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YOuNG HuSKERS HOPE tO CONtINuE CLIMB IN 2011
Mary Kate Bird has battled her share of 

individual adversity during her collegiate 
career. 

Nebraska’s lone senior was pushing for 
a lineup spot at the Big 12 Championships 
before illness knocked her out of contention 
at the final regular-season tournament in 
2008.

In 2009, Bird was in the midst of a 
sensational sophomore campaign when a 
wrist injury again kept her out of Nebraska’s 
Big 12 lineup.

As a junior in 2010, Bird played solid 
golf and provided leadership on and off the 
course for a Husker team that continued 
improving throughout the spring. She made 
her first career appearance at the Big 12 
Championships, but had to battle relatively 
severe back pain at the tournament.

Despite the pain, Bird stayed in the lineup 
and helped the Huskers to an eighth-place 
team finish - two spots better than the team’s 
spot in the final standings in 2009.

Now, as Bird enters her final season at 
Nebraska as the Huskers’ lone senior, she 
is hoping to have her healthiest and most 
successful season in Lincoln.

“Mary Kate has had some ups and 
downs like all golfers do, but she has kept a 
consistent attitude and approach,” Nebraska Coach Robin 
Krapfl said. “We are going to need her steady presence and 
her leadership this season if we are going to be successful.”

Bird enters her senior year with a team-leading 67 career 
rounds of experience, while producing a solid 77.54 career 
stroke average. In 2008-09, Bird led the Huskers with a 
team-best 76.68 average.

“Mary Kate is a proven performer on the course, and 
she is also an outstanding person off the course,” Krapfl 
said. “We hope she has a great senior season, and all of 
our younger players are going to try and play their best 
golf around her.”

Although the Kansas City, Mo., native is the Huskers’ 
lone senior, juniors Madeleine Sheils and Kayla Knopik will 
add experience in the heart of NU’s lineup.

Sheils, a native of Boise, Idaho, enjoyed a breakthrough 
sophomore season for the Huskers in 2009-10. Her 
76.35 stroke average ranked as the third-best by an NU 
sophomore in history. 

A two-time NGCA Scholastic All-American, Sheils just 
missed All-Big 12 honors on the course by finishing in a 
tie for 11th at the conference championships in Norman, 
Okla., in April.

Sheils was one of only two Huskers - along with departed 
senior JC Stevenson - to play in all 31 rounds for Nebraska a 
year ago, and she enters her junior season with 49 career 
rounds of collegiate experience.

“Maddie has an outstanding work ethic and a 
perfectionist attitude,” Krapfl said. “She wants to do her 
best at everything, and that allows her to improve on a 
daily basis. Last year, that enabled her to cut nearly seven 
shots off her stroke average from her freshman season.”

While the Huskers probably can’t expect a similar jump 
in 2010-11 from Sheils, Krapfl thinks Sheils still has plenty 
of room for improvement.

“Maddie’s understanding of the game continues to 
grow and she has matured in her approach on the course,” 
Krapfl said. “I’m confident that will continue to happen this 
season, and she will have another great season.”

Knopik produced a breakthrough of her own in her third 
season in the Husker program in 2009-10. After competing 
in just six rounds in her first two years at NU, Knopik came 
on strong in the spring and earned a lineup spot at the 2010 

Mary Kate Bird returns to lead a young Nebraska lineup as the Huskers’ lone senior in 2010-11. Bird has been a regular contributor in NU’s lineup the 
last three seasons and produced three top-20 tournament finishes in 2009-10.

Big 12 Championships.
For the season, the Papillion, Neb., native finished 

with a solid 78.22 stroke average while competing in 18 
rounds. She tied for 39th at the Big 12 Championships, and 
produced a career-best tie for 14th at the BYU at Entrada 
Classic in St. George, Utah.

“Kayla has made some major improvements in her first 
three years in our program, and those really began to show 
on the course late last season,” Krapfl said. “She has put in 
a ton of work and has had a great attitude, and it was fun 
to see her prove herself on the course last year.”

Knopik, who cut 4.61 shots off her stroke average from 
her redshirt freshman campaign, heads into her junior 
season with a chance at making more strides.

“In a lot of ways, I think Kayla just began to tap into her 
potential last year,” Krapfl said. “She has begun to manage 
her game better, while also starting to learn to take it to 
the course. We hope to see more improvements from her 
this season.”

A third junior will seek her own breakout campaign in 
2010-11. Carolyn Schorgl has seen limited action in her first 
two years at Nebraska. Last season, Schorgl competed in 11 
rounds outside of NU’s lineup, after seeing seven rounds of 
playing time as a true freshman in 2008-09.

“Carolyn is really competitive and has pushed all of 
our players in practice the past two seasons,” Krapfl said. 

Schorgl has been a leader for the Huskers off the course 
in her first two years as well, producing nearly a perfect 
GPA while earning one of Nebraska’s prestigious Student-
Athlete HERO Leadership Awards for her contributions in 
the community.

Krapfl added a fourth junior to the mix with the summer 
transfer of Katie Keiser into the program. The Gothenburg, 
Neb., native and 2007 Nebraska Class C High School state 
champion spent her first two seasons at Winthrop.

Nebraska’s three-player freshman class, which includes 
Katelyn Wright, Remylee Molyneux and Steffi Neisen, has 
the potential to make an instant impact.

Wright, a second generation Husker golfer, is one of 
the most accomplished players in the history of Nevada 
high school golf.

The daughter of two-time All-Big Eight perfomer Shelly 

Godeken (1983, 1984), Wright became just the second player 
in Nevada history to win four consecutive individual state 
titles. In 2009, she won the class 2A state crown at Incline 
High School by 26 strokes with a two-under-par 142 over two 
rounds. In 2008, she won the title by 28 strokes.

On the junior circuit, Wright was a four-time qualifier for 
the Callaway Junior World Championships and a three-time 
member and two-time team captain of the Junior America’s 
Cup team. She was also the 2008 Nevada Junior Amateur 
champion and was the runner-up at the 2008 Nevada 
Women’s Amateur.

“Katelyn is an outstanding young lady who is very 
mature and a born leader,” Krapfl said. “She has all of 
the characteristics that we want in a student-athlete at 
Nebraska.”

Both of Wright’s parents are Nebraska graduates, and 
her mother was a collegiate teammate of Krapfl. All of those 
factors should help ease Wright’s transition to life in Lincoln 
and collegiate golf.

Molyneux will also bring a world of experience to the 
Husker program as a freshman. One of the top junior golfers 
in California, Molyneux was the Ventura County Golfer of the 
Year at Oaks Christian High School.  

“Remy is coming to Nebraska with a very diverse 
background having traveled to and lived in several countries,” 
Krapfl said. “She is really starting to come into her own 
on the course. She has the potential to be a tremendous 
player for us.”

Neisen completes the talented Husker freshman class. 
The New Prague, Minn., native was one of the top junior 
golfers in Minnesota. A six-year varsity starter and six-time 
All-Missota Conference selection, Neisen was the Class AAA 
(state’s largest) runner-up in 2009. She also competed at the 
2008 USGA Publinks Championship and produced top-10 
finishes in multiple AJGA, Pepsi Little People and Minnesota 
Amateur Championships.

“Steffi is a great student with outstanding character who 
has natural leadership qualities,” Krapfl said. “She has a solid 
all-around game with outstanding fundamentals. She is also 
extremely competitive and will never give up. She is going 
to do everything she can to be successful, and to help the 
team succeed.”
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Kayla Knopik came on strong at the end of her sophomore season 
at Nebraska in 2009-10, posting a top-40 finish at the Big 12 
Championships.

ROStER/SCHEduLE INFORMAtION

Nebraska will shoot for its sixth Chip-N Club Invitational title in the past eight seasons when the Huskers play host to their home 
tournament at Wilderness Ridge Golf Club in Lincoln, Sept. 13-14. 

2010-11 NEBRASKA ROStER
Name Year Hometown (Previous School)
Mary Kate Bird*** .................................... Sr. ..........................................Kansas City, Mo. (St. Teresa’s Academy)
Katie Keiser ............................................... Jr. ....................................Gothenburg, Neb. (Gothenburg/Winthrop)
Kayla Knopik** ......................................... Jr. ................................................... Papillion, Neb. (Papillion-LaVista)
Remylee Molyneux ................................... Fr. ............................................ Thousand Oaks, Calif. (Oaks Christian)
Steffi Neisen ............................................. Fr. ...................................................New Prague, Minn. (New Prague)
Carolyn Schorgl** ..................................... Jr. .....................................Leawood, Kan. (Notre Dame de Sion, Mo.)
Madeleine Sheils** .................................. Jr. .............................................................. Boise, Idaho (Bishop Kelly)
Katelyn Wright .......................................... Fr. ........................................................... Incline Village, Nev. (Incline)
* Denotes letters earned at Nebraska  

Head Coach:  Robin Krapfl, 24th Season

2010-11 NEBRASKA SCHEduLE
FALL 2010 
Date Event (Location) Time
Sept. 13-14 Chip-N Club Invitational (Wilderness Ridge, Lincoln, Neb.) 9/8:30 a.m.
Sept. 27-28 Marilynn Smith/Sunflower Invitational (Lawrence, Kan.) 8:30 a.m.
Oct. 4-5 Johnie Imes Invitational (Columbia, Mo.) 8:30 a.m.
Oct. 11-13 Dale McNamara Invitational (Owasso, Okla.) 8 a.m. 
Oct. 31-Nov. 2 Alamo Invitational (San Antonio, Texas) 8:30 a.m.

SPRING 2011
Date Event (Location) Time
Feb. 20-22 Kiawah Island Women’s Intercollegiate (Kiawah Island, S.C.) 7:30 a.m.
March 7-9 UNLV Spring Invitational (Boulder City, Nev.) 9:30 a.m.
March 21-22 BYU at Entrada Classic (St. George, Utah) 9:30 a.m.
March 25-26 Mountain View Collegiate (Tucson, Ariz.) 9:30 a.m.
April 22-24 Big 12 Championships (Columbia, Mo.) 8:30 a.m.
May 5-7 NCAA Regionals (Notre Dame, Ind.; Seattle, Wash.; Daytona Beach, Fla.) TBA
May 17-20 NCAA Championships (College Station, Texas) TBA
All dates and times central and subject to change.  

 Nebraska’s three freshmen, along with transfer Katie Keiser, 
will try to help fill the void left by departed seniors JC Stevenson 
and Charlotte Wendner.
 Stevenson, who tied for 15th at the 2010 Big 12 
Championships, finished with the fourth-best career stroke 
average in school history (77.47), while her 136 career rounds 
ranked fifth in the NU record book. The Grand Island, Neb., native 
was also the third four-time NGCA Scholastic All-American in 
school history.
 Wendner earned All-Big 12 honors by tying for 10th at the 
2009 Big 12 Championships, and added an 18th-place Big 12 
finish in 2008. The three-time first-team academic All-Big 12 pick 
was also a two-time NGCA Scholastic All-American. Wendner, 
a native of Bjarred, Sweden, competed in 95 rounds during her 
four-year Husker career.
 “JC and Charlotte both had successful careers on the course 
and in the classroom for us the past four years,” Krapfl said. “I 
think this class of newcomers has a chance to really make an 
impact and give us more depth than we had a year ago.”
 Nebraska’s blend of experienced players and talented 
newcomers will be challenged by an outstanding schedule that 
tees off at its own Chip-N Club Invitational at Wilderness Ridge 
Golf Club, Sept. 13-14.
 After shooting for their sixth Chip-N Club title in the past eight 
seasons, the Huskers head to Lawrence, Kan., for the Marilynn 
Smith/Sunflower Invitational (Sept. 27-28). NU makes its first 
trip to Columbia, Mo., since the 2003 Big 12 Championships 
to compete in the Johnie Imes Invitational (Oct. 4-5), before 
heading south to the Dale McNamara Invitational (Oct. 11-13) in 
Owasso, Okla. The Huskers close the fall campaign three weeks 
later at the Alamo Invitational (Oct. 31-Nov. 2). 
 Nebraska opens the spring at the Kiawah Island Women’s 
Intercollegiate (Feb. 20-22), before traveling to Las Vegas for 
the UNLV Spring Invite (March 7-9). The Huskers head west 
again for the BYU at Entrada Classic in St. George, Utah (March 
21-22) and the Mountain View Collegiate in Tucson, Ariz. (March 
25-26), before making a return trip to Columbia, Mo., for the 
Big 12 Championships (April 22-24).  
 The Huskers will be seeking their 12th NCAA Regional bid 
since 1994 when they head to Missouri for the second time in 
2010-11. In fact, Nebraska had played in Columbia, Mo., only 
two times since 1995.  
 NCAA Regional competitions will be held in Notre Dame, Ind. 
(Central), Seattle, Wash. (West), or Daytona Beach, Fla. (East), 
May 5-7, before College Station, Texas, plays host to the NCAA 
Championships, May 17-20.


