
Nebraska vs. Iowa State (Sept. 29, 2007)

Nebraska Player Quotes - Postgame
Quarterback Sam Keller
On Coach Callahan’s comment about the game being strange
“It was weird.  It was the longest I’ve spent on the sideline in any game I’ve ever been in.  I’ve said this before, that 
games take on personalities, they take shape and are completely different from any other games.  I was just so proud 
of our defense, the way they battled for how long they were on the field.  Holding them (Iowa State) to 17 points and 
(creating) turnovers and big plays—I’m just so proud of those guys.  So it was fun to watch.”
 
On the Nebraska offense having so many fewer plays than Iowa State
“I don’t know if that’s ever even happened to me any time I’ve played. That’s weird.  It was just a weird game.  We’re 
finding out that we can thrive in different kinds of games.  We’ve won close ones.  We won this one and it was a battle.  
The defense played well in this one. You took so many positives from the different things in the game and how we were 
able to respond.”
 
On seeing vulnerability in the Iowa State secondary and making plays
“Our plan was to take some shots early and we thought we could get them to come up on the run.  We did that once 
and it was nice and I thought I got the same look on the other one, but the kid just came out of nowhere and made a 
great play.  That was our plan to take some shots early and see if we could get it on them, but one worked out and one 
didn’t.”

On the Nebraska defense improvements
“One thing I’m proud of on this team and all of the guys on it is that we rally around each other.  We took care of each 
other all week.  There were a lot of things that the defense went through - Coach Coz (Cosgrove) and the defense - but 
they came out and carried us today.  They were on the field for so long.  I can’t believe how long it was. I looked up and 
it was 13 to 32 as far as minutes and I was like ‘Wow, we’ve never been through this before.’  They were just battling 
- making tackles, making picks, turnovers.  We struggled early on with three turnovers, but we just kept fighting. So I’m 
just proud of the defense and the way they responded and how the offense responded and got going at the end of the 
first half.”

Cornerback Cortney Grixby
On sparking the team with his kickoff return after being down 10-0 in the second quarter
“We had a couple turnovers and they put up the points on the board.  We just wanted to hold and keep our offense in 
for the game.  Once we went down 10-0, we had to make something happen and it just happened to happen on the 
kickoff return.”

On the Nebraska offense and defense balance
“We work together.  We’re one team, so if they’re not doing so well we try to keep them in the game so they can come 
back and make plays.  It’s all about making plays.  Like I said, we just work together.”

On the intensity of the defense
“We just wanted to come out and play loose.  We wanted to come out and have fun and just play.  There was no 
pressure and we just had to make plays.”

On defensive improvements for next week
"We still have improvements.  We gave up some yardage and we played well, but got some turnovers.  We still have to 
work on improvements.  We didn’t play up to the capability—I mean we played good, but we didn’t play how we know 
how to play.  We just still have some work.”


