marissa should be a candidate for (Freshman) of the Year in the ACC 
and I’m very excited she was awarded with that honor. One of the reasons Marissa has had such a successful season as a freshman, 
she’s very mature and she works harder than anybody else and those two things have really allowed her to put things in perspective 
and work on her game. I’ve never seen a kid bounce back as much as she has from a poor performance in the first half to an amazing 
performance in the second, and that just shows her maturity. 
 
On getting the team ready for the NCAA Tournament: 
“I’ll be honest with you, I think the ACC Tournament and that format that we had in Greensboro (N.C.), really prepares us for this 
stage. Everybody at Greensboro and the ACC does a fabulous job running that tournament and it’s very similar for our players. I 
haven’t talked too much about what to expect, because I feel like they’ve already done it.” 
 
On the keys against UCLA: 
“Transition defense, I think, is very key. They do such a great job of getting out on the floor and running, getting some easy buckets, 
and then you’ve got to figure out a way to score with them. Their defense is so tough and they change it up and keep you off balance, 
so I think those two things alone would enable us to be very competitive.” 
 

 



Press Conference Quotes – Guard Nikitta Gartrell 
On if they thought they had to win the ACC Tournament to get into the NCAA Tournament: 
“I must say that I don’t think that we knew we had to get to the ACC finals. I think we just wanted to continue play. Every day in 
practice we told each other, ‘Work hard, things are gonna pay off.’ Game by game, we took it like we wanted to win, so we didn’t 
think like it’s gonna help us get to the NCAA (Tournament), it’s gonna give us a good bid. We just wanted to continue to play and 
things worked out and when we got to the finals, it was a great experience because I had been there before, (and) although we didn’t 
win, we just came out and played hard and strong.” 
 
On the emotional highs and lows of her career: 
“As a senior, I do look back on all the years I’ve been playing at N.C. State. I think this is another great honor, like Marissa 
(Kastanek) said, not even just for the freshmen, or the people who’ve never been to the NCAA Tournament, but for the seniors. We 
know that this is our last go-round, so we have to give it our all and just leave it all out there on the court.” 
 
On if there a sense that you’re still doing this in Coach Kay Yow’s memory: 
“Coach Yow was a great coach and she was a great person. We’ve had ups and downs the past four seasons since I’ve been here, but 
we have to move on, move forward. I mean, we are doing this in her memory or whatever, but right now we have a new coach, and we 
want to do it for her as well.” 
 
On being a part of the NCAA Tournament: 
“It’s a great feeling because my freshman year, I came to the tournament and I felt like, even though I didn’t play, I was still a part of 
the team because in practice, we got the seniors ready for their tournament time. It’s going to be a great feeling because I actually get 
to play this time around. Win or lose, this has been a great feeling and a great experience.” 
 

Press Conference Quotes – Guard Marissa Kastanek 
On being at the the NCAA Tournament: 
“It’s really exciting to be here. We worked really hard this season as a team, on and off the court, and I think it’s just a great honor to 
be here.” 
 
On not looking ahead to Nebraska: 
“Right now, we’re really focused on UCLA. We've got to take everything one game at a time, because if you can’t get past one game, 
there’s going to be no next game, so it’s really important that we focus on UCLA right now.” 
 
On her thoughts when N.C. State showed up in the same place as Nebraska: 
“I was just happy our name popped up on the selection show board, because that’s just a really exciting thing. It’s been my dream to 
play in the NCAA Tournament my whole life, so when I saw N.C. State’s name up there, I knew my dream had come true.” 
 
On how the season has gone: 
“It’s been a great season!  My teammates have been awesome, my coaches … love ‘em. Everything has been a dream freshman season 
for me. I’m really excited for the way it’s going to end.” 
 
On the reason for her success: 
“I think the work ethic that I’ve had my whole life, and I couldn’t have done any of this without my teammates, because it’s not a one-
man team.  We all play together and we all practice together, and with the help of my coaches and my family back home and 
everybody who’s helped me in the past, that’s what I think has clicked together.” 
 

Locker Room Quotes – Forward Bonae Holston 
On being seeded No. 6 in the ACC Tournament and making it to the championship game: 
“It tells us what we need to do to get a win, so we know. The way we made that run in the ACC Tournament was that we just played 
hard, played with a lot of heart, and we know that if we do that we can get a lot of wins.” 
 
On Marissa Kastanek being named the ACC Freshman of the Year:  
“It helps a lot because Marissa is a shooter, she plays hard. So it opens up the floor for everybody else.” 
 
On having an older team: 
“I think that’s what helped us in the ACC Tournament. We had older players that had experience and knew what to do.” 
 
On playing for Coach Kellie Harper: 
“She comes with a lot of energy, she gives you a spark when you see her. She knows what direction to take us in.” 
 
On playing No. 8-seed UCLA: 
“I don’t really look at that stuff. I just go out and play. We just need to come out and play hard with a lot of heart.” 



Locker Room Quotes – Guard Amber White 
On being seeded No. 6 in the ACC Tournament and making it to the championship game: 
“Going into the ACC Championships, we had a lot of confidence in ourselves. We knew it was definitely something we could do to 
get into the ACC Championships. And I think we feel the same way coming into the NCAA Tournament, that we can come out here 
and make a run if we play our game and stick to what we know.” 
 
On Marissa Kastanek: 
“Just her energy, bringing a new, fresh energy to the team. I feel having an older team helps her. Whenever she makes a mistake or 
gets down on herself, we are always there to let her know that we don’t care that you made a mistake, and we want you to keep 
making mistakes, if that’s what is takes to get the best out of you. I think having a seasoned team around her helps to keep her 
confidence there.” 
 
On the transition to a new coach: 
“I think, at first, it was kind of rocky because everybody expected (one of) our assistant coaches to get the job, but I was definitely 
very happy with all of the fans that wrote us letters and just were supportive of the whole situation, and (have) been there behind us 
the whole season. But I feel that we are adjusting pretty well and seeing that Coach Harper is here to win, and that’s what  the 
Wolfpack fans really care about is winning, and we know that we are doing good.” 
 
On Coach Kellie Harper adjusting to the N.C. State program: 
“I think she’s done a great job. I don’t think anyone could have handled it the way she did. She came in and one of the first things she 
said when we first met with her was she’s not going to try to be Coach (Kay) Yow; she could never try and be successful at that and I 
think that’s good. That’s what I really like about her because she came with her own set of things she wanted to do. She wanted to be 
successful, as Coach Yow was. She just came with her own style and wanted to do very well.” 
 
On playing UCLA: 
“We want to set the tone. We want to come out and definitely have some tough shots, and we just want to be in control of the game 
both offensively and defensively. That’s what we’ve really been working on, just being in control of the game.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 


