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The Leader
 With over 100 years of history, Nebraska 
wrestling is one of the most storied programs in 
the collegiate wrestling ranks. Head Coach Mark 
Manning has taken the Huskers to new heights in 
his tenure and has established himself as one of the 
top wrestling coaches in the nation.
 The NU record book is a testament to Manning’s 
accomplishments in Lincoln. In his 16 years at the 
helm, he has coached 42 of Nebraska’s 101 All-
Americans. He has led the Huskers to six top-eight 
finishes at the NCAA Championships, compared 
to just eight for the 14 NU coaches before him. He 
became the winningest coach in school history on 
Feb. 21, 2015 when he picked up his 200th win 
at Nebraska. Manning holds a 212-80-3 record at 
NU, and a 235-104-5 mark overall. He won back-
to-back Big 12 Coach-of-the-Year awards (2008 
and 2009) after guiding Nebraska to a share of the 
conference crown in 2009 and a runner-up finish 
in 2008. NU went on to finish fourth at the NCAA 
Championships both seasons with nine Huskers 
earning All-America honors, and Jordan Burroughs 
capturing the 157-pound national title with a 
perfect 35-0 record in 2009.
 Manning earned one of the top coaching honors 
in the entire sport when he was named the 2011 
FILA Freestyle Coach of the Year after helping 
Burroughs capture the gold medal at the World 
Championships in Istanbul, Turkey. In 2015, Manning 
received the honor for a second time, as Burroughs 
earned a spot on the U.S. Olympic Team. Manning 
was a volunteer coach for the U.S. Freestyle Team 
at the 2016 Rio Olympics. Burroughs also captured 
gold at the 2012 London Olympics, where Manning 
served as a volunteer coach for the U.S. Freestyle 
Team. Burroughs went on to win world titles in 2013 
and 2015, while adding a bronze medal in 2014.
 Records go on paper and in books and get 
tucked away. More important to Manning is the 
fact that he has helped numerous young men grow 
into upstanding adults by teaching them the correct 
principles of life. Regarded as one of the nation’s 
top recruiters, Manning usually finds the correct 
wrestler for his program. He has a keen eye for 
finding the athletes with the right work ethic and 
dedication that he can develop. His recruiting and 
coaching abilities have allowed him to quickly find 
success at both programs he has led.
 Manning’s coaching philosophy focuses on 
developing wrestlers to reach their potential. 
A wrestler who brings a positive attitude and 
work ethic to the room can use goal setting and 
responsibility to develop into an upstanding citizen 
who is committed to excellence. Manning works 
daily with the team on every detail in and out of 
practice, while keeping in mind the best long-term 
interests of his student-athletes.
 Known for his fiery nature on the edge of the 
mat, Manning instills in his wrestlers a sense of 
determination and pride through his actions and 
demeanor. His guidance teaches his athletes 
to become winners in life, which translates into 
success in the classroom, on the mat and in their 
lives beyond wrestling. Manning works to instill life-
long values in his wrestlers and it shows.
 In addition to their success on the mat, Husker 
wrestlers under Manning have earned 88 academic 
all-conference selections, including 47 academic All-
Big Ten awards during Nebraska’s first five seasons 
in the conference. In 2012, Nebraska turned in 
the nation’s best team grade-point average (3.46). 

Manning’s beliefs and values in developing student-
athletes are evident right outside his office, where 
former Husker All-Americans Bryan Snyder and 
Jason Powell are members of the NU staff.
 Manning’s coaching philosophy is one that he 
began during his competitive days, developed 
during his time as an assistant coach and continues 
to modify during his time as head coach at 
Nebraska.

Manning’s Mark at Nebraska
 Manning began teaching his methods 
immediately when he was hired at Nebraska in May 
of 2000. His efforts first paid dividends when he 
led Nebraska to back-to-back eighth-place team 
finishes at the NCAA Championships in 2001 and 
2002. Four Huskers (Todd Beckerman, Bryan Snyder, 
Ati Conner and Brad Vering) claimed All-America 
honors in Manning’s first year coaching the Huskers 
in 2000-01, as NU finished with an 11-6 dual record. 
Powell and Snyder also gave Manning his first two 
Big 12 Conference champions that year.
 During the 2001-02 season, Manning led the 
Huskers to their third consecutive third-place finish 
at the Big 12 Championships. Justin Ruiz and Powell 
earned their first All-America accolades under 
Manning, while Snyder became Nebraska’s first 
four-time All-American with his second-place finish 
at 157 pounds.
 Nebraska claimed a 16-7 dual record in 2002-
03, as Manning guided NU to seven victories over 
ranked opponents, including a 20-17 victory over 
fifth-ranked Illinois at the Virginia Duals. At the 2003 
NCAA Championships, Manning led a young lineup 
that included two juniors, five sophomores and 
three redshirt freshmen to a 13th-place showing. 
The finish marked the eighth time in nine seasons 
that NU had claimed a spot in the top 15 in the 
nation.
 The 2003-04 Huskers and Manning posted one 
of the best wrestling seasons ever at NU with a 
19-3 overall record, tying the second-highest win 
total in NU history. The Huskers posted two team 
titles during the season, winning the prestigious 
Las Vegas Invitational behind individual titles from 
Powell, Travis Shufelt and Travis Pascoe and winning 
the Virginia Duals with a 25-13 defeat of Lehigh in 
the finals. Manning directed the Huskers to second 
at the Big 12 Championships, while qualifying eight 
wrestlers for the NCAA Tournament, where NU 
earned a fifth-place finish. Manning coached his first 
national champion at Nebraska, as Powell claimed 
the title at 125 pounds with a 17-2 technical fall in 
the finals.
 The Huskers’ success continued in 2004-05, with 
Nebraska winning 19 duals for the second straight 
year. NU’s 19-2-1 dual record was the second-best 
mark in school history. The Huskers started the 
campaign with eight straight dual wins, and ended 
the season by winning 12 of the last 13 duals. 
Nebraska posted eight wins over ranked foes, 
including a 16-15 upset of No. 2 Iowa State to end 
the dual season.
 Manning’s 2005-06 squad was relatively 
inexperienced, but the Huskers earned a solid 
12-5 dual record and a third-place finish at the 
National Duals. NU claimed third at the Big 12 
Championships and two Huskers went on to finish 
as All-Americans. Manning’s legacy continued to 
grow in 2006-07, as he watched his second Husker 
claim a national title. Paul Donahoe earned the 
crown at 125 pounds after helping Nebraska to a 

Nebraska Wrestling Philosophy
Guided by the following philosophy, the Nebraska 
wrestling program creates an environment in which 
student-athletes can reach their potential, both as 
wrestlers and as young men.

Attitude: Winners accept constructive criticism 
knowing it will make them better.  Positive words and 
actions produce positive results.

Work Ethic: There is no substitute for hard work.  
Worthwhile things come from hard work and 
believing that you deserve to win.

Goal Setting: Individually, have a road map to reach 
your goals and the discipline to stick to your plan.  
Remember that the drive and determination in your 
daily activities will bring about success.

Responsibility: Anyone can make excuses; you must 
be responsible for your actions and learn to make 
proper choices in your academic work, athletic 
endeavors and in your personal life.

Citizenship: Each team member is expected 
to represent themselves, their family, university, 
teammates, coaches and community in a first-class 
manner.

Commitment to Excellence: Demonstration of 
total effort and concentration whereby each team 
member gives their absolute best during practice, 
competition and in the classroom, regardless of 
result.

Coaching Accomplishments
235-104-5 Career Dual Record (19 years)
212-80-3 Dual Record at Nebraska (16 years)

Year-by-Year
Year School Dual NCAA 
1997-98 Northern Iowa 5-9 T-30th
1998-99 Northern Iowa 8-10 17th
1999-00 Northern Iowa 10-5-2 11th
2000-01 Nebraska 11-6 8th
2001-02 Nebraska 8-9 8th
2002-03 Nebraska 16-7 13th
2003-04 Nebraska 19-3 5th
2004-05 Nebraska  19-2-1 T-19th
2005-06 Nebraska 12-5 16th
2006-07 Nebraska 10-7-1 16th
2007-08 Nebraska 14-3-0 4th
2008-09 Nebraska 17-3-1 4th
2009-10 Nebraska 9-11-0 12th
2010-11 Nebraska 14-5-0 12th
2011-12 Nebraska 15-4-0 21st
2012-13 Nebraska 11-6-0 13th
2013-14 Nebraska 12-2-0 11th
2014-15 Nebraska 14-1-0 9th
2015-16 Nebraska 11-6-0 8th
Career 19 Years 235-104-5

"I coach to help young men prepare for life. It 
is my job to create a positive environment in 
order for each of our athletes to perform at his 
highest level. When the correct principles are 
taught, winning will take care of itself." 
- Mark Manning

Mark Manning
Head Coach • 17th Season • Nebraska-Omaha (1985)
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10-7-1 dual record.
 The 2007-08 Husker campaign was one of the best 
ever under Manning. NU finished second at the Big 
12 Championships with three individual champions 
and claimed fourth at the NCAA Championships 
with five Huskers finishing as All-Americans. That 
success would no doubt be a challenge to match, 
but the 2008-09 Nebraska wrestling team did 
just that. The Huskers won a share of the Big 12 
championship for the first time in school history 
behind individual titles from Burroughs, Brandon 
Browne, Craig Brester and Vince Jones. Seven NU 
wrestlers qualified for the NCAA Championships, 
where the Huskers finished fourth with All-America 
accolades going to Burroughs (1st at 157), Brester 
(2nd at 197), Browne (4th at 174) and Jones (6th at 
184).
 In 2010, Nebraska fought through a rash of 
injuries, including a season-ending setback to 
Burroughs. Despite the unfortunate luck, the 
Huskers still qualified five wrestlers for the NCAA 
Championships and finished 12th in the team 
standings, marking the seventh top-15 finish under 
Manning.
 History was made in 2011, when Manning 
helped Burroughs become the first two-time 
national champion in school history by winning the 
165-pound title at the NCAA Championships in 
Philadelphia, Pa. After the season, Burroughs was 
awarded the school’s first-ever Hodge Trophy, given 
annually to the nation’s top wrestler. As a team, 
the Huskers qualified seven total wrestlers for the 
national tournament and finished in 12th place for 
the second consecutive season.
 In 2011-12, the Huskers finished 21st at the 
NCAA Championships as two wrestlers (Josh Ihnen 
and James Green) earned All-America accolades. 
Senior Tucker Lane became the 20th member of 
Nebraska’s 100-win club on Feb. 19.
 In 2012-13, Robert Kokesh led Nebraska with a 
38-4 record and a third-place finish at the NCAA 
Championships at 174 pounds. Green captured 
his second consecutive All-America honor at 157 
pounds to help NU to a 13th-place finish. Ihnen fell 
one match short of All-America status but picked up 
his 100th collegiate win at the national tournament. 
He also earned CoSIDA Academic All-America 
honors, and helped the Huskers to an 11-6 dual 
record.
 Green and Kokesh repeated as All-Americans 
in 2014, as Green took third at 157 pounds and 
Kokesh earned a fourth-place finish at 174. The pair 
also took home Big Ten titles, becoming the first 
Husker champions in three seasons as members of 
the conference. The Huskers returned to the newly 
renovated Devaney Center for all of their home 
duals after years of wrestling at the NU Coliseum. 
NU finished the dual season with a 12-2 record 
before finishing 11th at the NCAA Championships.
 In 2014-15, the Huskers notched a ninth-place 
finish at the NCAA Championships, marking the 
19th top-10 result in school history and first since 
2009. Kokesh and Green each collected third-place 
finishes, while TJ Dudley earned his first All-America 
honor with an eighth-place showing at 184 pounds. 
During the dual season, NU set a school record 
for winning percentage (.933) after a 14-1 season, 
which included a tie for second in the Big Ten dual 
standings.
 Dudley repeated as an All-American in 2015-
16, this time making it to the NCAA Finals at 184 
pounds. His runner-up finish led the team, which 
produced two additional All-Americans, Eric 
Montoya and Austin Wilson. As a team, NU finished 
eighth at the NCAA Championships and fourth at 
the Big Ten Championships. For the first time since 
1995, NU qualified all 10 wrestlers for the national 
tournament. The Huskers posted an 11-6 record 
overall, going 5-4 in Big Ten duals. 

The Road to Lincoln
 Manning showed his ability to develop a top-
notch program was universal, as he led a turnaround 

Amassing All-Americans
Under Manning's tutelage, 26 wrestlers have 
earned 46 All-America awards.

At Northern Iowa: 
Year Name Weight Place
1999 Tony Davis 149 2nd
 Eric Keller 133 6th
2000 Tony Davis 149 1st
 Randy Pugh 174 4th

At Nebraska:
Year Name Weight Place
2001 Bryan Snyder 157 2nd
 Todd Beckerman 133 4th
 Brad Vering 197 7th
 Ati Conner 174 8th
2002 Bryan Snyder 157 2nd
 Jason Powell 125 3rd
 Justin Ruiz 197 5th
2003 Jason Powell 125 3rd
 Justin Ruiz 197 5th
2004 Jason Powell 125 1st
 Matt Murray 141 2nd
 Jacob Klein 165 7th
 Travis Shufelt 149 7th
2005 B.J. Padden 197 5th
 Travis Pascoe 184 6th
2006 B.J. Padden 197 3rd
 Jacob Klein 174 7th
2007 Paul Donahoe 125 1st
2008 Jordan Burroughs 149 3rd
 Paul Donahoe 125 3rd
 Craig Brester 197 4th
 Brandon Browne 174 4th
 Stephen Dwyer 165 8th
2009 Jordan Burroughs 157 1st
 Craig Brester 197 2nd
 Brandon Browne 174 4th
 Vince Jones 184 6th
2010 Craig Brester 197 2nd
 Stephen Dwyer 174 4th
2011 Jordan Burroughs 165 1st
2012 James Green 157 7th
 Josh Ihnen 184 8th
2013 Robert Kokesh 174 3rd
 James Green 157 7th
2014 James Green 157 3rd
 Robert Kokesh 174 4th
2015 James Green 157 3rd
 Robert Kokesh 174 3rd
 TJ Dudley 184 8th
2016 TJ Dudley 184 2nd
 Eric Montoya 133 5th
 Austin Wilson 165 7th

in the tradition-rich Northern Iowa program in his 
first head coaching position. Manning coached 
three seasons for the Panthers from 1997 to 2000 
in Cedar Falls, Iowa. Under Manning, UNI compiled 
a 23-24-2 dual record and improved its mark in 
each of his seasons. His rebuilding effort with the 
Panthers included strong showings at the NCAA 
Championships. Northern Iowa tied for 30th in 
Manning’s first year, but improved to a 17th-place 
showing in 1998 and added an 11th-place finish at 
the 2000 NCAA Tournament, which was the school’s 
best showing in seven seasons.
 Individually, several UNI wrestlers excelled on 
the national stage under Manning. In each of his 
last two seasons, the Panthers had a pair of All-
Americans, including Tony Davis. A two-time NCAA 
finalist, Davis was the national champion at 149 
pounds in 2000 and finished second in 1999.
 Manning returned the Northern Iowa program 
to national prominence by attracting some of 
the nation’s top wrestling talent. His first Panther 
recruiting class was ranked second in the nation, 
while his second class was tabbed as the top class 
in the nation in 2000.
 Before his appointment as the head coach at UNI, 
Manning had extensive experience as an assistant 
coach, including ties to the Big 12 Conference. 
Manning spent four seasons on Jack Spates’ staff 
at Oklahoma from 1993 to 1997 before accepting 
Northern Iowa’s head position. Manning helped 
guide the Sooners to three top-10 team finishes 
at the NCAA Championships during his tenure, 
including a seventh-place showing at the 1997 
national tournament. He assisted in coaching 14 OU 
wrestlers to All-America accolades, and five Sooners 
to the NCAA finals. John Kading also claimed the 
1996 190-pound title under him. Manning aided in 
the recruitment of three top-five national recruiting 
classes while in Norman.
 Manning began his coaching career as an 
assistant at North Carolina from 1985 to 1993. 
While pursuing his master’s degree in sports 
administration, Manning assisted Coach Bill Lam in 
guiding 15 Tar Heel wrestlers to All-America honors, 
including four NCAA finalists and a pair of national 
champions. UNC posted top-10 NCAA finishes in 
1986, 1987 and 1993 with Manning on staff, and 
captured four Atlantic Coast Conference titles. He 
also helped attract the nation’s top recruiting class 
to Chapel Hill, N.C., in the spring of 1990.
 In addition to his extensive collegiate coaching 
experience, Manning has been selected numerous 
times to coach the United States in international 
competition. He has coached on U.S. Olympic 
teams as an assistant in 1996, 2000, 2012 and 2016, 
while also being named the head coach at U.S. 
Olympic Festivals in 1991, 1993 and 1995. Manning 
was chosen to head the U.S. freestyle team at 
the 2001 FILA World Championships and was an 
assistant on the U.S. delegation to the FILA World 
Championships eight times. He has also been active 
at the FILA Junior level, serving as the head coach 
twice, and traveling to the 2008 FILA Junior World 
Championships in Turkey as an assistant coach, 
where he coached Burroughs to a 10th-place finish. 
In 2009, Manning was a coach for the U.S. Freestyle 
World Team at the World Wrestling Championships 
in Herning, Denmark.

Molding Manning
 Manning had plenty of experience to build 
his coaching philosophies, as he was one of the 
top wrestlers in the nation during his competitive 
career. Manning wrestled collegiately at Nebraska 
for one year, before transferring to the University 
of Nebraska-Omaha. After redshirting a season, 
Manning went on to become a two-time NCAA 
Division II national champion and three-time All-
American under Coach Mike Denney. Manning 
posted a 121-23 record for the Mavericks, while 
capturing titles at 150 pounds in 1983 and 1985. 
Manning helped UNO earn a third-place team 
finish in 1983 and runner-up honors in 1985. While 

competing for the Mavericks, he was the leader of 
UNO’s chapter of Fellowship of Christian Athletes 
for four years. Manning was inducted into the NCAA 
Division II Hall of Fame for his accomplishments as a 
wrestler and coach in 1999.
 Manning’s competitive career also extended 
beyond the collegiate ranks. He was a member of 
the U.S. freestyle team from 1986 to 1989. He won 
a silver medal at the 1989 Pan American Games.
 The Vermillion, S.D., native received his 
bachelor’s degree in physical education from 
Nebraska-Omaha in 1985, with a specialization 
in exercise science. Manning was the recipient 
of an NCAA postgraduate scholarship following 
his graduation from UNO and earned his master’s 
degree in sports administration from North Carolina 
in 1989.
 Manning and his wife, Carrie, were married 
in August of 2006. Mark has four sons, Matthew, 
Connor, Ryan and Will.
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 Nebraska's first wrestling coach, Dr. Raymond 
G. Clapp (1911-26), was more than just a mentor 
for the first athletes who enjoyed the sport at the 
university.  He was a prominent figure locally and 
internationally in the world of wrestling.  
 In the 1890s, Clapp distinguished himself as 
an all-around athlete while a student at Williston 
Seminary and at Yale University, starring in 
football, track, gymnastics and tennis.  
 It was as a track athlete at Yale that he rose to 
national and world prominence.  Clapp won the 
IC4A pole vault title twice, annexed the national 
A.A.U. championship, earned a Canadian title 
and in 1898, he topped all performances to set a 
then-world mark in the vault of nearly 12 feet.
 Dr. Clapp's interest and ability in gymnastics 
probably were more responsible than any other 
one thing in creating his great interest in collegiate 
wrestling.  In addition to his many athletic 
distinctions, Clapp was crowned the all-around 
individual gymnastics champion of the Eastern 
Intercollegiate Association in 1889.
 As a member and eventual chairman of the 
NCAA Wrestling Rules Committee, Clapp was 
largely responsible for the efficient organization 
of collegiate wrestling tournaments in the 1930s 
and 1940s. Clapp pioneered the system that is 
used to run many of the meets that take place 
even today.
 While Ed Gallagher was building wrestling 
popularity in the Southwest, and Charlie Mayser 
was doing likewise in the East and Midwest, Dr. 
Clapp initiated college wrestling at the University 
of Nebraska in the earliest days of the sport, 
serving as head coach from 1911 to 1926.
 Known widely as a leader in the promotion 
of collegiate wrestling, Clapp served in the 
administrative branch of the National Collegiate 
Wrestling Association for numerous years.      
 In 1932 and 1936, Clapp was secretary of the 
American Olympic Wrestling Committee and in 
1940 was elected chairman of the committee.  
As chairman of the USA-Pan American Wrestling 
Committee and the committee representative to 
the 1942 Pan-American Games Committee, Clapp 
became increasingly prominent in the wrestling 
community.
 For over 30 years, Clapp freely and willingly 
gave his time and energy to popularize collegiate 
wrestling.

Tim Neumann coached Nebraska from 1985 to 
2000, producing five top-10 finishes at the NCAA 
Championships, 40 Husker All-Americans and four 
NU national champions.

Coach Years Span W L T Pct
Dr. R.G. Clapp 1911-26 11 17 17 1 .500
John Kellogg  1927-31 4 13 15 1 .466
R.G. Lehman 1931-32 1 2 3 0 .400
H. Ecklund & C.E. Thomas 1932-33 1 0 2 0 .000
Jerry Adam 1933-47 11 16 72 4 .196
B.R. Patterson 1947-50 3 13 18 1 .422
Al Partin 1950-54 4 15 24 2 .390
Don Strasheim 1954-57 3 3 25 0 .107
Bill Smith 1957-60 3 2 31 1 .073
Mickey Sparano 1960-61 1 5 3 1 .611
Robert Mancuso 1961-64 3 15 23 1 .397
Orval Borgialli 1964-78 14 72 106 6 .391
Bob Fehrs 1978-85 7 95 51 2 .648
Tim Neumann 1985-2000 15 199 77 6 .716
Mark Manning 2000-present 16 212 80 3 .724
Totals  97 679 547 29 .553

 Nebraska has had only 15 head coaches in 105 years of wrestling history, including current Husker 
coach Mark Manning. Combining for 679 dual wins, NU coaches have always set a standard of 
excellence in the wrestling community. Dr. R.G. Clapp was the Huskers' first wrestling coach and led 
the team for 11 years before moving on to promote wrestling with the National Wrestling Coaches 
Association. Jerry Adam coached Nebraska for the majority of the 1930's and 1940's, before giving 
way to B.R. Patterson. 
 Orval Borgialli headed the Huskers for 14 years from 1964 to 1978, amassing 72 dual wins, and 
Bob Fehrs took over the team until 1985. Fehrs finished with a .648 dual-winning percentage with 95 
career dual wins at Nebraska. Tim Neumann racked up 199 dual victories from 1985 to 2000 before 
Manning took over. Manning has amassed a 212-80-3 mark in Lincoln and is the winningest coach in 
program history.

Nebraska's First Head Coach (1911-26)
Former Chairman
NCAA Wrestling 
Rules Committee

Bob Fehrs patrolled the mat for the Huskers 
from 1978 to 1985, racking up 95 dual wins and 
coaching 11 Nebraska wrestlers to All-America 
honors.

Coaching History

Dr. r.g. Clapp
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 Bryan Snyder enters his seventh season as a 
coach for the Nebraska wrestling program and his 
fourth season as associate head coach in 2016-17. 
He served as an assistant coach on Head Coach 
Mark Manning’s staff for three years following one 
of the most decorated wrestling careers in school 
history.
 In his first season at NU as a coach, Snyder 
played a key role in helping Jordan Burroughs win 
his second national championship with a perfect 
36-0 record. Snyder also helped Burroughs win the 
2011 74-kilogram freestyle World Championship 
in Istanbul, Turkey, becoming the first U.S. wrestler 
to win a freestyle title since 2006. Additionally, 
Snyder helped Burroughs win the freestyle gold 
medal at the 2012 London Olympics as well as 
the 2013 and 2015 FILA World Championships. 
Burroughs also represented the United States in 
the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio.
 From 2011-12 to 2015-16, Snyder assisted 
in helping the Huskers rack up 12 All-America 
honors. James Green earned All-America 

accolades four times, while Robert Kokesh ended 
his career as a three-time All-American. Josh Ihnen 
earned All-America status in 2012. Two-time All-
American TJ Dudley took runner-up honors in 
2016 after finishing eighth in 2015. Green and 
Kokesh also collected the first two Big Ten titles 
in school history in 2014, and Kokesh added a 
second one in 2015.
 The Easton, Pa., native spent the 2009-10 
season as the head assistant coach at Arizona 
State and helped guide five Sun Devils to the 
NCAA Championships in Omaha. Snyder began 
his coaching experience as an assistant at Harvard 
in 2002-03, while returning to the Husker wrestling 
program as a graduate assistant coach for two 
seasons (2003-04 and 2004-05), as NU went 
38-5-1 in duals and finished fifth at the 2004 
NCAA Championships. He helped coach eight 
All-Americans at NU during that time.
 Snyder graduated from Nebraska with a 
bachelor’s degree in sociology and communication 
studies in 2002. He earned a Master of Arts in 

Bryan SnyDer
Associate Head Coach • 7th Season • Nebraska (2002)

2005 before earning a Ph.D. in 2012.
 As a wrestler, Snyder ranks No. 1 on Nebraska’s 
all-time winning percentage chart (.925), compiling 
a 136-11 record from 1999 to 2002. A member of 
Nebraska’s 100-win club, he claimed All-America 
accolades and a Big 12 championship all four 
years, while finishing as the NCAA runner-up at 
157 pounds in 2001 and 2002.
 He amassed more than 30 wins in a season 
three times, including his 43-3 record as a 
sophomore that stands as the second-best single-
season mark in school history. A four-time NWCA 
All-Academic selection, Snyder was named the 
2002 Nebraska Male Student-Athlete of the Year 
and was also a four-time first-team academic All-
Big 12 selection.
 Prior to Nebraska, Snyder was a three-time 
state place-winner and a 1997 state champion 
at Easton (Pa.) High School. He finished with a 
112-12 record and was one of the nation’s most 
highly regarded recruits.

 Jason Powell enters his second season as 
an assistant coach for the Huskers in 2016-17 
after spending six years as the strength and 
conditioning coach for the team.
 In his time on the Nebraska staff, the Huskers 
have gone 83-35 in dual competition, while 
crowning 15 wrestlers as All-Americans.
 A native of Midwest City, Okla., Powell was one 
of the most decorated wrestlers in school history, 

claiming the 2004 national championship at 125 
pounds with a 17-2 technical fall over Kyle Ott 
of Illinois. The win wrapped up a 26-2 season for 
Powell, as he helped lead NU to its first top-five 
finish at the NCAA Championships since 1996. As 
a junior, Powell finished third at the 2003 national 
meet following a fifth-place finish in 2002. He 
ranks 13th on NU’s all-time win chart with 109.
 A 2004 graduate of the University of Nebraska-

JaSon powell
Assistant Coach • 2nd Season • Nebraska (2004)

Lincoln with a degree in sociology, Powell was 
a three-time All-American and four-year team 
captain before furthering his career with a fourth-
place finish at the U.S. Nationals in the freestyle 
competition. After graduation, Powell spent time 
as a volunteer coach for the Huskers and as an 
assistant coach at Oregon and Maryland.
 Powell and his wife, Hannah, were married in 
August of 2012.

 Matt Meuleners enters his fourth season as a 
volunteer assistant for the Huskers in 2016-17.
 He works primarily with the upper weights on 
the team, and has helped Nebraska to a 37-9 dual 
record and three top-12 finishes at the NCAA 
Championships in his time on staff. Meuleners 
serves a variety of roles for the wrestling program, 
and assists with the Nebraska Wrestling Training 
Center and summer camps.

 Meuleners wrestled at 197 pounds and 
heavyweight while attending Northern State 
University in Aberdeen, S.D., for five years. 
During his tenure, Meuleners won back-to-back 
NCAA Division II national titles before completing 
his senior season with a runner-up finish. He 
graduated as a four-time All-American at Northern 
State.

Matt MeulenerS
Volunteer Assistant • 4th Season • Northern State (2013)

 Before his time with the Wolves, Meuleners 
earned two top-five state finishes at Central High 
School in Minnesota.
 Meuleners, a Young America, Minn., native, 
graduated from Northern State in 2013 with a 
degree in human performance and fitness.
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Wrestling Support Staff

Tyler Weeda joined the Athletic Department as an Assistant Athletic 
Trainer in 2013, after previously serving as a graduate assistant at Nebraska 
from 2011 until 2013. Weeda works directly with Nebraska’s wrestling team.

Weeda came to Nebraska from Coe College, where he graduated in 
2011 with his degree in athletic training and strength and conditioning. He 
worked with the Kohawk’s football, wrestling, swimming and diving, indoor 
track, men’s tennis, women’s tennis, men’s soccer and women’s soccer teams.

Weeda has volunteered at the Division III National Wrestling Tournament 
and the Iowa State Dual Wrestling Championships. He has also volunteered 
at the Nebraska Wrestling Training Center and has worked at the 2012 
Olympic Trials, 2013 World Trials, the 2014 U.S. Open and World Trials, the 
2015 World Team Trials and the 2015 World Championships. 

Weeda is originally from Belle Plaine, Iowa.

tyler weeDa

Athletic Trainer
6th Season

One of the most decorated wrestlers in Husker history, James Green joined 
the Nebraska wrestling staff as a volunteer administrative assistant in 2016-17.

Green became the second four-time All-American in program history 
during his time at NU, which spanned from 2011 to 2015. The Willingboro, 
N.J., native placed third at the NCAA Championships in both 2014 and 2015 
after taking seventh in both 2012 and 2013. Green also captured the 2014 
Big Ten title at 157 pounds, and compiled 129 career wins, which ranks fifth 
in school history.

Green graduated from Nebraska with a degree in sociology in May 2016.

JaMeS green

Volunteer Administrative Assistant
1st Season

Jon Pfeifer joined the Nebraska Athletic Department as an assistant 
strength and conditioning coach in the spring of 2014. Pfeifer serves as the 
strength and conditioning coach for wrestling, men’s and women’s tennis, 
men’s and women’s golf, men’s gymnastics, women’s diving and assists with 
men’s basketball.

A native of South Sioux City, Neb., Pfeifer graduated from the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln in 2013 with his bachelor’s degrees in nutrition, exercise 
and human sciences and dietetics. In his final three years as an undergraduate 
student, Pfeifer served as an intern for the strength and conditioning and 
sports nutrition departments.

Pfeifer is CPR/AED certified by the American Red Cross and is a Certified 
Strength and Conditioning Specialist through the National Strength and 
Conditioning Association. 

Jon pFeiFer

Strength Coach
3rd Season

Alvin Banks serves as an academic counselor and the coordinator of 
student-athlete development for Nebraska’s Academic Performance Team. 
Banks began working as an academic counselor at Nebraska in 2003, after 
serving two years as an assistant academic counselor.

As Nebraska’s coordinator of student-athlete development, he provides 
academic, athletic, personal and career counseling to all Husker student-
athletes. As an academic counselor, he works primarily with the Nebraska 
men’s and women’s golf teams, the women’s swimming and diving team and 
the wrestling team, while also assisting with the football team.

Before joining the Academic Performance Team, Banks served six years as 
a law enforcement officer for the City of Lincoln. He is currently a member 
of the National Association of Academic Advisors for Athletics.

Banks, who lettered in football at Nebraska during the 1991 season, 
earned his master’s degree in vocational education in 1998, after receiving 
a bachelor’s degree in business management in 1992 from Nebraska. Banks 
and his wife, Lisa, have two children, Kaylie and Darius.

alVin BankS

Academic Counselor
17th Season

Pat Norris began working as the equipment manager for the Bob Devaney 
Sports Center in 2004.  A member of the American Equipment Managers 
Association (AEMA), Norris passed his certification test in 2009 and currently 
holds an E.M.C. designation. Within the Devaney Center, he is responsible for 
overseeing the day-to-day operations for equipment checkout and upkeep 
for six Husker teams, including the wrestling team. He worked in a similar 
position as a student from 1997 to 1999.

Before joining the Husker staff, Norris worked five years in Chicago. He 
was an installations billing coordinator at Hub Group Distribution Services 
and an account manager at SCR Companies.

Norris married the former Elizabeth Fonfara in September of 2007, and 
the couple has three children, Parker, Charlie and Maisy. 

pat norriS

Equipment Manager
13th Season

Ellen Shutts began working at the University in 1980, and currently serves 
as the secretary for wrestling, as well as the men’s and women’s tennis 
programs.

From 1987 to 2006, Shutts served as the secretary for the men’s basketball 
program.

Before joining the athletic department, Shutts was a secretary for the 
Nebraska Student Union’s Food Department.

Ellen and her husband, Rob, have a daughter, Erin, a son, Ryan, and four 
granddaughters.

ellen SHuttS

Secretary
11th Season
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Connor Stange is in his fifth year as the communications contact for the 
Nebraska wrestling team.

Stange handles all media inquiries for the Huskers, which includes the 
production of the annual media guide, coordinating interview requests and 
managing the wrestling page on Huskers.com. Stange is in his seventh year 
overall working with the communications department, having served as a 
student worker from 2010 to 2014. 

A native of Lincoln, Neb., Stange earned his bachelor’s degree in 
journalism and broadcasting from Nebraska in August 2014.

Connor Stange

Communications Contact
5th Season

Tim Henrichs joined the Nebraska Athletic Department as an Event 
Management Specialist in May of 2014. Henrichs previously worked as a 
student worker in the athletic department from 2008 to 2012.

Before returning to Nebraska, Henrichs served as a graduate assistant in 
Event Operations at Kansas State.

Henrichs graduated from Nebraska in 2012 with his bachelor’s degree 
in business administration. In May 2016, he earned his master’s degree in 
educational administration. 

tiM HenriCHS

Event Management Specialist
3rd Season

Kevin Ashmos is in his first year working with the wrestling program as a 
marketing associate. Ashmos is in charge of fan experience and promotions 
at home wrestling duals.

Ashmos also works with baseball, men’s and women’s tennis, track and 
field, men’s basketball and the Husker Nation Pavilion. He graduated from 
the MAIAA program at Nebraska in May 2016 after spending one year as a 
graduate assistant in the marketing department. 

A native of Austin, Texas, Ashmos earned his bachelor’s degree in 
sociology from Southern Methodist University in 2010.

keVin aSHMoS

Marketing/Fan Experience Contact
1st Season

After serving as a student intern at HuskerVision since 2012, Keegan Wilson 
became a full-time intern in July of 2015 in Nebraska’s video department.

Wilson is the director for the men’s basketball big screen productions.  
Additionally, he serves as the head replay operator for football and is the 
engineer for a number of home big screen events. Wilson is also responsible 
for overseeing BTN StudentU productions and training HuskerVision student 
interns.

A native of Columbia, Mo., Wilson received his bachelor’s degree in 
broadcast production from UNL in August 2016.

keegan wilSon

Video Production Specialist
4th Season

Dr. David Clare joined Nebraska’s medical staff in 2007 as an orthopaedic 
surgeon. The son of Nebraska’s former Chief of Staff Dr. Pat Clare, David 
joined his father and colleagues at Nebraska Orthopaedic & Sports Medicine, 
P.C. in 1999.  

Born and raised in Lincoln, Dr. Clare completed his undergraduate 
studies at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln where he was a member of 
the Cornhusker football team (1985-1988). He also attended and played 
football at Nebraska Wesleyan in 1989. He received his medical degree 
from the University of Nebraska Medical Center. His residency was done at 
the University of Texas Health Science Center followed by a Fellowship in 
Sports Medicine and Adult Reconstruction.

Clare’s experience as a collegiate athlete complements his sports 
medicine fellowship training. He also has extensive fellowship training in 
adult reconstruction of the hip and total joint replacement.  Clare is Board 
Certified in Orthopaedics and Sports Medicine and is a member of the 
American Orthopaedic Society of Sports Medicine.

DaViD J. Clare, M.D.

Team Physician

Senior Associate Athletic Director Bob Burton enters his 18th season with 
the Nebraska athletic department, since joining the Husker staff in 1998.

Burton reports to the Director of Athletics and serves on Nebraska’s senior 
management team. He assists in NU’s financial and facilities master plans, 
providing supervision to the Athletic Business Office, Concessions, Capital 
Planning and Construction and Information Technology/Computing Service 
areas. He also oversees complimentary ticket and gift-in-kind approvals and 
reconciliation.

Burton, who serves on the Big Ten Sports Management Council, is the 
Athletic Department’s contract administrator, including all game/event 
agreements, and serves as the department’s liaison to the NU General 
Counsel Office. He also plays a major role in NU’s risk management program, 
while overseeing the operations of Nebraska’s camps and clinics.

Burton acts as the department’s liaison to Haymarket Park. Working with 
the Lincoln Saltdogs, he helps set the budget for field and stadium operation 
costs and create strategic plans for the facility.  

Burton is Nebraska’s sport administrator for wrestling, bowling, men’s and 
women’s track and field and cross country.

Burton joined the athletic department in 1998 as an associate athletic 
director for compliance/sports administration. He served in that role until 
2007, ensuring that the conduct and operations of Nebraska’s athletic 
teams were in compliance with NCAA, Big 12 and institutional rules and 
regulations. He also performed as the primary sports administrator for many 
of Nebraska’s teams.

Burton filled a similar position at Oklahoma State as the assistant athletic 
director for sports administration and compliance from 1993 to 1997. He 
oversaw OSU’s Olympic sports programs as well as the training and strength 
and conditioning, wrestling, men’s and women’s track and field and men’s 
and women’s tennis programs.

Burton came to Nebraska from Texas Tech, where he served as an associate 
athletic director for compliance for one year. While at Texas Tech, Burton 
helped complete the NCAA investigation into the Red Raider athletic 
department and analyzed the entire compliance system at the institution. 
He also helped identify and implement financial aid and eligibility systems, 
including changes in personnel and restructuring of the compliance 
department.

Burton, who was a member of the NCAA Division I women’s soccer 
committee for three years and was a member of the NCAA Division I 
bowling committee, served as a legislative administrator for the NCAA 
from 1989 to 1993. At the NCAA, he was involved in the development 
of legislation, interpretation of regulations and reviewed legal issues 
related to the application of the association’s regulations. He served as an 
NCAA liaison to committees and conducted comprehensive education to 
several intercollegiate athletic conferences. He has served on the National 
Association of Athletic Compliance Coordinators Executive Committee and 
the subcommittee of Big 12 Directors of Compliance.

He received his bachelor’s degree in finance from Nebraska in 1985 and 
his juris doctorate from the Nebraska College of Law in 1989. A native of 
Falls City, Neb., Burton and his wife, Krista, have a daughter, Elly Kathryn, 
and sons Robert Falk, McClain John and Abram Lawslo.

BoB Burton

Senior Associate A.D.
18th Season
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Joseph ine  ( Jo )  R .  Po tu to , 
the Richard H. Larson Professor 
of Constitutional Law, has been 
Nebraska’s faculty representative 
(FAR) at the NCAA and conference 
level since May 15, 1997.

In 2002, Potuto was named 
Outstanding Faculty Athlet ics 
Representative by the All-American 
Football Foundation. From 2008-09 

to 2011-12 she was president of the 1A FAR (FARs from FBS institutions). 
Among her NCAA positions, Potuto spent nine years (the maximum) on 
the NCAA Division I Committee on Infractions (chair her last two years).  
She was one of three Big 12 Conference representatives on the NCAA 
Division I Management Council, and served on the NCAA Men’s Gymnastics 
Championship Committee and an NCAA-wide (all divisions) committee to 
advise NCAA staff on student-athlete issues and educational programming 
for coaches, staff, and student-athletes.

A sports law expert, Potuto regularly lectures and consults on sports 
issues in general and NCAA processes in particular. She is an expert 
witness in litigation involving sports issues. She testified before the House 
Subcommittee on the Constitution regarding due process in NCAA 
infractions hearings. 

In recent years, she has appeared in media reports in the New York Times, 
Los Angeles Times, USA Today, Washington Post, CBSSports.com, the 
Chronicle of Higher Education, and Insider Higher Ed among others. She 
has presented to the Knight Commission on Intercollegiate Athletics, the 
National Association of College and University Attorneys, the Association 
of Public and Land Grant Universities, the Texas Commission of Higher 
Education, NCAA regional conferences, law conferences and law firms, 
NACDA, and to universities and law colleges, including the Universities 
of Istanbul, Washington, Maryland, Oklahoma, Santa Clara, Arizona State, 
Baltimore, and Mississippi. 

Potuto is a past adviser to the Uniform Law Commissioners Committee to 
draft a sports agent statute, has drafted rules governing search and seizure 
and hearings for the Nebraska Racing Commission, and also has written on 
issues of gender equity in college athletics. She has authored numerous 
articles on sports law issues. She just completed articles on NCAA treatment 
of student-athlete violations and on NCAA and Olympic treatment of athlete 
violations (co-authored with an Olympic arbitrator). 

Potuto delivered the 2012 Chancellor’s Distinguished Lecture. She serves 
on the senate’s intercollegiate athletics committee. She is a past member 
of the UNL academic senate and also served on Nebraska’s NCAA site 
certification steering committee.

Potuto teaches constitutional law, procedure, federal jurisdiction, and 
sports law. She has been a visiting professor of law at the University of 
Arizona, Rutgers University, the Cardozo College of Law at New York’s Yeshiva 
University, the University of Oregon, the University of North Carolina, and 
Seton Hall University. She has worked as an assistant prosecutor in both the 
Essex and Morris County (N.J.) prosecutor’s offices.

Potuto was project director and a drafter of the Uniform Law 
Commissioners Sentencing and Corrections Act, as well as the drafter for the 
Nebraska Supreme Court Committee to Draft Criminal Jury Instructions. She 
is the author of three books. She was elected to membership in the American 
Law Institute, the Nebraska State Bar Foundation, and the Douglass Society.

Potuto earned her bachelor’s degree in journalism at Rutgers’ Douglass 
College, and her master’s degree in English literature at Seton Hall. She 
earned her juris doctorate at the Rutgers Law College.

She is a member of the bars of Nebraska and New Jersey and is admitted 
to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Third Circuit, and the U.S. District Courts for Nebraska and New Jersey.

Ronnie Green assumed fu l l 
authority as the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln’s 20th chancellor 
on May 8, 2016.

Pior to being named chancellor, 
Green served for six years as the 
Harlan Vice Chancellor of the Institute 
of Agriculture and Natural Resources. 
In this role, he also jointly served as 
the Vice President for Agriculture and 
Natural Resources of the University 
of Nebraska system. Since 2015, 
Green also was UNL’s Senior Vice 
Chancellor for Academic Affairs, the 
institution’s chief academic officer 
and responsible authority in the 
absence of the chancellor.

Green was raised on a mixed 
beef, dairy, and cropping farm in 
southwestern Virginia. He received 
bachelor and master’s degrees in 
animal science from Virginia Tech 
and Colorado State University, 
respectively. His doctoral program 
was completed jointly at the University 
of Nebraska and the USDA-ARS U.S. 
Meat Animal Research Center in 
animal breeding and genetics in 1988.

Green has served on the animal 
science faculties of Texas Tech 
University and Colorado State 
University, and as the national 
program leader for animal production 
research for the USDA’s Agricultural 

Research Service and executive secretary of the White House’s interagency 
working group on animal genomics within the National Science and 
Technology Council where he was one of the principal leaders in the 
international bovine, porcine, and ovine genome sequencing projects. 
Prior to returning to NU, Green served as senior global director of technical 
services for Pfizer Animal Health’s animal genomics business.

Green has published 130 refereed publications and abstracts, nine 
book chapters and 56 invited symposia papers; and has delivered invited 
presentations in 43 U.S. states and 21 countries around the world. He is 
a past-president of both the American Society of Animal Science and the 
National Block and Bridle Club, and has served in a number of leadership 
positions for the U.S. Beef Improvement Federation, National Cattlemen’s 
Beef Association, National Pork Board, Federated Animal Science Societies 
and the National Research Council. He was named a fellow of ASAS in 2014 
and, in 2015, a fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, the world’s largest general scientific society.

Ronnie and best friend Jane are the proud parents of four children: 
Justin, a UNL political science student and political journalist in Washington, 
D.C.; Nate, a UNL business administration graduate and current UNL law 
student; Kelli, a UNL student majoring in advertising, public relations and 
global studies; and Regan, a UNL student majoring in pre-inclusive early 
childhood education.

NEbRASkA'S CHANCELLoRS
1871-1876  —  Allen R. Benton 
1876-1882  —  Edmund B. Farfield 
1884-1889  —  Irvin J. Manatt
1891-1895  —  James H. Canfield 
1895-1899  —  George E. MacLean 
1900-1908 — E. Benjamin Andrews
1908-1927 — Samuel Avery
1927-1938 — E.A. Burnett
1938-1946 — Chauncey S. Boucher
1947-1953 — R.G. Gustavson
1953-1954 — John K. Selleck
1954-1968 — Clifford Hardin
1968-1971 — Joseph Soshnik
1972-1975 — James H. Zumberge
1975-1976 — Adam C. Breckenridge
1976-1980 — Roy A. Young
1980-1981 — Robert H. Rutford
1981-1991 — Martin A. Massengale
1991-1991 — Jack Goebel
1991-1995 — Graham B. Spanier
1995-1996 — Joan R. Leitzel*
1996-2000 — James Moeser
2000-2001 — Harvey S. Perlman*
2001-2016 — Harvey S. Perlman
2016-pres. — Ronnie Green

* Interim Chancellor

NEbRASkA'S FACuLTY REPS
1931-1946  —  T.J. Thompson 
1947-1958  —  Earl Fullbrook
1959-1964  —  Charles S. Miller
1965-1968  —  Merk Hobson
1969-1970  —  John R. Davis
1971-1982  —  Keith L. Broman
1982-1997  —  James O'Hanlon
1997-pres.  — Josephine Potuto

ronnie green

Chancellor
1st Year

JoSepHine potuto, J.D.

Faculty Athletics Representative
19th Year
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Shawn Eichorst was recruited and hired by the 
University of Nebraska in 2012 and quickly displayed 
an incredible passion for the University and for its 
student-athletes as well as the State of Nebraska. 
As the leader of a tradition-rich athletic program 
with 24 intercollegiate teams, 600-plus student-
athletes and more than 325 full-time employees, 
Eichorst has relied on a strong value system and a 
student-centered approach to lead the department. 
Nebraska’s primary mission is to provide student-
athletes with the resources and support they need 
to be successful in academics, athletics and life. 
The health, safety and welfare of student-athletes 
are priority one and the essence of every decision 
made at Nebraska. Since Eichorst arrived in Lincoln, 
resources and services in every student-athlete 
support unit have been reviewed, improved and 
enhanced, including academics, athletic medicine, 
life skills, nutrition, sports psychology, strength and 
conditioning and performance/research (i.e. Nebraska 
Athletic Performance Laboratory (NAPL) and the 
Center for Brain, Biology and Behavior (CB3)).

Eichorst has continued to move Nebraska forward 
aggressively with several new initiatives to enhance 
the student-athlete experience. Beginning in the 
summer of 2015, Nebraska became the first athletic 
department in the country to offer laptop computers 
to every student-athlete and created a data analytics 
department. Husker student-athletes in all sports 
now receive four-year, full cost of attendance-based 
scholarships. Nebraska was also the first-known 
department of athletics to create a post-eligibility 
opportunity (PEO) program, where every Husker 
letterwinner who graduates and has exhausted his 
or her eligibility has an opportunity to pursue either 
an internship, study abroad or graduate school 
program valued at $7,500. Nebraska was also one 
of the first institutions to create a spring service 
abroad trip, taking a team of student-athletes and 
staff to Guatemala in 2015 and to the Dominican 
Republic in 2016.

Eichorst is in high demand and has made more 
than 500 public appearances around the state and 
country and his monthly radio show and “Connecting 
on Campus” online column provide opportunities to 
connect and share the incredible activities, initiatives 
and accomplishments happening at the greater 
University and in the department. As a member of 
the Chancellor’s Senior Administrative Team, Eichorst 
maintains a strong connection and collaboration 
between the University and athletics.

A highly respected national leader, Eichorst was 
appointed in 2015 to the Division I Football Oversight 
Committee. Most recently, Eichorst was named co-
chair of the NCAA Division I Football Recruiting ad 
hoc working group. He also serves on the Big Ten 
Conference Program and Budget Review Committee. 
Eichorst was the first Director of Athletics from any 
conference to visit the Big Ten Conference-based 
Academic Alliance (formerly known as the Committee 
on Institutional Cooperation) at its Champaign, Ill., 
headquarters. The Big Ten Academic Alliance is a 
highly successful academic-based consortium of 

FAMILY
Wife: Kristin; Sons: Jack, Joseph and Bennett

EduCATIoN
B.A. in business, Wisconsin-Whitewater (1990) 
Juris Doctorate, Marquette (1995)

AdMINISTRATIvE ExPERIENCE
Nebraska, Director of Athletics (2013-present)
Miami, Director of Athletics (2011-12)
Wisconsin, Deputy Athletics Director (2009-11)
Wisconsin, Executive Associate Athletics Director (2007-09)
Wisconsin, Senior Associate Athletics Director (2006-07)
South Carolina, Senior Associate Athletics Director (2004-06)
Wisconsin-Whitewater, Director of Athletics (1999-2003)

15 schools, including all 14 in the Big Ten 
Conference. Nebraska is leading the Big Ten 
and the Big Ten Academic Alliance in several 
areas, including Digital Humanities and head 
injury research. 

Under Eichorst, Nebraska extended its 
nation-leading total of CoSIDA Academic All-
Americans to 325 and its nation-leading total of 
NCAA Top Ten Award winners to 17. More than 
700 awards were presented at the 26th Annual 
Student-Athlete Awards Show—A Night at the 
Lied. In 2015-16, 109 student-athletes earned 
undergraduate or graduate degrees and the 
Big Ten Conference honored 209 Husker 
student-athletes with Academic All-Big Ten 
awards. For the first time in school history, 
all Nebraska teams had an NCAA Academic 
Progress Rate (APR) of 960 or higher and the 

overall Graduation Success Rate (GSR) of 86 percent 
is the highest in program history. In addition, seven 
Husker teams (women’s basketball, golf, gymnastics, 
softball, tennis and volleyball and men’s tennis) had 
a GSR of 100 percent as reported in the fall of 2015.

During Eichorst’s tenure, Nebraska has won three 
NCAA team Championships, increasing its total to 27. 
In 2012-13 and in 2014-15, the Nebraska women’s 
bowling team earned the program’s fourth and fifth 
NCAA titles, while the Husker volleyball team won 
the 2015 NCAA Championship, the program’s fourth 
national title. 

In 2016, the Husker men’s track and field team swept 
the Big Ten Indoor and Outdoor Championships and 
14 Nebraska teams competed in NCAA postseason 
action, including bowling, football, volleyball, 
women’s swimming and diving, wrestling, softball, 
baseball, men’s and women’s gymnastics, rifle, 
and men’s and women’s indoor and outdoor track 
and field. In 2015-16, Nebraska produced 41 All-
Americans who won 49 national awards, including 
21 first-team honorees.

In 2013-14, Nebraska became one of only two 
NCAA institutions – and the first Big Ten program 
in history – to qualify for a football bowl game, and 
advance to NCAA postseason in the major team sports 
of volleyball, soccer, men’s and women’s basketball, 
baseball and softball. Additionally, Nebraska was the 
only institution to win a postseason game in six of 
those seven sports.

Nebraska’s fan support continues to be unparalleled 
in college athletics. In 2015-16, top 15 national 
rankings for average attendance were reached across 
10 sports—football, volleyball, men’s and women’s 
basketball, wrestling, soccer, softball, baseball and 
men’s and women’s gymnastics. Nebraska is the 
only school in the country to rank among the top 
15 nationally in both football and men’s basketball 
attendance and in volleyball and women’s basketball. 
A tribute to loyal Husker fans, two sports lead the 
nation with consecutive home sellout streaks. Football 
has 347 consecutive sellouts and volleyball has 204 
consecutive regular-season sellouts.

Under Eichorst’s leadership, Nebraska continues 
to focus on improving its facilities and the game-day 
experience at all athletic venues. In August of 2015, 
Hibner Stadium and Barbara Hibner Field for soccer 
and the Sid and Hazel Dillon Tennis Center were 
completed. A new center-hung video board and sound 
system was installed in the Devaney Center in 2015 
to improve the game-day experience for volleyball, 
wrestling and men’s and women’s gymnastics. In 
2014, the largest wireless network system at a college 
football stadium in history was installed in Memorial 
Stadium, along with a state-of-the-art sound system. 
In the summer of 2013, Memorial Stadium expansion 
added the innovative NAPL inside East Stadium next to 
the Center for Brain, Biology and Behavior (CB3). That 
same year, Nebraska’s men’s and women’s basketball 
teams became the primary tenants at Pinnacle Bank 
Arena, and the renovated Devaney Center became 
the home for Husker volleyball, wrestling and the 
men’s and women’s gymnastics programs. 

Eichorst came to Nebraska after serving as Director 
of Athletics at Miami in 2011 and 2012. He hired 
legendary men’s basketball coach Jim Larrañaga, who 
led Miami to the NIT Second Round in his first season 
and ACC regular-season and tournament titles as well 
and the NCAA Sweet 16 in his second. The women’s 
basketball program posted its highest national ranking 
in school history (No. 5) and advanced to the Second 
Round of the NCAA Tournament. The Miami women’s 
tennis team advanced to the NCAA Elite Eight for 
the fourth straight season, and the baseball team 
made its 40th consecutive NCAA appearance. The 
Hurricane women’s soccer team posted its first NCAA 
Tournament win in school history, and the volleyball 
team made its third straight NCAA Tournament trip.

Before heading to Miami, Eichorst was the Deputy 
Athletics Director at Wisconsin. He was the Chief 
Operating Officer and oversaw the department’s daily 
operations, as well as the men’s basketball program 
under the direction of Director of Athletics and former 
Husker Barry Alvarez. 

From 2004 to 2006, Eichorst served as the Senior 
Associate Athletics Director for Administration at 
South Carolina, overseeing the department’s daily 
operations, as well as the football and baseball 
programs under legendary coaches Lou Holtz, Steve 
Spurrier and Ray Tanner, respectively. 

From 1999 to 2003, Eichorst served as the Director 
of Athletics at Wisconsin-Whitewater, which produced 
four top 10-percent finishes in the NACDA Directors 
Cup, one NCAA team title and two NCAA runner-
up finishes. The program also featured 11 CoSIDA 
Academic All-America selections.

A native of Lone Rock, Wis., Eichorst was an all-
conference defensive back, three-time letterwinner 
and 1990 football team captain for the University of 
Wisconsin-Whitewater. He graduated magna cum 
laude in business from UW-Whitewater in 1990 and 
in 2015 was awarded the Distinguished Alumni Award 
for Professional Achievement. He earned a law degree 
from Marquette Law School in 1995, practiced law 
in Milwaukee until 1999 and is a past member of the 
State Bar of Wisconsin Board of Governors. He served 
as an assistant adjunct professor of law at Marquette, 
where he taught classes in sports law. He serves on 
the Marquette University National Sports Law Institute 
Board of Advisors and in 2006, Marquette awarded 
Eichorst the Sports Law Alumnus of the Year Award. He 
is also a graduate of the Sports Management Institute 
and serves on its Executive Committee.

Shawn and his wife Kristin have three sons: Jack, 
Joseph and Bennett.

SHawn eiCHorSt
Director of Athletics • 4th Year • Wisconsin-Whitewater (1990)
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On Jan. 12, 2015, the Board of Regents appointed lifelong educator Hank 
M. Bounds, Ph.D., as the seventh president of the University of Nebraska. 
Bounds began his tenure as president on April 13, 2015, bringing with him 
a demonstrated record of expanding opportunities for students, improving 
higher education outcomes and efficiencies, and building successful 
partnerships with policymakers, donors and business leaders.

Bounds grew up on a small farm in rural Mississippi, where his family 
raised hogs and cattle and he hauled hay. His service in the Army National 
Guard helped him pay for college, and he earned bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees from the University of Southern Mississippi and a doctorate from 
the University of Mississippi. 

Bounds has devoted his 25-year career to helping change students’ 
lives in the same way education opened doors in his own life. He began 
as a high school teacher, then rose to principal, superintendent and state 
superintendent before becoming Mississippi’s commissioner of higher 
education in 2009. In that role, he oversaw a complex system of eight public 
universities including research universities, regional universities, an academic 
health science center, historically black institutions, a law center, a school 
of veterinary medicine and 200 institutes and centers. Together the system 
enrolled 85,000 students, employed 26,000 faculty and staff, and operated 
with a combined annual budget of $4.5 billion, including $500 million in 
research and development.

During every year of Bounds’ tenure as commissioner, student enrollment 
and degrees awarded by the institutions in the Mississippi system increased, 
by a total of 13.3 percent and 11.4 percent, respectively. He advocated with 
legislative leadership for improved faculty compensation and providing 
greater opportunities for students. He also provided oversight for private 
fundraising in excess of $250 million per year.

Bounds worked with the Board of Trustees to implement a performance-
based allocation model that distributed funds equitably and rewarded 
universities for operating efficiently and achieving attainment outcomes. He 
designed an efficiencies plan that saved more than $90 million, an internal 
audit function, and a comprehensive diversity initiative that led to increased 
diversity among Mississippi faculty, staff and students.

Bounds also worked with partners to increase educational attainment 
in Mississippi, including a Center for Education Innovation focused on 
improving learning opportunities for disadvantaged children. Bounds created 
an office to foster relationships among university researchers, business 
and industry, and economic developers. He was tapped by the business 
community to chair a major statewide initiative to create an action plan to 
improve Mississippi’s competitive position.

Bounds brings this experience to the University of Nebraska, which he 
believes can serve as a catalyst for change and growth in the lives of students 
and people in the state and around the world. He is working to make the 
University of Nebraska a giant in higher education—for the benefit of the 
state, the country and the world.

Bounds holds faculty appointments in the College of Education and 
Human Sciences at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and in the Colleges 
of Education at the University of Nebraska at Omaha and the University of 
Nebraska at Kearney. He and his wife, Susie, are the parents of a son, Will, 
and a daughter, Caroline. They reside in Lincoln, Nebraska.

The Board of Regents consists of eight voting 
members elected by district for six-year terms, 
and four non-voting student Regents, one from 
each campus, who serve during their tenure as 
student body president. The board supervises 
the general operations of the university, and the 
control and direction of all expenditures. The 
board also includes a corporation secretary who 
manages all records including agendas, minutes, 
notices, policies and bylaws. Those documents 
can be found on the web at nebraska.edu/board/.

The board meets regularly, primarily in Lincoln but also in Omaha and 
greater Nebraska. Persons wishing to provide information to the board or 
to appear before it should contact: Corporation Secretary, University of 
Nebraska, Varner Hall, 3835 Holdrege, Lincoln, NE 68583.

Timothy Clare
Lincoln

Hal daub
Omaha

Howard Hawks
Omaha

bob Phares
North Platte

Jim Pillen
Columbus

Robert Schafer
Beatrice

kent Schroeder, J.d.
Kearney

bob Whitehouse 
Omaha

Rachel Flaugh
Nebraska-Kearney

Spencer Hartman
Nebraska-Lincoln

daniel Cloonan
Nebraska-Medical Center

Patrick davlin
Nebraska-Omaha
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