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A message from the President

Hello Letterwinners, 

The N Club had another successful weekend of  events to kickoff  2010.  The Spring Football weekend (April 16-17, 
2010) began with the Sixth Annual Football Letterwinners’ Spring Game Golf  Classic on Friday afternoon.  More 
than 160 football Letterwinners participated and many others joined us for lunch and socializing.  Coach Osborne and 
members of  the football coaching staff  also came out to meet and catch up with our group.      

On game day, a Letterwinners N Club tailgate party was held at our tailgate spot north of  the stadium.  The event 
was met with great weather, good food, and a good turnout of  Letterwinners from all Husker sports.  Prior to kickoff, 
we recognized 36 new football lettermen from last year’s team on the field.  Each player received his letter jacket in a 
special presentation.  Congratulations to each of  these new members of  our N Club.  

I would also like to congratulate our women’s basketball team for posting the best season in Husker history and our 
women’s bowling team for finishing second nationally.  Both are tremendous accomplishments.  Plus, the academic 
excellence and achievements continue for all of  our student-athletes.    

We have a goal to grow our N Club and continue our mission to promote and nurture the athletic legacy, traditions and 
values of  what it means to be a true Nebraska Cornhusker.   Please watch for more announcements on the upcoming 
summer golf  outing and for our fall tailgate events and, as always, support all your Husker teams.    

Go Big Red!

Clete Blakeman, Letterwinners N Club President
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Reds Come Back to Earn Spring Game Victory Over Whites
After falling behind 14-3, the Nebraska Whites scored 13 unanswered 

points, but Kody Spano’s one-yard touchdown pass to Ryan Hill with 
7:28 left gave the Reds a 21-16 victory in front of 77,936 fans at the 
2010 Spring Game at Memorial Stadium.

Redshirt freshman Taylor Martinez connected on 5-of-9 passes for 
79 yards in the first half and rushed nine times for 60 yards to help 
the Reds jump to a 14-3 lead eary in the second quarter. Martinez was 
effective from the start, engineering a 10-play, 52-yard scoring drive on 
the opening possession. The Corona, Calif., native found fullback Tyler 
Legate for a six-yard touchdown pass that gave the Reds an early 7-0 lead.

Two of Martinez’s completions went for touchdowns, including a 
36-yard pass to wide receiver Brandon Kinnie that put the Reds up 
11 points with 9:52 left in the first half. Kinnie drew contact from the 
Whites near the 10-yard line, but drove the pile into the end zone to 
cap an eight-play, 72-yard drive in just under five minutes.

I-back Rex Burkhead also helped the Reds on their successful early 
drives, carrying six times for 36 yards.

Cody Green sparked a comeback for the Whites on the next drive 
by hitting Will Henry on a 79-yard scoring strike down the middle of 
the field to pull within 14-10 with 6:13 left in the half. Green finished 
the day 8-of-15 through the air for 155 yards. He also rushed five 
times for 12 yards.

Niles Paul led all receivers with five catches for 103 yards on the day 
for the Whites, including a spectacular 31-yard reception on a pass from 
Mike McNeill after a bounced lateral from Green late in the second 
quarter. However, that play did not lead to points for the Whites, as 
the drive stalled and Adi Kunalic missed a 52-yard field goal wide right.

The Reds carried the 14-10 lead into the locker room at halftime, 
before the Whites capitalized on a Red team fumble that set them up 
at the Red 11-yard line. Four plays later, Kunalic knocked in a 21-yard 
field goal to trim the Reds’ edge to 14-13 with 9:29 left.

After the Whites got a quick stop on the next drive, LaTravis 
Washington engineered an 11-play, 47-yard drive that was capped by 
Kunalic’s 32-yard field goal to give the Whites their first lead of the 
day at 16-14 with 0:53 left in the third quarter. Washington finished 

an efficient day by completing 6-of-8 passes for 65 yards, while leading 
all rushers for the Whites with six carries for 38 yards.

Spano then led the Reds to victory by guiding the team on a 13-play, 
69-yard march that consumed 8:18 with a continuous clock in the fourth 
quarter. Spano went 6-for-6 on the drive, including four connections 
for 47 yards to Kyler Reed, a 14-yard pass to Austin Jones and a one-
yard touchdown pass to Ryan Hill to seal the win.

Spano finished the day 7-of-8 through the air for 66 yards and the 
winning touchdown. Spano’s favorite target - Reed - closed with four 
receptions for 47 yards, all coming on the game’s decisive drive.

WHAT BO SAID
Head Coach Bo Pelini's thoughts following the spring game:

On how he thought it went on the field
"Everybody got in the game, we got a good amount of plays and reps. It was a good 

finish to the spring. I'm happy with how it all came out. Nobody got hurt, no major injuries, 
which is always a positive. I thought it went well."

On Cody (Green) and Taylor (Martinez)
"I thought they did fine. They did some good things; they did some things they need 

to work on. It was a lot of the same as what we saw. It was pretty basic what we did. I 
thought they managed the game pretty well. Overall, we saw some good things, but just 
like in practice, we saw some things we need to get fixed."

On if both players (Martinez and Green) progressed through spring ball
"Yeah, I thought they did. I thought right across the board at the quarterback position 

that we progressed, each of the guys. I thought really across the board of the football 
team that there were a lot of positives."

On if Taylor (Martinez) is in the race to start at quarterback
"Everyone is in the race for the starting job. There are no starting jobs locked down 

right now. Competition is on; this is just a small part of the evaluation. It's a long way to 
go before we play a football game."

On Taylor's (Martinez) ability to run the ball
"Taylor is a good athlete. I think he can run, he can throw; I think he is a pretty 

multitalented kid, as is Cody. I like the athleticism at the quarterback position. I think 
that they are going to bring a lot to the table as far as giving things for people to defend."

On how Niles Paul is better than he was three or six months ago
"Niles is a good football player. He continues to get better. He only thing he had to 

work on was consistency. I think he has done a really good job. He has had a really good 
spring. I expect good things out of him. I think Brandon Kinnie came a long way. I think 
really the wide-out position as a whole is better. I like that position on the football team."

On if he got accomplished in the Spring Game what he wanted
"Yes. You're never satisfied. I thought there were a lot of things we need to get cleaned 

up. There were some disappointing things in there, some things I saw that were good. 
That is to be expected. You're not really game planning against each other, you're trying 
to be pretty basic in what you are doing. I'll look at the tape and evaluate it and move on. 
Move on to that next phase. What I look at is the spring as a whole, do I like the things 
that we were able to get done."

On what the spring means for him and what he expects
"It's just about the basics, it's about execution and being consistent in your execution. 

You can't be a some-of-the-time football player or some-of-the-time football team. At 
times that is what we were even in practice. We strive for perfection around here and 
until I start seeing us get closer to that, I will say we have a long way to go. It's spring, 
it's to be expected. You're supposed to have a long way to go at this point. We do right 
now and that is why we go to practice."

Redshirt freshman quarterback Taylor Martinez helped the Reds to a 21-16 victory in the 2010 Red-White Spring Game.
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Around the Stadium on Spring Game Day

Top left: Fans salute former Husker quarterback Brook Berringer; Top middle: Running back Rex Burkhead evades a tackler; Top right: Assistant Coach Ron Brown and former Husker defensive back Mike Minter lead the Drug-Free Pledge at halftime
Middle left: Tight end Kyler Reed is tackled by a group of defenders from the White team; Middle right: Wide receiver Niles Paul hauls in one of his game-high five-catches
Bottom: The 2010 Brook Berringer Citizenship team, recognized before the game for exceptional service to the community, with members of the Berringer family
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The 2009 Associated Press National College Football Player of 
the Year and winner of the Lombardi, Outland, Bednarik, and the 
Nagurski football awards - Nebraska's Ndamukong Suh - announced 
at the Husker Spring Game that he will donate $2 million to Nebraska 
Athletics for its Strength and Conditioning Program and an additional 
$600,000 to the UNL College of Engineering to endow a scholarship. 

A crowd of 77,936 cheered this unprecedented gift from an NU 
student-athlete who, at that time, had yet to be drafted by the National 
Football League. 

A defensive tackle who completed his collegiate football career, 
Suh graduated with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Construction 
Management from the College of Engineering in December 2009. He 
was the second overall pick in the 2010 NFL draft after totaling 215 
career tackles, including 57 for lost yardage, 24 sacks, six blocked kicks, 
15 pass breakups and 38 quarterback hurries. He also scored three 
touchdowns - two on interceptions and one as a receiver on offense. 

Suh is the most decorated defensive player ever to don the Husker 
uniform and finished fourth in the 2009 Heisman race. He is also the 
first former Husker player to commit a generous gift to the university 
in advance of the draft and his NFL career. 

After he signs his NFL contract, Suh has pledged to give $2 million 
to athletics for renovations and updates in the North Stadium strength 
and conditioning center, where he spent so many hours training to 
become the best player he could be. 

"I had a fantastic football career at Nebraska and thanks to my 
coaches and support staff, I have learned the value of hard work, 
teamwork and life skills," Suh said. "These skills will help me 
tremendously as I prepare for my career in the NFL. As a thank you 
to everyone in Nebraska who has assisted me on my collegiate journey, 
I want to donate $2 million to the Athletic Department." 

Suh Sought Advice from Rozier, Pelini and Osborne 
"When speaking with (former player) Guy Rozier, (Head) Coach Bo 

Pelini and (Athletic Director) Tom Osborne about the gift, I specifically 
asked that this gift be used to help other future Huskers as they train 
in the strength and conditioning center," Suh said. "This incredible 
facility helped me earn all the honors I was so privileged to receive this 
past season, and I believe this gift can help make this facility the very 
best in the country. This is my way to honor my teammates, coaches 
and fans by giving back to a program and a university that has given 
so much to me."

"This donation from Ndamukong Suh is the largest single gift we 
have received from a former player," Osborne said. "We appreciate 
Ndamukong's generosity to the athletic department, and we also 
appreciate his commitment to education, as he earned an Engineering 
degree, and appreciate the type of leadership he provided for our football 
team this past year. He is truly a credit to the football program and 
the university as a whole."

Paul Meyers, NU's Associate Athletic Director for Development, 
said: "Gifts from our former student-athletes send an important 
message. It re-enforces our hope that what we are doing here at 
Nebraska is making a difference in their lives beyond athletics." 

Ndamukong Suh to Donate $2.6 Million to the University of Nebraska

Suh's $600,000 gift to the University of Nebraska Foundation will 
benefit students enrolled in UNL's College of Engineering. Suh is a 
graduate of the Charles Durham School of Architectural Engineering 
and Construction in the College of Engineering. 

Suh asked that students from his high school, Grant High School 
in Portland, Ore., be given first preference for the scholarship he is 
creating. He said he wanted to help out-of-state students who pay 
more to attend the University of Nebraska. Suh's gift will be endowed, 
which means the principal will be invested and the net income used to 
create scholarships. By making the gift endowed, the Ndamukong Suh 
Scholarship will exist in perpetuity. 

Castner: Suh's Biggest Impact May Be Off the Field 
"It says so much about Ndamukong Suh that one of his first acts 

as a graduate is one of giving back, and helping students who are in 
need of a scholarship to the University of Nebraska," said Clarence 
Castner, president of the University of Nebraska Foundation. "He is 
an inspiration and a role model. It may be that his biggest impact will 
occur off the field." 

"The balance between athletics and academics is one-of-a-kind at 
Nebraska," Suh said. "That's the reason I came here, and that's the 
reason I wanted to support the College of Engineering. I wanted 
to make sure that other out-of-state students would have the same 
opportunities that I did at Nebraska. This is a great school and will 
hold a special place in my heart forever."

Academics have always been important to Suh's family. His 
father, Michael, is an engineer and his mother, Bernadette, a teacher. 
Bernadette insisted that her son maintain at least a 3.0 average before 
he could join his high school football team. 

Suh said one of the primary reasons he chose Nebraska was its highly 
regarded engineering program, and the athletic department's strong 
focus on academics. 

Nebraska has more Academic All-Americans than any other football 
team in the country and a 94-percent graduation rate among athletes 
who exhaust their athletic eligibility. That mark ranks as the highest 
in the Big 12 Conference.  

Ndamukong Suh announced a $2.6 million donation to the athletic department and University nearly a week before the NFL Draft. 
It was the largest ever individual donation by a former athlete to the athletic department.
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Nebraska defensive tackle Ndamukong Suh was selected as the second 
overall pick by the Detroit Lions in the 75th Annual National Football 
League Draft.  NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell congratulated Suh 
on stage at the Radio City Music Hall in New York City shortly after 
the Lions’ selection.

Suh became Nebraska’s 
33rd all-time first-round 
draft selection and first since 
defensive end Adam Carriker 
was picked 13th overall in 
the 2007 Draft. He is the 12th 
Nebraska player to be selected in the top five in either the regular or 
supplemental phase of the NFL Draft, and  the first to be taken in the 
top five since Trev Alberts was the fifth pick in the 1994 NFL Draft.

“I am very happy for Ndamukong and his family,” Coach Bo Pelini 
said. “He is very deserving of the high selection in the draft, and 
the Lions are fortunate to have the opportunity to add him to their 
organization. Everyone has seen his ability on the field, but as I’ve 
said many times, Suh’s maturity and character are just as important to 
making him a success.  I think Detroit and the other teams he talked 
to recognized that as well.” 

Three Huskers Selected in 2010 National Football League Draft

Track & Field Teams Win Indoor, Outdoor Honors
The Nebraska track and field team closed out the 2010 indoor 

season at the NCAA Championships with six All-America awards at 
the two-day meet. In the team standing, the men tied for 26th and the 
women placed 27th. 

The third time was a charm for junior Paul Hamilton in the high 
jump as he captured his first career All-America honor with a third-
place finish after placing 12th as a freshman and tying for 13th last 
season. Hamilton opened with two straight first-attempt makes at 
6-10 1/4 and 7-0 1/4, before taking two attempts at both the 7-2 1/4 
and 7-3 1/4 bars. With the field narrowed to four jumpers, Hamilton 
was down to his final attempt at 7-4 1/2, but dug deep to clear. 

Lehann Fourie added a seventh-place finish in the 60-meter hurdles 
with a time of 7.84 to earn the first All-America honor of his career 
and the second straight award for the NU hurdlers. Fourie, who 
placed 10th in the hurdles at the national meet last season, broke his 
own school record during the preliminaries with a time of 7.67.

Senior Leandra McGruder was the last Husker to earn All-America 
honors, as she placed 13th overall, but eighth among American 
jumpers with a jump of 41-10 3/4. Already a two-time NCAA 
qualifier outdoors, McGruder was competing in her first NCAA 
Indoor Championships.

2010 NU All-Americans (National Rank) – Indoor Honors
Epley Bullock: High Jump (t-3rd) – 4th
Paul Hamilton: High Jump (3rd) – 1st
Audrey Svane: High Jump (6th) – 1st
Lehann Fourie: 60 Hurdles (7th) – 1st
Bobby Carter: Long Jump (12th/8th American) – 1st
Leandra McGruder: Triple Jump (13th/8th American) – 1st

Nebraska linebacker Phillip Dillard and safety Larry Asante got the 
calls they had been waiting for on the draft’s third day. Dillard was 
selected in the fourth round by the New York Giants, while Asante 
was a fifth-round selection of the Cleveland Browns.

Dillard was the 17th pick of the fifth round and the 115th overall 
selection in the draft. The 6-1, 240-pound Dillard enjoyed an 
outstanding senior season, finishing second on the Nebraska defense 
with 83 tackles, including 11 tackles for loss and three sacks. His 7.8 
tackles per game in conference play ranked ninth in the Big 12. He 
was a second-team All-Big 12 selection for his outstanding effort as a 
senior, and was also named the winner of the prestigious Tom Novak 
Award, given annually to a Cornhusker senior who overcomes difficult 
circumstances to succeed.

Cleveland made Asante the 29th pick of the fifth round and the 
160th overall selection. The 6-1, 215-pound Asante was a three-year 
starter for the Nebraska defense and finished with 224 career tackles, 
the fourth most in school history by a defensive back. He recorded 79 
tackles in his senior season and was among the team leaders with seven 
pass breakups. Asante was a first-team All-Big 12 pick as a senior by 
the Big 12’s coaches, while he was an honorable-mention pick both as 
a sophomore and a junior.

 After a strong outdoor regular season of competition, the No. 16 
Nebraska men’s track and field team won the men’s team title at the 
Big 12 Outdoor Championships for the second straight year, adding 
to the Huskers’ dominance at the conference meet. The Huskers 
entered the 4x400-meter relay with a narrow five-point lead over the 
Oklahoma Sooners, and prevailed with a 118-114 win.
 Head Coach Gary 
Pepin’s men and women 
have now combined for 
a conference-high 22 
team titles during the 
Big 12 era and have won 
101 conference titles 
dating back to the men’s first team title at the 1921 Missouri Valley 
Outdoor Championships. No men’s team in conference history has 
ever repeated at the Big 12 outdoor meet, and the back-to-back wins 
are the first for the Husker men outdoors since they won the final two 
Big Eight Outdoor Championships in 1995 and 1996.
 The Husker men have now captured a Big 12 high 15 team titles 
both indoors and outdoors, and are also the head of the class outdoors 
in the Big 12 with six titles.
 In the women’s race, the No. 17 Husker women finished second for 
the third time in the past four seasons, as Texas A&M won the team 
title for the fourth straight year, 157-102.
 Individually, Hamilton led the way for the men with his third 
career Big 12 title and second straight outdoor high jump crown. For 
the women, Chantae McMillan completed the season sweep of the 
combined events with her first conference heptathlon title, after also 
winning the pentathlon crown during the indoor season.
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The Nebraska baseball team closed its season on a high note, posting a 21-5 midweek victory over 
Creighton in the two teams’ final matchup at Rosenblatt Stadium in Omaha, and completing a weekend 
sweep in the season finale series against Texas Tech. The team posted a 27-27 record for the season, after 
winning its final four contests, and closed with a 10-17 record in Big 12 play.

Several Huskers recorded fantastic performances throughout 
the season. Senior DJ Belfonte moved into 10th place on 
Nebraska’s career hit list, tying Daniel Bruce, who had 231 from 
2002 to 2005. He leads the team with an impressive .376 batting 
average, good for seventh place in the Big 12, as well as setting 
the pace for stolen bases with 13. Fellow senior Adam Bailey has 
also been great at the plate and on the bases for the Huskers, 
batting .368, including a Big 12-leading 18 home runs, and 
scoring a team-high 57 runs. He also leads Big 12 in RBI with 69.

Several underclassmen have also put in dynamic performances, 
emerging as solid threats for seasons to come. Sophomore Kale 
Kiser has been impressive at getting on base for the Huskers, 
batting .345 with an on-base percentage of .467, good for eighth 
in the Big 12. Sophomore Cody Ashe has also been outstanding, 
slugging in 58 RBI on the season, good for sixth in the Big 12. 
Freshman Tom Lemke has been outstanding from the pitcher’s 
mound, throwing two complete-game shutouts and earning a 5-6 
record in his debut season for Nebraska.

Baseball Closes Regular Season Vs. Texas Tech

Date Opponent Location Time Results
New Mexico State Tournament
Feb. 11 New Mexico State at Las Cruces, N.M. 5 p.m.  2 - 4 (L)
Feb. 11 New Mexico State  at Las Cruces, N.M. 7 p.m.  1 - 2 (L)
Feb. 12 Texas-San Antonio at Las Cruces, N.M. 3 p.m. 9 - 10 (L) (8)
Feb. 13 Texas-El Paso at Las Cruces, N.M. 11 a.m. 6 - 4 (W)
Feb. 13 Colorado State at Las Cruces, N.M. 1 p.m. 6 - 2 (W)
Feb. 14 Penn State at Las Cruces, N.M. 10 a.m. 11 - 6 (W)
Tiger Invitational 
Feb. 19 Central Michigan at Auburn, Ala. 12:30 p.m.   4 - 1 (W)
Feb. 19 Central Michigan at Auburn, Ala. 10 a.m. 8 - 0 (W)
Feb. 20 Auburn at Auburn, Ala. 12:30 p.m.   1 - 2 (L)
Feb. 20 S. Illinois-Edwardsville at Auburn, Ala.  10 a.m. 9 - 4 (W)
Feb. 21 Ohio at Auburn, Ala.  9 a.m.  5 - 1 (W)
NFCA Leadoff Classic 
Feb. 26 Arkansas at Columbus, Ga. 10 a.m. 0 - 2 (L)
Feb. 26 Georgia Tech at Columbus, Ga. 5:30 p.m. 2 - 0 (W)
Feb. 27 Alabama at Columbus, Ga. 3 p.m. 3 - 11 (L) (6)
Feb. 27 Central Florida at Columbus, Ga. 5:30 p.m. 4 - 5 (L) (8)
Feb. 28 Virginia Tech at Columbus, Ga. 11:30 a.m. 2 - 0 (W)
Embassy Suites Festival 
March 5 Tulsa at Tulsa, Okla.  5 p.m. 6 - 7 (L)
March 6 North Dakota at Tulsa, Okla.  3 p.m. 10 - 0 (W) (5)
March 6 Tulsa at Tulsa, Okla. 5 p.m. 1 - 4 (L)
March 7 North Dakota at Tulsa, Okla. 9 a.m. 10 - 2 (W) (5)
March 7 Tulsa at Tulsa, Okla. 1 p.m. 4 - 6 (L)
Diamond Devil Invitational 
March 12 Pacific at Tempe, Ariz. 1 p.m. 8 - 0 (W) (5)
March 12 BYU at Tempe, Ariz. 3:30 p.m. 1 - 5 (L)
March 13 Pacific at Tempe, Ariz. 1:30 p.m. 11 - 2 (W) (6)
March 13 Arizona State at Tempe, Ariz. 6 p.m. 0 - 1 (L)
March 14 Arizona State at Tempe, Ariz. 3 p.m. 1 - 7 (L)
March 17 South Dakota Bowlin Stadium 3 p.m. 7 - 5 (W)
March 17 South Dakota Bowlin Stadium 5 p.m. 9 - 3 (W)
March 24 Wisconsin Bowlin Stadium 3 p.m. 8 - 0 (W) (5)
March 24 Wisconsin Bowlin Stadium 5 p.m. 4 - 3 (W)
March 27 Texas * at Austin, Texas 1 p.m. 0 - 9 (L) (5)
March 28 Texas * at Austin, Texas Noon 1 - 4 (L)
March 30 Drake Bowlin Stadium 3 p.m. 2 - 4 (L) (8)
March 30 Drake Bowlin Stadium 5 p.m. 5 - 0 (W)
March 31 South Dakota State  Bowlin Stadium 3 p.m. 8 - 3 (W)
March 31 South Dakota State Bowlin Stadium 5 p.m. 6 - 0 (W)
April 3 Texas A&M * Bowlin Stadium 2 p.m. 3 - 6 (L)
April 3 Texas A&M * Bowlin Stadium 5 p.m. 8 - 3 (W)
April 7 Creighton at Omaha, Neb. 6 p.m. 4 - 3 (W)
April 10 Texas Tech * at Lubbock, Texas 2 p.m. 3 - 1 (W)
April 11 Texas Tech * at Lubbock, Texas Noon 2 - 0 (W)
April 14 Kansas * at Lawrence, Kan. 5 p.m. 2 - 0 (W)
April 15 Iowa State * at Ames, Iowa 4 p.m. 5 - 9 (L)
April 17 Baylor * Bowlin Stadium 3 p.m. 5 - 3 (W)
April 18 Baylor * Bowlin Stadium Noon 2 - 6 (L)
April 20 Iowa State * Bowlin Stadium 5 p.m. 3 - 6 (L)
April 22 Kansas * Bowlin Stadium 5 p.m. 8 - 5 (W)
April 24 Oklahoma * Bowlin Stadium 2 p.m. 0 - 5 (L)
April 25 Oklahoma * Bowlin Stadium Noon 0 - 8 (L) (6)
April 27 Northern Iowa Bowlin Stadium 5 p.m. 3 - 5 (L)
April 28 Creighton Bowlin Stadium 6 p.m. 11 - 7 (W)
May 1 Oklahoma State * at Stillwater, Okla. 2 p.m. 0 - 4 (L)
May 2 Oklahoma State * at Stillwater, Okla. Noon 0 - 8 (L) (5)
May 8 Missouri * Bowlin Stadium Noon 5 - 2 (W)
May 9 Missouri * Bowlin Stadium Noon 0 - 5 (L)
Big 12 Championship
May 15 Texas A&M          at Oklahoma City, Okla. 5 p.m. 0 - 5 (L)
NCAA Regional
May 21 North Carolina     at Seattle, Wash. 4:30 p.m. 0 - 1 (L)
May 22 North Dakota St. at Seattle, Wash. 7:30 p.m. 5 - 1 (W)
May 23 North Carolina    at Seattle, Wash. 2 p.m. 0 - 1 (L) (8)

2010 Softball Schedule/Results The Nebraska softball team earned one of 34 at-large invitations into the 2010 NCAA Softball 
Tournament to close the 2010 season. The Huskers were the No. 3 seed in the four-team Seattle 
Regional, hosted by defending national champion Washington. The postseason berth marks 
Nebraska’s 20th overall NCAA Tournament appearance – the 10th-most appearances in NCAA 
history – and is the 15th time the Huskers have made the postseason in the past 16 seasons.

Nebraska finished with a 31-30 record, with eight of the Huskers’ 
last nine games played against NCAA Tournament teams, including 
seven contests against teams currently ranked in the top 20. 

A simple bunt turned into disaster for the Nebraska softball team 
on Friday, as a pair of errors turned a would-be out into the only 
run of the game, as the Huskers fell to North Carolina, 1-0, in the 
opening game of the Regional. ACC Pitcher-of-the-Year Danielle 
Spaulding allowed only two Huskers to reach base in the game and 
retired the final 17 batters she faced. Her no-hitter marked the first 
time Nebraska had been no-hit since 2006 and only the second time 
the Huskers have ever been held hitless in the NCAA Tournament.

On Saturday, the team homered twice after a three-hour rain delay 
to power past North Dakota State, 5-1. Nebraska took a 2-0 lead 
before North Dakota State cut the lead in half after four innings of play. The rain then began to 
fall and delayed the game for three hours. The Huskers came back from the break and homered 
twice in the seventh inning to tack on three insurance runs and round out the 5-1 victory.

Sophomore right-hander Ashley Hagemann delivered another brilliant pitching performance 
for the Nebraska softball team on Sunday, but her two-hit effort was not enough as the Huskers’ 
season came to an end with a 1-0 loss to North Carolina. Hagemann took a one-hit shutout into 
the top of the eighth before Kelli Wheeler blasted a leadoff home run that produced the game’s 
only run and ended the Huskers’ season.

NU was one of seven teams from the Big 12 Conference in the field of 64. The Huskers played 
22 total games against 13 teams in this year’s NCAA Tournament, posting a 7-15 record in 
those games. The team owns an all-time NCAA Tournament record of 53-43, as the 52 victories 
rank eighth nationally.

Softball Team Closes Season at NCAA Tournament

First-Team All-Big 12 sophomore Ashley Guile

Senior Big 12 home run leader Adam Bailey
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A walk-on wrestler who defied odds to become a 
three-time NCAA All-American, and the University 
of Nebraska’s first-ever Lowe’s Senior CLASS Award 
recipient in any sport earned top honors at Nebraska’s 
2010 Student-Athlete Recognition Banquet on April 18 
that drew a record crowd of 832 to the Bob Devaney 
Sports Center. 

Craig Brester, a Mechanized Systems Management 
major who graduated in May, was named Nebraska’s 
2010 Senior Male Student-Athlete of the Year.

Kelsey Griffin, a Biological Sciences major who also 
graduated in May, was named Nebraska’s 2010 Senior 
Female Student-Athlete of the Year.

Jo Potuto, a professor in the College of Law and 
NU’s Faculty Athletic Representative, presented the 
Student-Athlete-of-the-Year Awards to Brester, who 
attended the banquet, and to Griffin, who accepted her 
award via video because of practice obligations with the 

winners increased the total to 4,100 Medallion Awards 
since NU’s first recognition banquet in 1991.

Blake Lawrence and Megan Wheatley, co-presidents 
of the Nebraska Student-Athlete Advisory Committee, 
launched the program with a combination year-in-
review commentary.

Zimmer presented the Life Skills Awards of 
Excellence, a competition that tracks community 
outreach and is the department’s top service award. For 
the first time, the award was split into two divisions. 
Chuck Chmelka’s Gymnastics Team won the men’s Life 
Skills Award, and Pablo Morales’ Husker Swimming 
and Diving Team won the women’s competition.

Leblanc presented the Herman Awards for athletic 
teams that carried the highest grade-point-averages 
on campus. Jay Dirksen’s men’s and women’s cross 
country teams swept the award, named in honor of Dick 
and the late Dale Herman, who established an endowed 

Achievement for Staying in SchoolTM, the Lowe’s 
Senior CLASS Award focuses on the total student-
athlete and encourages students to use their platform 
in athletics to make a positive impact as leaders in 
their communities. The award identifies personal 
qualities that define a complete student-athlete, with 
criteria including community service, excellence in 
the classroom, outstanding character and competition 
on the court.

Griffin was also a finalist for National Player of the 
Year, the V Foundation Comeback Spirit Award and 
the National Consortium Student-Athlete Courage 
Award. The three-time Nebraska team captain also 
has been honored with the Hero Leadership Award.

Brester grew up dreaming of following in the 
footsteps of Brad Vering, a fellow Howells, Neb., 
native and NCAA wrestling champion at Nebraska 
and Olympic Silver Medalist. A two-time Husker team 
captain, Brester finished as NCAA runner-up twice 
in the 197-pound weight class en route to his three 
All-America honors.

“Craig has meant so much to our program,” 
Nebraska Coach Mark Manning said. “He’s a 
tremendous student with a 3.9 GPA. He’s very humble 
and has tremendous values. If there’s a two-hour 
practice, he will be there 2 ½ hours. You would like 
to have 40 guys like Craig Brester. Because of his 
tremendous work ethic, he’s developed himself as a 
champion athlete and a champion in the classroom. 
He’s a class act in everything he does. He’s every 
coach’s dream.”

Brester finished his NU career with a 109-21 record, 
including a 30-3 mark in 2009-10. He leaves his name in 
the school record books with the eighth-best winning 
percentage (.838) and is one of only 18 Huskers to 
reach 100 wins. He is the 12th Husker to earn three 
All-America awards. The 2009 Outstanding Wrestler 
in the 2009 Big 12 Championships, Brester also was a 
three-time NWCA All-Academic Team honoree and a 
four-time Academic All-Big 12 First-Team recipient.

Nebraska Women’s Basketball Coach Connie Yori 
said Griffin is the best player she has ever coached. 
“Even more importantly, she is a great person,” Yori 
said. “Kelsey understands that there is more to life than 
basketball. She is an outstanding student, and she has 
spent countless hours giving back to the community.”

Griffin, a three-time All-Big 12 Conference player, 
was also the league’s 2010 Player of the Year after 
leading Nebraska to its best record ever (32-2) and to 
its best finish in the national polls (third) and in the 
NCAA Tournament (regional semifinals). 

“Kelsey set the tone as the leader of our team this 
year,” Yori said. “She is truly deserving of all of the 
awards she has received.”

Even though they excelled at the highest levels 
individually, Brester and Griffin are known for the 
strength they draw from their families, friends, 
teachers, coaches and teammates. Both have been 
models for their perseverance as much as hard work.

“They are great examples of what you can 
accomplish when you put your mind to it and focus on 
what needs to be done,” Zimmer said. “They know how 
to deal with adversity, and they are champions in life 
every bit as much as they are champions athletically 
and academically.”

Brester, Griffin Named Nebraska’s 2010 Student-Athletes of the Year

USA Women’s National Basketball Team.
Potuto praised the award winners’ ability to balance 

athletic achievement with academic accomplishment 
and still find time to serve the community and 
represent the university inspirationally.

Dennis Leblanc, Nebraska’s Senior Associate 
Athletic Director of Academics, echoed her praise. 
“Kelsey and Craig are both quiet, unassuming, humble, 
team-oriented proven leaders with exceptional work-
ethic and determination to be the best in all endeavors,” 
he said.

“Kelsey has done a tremendous job of balancing 
the demands of basketball travel, postseason play, the 
WNBA draft and countless other community service 
and volunteer commitments,” said Keith Zimmer, 
Nebraska’s Associate Athletic Director for Life Skills. 
“Craig has been equally phenomenal in managing his 
time. He’s volunteered for everything from Madonna 
Hospital and Tabitha Health Care to Peoples City 
Mission and Juvenile Diabetes.”

Nebraska Athletic Director Tom Osborne was the 
evening’s keynote speaker and joined deans and college 
representatives from various schools to co-present 278 
individual Medallion Awards to student-athletes who 
achieved bronze, silver or gold distinction for scholastic 
excellence. This year’s record number of Medallion 

fund to recognize student-athlete achievements. The 
women’s cross country team achieved a 3.709 GPA 
and the men’s team a 3.34 GPA.

Even though Brester and Griffin took different paths 
to Nebraska, both were beneficiaries of the Huskers’ 
unparalleled support.

“When you get here as a freshman walk-on from 
a small town, it’s almost like getting thrown to the 
wolves,” Brester said in his acceptance remarks. “But 
then you realize you have all this support, and winning 
an award like this is really a testament to all of that 
support more than anything.” 

Griffin, Nebraska’s first-ever first-team AP All-
American in basketball - men’s or women’s - made 
history as Nebraska’s first-ever Lowe’s Senior CLASS 
Award winner across all sports.

A 6-2 forward from Eagle River, Alaska, she was 
chosen by a nationwide vote of Division I women’s 
coaches, national basketball media and fans. The 
Lowe’s Senior CLASS Award is presented annually to 
the most outstanding senior student-athlete in NCAA 
Division I women’s basketball. The announcement and 
trophy presentation were made by Lowe’s, an official 
Corporate Partner of the NCAA, during at the 2010 
NCAA Women’s Final Four in San Antonio.

An acronym for Celebrating Loyalty and 

Craig Brester of the Nebraska wrestling team and Kelsey Griffin of the NU women’s basketball team were named the 2010 Nebraska Student-Athletes of the Year on April 18. 
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Former Nebraska linebacker Blake Lawrence won the Huskers’ highest honor 
for life skills on April 19 at the NU Athletic Department’s Annual HERO Leadership 
Breakfast in Lincoln. A crowd of nearly 200 saluted Lawrence, who was presented the 
Gerard Life Skills Award of Excellence 

A two-year letterman who did not redshirt, Lawrence played one of his best games 
in Nebraska’s Gator Bowl win over Clemson, but took the advice of his doctors and 
ended his football career after repeated concussions.

“What’s special about Blake is how he has channeled his football passion into the 
community,” said Keith Zimmer, Nebraska’s Associate Athletic Director for Life 
Skills. “He is still making an impact – an impact that is probably equal to football, if 
not more important.”

Lawrence completed his bachelor’s degree last December in just 2½ years. He had 
a 3.9 Grade-Point Average in Marketing and was recently accepted into Nebraska’s 
M.B.A. program.

“He didn’t turn 21 until a few weeks ago, and he’s already talking about getting his 
Ph.D. by the time he’s 26,” said Megan Wheatley, who has served the past year with 
Lawrence as co-presidents of Nebraska’s Student-Athlete Advisory Committee – the 
Athletic Department’s highest leadership group.

Lawrence admitted Monday that it was difficult for him to give up football. “When I 
came here, I had big goals,” he said. “I just got hit in the head too many times. I did get 
to represent the University of Nebraska as an athlete, and I will continue to represent 
the University as a business person.”

His leadership role and his intense involvement in community outreach activities 
have allowed Lawrence to keep his identity, connect with people and create tremendous 
value for the Athletic Department, even though football is no longer a part of his 
everyday life.  

About as Well-Rounded as You Can Get
Zimmer believes Lawrence is a prime example of why it’s important to pursue 

academics with the same passion as athletics. “He didn’t make football his only option 
for success,” Zimmer said. “When his sport was taken away from him, he doubled up 
his efforts and will now get two degrees for the price of none.”

Lawrence’s athletic scholarship is paying for his bachelor’s and master’s degrees. 
“Throw three internships in there – two from Lincoln and one with a website company 
in New York – plus his leadership roles, and there isn’t anybody who can match what 
he’s done,” Zimmer said. 

“What a head start to a bright future,” Zimmer added. “Not only can Blake and 
his family be proud of this honor, but all of Nebraska can take great pride in this 
accomplishment. Blake exemplifies everything we’re trying to develop and promote 
here.”

Wheatley is a three-time Big 12 Conference champion – twice in the heptathlon and 
once in the pentathlon. She’s also an NCAA All-American and a two-time Husker track 
and field captain, but count her as a multi-event athlete who marvels at Lawrence’s 
ability to multi-task anything.

“He’s the ultimate student-athlete,” Wheatley said of Lawrence. “He has everything, 
and he always has a smile on his face. You can tell how confident and how comfortable 
he is and how much he gives and expects nothing in return. He’s just a great guy, and 
Nebraska is lucky to have someone like him leading others.”

Ivan Gerard, who presented the Life Skills Award of Excellence to Lawrence, read 
a John Wooden quote enscribed on the award: “You can’t live a perfect day without 
doing something for someone who will never be able to repay you.”

Gerard thought the quote fit Lawrence perfectly.
It also reflects the attitudes of the 30 HERO Award recipients and nine student-

athletes who were recognized for their participation in the Husker Connect program 
as mentors in the Lincoln Public Schools.

HERO Award recipients, listed alphabetically, are: Christopher Aumueller, tennis; 
Bjorn Barrefors, track and field; Nikki Bober, basketball; Epley Bullock, track and 
field; Kaitlyn Burke, basketball; Jordan Burroughs, wrestling; Abby Buxton, tennis; 
Boomer Collins, baseball; Christine Costello, rifle; Jared Crick, football; Cody Green, 
football; Ashley Guile, softball; Michael Hays, football; Alex Henery, football; Adrion 
Hernandez, men’s gymnastics; Blaine Hoppenrath, women’s swimming and diving; 
Mariah Hutchinson, swimming and diving; D.J. Jones, football; Karyn Lacour, 
track and field; Brittany Lanier, soccer; Ben Nelson, basketball; Nate Polacek, 
track and field; Jordan Reinertson, men’s golf; Carolyn Schorgl, golf; Bryce Somer, 

More Than 40 Huskers Honored for Life Skills
cross country; Kylie Stone, gymnastics; Danielle van der Meer, bowling; Megan 
Wheatley, track and field; Katie White, cross country; and Jessica Yanz, volleyball.

Husker Connect honorees and students they mentor include: Shay Powell, soccer 
(Auvanique Allen, Rousseau Elementary); Alex Henery, football (Jack Smeal, Cavett 
Elementary); D.J. Jones, football, and Jessica Mills, soccer (Wyatt Gifford, Zeman 
Elementary); Kyler Reed, football (Eric Dissmeyer, Campbell Elementary); Marcus 
Mendoza, football (Mohammad Lantos, Campbell Elementary); Cody Green and 
Curenski Gilleylen, football (Isaiah Taylor, Arnold Elementary); Jessica Periago, 
basketball (Mason Heiden, Arnold Elementary); Ashley Guile, softball (Alexis Moyer, 
Morley Elementary); and Anthony Blue, football (Syree Mills, Holmes Elementary).

Nebraska Athletic Director Tom Osborne was the featured speaker. He talked 
about servant leadership and how that mindset enabled Nebraska student-athletes 
to complete at least 100 individual outreach projects that resulted in 40,000 hours of 
community service for countless people over the past year. 

Osborne described the importance of role models, the necessity of vision and why 
servant leadership is based on values, not public opinion. “Leadership is someone who 
listens empathetically,” he said, pointing out that people “look at what you say, what 
you do and what you stand for.”

Widow Thanks Helu, Henery for Showing They Cared
The breakfast concluded with an emotional account about HERO winners Helu 

and Henery and their visit to a Lincoln Hospice facility the day before the 2009 
season opener. 

Susan Brooks described what that visit meant to her late husband. Choking back 
tears as she finished her short speech, Brooks told 29 of the 30 HERO recipients in 
attendance (Nikki Bober was in Indiana for a job interview) that she enjoys it most 
when Helu and Henery don’t wear their helmets on the sideline. That way, her season 
ticket-holding family can recognize them.

Brooks said she’s learned there is so much more to Nebraska football players than 
a helmet that hides a face and a jersey that only has a number on it. Such anonymity 
overshadows the warm expressions she remembers from caring players who reached 
out and touched her family during a difficult time.

“Don’t ever underestimate the power you have to make someone feel special,” she said
After she sat down next to her daughter and grandson, Helu stood up to give 

Brooks a hug. Then Henery walked from the back of the room to the front to give 
her another hug.

Henery is one of the best kickers, if not the best kicker in the country, and Helu 
is one of the best running backs who could become the best with a little luck and a 
healthy body.

None of that mattered to Susan Brooks. 
The white helmets with the red Ns were off, and that was a welcome sight for a 

widow who remembers how touched her husband was just to know how much Helu 
and Henery cared.

Blake Lawrence (left) won the 2010 Nebraska Life Skills Award of Excellence, presented by Ivan Gerard (right).
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Women’s Basketball Team Wraps Up Best
Season in School History
 Nebraska celebrated the best women’s basketball season in school history at its annual awards banquet 
on Sunday, April 11. The Huskers capped their 32-2 season by joining more than 450 boosters, family, 
friends and athletic department personnel at the Lincoln Station to celebrate a Big 12 championship season.
 The Huskers made history throughout 2009-10, advancing to the program’s first NCAA Sweet 16 
after earning the school’s first NCAA Tournament No. 1 seed. The Huskers went on to achieve the first 
final top 25 national rankings in school history, as Nebraska closed 2009-10 with a No. 4 ranking in the 
Associated Press Poll and a No. 7 ranking in the USA Today/ESPN Coaches Top 25. NU also finished 
No. 4 in the final official NCAA RPI rankings.
  Nebraska tied the Big 12 record with a 30-game winning streak that 

included the first unbeaten regular season (29-0) by a Big 12 men’s or 
women’s basketball program in history. NU also became just the second 
team in history to go through the Big 12 regular season with a perfect 
16-0 record.

  The Huskers, who opened the season unranked in the national polls 
and picked sixth by league coaches in the Big 12 preseason rankings, won 
the school’s first Big 12 women’s basketball title after an outstanding 
offseason.

  Although Nebraska’s run in the NCAA Tournament ended in the 
Kansas City Regional semifinal at the Sprint Center, Coach Connie Yori 
and Kelsey Griffin remained in the national spotlight at the NCAA 
Women’s Final Four.

  Yori was named the 2010 National Coach of the Year by the WBCA, 
the Associated Press, and the U.S. Basketball Writers Association, while 
also winning the Naismith Award and the inaugural Kay Yow Award. 
Yori also captured Big 12 Coach-of-the-Year accolades.
 Griffin claimed the 2010 Lowe’s Senior CLASS Award, becoming 
Nebraska’s first winner of the award across all sports. She was also 
named a first-team All-American by the WBCA, AP, USBWA and the 
Wooden Award. She was a finalist for the Naismith and Wade trophies 
and the Wooden Award, while also being named a finalist for the Honda 
Sports Award. She was also a finalist for the V Foundation Comeback 
Award and the NCSA Giant Steps Courageous Student-Athlete Award.
 Griffin’s collegiate career culminated with her No. 3 overall selection 
by Minnesota in the 2010 WNBA Draft. She was quickly traded to the 
Connecticut Sun, and will begin her professional career after spending 
five days with the U.S. National Women’s Select Team in Connecticut, 
April 14-18.  The selection made her the top Husker pick in WNBA 
Draft history. Nicole Kubik was NU’s first first-round pick going No. 15 
in the 2000 WNBA Draft.
 Senior Cory Montgomery was also chosen as the No. 1 pick in the 
third round of the WNBA Draft by the New York Liberty. Montgomery 
marked the fourth Husker WNBA Draft pick in school history, joining 
Griffin, Nicole Kubik and Kiera Hardy. It also marked the first time 
that two Huskers had been taken in the same draft. Montgomery, 
who joined Griffin on the 2010 first-team All-Big 12 squad, closed her 
Nebraska career with 1,378 points and 627 rebounds. She and Griffin 
are among a group of just eight players in Husker history with more 
than 1,300 points and 600 rebounds. Griffin closed her Husker career 
with 2,033 points and 1,019 boards.
 At the year-end banquet, Griffin was named Nebraska’s Most 
Outstanding Offensive Player and shared the team’s Most Outstanding 
Defensive Player award with Big 12 Co-Defensive Player of the Year 
Yvonne Turner. Nikki Bober and Kala Kuhlmann shared the Husker 
Award, while all 15 Huskers claimed the Teammate Award.

2009-10 Women’s Basketball 
Schedule/Results

Date Opponent Location Time Results
Nov. 3 Pittsburg State (exh.) Devaney Center 7:05 p.m. 68-54 (W)
Nov. 8 Nebraska-Kearney (exh.) Devaney Center 2:05 p.m. 89-47 (W)
Nov. 13 Davidson Devaney Center 7:05 p.m. 86-62 (W)
Nov. 15 UNLV at Las Vegas, Nev. 4 p.m.   73-51 (W)
Nov. 19 Idaho State Devaney Center 7:05 p.m. 88-41 (W)
Nov. 22 Washington State Devaney Center 2:05 p.m. 107-54 (W)
Saint Mary's Hilton Tournament  
Nov. 27 UALR at Moraga, Calif. 7 p.m.   62-45 (W)
Nov. 28 Saint Mary's at Moraga, Calif. 9 p.m.   84-73 (W)
Dec. 3 South Dakota Devaney Center 7:05 p.m. 77-38 (W)
Dec. 5 Miami at Coral Gables, Fla. 1 p.m.   76-71 (W)
Dec. 9 Creighton Devaney Center 7:05 p.m. 69-56 (W)
Dec. 13 Northern Illinois Devaney Center 2:05 p.m. 69-44 (W)
Dec. 20 LSU Devaney Center 1:05 p.m. 77-63 (W)
Dec. 30 Albany Devaney Center 7:05 p.m. 88-41 (W)
Jan. 4 Vermont at Burlington, Vt. 6 p.m.   94-50 (W)
Jan. 9 Iowa State* at Ames, Iowa  7 p.m.   57-49 (W)
Jan. 12 Texas* Devaney Center 7:05 p.m. 91-79 (W)
Jan. 17 Baylor* at Waco, Texas 2:30 p.m.  65-56 (W)
Jan. 23 Kansas State* Devaney Center 11 a.m. 71-56 (W)
Jan. 27 Texas Tech* at Lubbock, Texas 7 p.m.   89-47 (W)
Jan. 30 Colorado* at Boulder, Colo.        4:30 p.m.  80-64 (W)
Feb. 3 Oklahoma State* Devaney Center       7:05 p.m. 88-67 (W)
Feb. 6 Texas A&M* Devaney Center Noon  71-60 (W)
Feb. 10 Kansas* at Lawrence, Kan. 7 p.m. 67-60 (W)
Feb. 13 Missouri* at Columbia, Mo. 1 p.m.   82-78 (W)
Feb. 17 Iowa State* Devaney Center 7:05 p.m. 60-50 (W)
Feb. 20 Colorado* Devaney Center 1:05 p.m. 89-73 (W) 
Feb. 24 Oklahoma* at Norman, Okla. 7 p.m.   80-64 (W)
Feb. 27 Missouri*  Devaney Center 7:05 p.m. 67-51 (W)
March 3 Kansas* Devaney Center 7:05 p.m. 77-52 (W) 
March 6 Kansas State* at Manhattan, Kan. Noon   82-72 (W)
Big 12 Championship
March 12 Kansas State at Kansas City, Mo. 11 a.m. 63-46 (W)
March 13 Texas A&M at Kansas City, Mo.  Noon 70-80 (L)

NCAA Tournament
March 21 Northern Iowa at Minneapolis, Minn. 6 p.m. 83-44 (W)
March 23 UCLA at Minneapolis, Minn. 9 p.m. 83-70 (W)
March 28 Kentucky at Kansas City, Mo. 8:30 p.m. 67-76 (L)

Senior Kelsey Griffin earned several honors, 
including Nebraska’s first Senior CLASS Award

Senior Cory Montgomery joined Griffin in the WNBA 
Draft, marking the first time two Huskers were taken 
in the same draft

Coach Connie Yori completed a clean sweep of 
every major national coach-of-the-year honor in 
2009-10

FINCH JOINS HUSKER COACHING STAFF
Nebraska Coach Connie Yori announced that 

Dayna Finch has been hired as an assistant women's 
basketball coach for the Huskers.

Finch, who was recruited by Yori out of high school 
to play at Creighton, rejoins the Nebraska staff after 
spending the 2004-05 and 2005-06 seasons as a 
graduate assistant manager for the Huskers. Finch 
returns to Lincoln after spending the past two seasons 
as an assistant coach at Creighton. She spent her first 
two seasons as a full-time assistant coach at Northern 
Colorado (2006-07, 2007-08) following her first stint on 
the Husker staff as a graduate assistant.

"We are excited to have Dayna back on our staff 
at Nebraska," Yori said. "She has knowledge and 
understanding of the game of basketball beyond her 
years, and we think she is also going to help us in 
recruiting. Dayna will be an asset to our staff and our 
players in the future."



N CLUB Letterwinners’ Association Newsletter | May 201010

In a rematch of last season’s national title bout, Nebraska senior Craig Brester (197) came up just 
short of a national title as he fell to No. 1 Jake Varner (Iowa State), 5-2, in the finals of the 2010 NCAA 
Championships at Qwest Center Omaha. Brester finished a spectacular career with his third All-America 
honor, while leading Nebraska to a tie for 12th-place in the team standings with 39.5 points. 

In four victories leading up to the semifinals, Brester was as impressive as any wrestler at the tournament. 
The senior began the week with a pin and followed with three consecutive shutouts, including two major 
decisions. He had only allowed one takedown prior to the finals.

Nebraska’s 12th-place team finish marked the 11th time in 
the past 15 years that the Huskers have finished in the top 15. 
NU placed fifth at the Big 12 Championship despite losing 2009 
undefeated national champion Jordan Burroughs to injury earlier 
in the season. 

Along with Brester, senior Stephen Dwyer ended his All-
American career with a fourth-place finish at the 2010 NCAA 
Championships. Dwyer wrestled in the consolation bracket, 
winning by major decision over No. 10 Jordan Blanton of Illinois 
to reach the consolation final, where he then fell to No. 3 Chris 
Henrich of Virginia. 

With his fourth-place finish at nationals, Dwyer earned All-
America honors for the second time after also doing so in 2008 
at 165 pounds. He is just the seventh Husker in school history 
to claim an All-America award in two separate weight divisions.

A native of Rockton, Ill., Dwyer ended the 2010 NCAA 
Championships with a 9-1 defeat at the hands of No. 3 Chris 
Henrich of Virginia. Dwyer trailed just 2-1 after the first period, 
but suffered from a pair of 2-point near falls that resulted in his fifth loss of the season, all of which came 
to opponents ranked in the top 10, including four in the top five.

Brester, Dwyer Earn All-America Status Again

Date Opponent Location Time Results 
Nov. 6 Red-White Intrasquad Devaney Center 6 p.m.     --
Nov. 15 Wisconsin NU Coliseum 1 p.m. 26 - 17 (W) 
Nov. 21 Kaufman-Brand Open at Omaha, Neb.  9 a.m.     --
Nov. 22 NWCA All-Star Classic at Fullerton, Calif. 4 p.m.     -- 
Journeymen/Brute Northeast Duals  
Nov. 28 Binghamton at Troy, N.Y. 8:15 a.m. 27 - 11 (W) 
Nov. 28 Lehigh at Troy, N.Y. 12:15 p.m. 15 - 18 (L) 
Nov. 28 Hofstra at Troy, N.Y. 2:15 p.m. 29 - 6 (W) 
Nov. 28 Appalachian State at Troy, N.Y. 4 p.m. 40 - 6 (W) 
Dec. 4-5 Las Vegas Invitational at Primm, Nev. 11 a.m. 5th (94) 
Dec. 10 Minnesota at Minneapolis, Minn.  7 p.m.   14-28 (L)
Dec. 12 South Dakota State at Brookings, S.D. 2 p.m.   46-6 (W)
Dec. 19 Nebraska-Kearney NU Coliseum 10 a.m.   23-18 (W)
Dec. 19 Central Michigan NU Coliseum 10 a.m.   6-29 (L)
Jan. 3 North Dakota State NU Coliseum 2 p.m.   33-9 (W)
Jan. 3 North Carolina State NU Coliseum 4 p.m.   31-10 (W)
NWCA National Duals
Jan. 9 Iowa at Cedar Falls, Iowa 9 a.m. 3-33 (L)
Jan. 10 Buffalo at Cedar Falls, Iowa 1 p.m. 17-18 (L)
Jan. 17 Wyoming  NU Coliseum 2 p.m.   10-29 (L)
Jan. 22 Arizona State at Tempe, Ariz. 9 p.m.   Canceled
Jan. 24 Oregon State at Corvallis, Ore. 4 p.m.   7-32 (L)
Jan. 29 Missouri* NU Coliseum 7 p.m.   16-22 (L)
Jan. 31 Northern Colorado NU Coliseum 1 p.m.   37-9 (W)
Feb. 4 Oklahoma (Senior Night)* NU Coliseum 7 p.m.   15-22 (L)
Feb. 12 Oklahoma State* at Stillwater, Okla. 7 p.m.   6-31 (L)
Feb. 21 Iowa State* at Ames, Iowa 2 p.m.   7-34 (L)
March 6 Big 12 Championship at Norman, Okla.  11 a.m. 5th (32)
NCAA Championships  
March 18     Day One Omaha, Neb. 11 a.m. 20th (12)
March 19     Day Two Omaha, Neb. 9:30 a.m. 13th (35)
March 20     Day Three Omaha, Neb. 10 a.m. 12th (39.5)
 

2009-10 Wrestling
Schedule/Results

Date Opponent Location Time Results
Nov. 6 Arkansas-Fort Smith (exh.) Devaney Center 7 p.m.   86-66 (W)
Nov. 10 Hastings (exh.) Devaney Center 7 p.m.   71-39 (W)
Nov. 14 SC Upstate Devaney Center 7 p.m.   76-49 (W)
Nov. 18 Saint Louis at St. Louis, Mo. 7 p.m.  55-69 (L)
Nov. 21 TCU Devaney Center 7 p.m. 90-77 (W)
Nov. 24 UMKC Devaney Center 7 p.m. 70-48 (W)
Nov. 29 USC at Los Angeles, Calif. 4 p.m.  51-48 (W)
Dec. 2 Texas-Pan American Devaney Center 7 p.m.   81-53 (W)
Dec. 6 Creighton at Omaha, Neb. 4 p.m.   61-67 (L)
Dec. 10 Chicago State Devaney Center 7 p.m.  74-39 (W)
Dec. 12 Oregon State Devaney Center 7 p.m.  50-44 (W)
Dec. 19 Jackson State Devaney Center 7 p.m.   57-41 (W)
Las Vegas Classic  
Dec. 22 Tulsa at Las Vegas, Nev. 7 p.m. 74-70 (W)  
Dec. 23 BYU at Las Vegas, Nev. 9:30 p.m. 66-88 (L)
Dec. 29 Southern Utah Devaney Center 7 p.m.   94-61 (W)
Jan. 2 Maryland Eastern Shore Devaney Center 3 p.m.   74-60 (W)
Jan. 5 Southeastern Louisiana Devaney Center 7 p.m.   77-59 (W)
Jan. 9 Texas A&M* at College Station, Texas  3 p.m. 53-64 (L) 
Jan. 13 Kansas* Devaney Center 8 p.m.  72-84 (L)
Jan. 16 Iowa State* Devaney Center 7 p.m.  53-56 (L)
Jan. 23 Missouri* at Columbia, Mo. 5 p.m.  53-70 (L)
Jan. 27 Colorado* at Boulder, Colo. 9 p.m.   60-72 (L)
Jan. 30 Oklahoma* Devaney Center 12:30 p.m. 63-46 (W) 
Feb. 2 Kansas State* Devaney Center 7 p.m.  57-76 (L)
Feb. 6 Kansas* at Lawrence, Kan. 5 p.m. 64-75 (L)
Feb. 10 Baylor* Devaney Center 8 p.m.  53-55 (L)
Feb. 13 Texas* at Austin, Texas 3 p.m.  51-91 (L)
Feb. 17 Kansas State* at Manhattan, Kan. 6 p.m.  87-91 (L)
Feb. 20 Missouri* Devaney Center 5 p.m.  58-74 (L)
Feb. 24 Iowa State* at Ames, Iowa 6:30 p.m.  74-78 (L)
Feb. 27 Texas Tech* Devaney Center 3 p.m.  83-79 (W/2OT)
March 2 Colorado* Devaney Center 7 p.m.  68-81 (L)
March 6 Oklahoma State* at Stillwater, Okla. 12:30 p.m. 55-74 (L)
Big 12 Championship  
March 10 Missouri at Kansas City, Mo. 2 p.m. 75 - 60 (W)  
March 11 Texas A&M at Kansas City, Mo. 2 p.m. 64 - 70 (L)

2009-10 Men’s Basketball 
Schedule/Results The Nebraska basketball team, which finished with a 15-18 overall record and 2-14 mark in league 

action, softened a disappointing season with a solid finish at the Big 12 Championship in Kansas City in 
early March. The Huskers earned just the second victory by a No. 
12 seed in the history of the Big 12 tourney when NU upended 
fifth-seeded Missouri, 75-60, in the first round. 

The victory over the Tigers was Nebraska’s only win over 
an NCAA Tournament team. It also gave the Huskers two wins 
in their final five games of the season after a brutal conference 
schedule that included a school-record five straight games against 
nationally ranked teams, highlighted by three consecutive road 
contests against teams in the national top 15. Overall, the Huskers 
played 18 games against teams that advanced to postseason play, 
including 12 contests against NCAA Tournament foes. 

Despite the final record, the Huskers were still competitive 
with a young squad that included seven freshmen and sophomores 
among the 11 active scholarship players at the end of the season. 
Nearly 40 percent of the scoring came from freshmen, who also 
recorded more than 30 percent of the team’s starting assignments. 

With only three returning scholarship winners to lead the 
way, the team relied heavily on seniors Ryan Anderson and Sek 
Henry and sophomore Brandon Richardson. Anderson finished 
his career among the most versatile players in Nebraska and Big 
12 history. He surpassed the 1,000-point and 500-rebound barriers as a senior and became only the eighth 
player in the Big 12 era - and just the third ever at Nebraska - to have at least 1,000 points, 500 rebounds 
and 150 3-pointers. 

Richardson came on strong down the stretch and will be back in 2010-11 as the team’s leading 
returning scorer after posting 8.9 points per game as a sophomore. Also back next season will be the 
Huskers’ third-, fourth- and fifth-leading scorers from this season in Jorge Brian Diaz (8.8 ppg), Christian 
Standhardinger (8.1 ppg) and Lance Jeter (7.5 ppg). Diaz set the NU freshman record for blocked shots 
this season (41) and ranked among the NU freshman top 10 for field goals, points, scoring average and 
rebounds.

Huskers Work Hard While Facing Difficult Slate

Brandon Richardson will be the Huskers’ top 
returning scorer in 2010-11.

NCAA national runner-up Craig Brester
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CONTACT US
Nebraska letterwinners are encouraged to continue their 
relationship with the University, the athletic department 
and their former team. If you have not already updated 
your information with us, please contact us with your 
current mailing address, phone number and e-mail 
address. 

The fastest way to get your information to us is by 
logging onto Huskers.com. Just click on Letterwinners 
on the right-hand menu on the front page and then click 
the information button in the middle of the page. 

IMPORTANT ATHLETIC 
DEPARTMENT NUMBERS
  area code: (402)
Athletic Department ........................................ 472-4224
  ..................................................or 800-755-2565
Administration ................................................. 472-3011
Community Relations ..................................... 472-7771
Compliance ..................................................... 472-2042
Development .................................................. 472-2367
Huskers.com ................................................... 472-7775
HuskerVision .................................................. 472-4645
Licensing and Concessions ............................ 472-9446
Life Skills ........................................................ 472-4616
Marketing ........................................................ 472-0775
Media Relations .............................................. 472-2263
Ticket Office .................................................... 472-3111
  ................................................or 800-8-BIGRED

N CLUB BOARD
(elected Dec. 16, 2008)

President  Clete Blakeman
Vice-President Larry Frost
Treasurer  Jami Hagedorn
Secretary  Tim Wurth

Bowling Finishes Second at Nationals
In one of the closest games in NCAA history, the Nebraska bowling team fell 4-3 to Fairleigh 

Dickinson University at the 2010 NCAA Championship tournament on April 10. The Huskers, 
who finished second at the 2010 NCAA Championships, fell only pins short of capturing back-
to-back NCAA titles.

NU and FDU were evenly matched throughout the finals and were forced to head into the 
seventh game for just the second time in NCAA finals history. The Huskers, who had never 
lost a match in the finals prior to the 2010 NCAA Championships, held an 11-2 record over the 
tournament field.

Fairleigh Dickinson was a powerhouse throughout the entire tournament, earning a spot in 
the finals after going undefeated in Friday’s bracket play. Nebraska’s journey to the finals was 
anything but easy. The Huskers defeated Vanderbilt in the first round of bracket play, but were 
sent to the elimination bracket by Fairleigh Dickinson early on Friday. NU worked its way back 
through the elimination bracket to notch a spot in the finals.

With the game tied at 1-1, the Huskers were up just three pins midway through the third 
game. Nebraska Coach Bill Straub subbed redshirt freshman and Nebraska native Kristina 
Mickelson for Laugerman in the third game. Mickelson was a huge payoff for the Huskers, as 
she did not roll one open frame during the finals. Calberry came out again with a huge strike 
to put the Huskers ahead by 13 pins in the third game. Up by 12 pins heading into the 10th 
frame, Leuthold demonstrated stellar leadership as she pushed the Huskers forward to a 213-
203 victory in the third game. Te Huskers led the series 2-1 as they moved into the fourth game.

Even with the momentum change in the third game, the Huskers were unable to keep the 2-1 
lead and fell to the Knights in the fourth game. However, the Huskers came out swinging in the 
fifth game and took a 3-2 lead over the Knights.

The Huskers and the Knights were evenly matched throughout the sixth game, but the 
Huskers fell short and FDU tied the series at 3-3 heading into the seventh and final game. 

As the No. 1 seed in the tournament, the Huskers got the lane choice in the seventh frame. 
However, NU struggled in game seven and FDU was up 169-145 in the eighth frame. With 
little hope to win, the Huskers subbed out Leuthold at anchor in the 10th frame and put in 
senior captain and Nebraska native Kaleena Henning to bowl. Although Henning rolled a spare, 
FDU was too much for the Huskers in the 10th and captured the 2010 NCAA title.

The N Club is making a $5,000 donation to the University of Nebraska Athletic Department 
to help support the new Student Life Complex.

Clete Blakeman, a former Husker quarterback and N Club 
President, said the organization wanted to show its appreciation 
to the Athletic Department for planning and constructing a new 
$10 million facility that will be one of the top student life centers 
in collegiate athletics, if not the top facility.

The Student Life Complex will be completed by August of this 
year with staff moving into the facility by early June. 

Blakeman said he expects the N Club to continue to grow as an organization, and he would 
like to see continuous annual donations to the Student Life Complex grow as well.

“All former Nebraska student-athletes know how important it is to have a home away from 
home when they compete and study in Lincoln,” Blakeman said. “We just wanted to remind 
current and future student-athletes that former student-athletes care and support everything 
they’re trying to accomplish athletically and academically. We know how hard they work every 
day, and we want them to know we appreciate their efforts.”

Blakeman encourages all current N Club members to send a personal information form to 
former teammates, encouraging them to join the club and keep Nebraska’s athletic tradition 
visibly active. The form can be obtained from Huskers.com or e-mailing Doak Ostergard at 
dostergard@huskers.com.

N Club Gives $5,000 to Athletic Department
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Date Opponent Location Time (CT) Results
Oct. 24-25 Greater Ozark Invitational  7th/10
  at Springfield, Mo.  Noon, 8 a.m.   
Big Red Invitational   4th (12,132) 
Nov. 5 Day 1 Sun Valley Lanes 6:30 p.m. 5th (2,925) 
Nov. 6 Day 2 Sun Valley Lanes 11:30 a.m. 5th (7,394) 
Nov. 7 Day 3 Sun Valley Lanes 8 a.m.  4th (12,132) 
Dec. 4-6 Capital City Collegiate Classic  1st - 12,516
  at Jackson, Miss. 5 p.m.  
Jan. 15-17 Mid-Winter Classic at Cabot, Ark.  11:15, 9:40, 8:30  5th (11,494)
Feb. 5-7 Griffin Invitational at St. Louis, Mo. 8 a.m. 1st (13,083)
Feb. 20- 21 Morgan State Invitationa
  at Baltimore, Md. 8 a.m. 1st (6,962)
Feb. 27-28 Holiday Classic at Bessemer, Ala. 8 a.m. 1st (9-1)
March 12-14 Music City Classic 
  at Nashville, Tenn.  8:30 a.m. 2nd
NCAA Championships
April 8-10  at North Brunswick, N.J.     2nd (4-3)

2009-10 Bowling
Schedule/Results

Senior Kaleena Henning

Sophomore Erin McCarthy

Date Opponent Location Results
Jan. 16 Rocky Mountain Open at Colorado Springs, Colo. 2nd (337.05)
Jan. 30 Minnesota at Minneapolis, Minn. 2nd (342.40)  
Feb. 4-6 Winter Cup Challenge at Las Vegas, Nev.       --
Feb. 13 Oklahoma at Norman, Okla. 335.45 -356.50 (L)
Feb. 21 UIC, Air Force, Ohio State Devaney Center 1st/4 (348.25)
March 7 Oklahoma, Stanford Devaney Center 3rd/3 (347.50)
March 12 California, Penn State at Berkeley, Calif. Canceled
March 20 Iowa and Minnesota Devaney Center 2nd/3 (350.55)
Postseason
April 3 MPSF Championships at Norman, Okla. 4th/5 (341.65)
April 15-17 NCAA Championships at West Point, N.Y. 9th/12 (343.10)

2009-10 Men’s 
Gymnastics 

Schedule/Results

Senior Anthony Maras

Senior John Robinson

Senior Kylie Stone

Date Opponent Location Results
Nov. 20 Intrasquad Meet Mabel Lee       --
Dec. 6 Intrasquad Meet Devaney Center       --  
Jan. 8 Washington at Seattle, Wash. 195.70-193.45 (W)
Jan. 15 Minnesota, Illinois Devaney Center 1st/3 (195.20) 
Jan. 24 Michigan Devaney Center 196.025-194.725 (W)
Jan. 30 Missouri Devaney Center 194.70-193.275 (W)
Feb. 5 Oklahoma, Texas Women's University
  at Norman, Okla. 2nd/3 (196.225)
IGI Chicago Style Invite  
Feb. 12 Denver, Illinois, Iowa at Chicago, Ill. 1st/4 (196.475)
Feb. 20 North Carolina State, North Carolina    
 at Raleigh, N.C. 6 p.m.   2nd/3 (195.00)
Masters Classic  
Feb. 28 Arizona, Denver, West Virginia
  Devaney Center  1st/4 (196.425)
March 5 Utah at Salt Lake City, Utah 195.725-196.125 (L)
March 14 Iowa State Devaney Center 196.45-196.125 (W)
March 20 Penn State at State College, Pa. 196.20-195.575 (W)
Postseason
March 27 Big 12 Championships Devaney Center 196.625 (2nd/4)
April 10 NCAA Regionals  195.875 (2nd/6)
April 22-24 NCAA Championships at Gainesville, Fla. 196.175 (7th)

2009-10 Women’s 
Gymnastics 

Schedule/Results

Junior Brittnee Habbib

Senior Kathryn Howard

Date Opponent Location Results
Dec. 11 Nebraska Intraquad Devaney Center Track  R/114.5-W/94.5
Jan. 15-16 Holiday Inn Invitational 
  Devaney Center Track     NTS
Jan. 22 NWU Invite at Devaney Center Track     NTS 
Jan. 23 adidas Classic Devaney Center Track W-1st, M-1st
Jan. 29-30 Husker Multi Challenge Devaney Center Track     NTS
Jan. 30 Texas Tech Dual Devaney Center Track W-1st, M-1st
Feb. 5-6 Frank Sevigne Husker Invitational
  Devaney Center Track     NTS
Feb. 12-13 Iowa State Classic at Ames, Iowa                     NTS
Feb. 19 Nebraska Tune Up Devaney Center Track     NTS
Postseason
Feb. 26-27 Big 12 Indoor Championships 
  at Ames, Iowa M-2nd, W-3rd
March 12-13 NCAA Indoor Championships 
  at Fayetteville, Ark. M-t26th, W-27th

2009-10 Indoor 
Track and Field

Schedule/Results

Senior Scott Wims

Senior Megan Wheatley

Date Opponent Location Time (CT) Results 
Oct. 9 Air Force NU Rifle Range 8 a.m. 4,629-4,614 (W) 
Oct. 11 West Virginia NU Rifle Range 8 a.m. 4,634-4,660 (L) 
Oct. 17 N.C. State at West Point, N.Y. 8 a.m. 4,595-4,555 (W) 
Oct. 18 Army at West Point, N.Y. 8 a.m. 4,615-4,598 (W) 
Oct. 31 Ole Miss at Oxford, Miss. 2 p.m. 4,608-4,582 (W) 
Nov. 1 Memphis at Oxford, Miss.  2 p.m. 4,616-4,574 (W) 
Nov. 14 UTEP at El Paso, Texas 8 a.m. 4,589-4,563 (W) 
Nov. 21 TCU at Fort Worth, Texas 8 a.m.  4,615-4,651 (L) 
Nov. 30 Alaska-Fairbanks NU Rifle Range 8 a.m. 4,595-4,680 (L) 
Jan. 17 Murray State at Murray, Ky. 8 a.m.   4,597-4,618 (L)
Jan. 23 TCU NU Rifle Range 8 a.m.   4,619-4,637 (L)
Jan. 30 Kentucky NU Rifle Range 8 a.m.   4,604-4,616 (L)
Postseason
Feb. 13-14 NCAA Qualifiers at Morgantown, W. Va.  8 a.m.   4,612-4,659 (L)
Feb. 20-21 GARC Championships  at Oxford, Miss. 8 a.m.  4,612 (3rd/7)
March 12-13 NCAA Championships at Fort Worth, Texas (TCU) 4,619 (6th/8)

2009-10 Rifle
Schedule/Results

Freshman Kim Joyce

Freshman Janine Dutton

Date Opponent Location Time (CT)Results
Sept. 25 Scarlet v. Cream Intrasquad Meet 4 p.m. (C)113-  
  Devaney Natatorium       (S) 98 
Sept. 26 Alumni Meet Devaney Natatorium 10 a.m. N/A
Oct. 10 Illinois Devaney Natatorium 11 a.m. 135-165 (L)
Oct. 16 Big 12 Relays at Columbia, Mo. All day 6th (31) 
Oct. 24 Nebraska-Omaha 4 p.m. 188.5-107.5 (W) 
  Devaney Natatorium
Nov. 7 South Dakota Devaney Natatorium 11 a.m. 187-102 (W) 
Nov. 19-22 Husker Invitational  All Day 1st (1,901)
  Devaney Natatorium
Dec. 4-6 Missouri Invitational All Day 3rd (585) 
  at Columbia, Mo.
Dec. 12 South Dakota St. Devaney Natatorium 2 p.m. 182-110 (W)
Jan. 9 Holiday Training Trip Competition    --      --
Jan. 16 Kansas* at Lawrence, Kan. 2 p.m.   109-182 (L)
Jan. 30 Iowa State* Devaney Natatorium 1 p.m.   177-123 (W)
Feb. 6 Missouri* at Columbia, Mo. 11 a.m.   93-203 (L)
Postseason
Feb. 24-27  Big 12 Championships 
  at College Station, Texas 6th (261)

2009-10 Swimming and 
Diving Schedule/Results

Senior Mariah Hutchinson

Senior Kelsey Ida

Junior Kelsey Gruschecky


