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American Post-Match Quotes 

Head Coach Barry Goldberg 

Opening Statement 

“We are happy to be here. We're sad to be going home." 

On Texas winning the last three sets 

“They started serving tough. Their block certainly developed. They blocked us on a couple balls early, 

but they just made it tough to get kills. Our smaller team on the outside just had trouble making the kills 

when we needed them. If the passing isn't real sharp, it's into a double block a lot. We had a great 

season of one-on-ones with our two smaller outside hitters, and it was difficult. They served us well and 

we didn't handle the reception well. We couldn't run the offense in the same way. It's pretty clear, 

though, that our setter's pretty special. Our whole team is really pretty special this year. There's nothing 

to be ashamed of. We couldn't keep up the level of making the kills. We had 16 kills in the first game. 

We out-hit them. They hit .200 and we hit .220 or something. One more kill was all we needed, 

especially when we were down in the first game three or four. We came back there near the end. I'm 

proud of our first game effort, for sure. They just raised their level. The block became so strong. It was 

hard to hit around them. They got better and put more pressure on our serve reception. As we made 

some unforced errors, they put even more pressure on our serve reception. That's how volleyball is. 

When you have a team on the ropes, you're putting pressure on them with the block, the defense and 

the serve reception. One time you're fighting a serve, and the next time you're fighting a hit. That's what 

you get from a team that's that physical and that experienced. They didn't lose their cool. They kept 

calm about what they were doing and they kept attacking. Jerritt (Elliott) does a great job with that 

team. There are a lot of ways you can lose as a coach. I'm sure I know how to lose for my team. I don't 

know how to win, but I know how to lose. I just made a few bad decisions. He made some good 

decisions over there today. He changed his lineup in game two. I don't know if you noticed, but he 

rotated around to get a little different match-up. He made it tough for our reception. We tried to make 

some changes. By the end, we had a taller girl playing outside. Sarah Katz came in and did a pretty good 

job. It was battle the whole time these last three games to just make kills. That's really the game here. 

The teams that hit the best are usually at the top. One of the reasons we're here right now is because 

we've been top-ten in hitting percentage for the year. We've scored a lot. This team played a little better 

defense and made it tough for us." 

On how much of their success was based on the game plan  

“Well, a lot of our game plan was to try to serve over their stack down position four into position five, 

because in four of their rotations they stack three hitters out there. Two of them run slides and quicks, 

and one just goes out. We were trying to go at that. Once in a while, we saw them cheat over. Then we 

would try to send our serve the other way. It was mostly a serving strategy. For our defensive strategy, 

we actually debated whether or not we wanted to stay the same in terms of letting our off-side blocker 

come underneath and get the tips, while keeping three players back. Our other issue was that (Haley) 

Eckerman and (Bailey) Webster both hit hard angle shots. We decided to keep our offside blocker under, 

and they really didn't kill us on a position four to four hit that much. They hit a lot of balls deeper. We 

started the match off with Kristyna (Lindovska) blocking Bailey (Webster) and we said, 'Okay.' They 

didn't have that great of a first match. We know that they've had their ups and downs. We saw that in 



their record. They've lost a game regularly and won matches. They adjusted well to our serve, and we 

had a difficult time as Eckerman rolled off a couple and the libero hit some good serves at us. We 

couldn't get a good system going where our middles and our outsides got some good opportunities to 

kill. That's good volleyball for them, and it's a good learning lesson for us. The whole atmosphere has 

been a great learning lesson for us, for sure. It's nice that my senior says we'll be back. That's a good 

thing to say. That's pretty classy." 

Senior Outside Hitter Juliana Crum 

On her entire NCAA Tournament experience 

“Well, I'm a senior this year and this has been my third trip to the NCAAs. The last time was my 

sophomore year at Penn State. We sort of laid an egg there - the definition of laying an egg. We got a 

really good draw. We drew Delaware and we didn't perform. We were a really young team, and then 

last year we didn't make the tournament. Making the tournament this year, we knew what we needed 

to do. We battled our way through the Patriot League and got the automatic qualifier. Just like everyone 

else, we sat there on selection Sunday hoping to see what we were going to get. We just did what 

everyone else did. We worked really hard. We said we had an opportunity. I know I speak for all of the 

seniors when I say that we were really pushing the rest of the team. We were really experienced. Most 

of the girls on the team had played in the last NCAAs, so everyone had an idea of what it was like. There 

wasn't anyone who came out here star struck or anything like that. This experience was really great for 

me to end my career at American. It was awesome to see how we could finish this year. Everyone sort of 

had us going as a Cinderella story. I'm excited to look to the future. I'll be following the girls after I 

graduate, and I think that this is a big indicator of things to come for American and other small schools. 

This isn't just a Big Ten or Pac-12 type of thing. Everyone else has a chance too, and everyone else can 

do it. So definitely keep your eye out for American the next couple years, because this isn't the last time 

you're going to see them." 

Junior Setter Monika Smidova 

On what changed after the first set 

“I think serve and pass played a big role. We didn't do a good job serving. Our serving got a little weaker. 

On the other hand, they started serving tougher. They could predict where my serve was going - to the 

outside or left side. We didn't really hit the ball well in the middle in the second game, so yeah, I think 

serve and pass played a big role after the first set." 

On her emotions after the first set 

“Well, I was a little bit surprised after the first game because Texas didn't really hit the ball that tough. 

According to what we saw at the beginning of the year, they hit over the block and they hit on the line. 

Their outsides look unstoppable on the video, but we made pretty good blocks on them. I think that 

boosted our confidence after the first game. I think it played a big role that we stopped the outsides in 

the first game. If you have outsides like that, you need to serve tougher to get them off the net. We 

didn't do that in the second and third games.  

 


