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Bill Spangler is entering his 13th 
season at the helm of the Nebraska 
men’s golf program in 2013-14. The 
Lincoln native and NU graduate has a 
background of success at all levels in the 
game of golf, and the Huskers continue 
to make progress under his direction.

Spangler is a natural fit to guide 
the Husker men’s golf program. He 
followed a strong junior career in the 
state with a standout collegiate career 
and a distinguished record in the 
national amateur ranks. Long regarded 
as one of the state’s top amateur 
players, Spangler served as an assistant 
coach with the Husker women’s golf 
program for seven seasons. He took 
the reins as men’s head coach in June 
of 2001, replacing Larry Romjue, who 
retired after 31 seasons as the Nebraska 
men’s coach.

In his first 12 seasons as head coach, 
Spangler has focused on building a 
strong program in the Midwest. A key 
part of Spangler’s building process 
has been keeping Nebraska’s top 
junior players in state and building 
around them. Once players are in the 
program, Spangler incorporates a 
coaching philosophy that encourages 
his golfers to focus on their strengths, 
while helping them refine and improve 
their mental approach to the game. 

Prior to the 2013-14 season, Spangler 
added former Husker Judd Cornell 
to his coaching staff as an assistant. 
Cornell played for Spangler from 2003 
to 2006 before spending time on several 
professional tours.

The confidence and commitment 
Spangler has injected into the Nebraska 
program allowed NU to record back-to-
back NCAA Regional appearances in 
2006 and 2007. In 2012-13, newcomers 
Kolton Lapa and Matt Record led 
the team to nine top-10 finishes. The 
Huskers captured the Fairway Club 
Invitational crown in September, where 
Kevin Gillick tied for first.

Dedicated to developing each 
player on and off the course, Spangler’s 
squad filled the academic All-Big Ten 
team with seven student-athletes in 
2012-13, bringing his total of academic 
all-conference honorees to 38 in 12 
seasons. Ross Dickson, Neil Dufford, 
Kevin Gillick, Ryan Grassel, Manuel 
Lavin, Jordan Reinertson and Josh 
Reinertson earned accolades in 2013. 

Spangler has also guided the men’s 
golf program to three consecutive 
Herman Awards (2011 to 2013), which 
recognizes the Husker team with the 
highest GPA.

Spangler’s first season in 2001-02 
proved to be a confidence builder for 
the program. The Huskers recorded 
six top-10 team finishes, including a 
title at the Branson Creek Invitational, 
the program’s first team crown in 
three years. Jim Troy also captured an 
individual title at Kansas State’s Wildcat 
Invitational, helping the Huskers to a 
second-place finish.

In Spangler’s second year, the 
Huskers continued to make progress. 
Nebraska featured a mix of experience 
and youth, and Spangler’s leadership 
kept the Huskers on track. NU finished 
in the top six in seven tournaments in 
2002-03, including five times during 
the spring. Three seniors led NU, while 

HUSKERS UNDER SPANGLER
Tournament Titles: 10 (last at 2012 Fairway Club Invitational)

Top-Three Finishes: 30 (last at 2012 Fairway Club Invitational)

Top-Five Finishes: 50 (last at 2012 Price’s Give ‘Em Five 
Invitational)

Individual Titles: 6 (last Mike Coatman at 2010 Fairway Club 
Invitational)

Herman Team GPA Awards: 3

Academic All-Big Ten Members: 13

Academic All-Big 12 First-Team Members: 18

Academic All-Big 12 Second-Team Members: 7

Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll Awards: 69

Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll Awards: 26

TEAM TOURNAMENT TITLES UNDER SPANGLER
Year Event (teams entered) Stroke Total
2002 Branson Creek Invitational (13)  866
2004 Pepsi-Cola Invitational (10)  910
2004 Fairway Club Invitational (12)  903
2005 Branson Creek Invitational (10)  303
2005 Fairway Club Invitational (13)  903
2006 Branson Creek Invitational (11)  874
2010 Jackrabbit Invitational (17) 860
2010 Mizzou Intercollegiate (15) 857
2011 Fairway Club Invitational (12) 894
2012  Fairway Club Invitational (12) 899

HEAD COACH  •  13th SEASON   • NEBRASKA (1985)

BILL
SPANGLER
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DICK SPANGLER GOLF SCHOLARSHIP
The Dick Spangler Golf Scholarship Award is presented 
at the end of each golf season to a sophomore or junior 
golfer who has made significant contributions to the 
men’s golf program through his attitude, effort and team 
spirit. Ryan Grassel received the award for the 2013-14 
season. The recipient is selected by the Dick Spangler 
Scholarship Committee.

Dick Spangler earned three letters for the Nebraska golf team from 1950 to 
1952, was a Nebraska Amateur champion and served on the board of the Trans-
Mississippi Golf Association. Always a gentleman, his quick wit, enjoyable sense 
of humor and his dedication to the game of golf bring honor and credit to the 
University of Nebraska and the great game of life. 

Dick Spangler was inducted into the Nebraska Golf Hall of Fame in 1997. He passed 
away on Saturday, Nov. 8, 2003, in Lincoln. He is survived by his wife, Bobbie, and 
sons and daughters-in-law Rich and Marga, Russ and Gail, and Bill and Alesia. 

Bill Spangler is in his 13th season as Nebraska’s men’s golf coach, after serving as 
an assistant for the women’s team at Nebraska for seven seasons prior to being 
named head coach of the men’s team. Like his father, Bill was a golfer for Nebraska 
(1984-85), while earning his bachelor’s degree in business administration. 

To contribute to the Dick Spangler Golf Scholarship Award, please contact Derek 
Freeman in the Huskers Athletic Fund Office at (402) 472-2367 or Rich Spangler 
at rich@centrocigars.com.

Spangler also oversaw the emergence 
of freshman Judd Cornell.

Spangler’s third Husker team made 
steady improvements from the fall to 
spring schedule. Nebraska finished 
second or higher in three consecutive 
tournaments in the spring, including a 
victory at the Pepsi-Cola Invitational. 
The Huskers’ spring success came 
despite a roster that included just two 
seniors and no juniors.

In his fourth year, Spangler guided 
the Huskers to a season-opening home 
tournament victory at the Fairway Club 
Invitational, and the team went on to 
snag three more top-10 finishes in the 
fall. In the spring, the squad tallied 
four more top-five spots as well as the 
second tournament victory of the year 
at the Branson Creek Invitational.

The Huskers opened the 2005-06 
season by winning their own Fairway 
Club Invitational at Firethorn Golf Club. 
Spangler’s team used the momentum 
of that victory to record three top-five 
finishes in the fall and put itself in 
position for an NCAA Regional berth. 
Nebraska continued its success into 
the spring season, where the Huskers 
placed in the top five four times, 
including a first-place finish at the 
Branson Creek Invitational in Branson, 
Mo., in April. Nebraska capped the 
year with a sixth-place finish at the 
Big 12 Championship, its highest in 
seven seasons. NU went on to make 
its first NCAA Regional appearance 
since 1999 and finished 22nd at the 
Central Regional.

In 2006-07, Spangler’s squad finished 

second three times while recording 
seven top-five finishes for the second 
consecutive season. The Huskers 
again finished sixth at the Big 12 
Championship and came in 21st at 
the NCAA Central Regional. Perhaps 
the best golfer in Spangler’s tenure, 
Brady Schnell capped a terrific career 
with an outstanding senior season 
in 2006-07. Schnell captured the Ron 
Moore Invitational title, while recording 
eight top-10 finishes and four top-five 
showings. Schnell finished third at the 
Big 12 Championship to become the 
first golfer under Spangler to earn All-
Big 12 accolades. 

In 2007-08, freshmen Andrew Wyatt 
and Mike Coatman led NU to an 11th-
place finish at the Big 12 Championship. 
Wyatt’s 75.33 stroke average was the 
best freshman mark posted by a Husker 
in 10 years, and Coatman competed in 
every round for Spangler. 

The following year, Spangler built 
for the future with his young Husker 
squad. Although the Huskers finished 
11th at the Big 12 Championship for 
a second straight season, NU got 
positive performances throughout 
the season from its underclassmen. 
Crick became the fourth golfer in 
Spangler’s tenure at NU to win an 
individual title, and Coatman posted 
a team-best 74.15 stroke average. 
Six of the top seven stroke averages 
were posted by underclassmen, and 
85 percent of the rounds played in 
2008-09 were by underclassmen.

In 2009-10, the Huskers just missed 
out on qualifying for a regional 

appearance. NU captured two team 
titles in the spring for the first time in 
four years, and Spangler guided the Big 
Red to five top-three finishes and seven 
top-five finishes on the season. The 
Husker lineup posted a 292.41 stroke 
average in 2009-10, which ranked as 
the best for a Spangler-coached team. 
In addition, Crick qualified individually 
for the NCAA Regionals, finishing in a 
tie for eighth at the event.

The team experienced success in 
2010-11, recording four top-three 
finishes and five top-five results on 
the season. In addition, senior Mike 
Coatman earned his first individual 
title as a Husker at the Fairway 
Club Invitational in September. 
Fellow senior Andrew Wyatt qualified 
individually for an NCAA Regional, 
finishing in a tie for 41st in Erie, Colo. 
The Husker lineup produced a 296.86 
stroke average in 2010-11.

In 2011-12, the team entered a 
new era as members of the Big Ten 
Conference. The Huskers opened the 
season on a good note with a victory 
at the Fairway Club Invitational. Senior 
Scott Willman led NU in nine out of 11 
tournaments, earning a 73.24 stroke 
average in the process. At the end of 
the season, he earned a trip to the 
NCAA Regional in Norman, Okla., and 
tied for 40th.

Spangler’s goals have always been 
and remain building the Husker 
program into one of the conference’s 
best, and making Nebraska golf a 
permanent fixture in NCAA postseason 
competition. He has the knowledge to 

accomplish those goals after helping 
the Husker women’s program reach 
those same heights. 

During his seven seasons as an 
assistant to Nebraska women’s 
coach Robin Krapfl, the Huskers 
reached NCAA Regionals five times, 
including an appearance in the 2000 
NCAA Championship.

Spangler also experienced success 
in collegiate golf as a player. He was a 
member of the Arizona State golf team 
from 1980 to 1982, then transferred to 
Nebraska to play for Romjue. Spangler’s 
Husker career was highlighted by an 
individual and team victory at the 1984 
Kansas Invitational, and he lettered for 
Nebraska in both 1984 and 1985.

In addition to his collegiate 
accomplishments, Spangler racked 
up an impressive amateur golf 
resume starting as a junior player and 
continuing to the present. He captured 
his first state championship in 1979, 
winning the Nebraska Junior Amateur 
at Beatrice Country Club. Spangler 
captured the Nebraska State Match 
Play Championship in 1987 at Lochland 
Country Club in Hastings, the same year 
he qualified for the match-play portion 
of the competition at the U.S. Amateur. 
His outstanding season in 1987 earned 
Spangler the first of his two Nebraska 
Amateur Player-of-the-Year awards. 

Spangler was the runner-up in the 
2000 Nebraska Amateur Championship 
and represented the state in the U.S. 
Mid-Amateur that fall. His play earned 
him a second Nebraska Amateur-of-
the-Year Award at the conclusion of 
the season. 

In addition to his 1987 U.S. Amateur 
appearance, Spangler also played 
in the country’s most prestigious 
amateur event in 1986, narrowly 
missing the cut for match play. Overall, 
Spangler has participated in eight USGA 
tournaments, and is also a two-time 
Lincoln Men’s City Champion, and was 
the runner-up in the Trans-Mississippi 
Amateur in 1985.

Spangler again played strong 
at the 2008 Nebraska State Match 
Play Championship at ArborLinks 
in Nebraska City, 21 years after his 
Nebraska Match Play title. Spangler 
made a run to the final eight of the 
64-man field, before bowing out to 
Husker Brandon Crick - the eventual 
champion. At the Nebraska Amateur 
Championship the following month, 
Spangler played well enough for four 
rounds to earn a top-15 finish.

Spangler graduated from Nebraska 
in 1985 with a bachelor’s degree in 
business administration. He is married 
to the former Alesia Dodson and they 
have two daughters, Cameron and Elsa.

Recipients of the Dick Spangler Golf 
Scholarship
2013-14 - Ryan Grassel
2012-13 - Manuel Lavin
2011-12 - Neil Dufford
2010-11 - Jordan Reinertson
2009-10 - Brandon Crick
2008-09 - Brett Sundberg
2007-08 - Trent Price
2006-07 - Drew Reynolds
2005-06 - Judd Cornell
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Former Nebraska golfer Judd Cornell 
joined the Husker coaching staff in 
August of 2013 and adds experience 
beyond college golf to the Huskers 
in 2013-14.

“I am excited that Judd accepted my 
offer to join our program as assistant 
coach,” Nebraska Head Coach Bill 
Spangler said. “He brings valuable 
experience as a former collegiate 
golfer and student-athlete. Since he 
has played professionally full-time 
since 2007, Judd knows what it takes 
to succeed at the highest level and can 
use his knowledge and experience to 
benefit our student-athletes.”

Cornell’s NU playing career spanned 
from 2003 to 2006 under Spangler’s 
guidance. Cornell compiled a career 
stroke average of 74.95 and earned 
first-team academic All-Big 12 honors 
in 2004. In that same year the Omaha 
native shared Nebraska Amateur Golfer-
of-the-Year accolades with Lincoln’s 
A.J. Elgert.

CORNELL’S EXPERIENCE
Participated in PGA Tour Qualifying on five occasions

Played on Web.com Tour, Dakotas Tour, Adams Golf Pro 
Tour, Tar Heel Tour and Atlas Pro Tour

Adams Pro Golf Tour Rookie of the Year (2007)

Nebraska Amateur Golfer of the Year (2004)

Four-year starter for Nebraska (2003-2006)

Worked with top instructors in the country

ASSISTANT COACH  •   FIRST SEASON

JUDD
CORNELL

Cornell came to Nebraska after 
playing at Millard West High School 
where he won a district title with the 
Wildcats and was named captain of 
the all-metro team. In addition, he was 
named Nebraska Junior Player of the 
Year by the Nebraska Golf Association 
in 2002.

During his career as a Husker, Cornell 
started all four years. His improvement 
year by year positioned himself in the 
school’s top-10 career stroke average 
and career top-10 finishes as a Husker. 
Cornell placed in the top 25 at the Big 12 
Championships twice and, along with 
teammate Brady Schnell, helped the 
Huskers advance to postseason at the 
2006 NCAA Regionals. He also served 
three years as Nebraska’s team captain 
and was the first recipient of the Dick 
Spangler Golf Scholarship in 2005-06.

Throughout his collegiate career, 
Cornell competed in some of the world’s 
most prestigious amateur events 
including the Western Amateur, U.S. 
Amateur, Southwestern Amateur and 
North and South Amateur. 

Cornell ’s professional golfing 
experience includes playing in events 

on the Web.com Tour, Dakotas Tour, 
Adams Golf Pro Tour, Tar Heel Tour and 
Atlas Pro Tour. Cornell earned 2007 
Adams Pro Golf Tour Rookie-of-the-
Year honors and was a multiple-time 
winner on the Dakotas Tour in 2008. 
While on the Dakotas Tour, he broke 
Tom Lehman’s course record at Minot 
Country Club by firing 12-under-par 60 
during the second round of the event.

Cornell has participated in the PGA 

Tour Qualifying Tournament five times, 
advancing to second stage in 2012. In 
addition, he has studied the game with 
instructors Mike Bender, Mac O’Grady, 
James Sieckmann, Neil Wilkins, Mike 
Schuchart, Dennis Kwon, Geoff Jones 
and his father Mike Cornell, who has 
long been regarded as one of the top 
instructors in the Midwest region.

Fall 2013 Season Statistics

Ross Dickson ......................15 ............ 1,113 ......... 74.20 ........... +36 ............ +2.40 .............. 69 ..........83 ......... 218 ......... 232 .....T-13th (Firestone)
Kolton Lapa ........................15 ............ 1,121 ......... 74.73 ........... +44 ............ +2.93 .............. 70 ..........83 ......... 217 ......... 236 ..... T-17th (Colorado)
Calvin Freeman ..................12 ..............890........... 74.17 ........... +29 ............ +2.42 .............. 69 ..........79 ......... 220 ......... 225 .... T-26th (Wimberly)
Justin Jennings ...................12 ..............905........... 75.42 ........... +44 ............ +3.67 .............. 69 ..........82 ......... 217 ......... 235 ...........T-22nd (UTEP)
Matt Record ........................9 ...............678........... 75.33 ........... +30 ............ +3.33 .............. 73 ..........79 ......... 222 ......... 229 .... T-32nd (Firestone)
Mike Siwa .......................... 6 ...............455........... 75.83 ........... +26 ............ +4.33 .............. 71 ..........83 ......... 225 ......... 230 .............. 59th (UTEP)
Nathan Wong ......................3 ...............224........... 74.67 ............ +8 ............. +2.67 .............. 73 ..........76 ......... 224 ......... 224 .....T-33rd (Columbia)
Aaron Wong ........................3 ...............227........... 75.67 ........... +11 ............ +3.67 .............. 72 ..........78 ......... 227 ......... 227 ....T-42nd (Columbia)

Player Rds Strokes Avg. +/- Par +/- Per Rd. Low High L-54 H-54 Top Finish

Individual Totals 75 5,613 74.84 +228 +3.04 69 83 217 236 T-13th (Firestone)
Lineup Team Totals 15 4,430 295.33 +122 +8.13 284 309 865 898 6th (UTEP) 
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Shawn Eichorst was named the 14th 
Director of Athletics of the University of 
Nebraska by Chancellor Harvey Perlman on 
Oct. 4, 2012. Eichorst leads a tradition-rich 
athletic program of 24 varsity athletic teams, 
600-plus student-athletes and more than 
275 full-time employees. Eichorst succeeded 
legendary Nebraska football coach and 
Athletic Director Tom Osborne and officially 
assumed his duties on Jan. 3, 2013.

 “I am honored to have the opportunity 
to join the University of Nebraska family,” 
Eichorst said. “Nebraska is an outstanding 
academic institution with one of the strongest 
athletic departments in all of college sports,” 
Eichorst said. “Most importantly, everyone 
here is committed to keeping the welfare 
of our student-athletes at the heart of 
everything we do. I am humbled by the 
responsibility and opportunities that lie 
ahead and will work diligently to carry on 
the rich tradition of Husker excellence set 
forth by Coach Osborne and so many others.”

 Nebraska Chancellor Harvey Perlman said 
it was Eichorst’s commitment to putting 
student-athletes first that made Eichorst 
stand out.

“When I asked him how I would be able 
to measure his success if he were here five 
years from now,” Perlman said, “his response 
was that if the coaches and student-athletes 
had been successful and nobody knows his 
name, it would be a success.”

Although his preference is to serve 
and lead diligently from the background, 
Eichorst has already canvassed the state 
promoting Husker Athletics and Nebraska’s 
tremendously talented student-athletes 
making more than 70 appearances across 
Nebraska and visiting eight other states in just 

Athletic Performance Laboratory (NAPL) and 
the Center for Brain, Biology and Behavior 
(CB3) research facilities; Pinnacle Bank Arena 
in downtown Lincoln, where the Husker 
men’s and women’s basketball teams will be 
permanent tenants; and the renovated Bob 
Devaney Sports Center, where volleyball, 
men’s and women’s gymnastics and the 
wrestling team will  compete. Construction 
for each of these three facilities began 
with Coach Osborne at the helm. Athletic 
Director Emeritus Osborne continues to 
provide Eichorst with counsel on a number 
of items including the East Stadium research 
initiatives. The collaborative research that will 
take place within an athletic facility shared 
by academics and athletics is believed to be 
the first of its kind and sets the tone for the 
leadership role Nebraska has taken in the Big 
Ten Conference and nationally.

 Eichorst came to Nebraska after spending 
18 months as the Director of Athletics at the 
University of Miami. He was named the 12th 
Director of Athletics at Miami on April 12, 
2011 and served until Oct. 4, 2012 when he 
was hired by Nebraska as a Special Assistant 
to Chancellor Perlman.

 In his first year as Director of Athletics at 
Miami, Eichorst helped grow the academic 
reputation as well as the fan base. Under his 
watchful eye, the Hurricane Club grew by 
more than 500 members, surpassing 5,000 
members nationwide. More than $19 million 
in student-athlete support was generated in 
2011-12 and an additional $14.2 million in 
capital gifts was raised toward the new Center 
for Athletic Excellence facility, scheduled for 
completion in the fall of 2013.

 During his tenure, both the Hurricane 
men’s and women’s basketball programs 
advanced to the postseason, with the 
women posting the highest national ranking 
in school history at No. 5, advancing to the 
NCAA Second Round. The women’s tennis 
team advanced to the NCAA quarterfinals for 
the fourth straight season and the baseball 
program extended its NCAA postseason 
appearances streak to 40 consecutive 
seasons. The women’s soccer team posted 
the first NCAA postseason win in program 
history, while the volleyball team advanced 
to the NCAA postseason for the third straight 
year and finished the season ranked 15th in 
the nation. 

 Before his appointment at Miami, 
Eichorst served from 2009 to 2011 as the 
Deputy Athletics Director at the University 
of Wisconsin, where his responsibilities 
under Director of Athletics Barry Alvarez 
included serving as the department’s Chief 
Operating Officer and overseeing the day-
to-day operations of the highly successful 

his first seven months. Eichorst emphasizes 
academics first and is proud to acknowledge 
Nebraska’s nation-leading 307 Academic 
All-Americans, including eight who earned 
the honor in 2012-13. In fact, he has invited 
all of the academic honor winners back to 
campus for a reunion in November.  He 
has met with each college dean on campus 
and uses his monthly radio show and his 
Connecting on Campus column to promote 
campus, coach and student-athlete academic 
and community successes. More than 200 
Husker student-athletes were honored at the 
academic recognition banquet this spring 
while 188 were named Academic All-Big 
Ten in 2012-13.

During Eichorst’s first semester at Nebraska 
in the spring of 2013, women’s bowling, 
coached by legend Bill Straub, won a 
national title and Rhonda Revelle’s softball 
team advanced to the Women’s College 
World Series.

 The women’s basketball team, coached by 
Connie Yori, completed a run to the Sweet 16 
for the second time in program history and 
the women’s tennis team, coached by Scott 
Jacobson, made an appearance in the Sweet 16 
for the first time in program history and earned 
a share of the Big Ten title. Tennis player Mary 
Weatherholt finished runner-up at the NCAA 
Singles Championship, the highest-ever finish 
for a Nebraska tennis player.

 In addition to women’s tennis, two other 
Nebraska teams added Big Ten titles in the 
spring of 2013, as the women’s gymnastics 
team, coached by Dan Kendig, won its second-
straight Big Ten title and third-straight 
conference title overall. The men’s track and 
field team, coached by Gary Pepin, claimed 
the outdoor team title.

 In the fall of 2013, three facility projects 
were completed: Memorial Stadium, which 
expanded to accommodate more than 90,000 
football fans and includes the Nebraska 

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPERIENCE
Nebraska, Director of Athletics (2013)
Miami, Director of Athletics (2011-12)
Wisconsin, Deputy Athletic Director (2009-11)
Wisconsin, Executive Associate Athletic Director (2007-09)
Wisconsin, Senior Associate Athletic Director (2006-07)
South Carolina, Interim Athletic Director (2005-06)
South Carolina, Senior Associate Athletic Director (2004-05)
Wisconsin-Whitewater, Athletic Director (1999-2003)
Marquette University National Sports Law Institute Board of Advisors

EDUCATION
Wisconsin-Whitewater, 1990 (Bachelor’s Degree, Business)
Marquette, 1995 (Juris Doctorate)
Assistant Adjunct Professor of Law (Marquette)

 DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS •  FIRST YEAR  •   WISCONSIN-WHITEWATER (1990)

SHAWN
EICHORST

athletics program. At Wisconsin, Eichorst 
was involved in the design and planning 
of a new ice hockey and swimming facility 
completed in the fall of 2012, as well as with 
the Student-Athlete Performance Center in 
the north end zone of Camp Randall Stadium. 
He joined the Badgers’ staff in 2006 as a 
Senior Associate Athletics Director and was 
promoted to Executive Associate Athletics 
Director in 2007.

 Eichorst has experience with three BCS 
conference institutions previously serving as 
University of South Carolina’s Senior Associate 
Athletics Director for Administration from 
2004 to 2006. With the Gamecocks, Eichorst 
oversaw daily operations of the department 
and supervised the football and baseball 
programs. The football team was bowl-
eligible each year during Eichorst’s tenure, 
and the baseball program competed in the 
2004 College World Series. Additionally, he 
coordinated and supervised multi-million 
dollar facility projects, including a state-of-
the-art football training facility.

Eichorst served as the Director of Athletics 
at his alma mater, University of Wisconsin-
Whitewater until 2003. Under his tenure, UW-
Whitewater developed into one of the nation’s 
top Division III athletic programs, with four top 
10 percent National Association of Collegiate 
Directors of Athletics (NACDA) Directors Cup 
finishes; one NCAA team championship; 
two NCAA team runner-up finishes and 
five individual national champions. The 
program also featured 38 Academic All-
America selections, seven NCAA Postgraduate 
Scholarship winners and 74 All-Americans.

A native of Lone Rock, Wis., Eichorst was an 
all-conference defensive back, a three-time 
letterwinner and 1990 team captain for the 
University of Wisconsin-Whitewater football 
team. He graduated magna cum laude 
in business from UW-Whitewater in 1990 
and earned a law degree from Marquette 
University in 1995. He practiced law in 
Milwaukee before accepting the position at 
Wisconsin-Whitewater.

He is a past member of the NCAA 
Division I Student-Athlete Reinstatement 
Committee and State Bar of Wisconsin Board 
of Governors. He also previously served 
as an assistant adjunct professor of law at 
Marquette University Law School, where 
he taught classes in sports law. He currently 
serves on the Marquette University National 
Sports Law Institute Board of Advisors.

 In 2006, he was awarded the Sports Law 
Alumnus of the Year by Marquette. He also is a 
graduate of the Sports Management Institute 
and serves on its Executive Committee. 

Eichorst and his wife Kristin have three 
sons: Jack, Joseph and Bennett.
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Harvey Perlman was named the 19th 
Chancellor of the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln on April 1, 2001. He had served 
as Interim Chancellor of the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln since July 16, 2000.

A former dean of the University of Nebraska 
College of Law (1983-98), Perlman has also 
served as interim senior vice chancellor for 
academic affairs at UNL (1995-96).

A Nebraska native, Perlman was raised in 
York, and earned a bachelor of arts in history 
and a juris doctorate from the University of 
Nebraska. During his law school years, he was 
editor in chief of the Nebraska Law Review 
and was elected to the Order of the Coif, a 
law honors society.

He joined the NU law faculty in 1967 after 
spending a year as a Bigelow Teaching Fellow 
at the University of Chicago Law School. He 
served on the Nebraska law faculty until 1974 
when he joined the faculty at the University of 
Virginia Law School. He returned to Nebraska 
in 1983 when he accepted the deanship of 
the Nebraska Law College, a post he held until 

1998 when he returned to the professoriate. 
He has also served as a visiting professor at 
Florida State University College of Law, the 
University of Puget Sound School of Law 
and the University of Iowa College of Law.

In 2011, Perlman was named an Honorary 
University Professor of Xi’an Jiaotong 
University, in Xi’an, China. This rare lifetime 
appointment entitles Perlman to privileges 
at the university, with which UNL has 
many institutional ties. Perlman also will 
occasionally lecture and teach at Xi’an 
Jiaotong University. The title is the highest 
honor the university awards to a foreign 
scholar, and recognizes Perlman as an 
accomplished scholar or professional of 
important international reputation. The 
award also recognizes Perlman for his 
significant efforts in globalizing UNL and Xi’an 
Jiaotong University through joint research 
and partnership degree programs.

His area of legal expertise lies in torts 
and intellectual property. He is a member 
of the Nebraska State and American Bar 
Associations and is a Life Fellow of the 
American Bar Association. Perlman is co-
author of “Intellectual Property and Unfair 
Competition” (5th edition, 1998) and co-
reporter for the American Law Institute’s 

In his 26th year serving Nebraska 
Athletics, Keith Zimmer leads Nebraska’s 
Life Skills unit within the department. He 
also serves as the sports administrator for 
the men’s and women’s golf program while 
playing a key role in continuing relationships 
with members of Nebraska’s Letterwinners 
N Club.

Zimmer, who started at Nebraska in 1987, 
carries 25 years of life skills and student 
services experience and provides support 
to all current Nebraska student-athletes in 

of 2006, when he was chosen for the Dr. Gene 
Hooks Award as the Life Skills Administrator 
of the Year. Zimmer has also served as an 
NCAA Life Skills trainer and is active with 
the National Consortium for Academics 
and Sport.

Zimmer continues to serve as the advisor 
of the Student-Athlete Advisory Committee 
and remains active in the Ventures In 
Partnership program, where student-
athletes are integrated into various outreach 
initiatives with Lincoln Public Schools. 
Zimmer also pioneered the annual “School 
is Cool” Jam, which reached more than 
100,000 middle-level students in the 12-year 
existence of the event.

He is an honorary member of the Golden 

addition to providing life skills guidance to 
former student-athletes.

Components of the Husker Life Skills 
program include individual student-athlete 
meetings, major life skills events, facilitation 
of two zero-credit seminars, community 
outreach, graduate school assistance 
and postgraduate scholarships. Life Skills 
annually coordinates an Involvement Fair, 
Student-Athlete Career Fair, Networking 
Night, Senior Retreat and Leadership 
Breakfast.

Zimmer, who worked in Nebraska’s 
Academic and Support Services area from 
1988 to 2006, is regarded as a national leader 
in the life skills area. He received one of the 
top honors in college athletics in September 
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“Restatement of Unfair Competition” (1994). 
He serves on the Council of the American 
Law Institute, a leading national law reform 
organization and as one of Nebraska’s 
Commissioners of Uniform State Laws. He 
previously served as a member of the NCAA 
Board of Directors and is past chair of the 
Bowl Championship Series Presidential 
Oversight Committee. He serves on the 
Board of Directors of the Lincoln Chamber of 
Commerce and is Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of the Nebraska Innovation Campus 
Development Corporation. He received the 
George Turner Award from the Nebraska 
State Bar Association for contributions to 
the legal profession and the Roger T. Larson 
Community Builder Award from the Lincoln 
Chamber of Commerce.

Perlman and his wife, Susan, an NU 
alumna, are the parents of two daughters. 
Anne, who earned degrees from UNL and 
the University of Nebraska Medical Center, 
practices medicine in Lincoln and is married 
to UNL alumnus David Spinar; they have three 
children; Will, Ava, and Marco, Husker fans 
all. Daughter Amie, who received bachelors 
and juris doctorate degrees from UNL, is a 
Nebraska assistant attorney general and is 
married to UNL alumnus Ron Larson; they 
are the parents of Caleb and Finn.

ASSOCIATE ATHLETIC DIRECTOR •    26TH YEAR • WAYNE STATE (NEB.), 1985

KEITH
ZIMMER

Key National Honor Society and Mortar Board 
and has received the Chancellor’s Award for 
Exemplary Service to Students.

Zimmer earned his bachelor’s degree 
at Wayne State College and his master’s in 
education from Springfield (Mass.) College. 
Zimmer and his wife, Michelle, have two 
sons, Logan and Caden.
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Stacey Burling enters her 
second year as a Life Skills 
Coordinator in 2013-14. 
Burling serves as Life Skills 
sport counselor for the men’s 
and women’s track and field 
programs, football, bowling, 
rifle, men’s and women’s golf, 
men’s and women’s tennis 
and wrestling.

Burling is responsible 
for coordinating the annual Hero Leadership Breakfast, 
Husker Life Seminar, Husker Heroes Outreach event, and 
the Student-Athlete Involvement Fair, as well as codirecting 
Networking Night.

A graduate of Texas A&M University, Burling earned 
her bachelor’s degree in sport management with a minor 
in business administration in 2009.  She earned her 
master’s degree in marketing, communication studies and 
advertising from the University of Nebraska in May 2012. 
She served as a Life Skills Assistant at Nebraska while she 
was completing her master’s degree program.

Alvin Banks serves as an 
academic counselor and the 
coordinator of student-athlete 
development for Nebraska’s 
Academic Performance 
Team. Banks began working 
as an academic counselor at 
Nebraska in 2003, after serving 
two years as an assistant 
academic counselor.

As Nebraska’s coordinator 
of student-athlete development, he provides academic, 
athletic, personal and career counseling to all Husker 
student-athletes. As an academic counselor, he works 
primarily with the Nebraska men’s and women’s golf teams, 
the women’s swimming and diving team and the wrestling 
team, while also assisting with the football.

Before joining the Academic Performance Team, Banks 
served six years as a law enforcement officer for the City 
of Lincoln. He is currently a member of the National 
Association of Academic Advisors for Athletics.

Banks, who lettered in football at Nebraska during the 
1991 season, earned his master’s degree in vocational 
education in 1998, after receiving a bachelor’s degree in 
business management in 1992 from Nebraska. Banks and 
his wife, Lisa, have two children, Kaylie and Darius.

T h e  N e b r a s k a  M e d i a 
Relations Off ice is  always 
interested in helping members 
of the media in their coverage 
of Husker Athletics. Your media 
relations contact for the 2013-
14 men's golf season is Connor 
Stange. Photographs, feature 
ideas and statistics are available 
through the Media Relations 
Office.

Interviews with Coach Bill 
Spangler and team members 
should be arranged through 

the Nebraska Media Relations Office, preferably 24 hours 
in advance. Generally, the Huskers will practice during the 
mid- and late-afternoon at Firethorn Golf Club or Wilderness 
Ridge Golf Course.

Nebraska Media Relations issues news releases each 
week the team competes. The releases feature previews of 
upcoming competitions and tournament recaps, as well as 
updated statistics, results and quick facts. The releases are 
e-mailed to local media and are also available on Huskers.
com. If you wish to have the weekly golf release e-mailed to 
you, please contact Connor Stange in the Nebraska Media 
Relations Office at cstange@huskers.com.

Huskers.com is the official website of University of 
Nebraska athletics. Huskers.com contains information 
on all 24 varsity sports including men’s golf. Nebraska's 
schedule, roster, weekly release and statistics are updated 
on Huskers.com.

MEN’S GOLF SUPPORT STAFF

Lindsey Remmers
Director of Sports 

Nutrition

Pat Norris
Assistant 

Equipment Manager

KARIN FUSCO
Karin Fusco serves as the 

secretary for the men’s golf 
program. Fusco joined the 
Nebraska Athletic Department 
in January of 2009 as the 
secretary for the volleyball, 
women’s gymnastics and rifle 
programs.

Prior to joining the Husker 
staff, Fusco owned her 
own business, K&S Medical 

Transcription, while serving as the office manager for KRL 
Psychological Services. She was also the owner of Cleaning 
by Karin.

A Lincoln native, Fusco graduated from Southeast 
Community College with an associate’s degree in word 
processing and secretarial technology with a medical 
specialization.

MEN’S GOLF SECRETARY

BRIAN KMITTA
ASSISTANT STRENGTH COACH

Brian Kmitta joined the 
Nebraska Athletic Department 
staff as an assistant strength 
coach in 2009. Kmitta serves as 
the strength and conditioning 
coach for men’s and women’s 
tennis, men’s and women’s golf, 
the track and field program 
and the diving team.

Originally from South Bend, 
Ind., Kmitta graduated from 

Anderson University, where he received his bachelor’s 
degree in physical education in 2004. His final year in 
college, Kmitta worked as a student assistant for the football 
team’s offensive line, and as strength and conditioning 
coach.

After graduation, Kmitta served as assistant running 
backs coach and strength and conditioning coach at 

STACEY BURLING 
LIFE SKILLS COORDINATOR

ALVIN BANKS
ACADEMIC COUNSELOR

Keith Zimmer
Associate A.D./Life Skills 

and N Club
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Anderson. He then spent a year at the University of 
Louisville as an intern strength and conditioning coach, 
before coming to Nebraska as an intern in the strength and 
conditioning program in 2006.

Brian and his wife, Sara, welcomed the birth of a son, 
Brian III, on Sept. 18, 2013.


