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Press Conference Quotes – Head Coach Connie Yori 
On UCLA's trapping defense and if the Huskers have faced that kind of defense this year: 
“We have not seen that style for any length of time. They are a good team. There are teams in our league that will trap us. I was 
listening to Mary Murphy, ESPN analyst, during the Pac-10 championship game. I happened to be watching that game and she said, 
'Whoever draws UCLA in the tournament is going to have a very difficult task because of the short turnaround preparing for a second 
round game and the number of defenses they throw.' I heard her say that at the time and didn’t necessarily expect to play UCLA, but 
we are playing them. We have identified 13 or 14 defenses that they play, so it will be a challenge, no question, to prepare in such a 
short period of time. Now we did jump ahead a little bit last week and work on some things knowing that we could potentially play 
either UCLA or N.C. State, that do those types of things. We jumped ahead a little bit and hopefully that will help us.” 
 
On UCLA's pace of play: 
“That’s how we play. We play a fast pace. We don’t trap in our fast pace. It’s going to be an up-and-down game; there’s no doubt it’s 
going to be an up-and-down game. We also have to maintain good poise. We have to get past that first trap and that will be a key. 
They sell out at times in their traps. We have to do a good job of getting it past that first trap and if you do, you will have numbers 
situations and then you have to be able to execute in those situations.” 
 
Nebraska is the favorite, what do you think UCLA’s mindset is and if they feel they have nothing to lose: 
“I would assume that’s how they feel, but I can’t read their mind. They are going to play with a freedom tomorrow night and playing a 
No. 1 seed. I’ll tell you this. UCLA is a 'Grade-A' team  They are a 'Grade-A team.' And that’s not just coach-speak; that’s who they 
are. They have played really, really well in the second season and with Jasmine Dixon joining them, she changed the complexion of 
their team. They are better than a No. 8 seed and I’m sure they have that mindset.  
 
On the Nebraska fan following: 
“I was pleasantly surprised when I walked out into the arena last night and how many Nebraska fans were present.  We had heard 
about our ticket sales, and we didn’t think that was actually what was there. Obviously there was a lot of walk-up; a lot of tickets 
bought the day of the game. That was exciting. Husker Nation is Husker Nation. Our fans travel and will with all our sports, not just 
football. They have been great in supporting us all year long and going out on the road and supporting us. They were in Kansas City 
for the Big 12 Tournament. For our fans sake, it would be great to get back there. 
 
On her National Coach of the Year honor: 
“It means I have an extremely hard-working coaching staff who have been dedicated to making this program great. And not just the 
current coaches I have in my program, but coaches who have gone through our program and moved on elsewhere. They have done a 
great job for me for a number of years. Obviously, I should have started with our players. It’s about our players. I’m no smarter than I 
was last year and we were 15-16. We just have a lot better players.” 
 
On the biggest challenge UCLA poses on the offensive end: 
“They are a match-up nightmare. They really are particularly for a team that plays man. We’re going to be challenged. We’re a team 
that has been 100 percent man all year and they provide problems. They basically play five perimeter players. They can space the 
floor, drive the ball and get in the lane, they are extremely athletic, they’re a great rebounding team – those are all concerns to us and 
have been all year long for us.” 
 
On where making the “Sweet 16” would rank as an accomplishment for Nebraska's program: 
“You guys can talk about records, talk about history and all that stuff, but we have to play the game. So we are going to go out 
tomorrow night and play the best we can.” 
 
On the attitude of the team after the win over Northern Iowa: 
“We didn’t necessarily celebrate a lot. We took care of what we needed to do and our kids were really focused and didn’t get too 
giddy about what happened last night. We knew it was something we needed to do. It’s a short turnaround; you have one day to 
prepare. We did a lot of film watching throughout the night. This morning, we gave our kids the scout and hopefully we’ll have a short 
but good practice today and be ready to go tomorrow.” 
 
 
 



Press Conference Quotes – Forward Kelsey Griffin 
On the Nebraska fan support: 
“It’s amazing. Our fans are so important. I don’t even think they understand how important they are to us. For them to make the drive 
up here, or even if they are from Minnesota, it is great to see them out there. Not only are they there, but they are loud. We are so 
appreciative for them not only being here, but following us throughout the year. There support has been so incredible. We are so 
thankful for them.” 
 
On UCLA’s defense: 
“In watching them, they definitely bring some athleticism to the court. They throw a bunch of defenses at you. They definitely play 
with full-court pressure. It’s not something we have seen throughout Big 12 (play), but the Big 12 is a very athletic league. Maybe in 
different forms, you see trapping on ball screens, some trapping in the half-court. Maybe not necessarily that type of trapping in the 
full-court. It was good to watch them. I’m glad we have a day to practice. They are very athletic and that will be something that we 
need to focus on.” 
 
On getting past the second round of the NCAA Tournament: 
“That would be great. Really, we are just approaching it as a game. We will game plan like any other game this year. All the other 
things, the history-making and scenarios, can put a lot of pressure on yourself and teammates. We are really just approaching it by 
trying to stick to our game plan and play like we know how to play. It obviously means a lot, but that is just part of it. I want to keep 
playing with my teammates and I am not ready for this season to be over, so that is how I am going to approach it. I want to keep 
playing and practicing with these girls.” 
 
On how she was feeling before the start of the season: 
“I have a really great trainer in Tammy Jones and strength and conditioning coach Rusty (Ruffcorn), who put me in a great position at 
the start of this year. I feel like I was in the best shape of my life entering this season with the mindset of being refreshed and ready to 
go, and understanding the expectations of coaches and teammates and understanding the game of basketball a lot better than I ever 
have before. I really felt the strongest this season, more so than I did than any other season. It was really fun. It didn’t really feel like a 
job. There were nerves, I was nervous to see where I was at. But I knew the support staff at the university had really set me up to have 
a successful year. So I was excited to start it.” 
 
On Coach Connie Yori’s guidance last season: 
“As a player, you get one side of the game. It’s hard to step outside of yourself and see what the coaches do. They are on you, they are 
expecting so much of you, so it is really hard to appreciate why they are doing it. In sitting out, I had to become more of a motivator 
and to help underclassmen understand the game plan. The biggest thing I learned, more than the hours to scout and to set up a practice, 
was the motivation aspect of coaching and how taxing and wearing that can be to motivate players who don’t want to be motivated or 
to bring energy when you don’t necessarily have that type of energy. In doing that last year, and not being able to be out on the court, I 
really wanted to be able to bring that energy to practice and so the coaches can focus more on technique in practice.” 
 
On Coach Yori being named WBCA National Coach of the Year: 
“I think (Domi)nique sums it up really well. The sacrifices she makes and she is one of hardest-working people I know and she is very 
deserving. But like (Domi)nique said, she is the last one to tell her how important it is for her, but I am really excited for her and it is 
well deserving.” 
 

Press Conference Quotes – Guard Dominique Kelley  
On the Nebraska fan support: 
“They have been a really big part of our season. They have come out in record numbers. It makes that atmosphere a little more home-
like. They bring a lot of energy and make the game a little more fun.” 
 
On the importance of ball handling tomorrow: 
“I think this game will be about who can be more poised. It’s going to be about taking care of the ball, making good decisions, and 
hitting the open person.” 
 
On relationship with her backcourt mates: 
“Yvonne (Turner) made my transition to the collegiate game a little bit easier. We were really good friends off the court so I naturally 
felt a little bit more comfortable with her. We played together in club basketball. In regards to Lindsey (Moore), she is just really 
savvy and poised to be a point guard in the Big 12. We have the utmost confidence in her and we know she can handle situations like 
she will face tomorrow night. We are really comfortable with her handling the ball.”  
 
On Coach Yori being named WBCA National Coach of the Year: 
“I think it is a great honor for Coach Yori. But anyone who knows Coach Yori knows she is not really focusing on it or is too 
concerned about it. But I definitely think it is great to see her get that honor, because she is definitely deserving of it. She puts a lot of 
time into this program and she makes a lot of sacrifices for us girls.” 



Locker Room Quotes – Guard Yvonne Turner 
On playing in tournament as a senior in a “one-and-done” situation: 
“Play like we did in the first game. Being hungry and just being ready to get in and get after it. Playing with the team, we don’t really 
have anything to lose.” 
 
On potentially playing in her last collegiate basketball game: 
“I try not to think about it until I get to the end of the game. During the game, I really try not to think about it, I just play. If this is my 
last collegiate game, then God is going to tell me, 'Hey, this your last game'.” 
 
On the team's goals for tomorrow’s game: 
“Main thing to focus on is rebounding and not giving them second-chance shots. We have to be who we are.” 
 
On tomorrow’s biggest competitor: 
“Jasmine Dixon is a big body. She is really aggressive and we have to keep her off the boards. We really have to keep them all off the 
boards. We are going to focus on playing her [Dixon] straight-up and containing dribble penetration.” 
 

Locker Room Quotes – Guard Lindsey Moore 
On UCLA’s ‘chaotic’ defense: 
“It is about me being composed, confident, and taking care of the ball. They are very athletic. They may run at you and do different 
things, but as long as I am strong with the ball, it shouldn’t really affect me.” 
 
On the experience gained as a freshman in the tournament: 
“All the experience I am gaining right now in the tournament will benefit the team in the long run.” 
 
 


