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Name Year Event Hometown (High School)
Jess Andrews* So. Free/Fly Gillette, Wyo. (Campbell County)
Kaitlin Arntz** Jr. Breast/Free/IM Omaha, Neb. (Millard West)
Bobbi Balogh Fr. Free Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast)
Bailey Bolinske Fr. Breast/IM Williston, N.D. (Williston)
C.J. Bray** Sr. Free/Back Omaha, Neb. (Millard West)
Emily Burbach* So. Diving Lincoln, Neb. (North Star)
Tia Claps Fr. Diving Broomfield, Colo. (Broomfield)
Colleen Criss** Jr. Breast/IM Omaha, Neb. (Marian)
Karen Criss Jr. Back/Free/IM Omaha, Neb. (Marian)
Hailey Dean** Jr. Breast/Free/IM San Diego, Calif. (Christian)
Claire Desormey* So. Free/IM St. Charles, Ill. (East)
Julie Giehl* So. Free/Breast Boulder, Colo. (Fairview)
Kelsey Grushecky* So. Fly/Free West Newton, Pa. (Yough)
Blaine Hoppenrath* So. Free/IM/Fly Kansas City, Mo. (Liberty)
Mariah Hutchinson** Jr. Fly/Free/IM Topeka, Kan. (Topeka)
Kelsey Ida** Jr. Back/Fly/Free Littleton, Colo. (Mountain Vista)
Courtney Jolly*** Sr. Diving Plantation, Fla. (St. Thomas Aquinas)
Brandie Kavalec* So. Free/Back Loveland, Colo. (Mountain View)
Mailene Leslie Fr. Free/IM Corvallis, Ore. (Crescent Valley)
Meredith Matthies* So. Free/Back/Fly Wichita, Kan. (Kapaun Mount Carmel)
Rachell McClain* So. Back/IM Henderson, Nev. (Coronado)
D’Arcy Schmidt Fr. Diving Scottsdale, Ariz. (Arcadia)
Caroline Shea Fr. Free/IM Denver, Colo. (Mullen)
Riley Seidel Fr. Free La Crosse, Wis. (Central)
Jenna Stroud*** Sr. Free/Back Lincoln, Neb. (East)
Jenny Toler*** Sr. Free/Back Elk Grove, Ill. (Elk Grove)
Anna Wheeler Fr. Free/Fly Issaquah, Wash. (Aviation)
Christina Yemm*** Sr. Fly/IM/Back Sterling, Ill. (Sterling)
Sarah Ziegelmann** Jr. Free/Fly Fargo, N.D. (Fargo North)
*denotes letter earned at Nebraska

Head Coach: Pablo Morales (Stanford, 1987)
Assistant Coach: Doug Humphrey (Nebraska, 1997)
Diving Coach: Natasha Chikina (USC, 1999)
Undergraduate Assitant Coach: Lynn Siemert

The 2008-09 Huskers 2008-09 Schedule
Date Opponent Time
Sept. 26 Scarlet v. Cream Intrasquad Meet 4 p.m.
Oct. 4 Alumni Meet 10 a.m.
Oct. 10 at Illinois 3 p.m.
Oct. 24 at Big 12 Relays (Lawrence, Kan.) 9 a.m.
Nov. 1 at Iowa 11 a.m.
Nov. 14-16 at Minneapolis Diving Invitational 12 p.m.
Nov. 20-23 Husker Invitational All Day
Dec. 4-6 at Texas Invitational (Austin, Texas) All Day
Dec. 12 at South Dakota State 6 p.m.
Jan. 17 Kansas 2 p.m.
Jan. 30 at Nebraska-Omaha TBA
Jan. 31 at Iowa State 1 p.m.
Feb. 7 Missouri 1 p.m.
Feb. 25-28 at Big 12 Championships (Columbia, Mo.) All Day
March 13-15 at NCAA Zone Diving Meet TBA
March 19-21 at NCAA Championships (College Station, Texas) TBA

Huskers By Class
Seniors (5) Juniors (7) Sophomores (9) Freshman (8)
C.J. Bray Kaitlin Arntz Jess Andrews Bobbi Balogh
Courtney Jolly Colleen Criss Emily Burbach Bailey Bolinske
Jenna Stroud Karen Criss Claire Desormey Tia Claps
Jenny Toler Hailey Dean Julie Giehl Mailene Leslie
Christina Yemm Mariah Hutchinson Kelsey Grushecky D’Arcy Schmidt
 Kelsey Ida Blaine Hoppenrath Caroline Shea
 Sarah Ziegelmann Brandie Kavalec Riley Seidel
  Meredith Matthies Anna Wheeler
  Rachell McClain

Huskers Across America
Arizona (1)
D’Arcy Schmidt

California (1)
Hailey Dean

Colorado (5)
Tia Claps
Julie Giehl
Kelsey Ida
Brandie Kavalec
Caroline Shea

Florida (1)
Courtney Jolly

Illinois (3)
Claire Desormey
Jenny Toler
Christina Yemm

Kansas (2)
Mariah Hutchinson
Meredith Matthies

Missouri (1)
Blaine Hoppenrath

Nebraska (7)
Kaitlin Arntz
Bobbi Balogh
C.J. Bray
Emily Burbach
Colleen Criss
Karen Criss
Jenna Stroud

Nevada (1)
Rachell McClain

North Dakota (2)
Bailey Bolinske
Sarah Ziegelmann

Oregon (1)
Mailene Leslie

Pennsylvania (1)
Kelsey Grushecky

Washington (1)
Anna Wheeler

Wisconsin (1)
Riley Seidel

Wyoming (1)
Jess Andrews

The 2008-09 Huskers  |  2008-09 Schedule

BACK ROW – (L-R): Head Coach Pablo Morales, Undergraduate Assistant Coach Lynn Siemert, Riley Seidel, Brandie Kavalec, 
Jenny Toler, Colleen Criss, Caroline Shea, Karen Criss, Jess Andrews, Jenna Stroud, Julie Giehl, Assistant Coach Doug Humphrey, 
Assistant Coach Natasha Chikina; MIDDLE ROW – (L-R): Anna Wheeler, Hailey Dean, Tia Claps, Kaitlin Arntz, Blaine Hoppenrath, 
D’Arcy Schmidt, Rachell McClain, C.J. Bray, Sarah Ziegelmann, Kelsey Grushecky; FRONT ROW – (L-R): Meredith Matthies, Emily 
Burbach, Kelsey Ida, Mariah Hutchinson, Christina Yemm, Mailene Leslie, Claire Desormey, Bailey Bolinske, Bobbi Balogh, 
Courtney Jolly
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Huskers Look to Regain Top Big 12 Spot
2008-09 Season Preview

The 2008-09 swimming and diving team is full of 
potential and promise, and is one that head coach 
Pablo Morales sees going far. After going 7-2 last 
season, including winning every home dual, the 
Huskers are aiming for new heights, including more top 
finishes at the Big 12 Championships this February.

Led by a group of five seniors, including four who 
have been in Lincoln since their freshman year, the 
Huskers have the benefit of a veteran foundation at 
the top of their lineup. C.J. Bray, Courtney Jolly, Jenna 
Stroud, Jenny Toler and Christina Yemm will all be 
counted on this year to provide leadership to the young 
Husker team, which features 17 underclassmen.

“It’s a strong class,” Morales said about his five 
seniors. “What’s great about this class is that they’ve 
worked hard, and they’ve been great examples for 
everybody else. It’s a good-sized class, which is what 
you hope for, and we’re looking for great things from 
them.”

Jolly, who hails from Plantation, Fla., has anchored 
the Nebraska diving team for the last few seasons and 
will be counted on more than ever this year, as only 
she and sophomore Emily Burbach return from the 
2007-08 diving squad.

“Courtney has developed extremely well in the 
time that she’s been here,” Morales said. “She’s been 
getting the most out of her talent, and taking that to a 
higher level every year. In the last couple seasons we’ve 
seen some real breakthroughs from a competitive 
standpoint. She had a great summer, and competed in 
U.S. Nationals. She’s ready to have a great year.”

Bray, out of Omaha, was recruited by Nebraska out 
of high school but committed to swim at Wyoming. She 
returned to her home-state Huskers in her sophomore 
season and will be entering her third and final season 
at Nebraska in 2008-09.

“It’s been great to see her enthusiasm and her 
development in the last couple years,” Morales said. 
“She put in a great year last year, and a great spring 
and summer, and we’re looking forward to seeing her 
wrap up her collegiate career on a high level. We’re 
going to lean on not only her swimming skills, but her 

leadership as well.”
Toler and Yemm came to Nebraska from the state 

of Illinois. Both have contributed greatly to the team 
in their first three seasons and, like the rest of the 
senior class, will be relied on to perform even better 
in their final season. Toler, who has been a freestyle 
specialist for the Huskers during her time in Lincoln, 
set two career-best times in 2007-08, and has been 
showing signs of beating those marks as a senior with 
her improvements over the spring and summer.

“Jenny is certainly someone we’ve relied on 
very heavily in the sprints and the middle-distance 
freestyle,” Morales said. “She’s been consistent and 
has improved every year. She’s showed that focus and 
determination to get to a higher level, so we’re looking 
forward to seeing that come out her senior year.”

Yemm has been asked to swim in a myriad of events 
for Nebraska, and she has embraced every role she’s 
been asked to take on. After primarily swimming in 
the butterfly events her freshman and sophomore 
years, Yemm focused on the backstroke last season, in 
addition to the 200- and 400-yard Individual Medley.

“Christina has been tremendous for us,” Morales 
said. “She’s been willing to do anything asked of her 
to help improve the team. Last year we asked her 
to extend herself from the 200 IM all the way to the 
400 IM, which is quite a big move for anybody. She’s 
stepped up in those roles and has done well and has 
improved, regardless of her role.”

Lincoln native Jenna Stroud rounds out the senior 
class for the Huskers. A product of Lincoln East High 
School, Stroud has been a part of Nebraska’s sprint-
freestyle corps since she first stepped on campus as a 
freshman. Stroud had a fantastic sophomore season, 
but struggled at times to regain that form in her junior 
year. Morales is confident that Stroud can again meet 
and surpass the success she had as a sophomore.

“Jenna has sort of been our anchor in our sprint 
corps,” Morales said. “She’s been a great leader for 
our team. She’s a great person, and is well-liked by 
her teammates. Last year, she kind of hit a little bit of 
a plateau, and we’re wanting her very much to bounce 

back from that, and we know that she will. Knowing 
the person that she is and the character that she has, 
she’ll be able to bounce back and really finish out with 
the great senior year that she deserves, because she’s 
put so much into our program.”

The five seniors will be instrumental in helping 
Nebraska achieve its goals in the 2008-09 season. 
One of which is to secure the team’s spot atop the 
Big 12 North.

“We don’t feel it’s acceptable to have a lesser goal 
than being the top team in the North, and that has 
to be our objective,” Morales said. “Though by all 
accounts we had a pretty good performance at our 
conference meet (last year), we can’t accept being 
the sixth team in the conference. Nobody wants that. 
So certainly, first and foremost, what’s on our mind is 
doing whatever it takes to elevate ourselves from that 
sixth position and really have the objective of at the 
very least being the top North team.”

Morales also wants the team to return to the 
dominance it displayed in the 1990s, when it won 
seven out of nine conference meets from 1990-1998. 
Nebraska’s best finish in the 2000s in the conference 
meet has been third, most recently achieved four 
years ago in 2005.

“We hit a high point a few years ago with the 
third-place finish at conference,” Morales said. “That 
probably represents our biggest challenge - breaking 
through and going after those Texas teams is going 
to be tough. It’s a great challenge, one that we’re 
eager to face, but at the same time, to be on top of 
the North schools, who are all improving, is another 
challenge for us.”

Helping the seniors achieve their goals will be a 
strong junior class, which includes three swimmers 
who were finalists in events at last year’s Big 12 
Championships - Kaitlin Arntz, Hailey Dean and Mariah 
Hutchinson. Hutchinson turned in a terrific season in 
2007-08 and capped it off by qualifying for the 2008 
U.S. Olympic Swim Trials in Omaha in the 100- and 
200-meter butterfly.

“I think it’s safe to say that Mariah made a quantum 
jump last year,” Morales said. “It’s really a great 
example of showing that if you want it, and if you 
have the desire, and if you back up that desire with a 
tremendous work ethic in the water and consistency, 
then pretty much anything is possible. She went from 
never having swum at the national level before, to not 
only getting into the national level but going a step 
higher and getting into the Olympic Trials. Because of 

A look at the 2008-09 Huskers
Letterwinners Returning: 20
Newcomers: 9

2008 Big 12 Championships Finals Returnees:
• Kaitlin Arntz - 8th, 200-yard Breaststroke
• Hailey Dean - 7th, 100-yard Breaststroke
• Courtney Jolly - 5th, one meter diving; 
 5th, three-meter diving; 3rd, platform diving
• Mariah Hutchinson - 6th, 200-yard Butterfly

Jenna Stroud
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last summer, you could say that she really set herself 
up to be one of the elite swimmers in the conference, 
and that’s certainly something we’re looking forward 
to, along with her strong leadership, which she’s 
always shown.”

Hutchinson had a pair of top-10 finishes at the 
Big 12s last season, including a sixth-place finish in 
the 200-yard butterfly. She had the team’s fastest 
100- and 200-yard butterfly times in 2007-08, and is 
primed to reach the elite class of swimmers in the Big 
12 Conference in 2008-09.

Arntz has had an outstanding first two years as a 
Husker, finishing in the top 10 at the conference meet 
four times. She and Hailey Dean have been anchors in 
the breaststroke for Nebraska and are the top returners 
in that event this season.

Four other juniors round out the seven-person 
class, including Colleen Criss, Karen Criss, Kelsey Ida 
and Sarah Ziegelmann. Karen Criss, twin sister of 
Colleen, transferred from Louisville and will be in her 
first season as a Husker in 2008-09.

The nine-person sophomore class was counted on 
to contribute immediately to the team in 2007-08, 
as they were a part of the biggest freshman class in 
school history. The experience they gained from being 
thrown into the mix immediately last season will be 
extremely valuable to the development of this year’s 
Husker team.

Morales hopes that this year’s sophomores can 
perform like they did at the beginning of their freshman 
season. He noted that they faded a bit at the end, but 
that wasn’t unexpected considering it was their first 
season at the collegiate level.

“Right around the outset they were really able to 
make a big impact, swim well, step up and be really big 
contributors in our dual meets,” Morales said. “I think 
what we’re looking for from each one of that class is 
that now with a year of experience behind them, we’re 
looking for a really, really strong finish as well.”

Julie Giehl and Kelsey Grushecky tied for the team 

lead last season with nine victories, while Jess Andrews 
was one of the team’s top sprint freestylers and Blaine 
Hoppenrath was one of the most versatile swimmers 
on the squad. Emily Burbach is the only diver among 
the sophomore returnees, as she added quality depth 
to the diving squad last season and will be one of 
NU’s go-to divers this year. Claire Desormey, Brandie 
Kavalec, Meredith Matthies and Rachell McClain round 
out the outstanding sophomore class.

“It’s a very strong class and they’ve already proven 
that they can do a lot,” Morales said. “I think we’re just 
looking to see if maybe at the end of the season they 
are able to swim at the level we know they’re capable 
of swimming.”

Joining the 20 returning letterwinners this year are 
eight freshmen - two divers and six swimmers. Morales 
is excited about the potential and upside of this year’s 
freshman class.

“It’s a really great class, with good character with 
strong physical upside,” Morales said. “Surely their 
best swimming is ahead of them in each case. They all 
come from great programs; programs that developed 
them really well, and prepared them for even more 
improvement at the collegiate level.”

Bobbi Balogh, Bailey Bolinske, Mailene Leslie, 
Caroline Shea, Riley Siedel and Anna Wheeler join 
divers D’Arcy Schmidt and Tia Claps to make up the 
eight-person rookie class.

Each of the 29 Huskers on this year’s roster will look 
to play a vital role in reaching the team’s goals this 
season. While the team has shown steady improvement 
throughout spring and summer workouts, Morales said 
the Huskers understand they must do more than just 
improve this year.

“I think our team realized that we just can’t have the 
objective of improving,” Morales said. “We really need 
to realize that with the increasing competitiveness of 
our conference, we need to bond as a team and really 
push each other to get to levels that each individual 
could not achieve on their own, and to really expand 
our thoughts and expand our thinking in terms of what 
is possible. We have to reach higher than what we’ve 
ever hit before in order to accomplish our goals.” 

Whatever the season may bring, Morales sees the 
team as one full of potential and upside, and is really 
looking for each individual to make breakthroughs.

“Our girls are excited,” Morales said. “I think one of 
the strong attributes of our team is how they are as a 
team, and how supportive they are of each other, and 
I think that’s one of our main strengths and attributes 
that we definitely need to draw upon to make the 
sort of improvement that we need to reach the lofty 
goals we have.”

The Huskers By Event
Nebraska will have an incredibly deep freestyle 

group this season, both in the sprint and distance races. 
Twenty-one Huskers have the ability and potential to 
contribute this season in freestyle races. Seniors C.J. 
Bray, Jenna Stroud and Jenny Toler look to anchor the 
sprint freestyle group along with sophomores Jess 

Andrews and Kelsey Grushecky.
“The sprint group was one that we really relied on 

last year,” Morales said. “We lost Lynn (Siemert), but 
I think we’re still very strong in that area, and we’re 
looking for improvement from everyone.”

The middle-distance and distance freestylers also 
have nearly all of their key performers from last year 
returning. Sophomores Julie Giehl, Brandie Kavalec 
and Blaine Hoppenrath proved last year that they are 
more than capable of holding their own in the middle-
distance and distance freestyle races. Junior Mariah 
Hutchinson also showed her value in the freestyle, as 
she had the team’s fastest 500-yard freestyle time last 
season. Nearly every swimmer on the 2008-09 roster 
has the potential to contribute in some capacity in the 
freestyle events.

The butterfly is arguably Nebraska’s strongest stroke 
this season, with several difference-makers returning 
from last year’s team, including Grushecky, Hoppenrath 
and Hutchinson.

“We’re strong in the butterfly, especially with 

Divers
Emily Burbach, So.
Tia Claps, Fr.
Courtney Jolly, Sr.
D’Arcy Schmidt, Fr.

Freestyle
Jess Andrews, So.
Kaitlin Arntz, Jr.
Bobbi Balogh, Fr.
C.J. Bray, Sr.
Karen Criss, Jr.
Hailey Dean, Jr.
Claire Desormey, So.
Julie Giehl, So.
Kelsey Grushecky, So.
Blaine Hoppenrath, So.
Mariah Hutchinson, Jr.
Kelsey Ida, Jr.
Brandie Kavalec, So.
Mailene Leslie, Fr.
Meredith Matthies, So.
Riley Siedel, Fr.
Caroline Shea, Fr.
Jenna Stroud, Sr.
Jenny Toler, Sr.
Anna Wheeler, Fr.
Sarah Ziegelmann, Jr.

Butterfly
Jess Andrews, So.
Kelsey Grushecky, So.
Blaine Hoppenrath, So.
Mariah Hutchinson, Jr.
Kelsey Ida, Jr.
Meredith Matthies, So.
Anna Wheeler, Fr.
Christina Yemm, Sr. 
Sarah Ziegelmann, Jr.

Backstroke
C.J. Bray, Sr.
Karen Criss, Jr.
Kelsey Ida, Jr.
Brandie Kavalec, So.
Meredith Matthies, So.
Rachell McClain, So.
Jenna Stroud, Sr.
Jenny Toler, Sr.
Christina Yemm, Sr.

Breaststroke
Kaitlin Arntz, Jr.
Bailey Bolinske, Fr.
Colleen Criss, Jr.
Hailey Dean, Jr.
Julie Giehl, So.

Individual Medley
Kaitlin Arntz, Jr.
Bailey Bolinske, Fr.
Colleen Criss, Jr.
Karen Criss, Jr.
Hailey Dean, Jr.
Claire Desormey, So.
Blaine Hoppenrath, So.
Mariah Hutchinson, Jr.
Mailene Leslie, Fr.
Rachell McClain, So.
Caroline Shea, Fr.
Christina Yemm, Sr.

Courtney Jolly
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Mariah’s development,” Morales said. “But Kelsey and 
Blaine are every bit as talented, and I think we’re going 
to have a tremendous fly group this year.”

Meredith Matthies and Christina Yemm also had 
fantastic seasons in 2007-08 in the butterfly, and along 
with Andrews, Kelsey Ida, Anna Wheeler and Sarah 
Ziegelmann give Morales an extremely deep butterfly 
group to work with.

After being somewhat of a question mark the past 
few seasons for Nebraska, the backstroke has the 
potential along with the butterfly to be one of the 
strengths of the 2008-09 team. Senior C.J. Bray leads 
the team in the 100-yard backstroke, and has the top 
returning time from last season. Sophomore Brandie 
Kavalec excelled in the backstroke as well last season, 
finishing with NU’s third-fastest 100-yard time and 
fastest 200-yard time. Transfer Karen Criss also has 
talent and experience in the backstroke. Morales is 
also looking to utilize seniors Stroud, Toler and Yemm 
in this event as well.

“The backstroke can potentially be a real strength 
for us, with bringing Karen on board, with a healthy 
Kelsey, and seeing Brandie and Rachell perform at 
a level we know they’re capable of. I think that the 
backstroke can potentially be a real strong event for 
us,” Morales said.

The breaststroke is NU’s smallest event in terms 
of the number of swimmers slated to participate 
regularly. That’s not to say there’s a shortage of talent. 
Although the Huskers lost Adrienne Goodman, one of 
their top breaststrokers from a year ago, they return 
Kaitlin Arntz and Hailey Dean, finalists in the 200-
yard and 100-yard breaststroke, respectively, at last 
season’s Big 12 Championships. Rounding out the list 
of breaststrokers for NU is freshman Bailey Bolinske, 
sophomore Julie Giehl and junior Colleen Criss.

The individual medley group adds experience and 
talent. Goodman is the only swimmer who did not 
return from last year’s group, as nine individual medley 
performers return. Yemm was asked last season to 
extend herself in the 400-yard IM in addition to her 
regular role in the 200-yard IM, and she flourished. 
Yemm ended last season with the team’s fastest 400-

yard IM time by more than three seconds despite 
it being her first season competing regularly in the 
event. Bolinske and fellow freshmen Mailene Leslie and 
Caroline Shea will join the individual medley events.

Diving coach Natasha Chikina will once again have 
to work with a relatively inexperienced diving group, 
as last season she had three freshmen and a junior 
on her diving squad. Two freshmen - Tia Claps and 
D’Arcy Schmidt - will join two returning divers from 
a year ago - sophomore Emily Burbach and senior 
Courtney Jolly.

Jolly will once again be the diving team’s leader. 
She’s been an anchor for the diving squad in each of 
her four seasons at Nebraska, and the experience she 
brings to the young diving team will be invaluable. 
Morales sees this year’s divers as one of the team’s 
strong points.

“Our divers were strong last year, and this year we 
expect even more, especially with Courtney coming 
back,” Morales said. “We think that will be a real 
strong point for us.”

Morales has stressed to the team that it needs 
balance and needs to be strong in all the events to 
be successful this season. He doesn’t think the team 
can rely on just one or two events to carry it through 
the year.

“We can only be successful if every area steps up,” 
Morales said. “We appear strong on paper on most 
events, but it doesn’t really mean anything unless 
we get the job done in those areas. Everybody else 
needs to step up.”

The 2008-09 Huskers will need to step up if they 
want to secure the team’s sixth straight winning 
season. After having seven of their nine duals at home 
last year, the Huskers hit the road for five of the their 
seven dual meets this year. Nebraska will compete at 
home against Big 12 opponents Kansas (Jan. 17) and 

Missouri (Feb. 7), with road meets at Illinois (Oct. 10), 
Iowa (Nov. 1), South Dakota State (Dec. 12), Nebraska-
Omaha (Jan. 30) and Iowa State (Jan. 31).

Despite several road meets, the Devaney Natatorium 
will be the home of exciting action throughout the 
season. Nebraska will host the Husker Invitational for 
the second straight season Nov. 20-23. The four-day 
meet will match the longest meet in school history 
along with last year’s Husker Invitational. 

Nebraska will participate in three other meets 
in addition to its seven dual meets and the Husker 
Invitational. NU will travel to Lawrence, Kan., on Oct. 24 
for the Big 12 Relays. The Husker divers will head north 
to Minneapolis, Minn., Nov. 14-16 for the Minneapolis 
Diving Invitational. Nebraska will also head to Austin, 
Texas, for the Texas Invitational Dec. 4-6. The Huskers 
will wrap up their season in Columbia, Mo., for the 
Big 12 Championships Feb. 25-28 before heading to 
the NCAA Championships in College Station, Texas, 
March 19-21.

2008-09 Top Returning times
50 Freestyle: Jess Andrews, 23.79
100 Freestyle: Jenny Toler, 51.87
200 Freestyle: Julie Giehl, 1:50.94
500 Freestyle: Mariah Hutchinson, 4:54.36
1,000 Freestyle: Brandie Kavalec, 10:23.96
1,650 Freestyle: Brandie Kavalec, 17:09.77
100 Butterfly: Mariah Hutchinson, 55.94
200 Butterfly: Mariah Hutchinson, 2:02.39
100 Backstroke: C.J. Bray, 58.66
200 Backstroke: Brandie Kavalec, 2:04.07
100 Breaststroke: Hailey Dean, 1:03.39
200 Breaststroke: Kaitlin Arntz, 2:18.94
200 IM: Kaitlin Arntz, 2:06.47
400 IM: Christina Yemm, 4:27.68
One Meter Dive: Courtney Jolly, 294.65
Three Meter Dive: Courtney Jolly, 284.41

Mariah Hutchinson

Christina Yemm
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Courtney Jolly
Senior
Diving
Plantation, Fla. (St. Thomas Aquinas)

2008-09 Season Outlook
Courtney Jolly enters her senior season as the team’s 
diving leader. After finishing in the top-five in almost 
every event she entered last season, Jolly will look to 
add to her 12 career dual victories and her six top-10  
Big 12 finishes in 2008-09. Jolly will anchor the diving 
squad once again this year, and will also look to make 
a splash on the national scene after qualifying for the 
NCAA Zone Diving meet the past two seasons.

2007-08 (Junior)
Jolly had an outstanding junior season, finishing in the 
top five in both the one meter and three meter in all 
nine Nebraska duals. Jolly had seven first-place finishes 
on the season, including a pair of top finishes in the 
one meter and three meter at the six-team Husker 
Invitational. After placing seventh (one meter) and 
ninth (three meter) at the Big 12 Championships as a 
sophomore, Jolly finished fifth in both events as a junior. 
She also took home third place on the platform with a 
career-best mark (224.25). Jolly advanced to the NCAA 
Zone Diving meet for the second straight year, where she 
finished 12th in the three meter, 13th on the platform 
and 14th in the one meter.

2006-07 (Sophomore)
Jolly had a standout year for the Nebraska diving squad, 
winning the one meter three times and the three meter 
twice, all in head-to-head Big 12 meets. She continued 
to dive strong against the conference at the Big 12 
Championships, qualifying for the finals and finishing 
seventh on the one meter and eighth on the platform 
to advance to the NCAA Zone Diving meet in Austin, 

Texas. In the regional competition, Jolly reached the 
top 10 on the one meter, finishing 10th with a score of 
461.75, while placing 16th on the three meter with a 
total of 470.60.

2005-06 (Redshirt Freshman)
Jolly was a strong addition to the diving team and was a 
top diver for the Huskers in her first year of competition. 
Jolly produced NCAA provisional-qualifying scores on 
both the one- and three-meter dives while earning 
runner-up honors three times, once on the three meter 
and twice on the one meter. She was scheduled to 
compete on the platform at the Big 12 Championships, 
but was unable to participate after she suffered an injury 
early in the meet. 

2004-05 (Freshman)
Jolly was forced to sit out her freshman season after 
suffering a back injury before the start of the 2004-05 
campaign.

Previous
Jolly was a district runner-up in 2001 and 2002 at St. 
Thomas Aquinas High School in Plantation, Fla. She 
finished sixth in 2001 and fifth in 2002 in the one-
meter competition at state. Jolly was also a U.S. Zones 
qualifier.

Personal
Courtney was born in Plantation, Fla., on Feb. 10, 1986.  
She is the daughter of Bruce and Donna Jolly and has 
one sister, Lindsey, and two brothers, Greg and Andrew. 
Courtney is an animal science major.

Awards and Honors
• 7th, One Meter - Big 12 Championships (2007)
• 9th, Three Meter - Big 12 Championships (2007)
• 8th, Platform - Big 12 Championships (2007)
• 5th, One Meter - Big 12 Championships (2008)
• 5th, Three Meter - Big 12 Championships (2008)
• 3rd, Platform - Big 12 Championships (2008) 
• NCAA Zone Diving Qualifier (2007, 2008)
• First-Team Academic All-Big 12 (2006, 2007, 2008)
• Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (Fall 2005,  
 2006, 2007; Spring 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008*)
	 *4.0	GPA

Jolly’s Career Bests
• One Meter: Nevada/Iowa (11/3/07): 294.65
• Three Meter: Northern Iowa (11/22/05): 297.97
• Platform: Big 12 Championships (3/1/08): 224.25

Courtney Jolly
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Awards and Honors
• 14th, 100 Free - Big 12 Championships (2007)
• 15th, 50 Free - Big 12 Championships (2007)
• 21st, 200 Free - Big 12 Championships (2007)
• Second-Team Academic All-Big 12 (2008)
• Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll 
 (Fall 2007; Spring 2007, 2008)

Stroud’s Career Bests
• 50 Free: Big 12 Championships  (2/15/07): 24.06
• 100 Free: Big 12 Championships  (2/17/07): 51.88
• 200 Free: Big 12 Championships (2/16/07): 1:53.49

Jenna Stroud
Senior
Sprint Freestyle/Backstroke
Lincoln, Neb. (East)

2008-09 Season Outlook
Sprint freestyle specialist Jenna Stroud will embrace a 
bigger responsibility this season, as she is one of the 
most experienced swimmers and one of five seniors on 
the squad. The Huskers will rely on Stroud’s consistency 
in the 50- and 100-yard freestyle events, after she 
finished in the top five every time she swam those 
events in Nebraska’s 7-2 campaign last season.

2007-08 (Junior)
Stroud was a mainstay in the sprint freestyle events 
for Nebraska in 2007-08, competing in the 50- and 
100-yard freestyle in eight of NU’s nine duals. Stroud 
was extremely consistent for the Huskers in those two 
events, finishing in the top five in both events in all 
eight of those duals. While she didn’t record a victory 
in those races, she earned six second-place and five 
third-place finishes. She swam the fifth-fastest 50 free 
(24.25) and fourth-fastest 100 free (52.29) on the team 
in 2007-08.

2006-07 (Sophomore)
Stroud improved her finishes at the Big 12 Championships 
in both the 100- (14th) and 200-yard freestyle (15th) to 
reach the top 15. Along the way, she set career-best 
marks of 51.88 in the 100 and 24.06 in the 50. The 100 
mark was the fastest of the season for the Huskers, after 

she finished in the top three in the event five times 
during the regular season. Stroud showed her ability 
to swim in middle distance races as well, winning the 
200-yard freestyle at Nebraska-Omaha and placing 21st 
at the conference meet in a career-best time of 1:53.49, 
more than two seconds faster than her previous mark 
of 1:55.76.

2005-06 (Freshman)
Stroud produced in her first season as a Husker by 
adding depth at the sprint freestyle position. She set 
season-best times in both the 50- (24.28, 19th) and 
100-yard freestyle (52.36, 20th) events at the Big 12 
Championships. Stroud had a season-high second-place 
performance in the 100 free against Northern Iowa and 
placed third against Iowa State in the same event. She 
added third-place finishes in the 50 free against the 
Cyclones and Nebraska-Omaha. Stroud also swam the 
200-yard freestyle at five meets during the season, as 
well as the 100-yard backstroke three times. 

Previous
Stroud was a standout swimmer at Lincoln East High 
School, qualifying for the state meet all four years. She 
placed in the top five seven times, including a runner-
up finish in the 100-yard freestyle at the Nebraska state 
meet her senior year.  The Spartan was also a member 
of eight state-qualifying relay teams during her tenure, 
with three earning runner-up honors. A member of 
the Heartland Aquatics club team, Stroud set 15 club 
records, including nine in individual races.

Personal
Jenna was born on May 31, 1987, in Lincoln, Neb., and 
is the daughter of Mike and Linda Stroud. Jenna has 
one brother, Justin. She is a communications major at 
Nebraska.

Jenna Stroud
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Awards and Honors
• 13th, 200 Free - Big 12 Championships (2006)
• 19th, 200 Free - Big 12 Championships (2007)
• 20th, 100 Free - Big 12 Championships (2008)
• 16th, 200 Free - Big 12 Championships (2008)
• First-Team Academic all-Big 12 (2006, 2007, 2008)
• Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll 
 (Fall 2005,  2007; Spring 2006, 2007, 2008)

Toler’s Career Bests
• 100 Free: Texas Invitational (12/1/07):  51.87
• 200 Free: Big 12 Championships (2/29/08): 1:51.39

Jenny Toler
Senior
Sprint Freestyle/Backstroke
Elk Grove, Ill. (Elk Grove)

2008-09 Season Outlook
Senior Jenny Toler is primed to become Nebraska’s top 
threat in the 100- and 200-yard freestyle events in 2008-
09. Toler finished last season with the team’s second-
fastest time in both events, and with the departure 
of Lynn Siemert, will be the Huskers’ top-returner in 
the 100-yard race. As one of five seniors on the team, 
Toler hopes to help the team reach new heights in her 
final season.

2007-08 (Junior)
Toler started off her junior season with a bang, winning 
both the 100- and 200-yard freestyle in Nebraska’s first 
meet against Illinois. Toler excelled in those two events 
throughout the year, notching seven top-five finishes in 
the 100 free and six in the 200 free. She has 14 top-five 
finishes overall with the other coming in the 100-yard 
breaststroke against South Dakota State. Toler capped 
off the season by finishing 20th in the 100 free and 16th 
in the 200 free at the Big 12 Championships. She also 
earned first-team academic All-Big 12 honors for the 
third straight season.

2006-07 (Sophomore)
Toler continued to specialize in the 200-yard freestyle 
during her sophomore year and began the season 
with a runner-up finish in the event at Missouri State. 
After swimming the race in nine regular-season meets, 
including a season-best time of 1:52.48 (16th) at the 
Minnesota Invite, Toler finished 19th at the Big 12 
Championships. She was also a primary entrant in the 

100- and 500-yard freestyle, while becoming one of six 
Huskers to compete in at least seven different events.

2005-06 (Freshman)
Toler ended the season with an impressive 13th-
place finish in the 200-yard freestyle at the Big 12 
Championships. Her season-best time in the event came 
in the preliminaries when she was clocked in 1:52.09, 
while her season-best 100 free time came in the finals 
at the conference meet when she placed 18th. Toler 
also began her career on a good note, winning the 100 
free against Northern Iowa in just the third meet of the 
season. She also went on to win the 200 free against 
Nebraska-Omaha and Iowa State, giving her a total of 
three wins as a freshman. Although she specialized in 
the 100 and 200 free, Toler swam in seven different 
events during the season.

Previous
Toler was a four-time Illinois state qualifier, placing 
as high as ninth in the 100-yard freestyle her senior 
year.  Toler ranked No. 6 on the Illinois Swimming 
Organization Top 10 chart in the 100 free, and ninth in 
the 200 freestyle. 

Personal
Jenny was born on Nov. 6, 1986, in Chicago, Ill. She 
is the daughter of David and Patricia Toler, and has a 
brother, Sean, and a sister, Rachel. Jenny is majoring 
in art history.

Jenny Toler
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Awards and Honors
• 14th, 200 Fly - Big 12 Championships (2006)
• 11th, 200 Fly - Big 12 Championships (2007)
• 12th, 200 IM - Big 12 Championships (2007)
• 15th, 200 Back - Big 12 Championships (2008)
• 15th, 200 IM - Big 12 Championships (2008)
• 11th, 400 IM - Big 12 Championships (2008)
• First-Team Academic All-Big 12 (2007, 2008)
• Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (Fall 2005,  
 2006, 2007; Spring 2006, 2007, 2008)

Yemm’s Career Bests
• 100 Fly: Iowa State (2/20/07): 57.45
• 200 Fly: Big 12 Championships (2/17/07): 2:06.64
• 200 IM: Big 12 Championships (2/23/06): 2:05.80
• 200 Back: Big 12 Championships (3/1/08): 2:06.44
• 400 IM: Big 12 Championships (2/29/08): 4:27.68

Christina Yemm
Senior
Butterfly/Individual Medley/Backstroke
Sterling, Ill. (Sterling)

2008-09 Season Outlook
With six top-15 finishes at the Big 12 Championships 
already under her belt, senior Christina Yemm will 
look to add to that total this season. She has made 
steady improvements throughout her first three years 
at Nebraska, setting career bests in two events (200 
backstroke and 400 IM) last season as a junior. Yemm 
thrives in the backstroke and the individual medley and 
also has experience in the butterfly, to make her one of 
NU’s top all-around returning swimmers.

2007-08 (Junior)
Yemm was one of Nebraska’s most consistent swimmers 
as a junior in 2007-08, earning five first-place finishes 
and 15 top-five finishes overall. Her best event was 
the 400 individual medley, where she earned three 
first-place finishes during the season and an 11th-place 
finish at the Big 12 Championships. She also had a team-
leading time of 4:27.68 in the event. Yemm was a staple 
in the 200-yard breaststroke and 200-yard individual 
medley during the season. She finished 15th in both 
events at the Big 12 Championships. Yemm earned 
first-team academic All-Big 12 honors for the second 
consecutive season.

2006-07 (Sophomore)
Yemm had one of the Huskers' best all-around meets 
at the 2007 Big 12 Championships, improving her 200-

yard individual medley performance by seven spots 
to reach a team-high 12th place, while finishing 11th 
in the 200-yard butterfly, a career-high placing at the 
conference meet. Yemm was also strong in the 100 fly, 
clocking NU's second-fastest time during the 2006-07 
season with a season-best 58.43 in the preliminary race 
at the Big 12 Championships (23rd overall). Yemm had 
three runner-up finishes during the season, including 
a pair in the 200 IM in consecutive meets against Iowa 
State and Missouri.

2005-06 (Freshman)
Yemm ended the season with a 14th-place finish in the 
200-yard butterfly at the Big 12 Championships after 
earning five total victories during the regular season, 
the most of any freshman. Four wins came in the 
100-yard butterfly, most notably a victory against Big 
12 opponent Iowa State. Against the Cyclones, Yemm 
unleashed a career-best time of 57.45. The remaining 
win came against Northern Iowa in the 100-yard 
backstroke, although her third speciality event was the 
200-yard individual medley, where she finished second 
at Arkansas and third at Missouri.

Previous
Yemm qualified for state all four years at Sterling High 
School, competing in six events at the Illinois state 
meet.  She placed as high as 10th in the 200 IM at the 
state meet her junior year, and finished in the top 20 
three times.

Personal
Christina was born on June 11, 1987, in Sterling, Ill.  
She is the daughter of Bill and Julie Yemm, and has two 
sisters, Liz and Allie, and two brothers, Paul and Steve. 
Christina is a nutrition, exercise, and health science 
major at Nebraska.

Christina Yemm
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2008-09 Season Outlook
C.J. Bray is one of five seniors on the 2008-09 roster, and she 
will be looked upon to carry a leadership role in addition to 
rising expectations in the pool. Her 100-yard backstroke time 
(58.66) was the fastest on the team last year, and Bray also 
competed in the 50-yard freestyle, posting the team’s third-
best time in 2007-08 (24.04). Bray’s versatility, leadership and 
experience will make her a valuable asset to Pablo Morales’ 
squad in 2008-09.

2007-08 (Junior)
Bray was one of Nebraska’s best performers in the backstroke 
in 2007-08, as she posted the team’s fastest time in the 
100-yard race (58.66). Bray earned a victory in the 100-yard 
backstroke against South Dakota State, and placed in the top 
five in that event a total of five times during the season. Bray 
stepped up during the 2008 Big 12 Championships, swimming 
in the 50-yard freestyle and earning a 14th-place finish to go 
along with a 15th-place finish in the 100-yard backstroke.

2006-07 (Sophomore)
In 2006-07, Bray returned to her hometown of Omaha as a 
Husker and earned her first career victory, as she won the 

100-yard backstroke against UNO. Bray had Nebraska's third-
fastest time in the event during her first season in Lincoln 
after swimming a mark of 59.81 at the Minnesota Invite to 
earn a 25th-place finish among 68 competitors. Two weeks 
later, she was runner-up at South Dakota State. Also a regular 
entry in the 50-yard freestyle, Bray had a season-high fourth-
place finish at Northern Iowa. She ended the season with a 
meet-high 25th-place showing in the 100 backstroke at the 
Big 12 Championships.

Previous (Wyoming/Millard West)
Following a successful high school career in which she 
was a seven-time high school All-American, Bray elected 
to attend the University of Wyoming, where she was the 
team's second-fastest 100-yard backstroker (1:00.00). At 
Millard West, Bray was part of the 2003 state-record 200-yard 
medley relay (1:46.35) team and was runner-up during her 
senior season (2005) in the 50-yard freestyle and 100-yard 
backstroke. A dual-sport athlete, Bray was also an all-state 
soccer player.

Personal
C.J. is the daughter of Dale and Kathy Bray and was born 
on April 18, 1987, in El Paso, Texas.  She has one sister, Pam 
Millard, and a brother, Jordan. C.J. is a nutritional science 
and dietetics major.

Awards and Honors
• 25th in 100 Back at Big 12  
 Championships (2007)
• 14th in 50 Free at Big 12  
 Championships (2008)
• 15th in 100 Back at Big 12  
 Championships (2008)
• First-Team Academic All-Big 12 (2008)
• Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll 
 (Fall 2007; Spring 2007, 2008)

Bray’s Career Bests
• 100 Back: Big 12 Championships (2/29/08): 58.66
• 50 Free: Big 12 Championships (2/28/08): 24.04

C.J. Bray
Senior
Freestyle/Backstroke
Omaha, Neb. (Millard West)

2008-09 Season Outlook
Kaitlin Arntz will be one of Nebraska’s top threats in the 
breaststroke and the individual medley in the 2008-09 
season. She will look for yet another top-10 Big 12 finish after 
securing four in her first two years as a Husker.

2007-08 (Sophomore)
Arntz followed up an exceptional freshman season with a 
fantastic sophomore campaign, finishing the year with NU’s 
top times in the 200-yard breaststroke and the 200-yard 
individual medley. Arntz earned 14 top-20 finishes, including 
a win in the 200 breaststroke at the Husker Invitational. Arntz 
had identical eighth- and 10th-place finishes in the 200- and 
100-yard breaststrokes, respectively, at the 2008 Big 12 
Championships after earning those same spots at the 2007 
Big 12 meet as a freshman. 

2006-07 (Freshman)
Following an excellent regular season that included 20 top-
three finishes, Arntz ended her first year with the Huskers by 
qualifying for the finals of the 200-yard breaststroke at the 
Big 12 Championships. She swam the team’s fastest time in 
2006-07 (2:18.87) and became just the second Husker since 

2001 to reach the top eight in the event at the conference 
meet. Prior to her February success, Arntz’s regular season in 
the 200-yard breaststroke was highlighted by a seventh-place 
finish at the Minnesota Invitational, a win against Arkansas 
and runner-up finishes against four Big 12 teams, including 
nationally ranked Texas and Texas A&M. In addition to her 
eighth-place finish at the Big 12 Championships, she also 
finished 10th in the 100-yard breaststroke and 18th in the 
200-yard individual medley, an event where she also held 
the Huskers’ No. 1 time (2:05.97).

Previous
Arntz earned high school All-America honors 16 times while 
competing for Millard West High School. She set seven school 
records and was a five-time Nebraska state champion. Arntz 
ended her high school career by capturing the Class A 100-
yard breaststroke title for the second year in a row after 
winning the 100-yard butterfly gold medal as a sophomore 
in 2004. Arntz was part of two state champion relay teams, 
including the 2003 state record 200-yard medley relay 
(1:46.35) squad that included current teammate C.J. Bray.

Personal
Kaitlin is the daughter of Dan and Allison Arntz and was born 
on Aug. 23, 1988. She has two brothers, Bryan, and Colin. 
Kaitlin is majoring in advertising.

Awards and Honors
• 8th in 200 Breaststroke at Big 12  
 Championships (2007)
• 10th in 100 Breaststroke at Big 12  
 Championships (2007)
• 8th in 200 Breaststroke at Big 12  
 Championships (2008)
• 10th in 100 Breaststroke at Big 12  
 Championships (2008)
• First-Team Academic All-Big 12 (2008)
• Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (Fall  
 2006, 2007*; Spring 2007, 2008) 
	 *4.0	GPA

Arntz’s Career Bests
• 100 Breast: Big 12 Championships (2/29/08): 1:03.97
• 200 Breast: Big 12 Championships (2/17/07): 2:18.87
• 200 IM: Big 12 Championships (2/15/07): 2:05.97

Kaitlin Arntz
Junior
Breaststroke/Freestyle/IM
Omaha, Neb. (Millard West)

C.J. Bray  |  Kaitlin Arntz
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2008-09 Season Outlook
Colleen Criss made steady improvements in her sophomore 
season from her solid freshman campaign, as she placed 
16th in two events at the Big 12 Championships. She’ll 
look to make another jump in her junior season. Criss had 
the team’s fourth-best time in both the 100- and 200-yard 
backstroke last year, as well as the team’s second-best time 
in the 200-yard individual medley. Criss also has experience 
in the sprint freestyle races, although the breaststroke 
remains her best event and where she will look to make a 
big contribution as a junior.

2007-08 (Sophomore)
Criss capped a successful sophomore season with a pair of 
16th-place finishes at the 2008 Big 12 Championships in the 
100- and 200-yard breaststroke, improving upon her 2007 
Big 12 finishes of 21st in each race. Criss had a fifth-place 
finish in the 100-yard freestyle and a fourth-place finish in the 
100-yard backstroke against South Dakota State in addition 
to her success in the breaststroke.

2006-07 (Freshman)
Criss had identical 21st-place finishes in the 100- and 200-

yard breaststroke at the 2007 Big 12 Championships. Her 
career-best time of 1:06.56 in the 100 and time of 2:25.35 in 
the 200 were both the fourth-fastest on the team in 2006-07. 
Criss’ regular season was highlighted by runner-up finishes 
in two Husker wins in the 100-yard breaststroke at South 
Dakota State and the 200-yard individual medley at Nebraska-
Omaha. She added a pair of top-25 finishes at the Minnesota 
Invitational, placing 20th in the 200-yard breaststroke and 
23rd in the 100-yard breaststroke.

Previous
Criss was a high school All-American in the 200-yard freestyle 
and medley relays at Omaha Marian High School. In those 
events, Criss won four gold medals. In addition, Criss finished 
second individually at the state meet in the 100-yard 
breaststroke and third in the 200 IM three times. By qualifying 
for the state meet all four years, Criss helped continue the 
Crusaders' dominance, as Marian won eight straight Class A 
state titles between 2000 and 2007.

Personal
Colleen was born on Sept. 22, 1987, in Omaha, Neb. Her 
parents are Steve and Sue Criss, and she has one brother, 
Scott, and two sisters, Michelle, a former Husker swimmer, 
and twin sister Karen, a junior swimmer at Nebraska. Colleen 
is majoring in general studies.

Awards and Honors
• 21st in 100 Breaststroke at Big 12  
 Championships (2007)
• 21st in 200 Breaststroke at Big 12  
 Championships (2007)
• 16th in 100 Breaststroke at Big 12  
 Championships (2008)
• 16th in 200 Breaststroke at Big 12  
 Championships (2008)
• 20th in 200 IM at Big 12  
 Championships (2008)
• Second-Team Academic All-Big 12 (2008)
• Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll 
 (Fall 2006, 2007; Spring 2008)

Colleen Criss
Junior
Breaststroke/IM
Omaha, Neb. (Marian)

2008-09 Season Outlook
Karen Criss enters her first season as a Husker in 2008-09 after 
spending her first two years as a collegian at the University 
of Louisville. Criss joins her twin sister Colleen and older 
sister Michelle as the third member of the family to swim for 
Nebraska. Criss excels in the backstroke but is also a talented 
freestyle and individual medley swimmer. She will be an 
immediate contributor to the 2008-09 Husker squad.

Previous
Criss was a 19-time high school All-American at Omaha 
Marian High School, where she helped the Crusaders to four 
straight state titles. Criss became the first female swimmer 
in Nebraska state high school history to win eight individual 
events at the state meet. In 2005, Criss was ranked No. 4 
nationally in the 200 IM. Criss elected to attend the University 
of Louisville out of high school, where she immediately made 
an impact on the team. She was a part of the school-record 
400-yard medley relay team her freshman season in 2006-07, 
set at the Big East Championships. Criss was a 2007 U.S. Open 
participant for the Cardinals, and was a regular on the relay 
teams in both her freshman and sophomore seasons. 

Personal
Colleen was born on Sept. 22, 1987, in Omaha, Neb. Her 
parents are Steve and Sue Criss, and she has one brother, 
Scott, and two sisters, Michelle, a former Husker swimmer, 
and twin sister Colleen, a junior swimmer at Nebraska. Karen 
is majoring in women and gender studies.

Awards and Honors
• 19-Time High School All-American
• First female swimmer in Nebraska  
 state high school history to win eight  
 individual events in a single state  
 meet.

Karen Criss
Junior
Backstroke/Freestyle/IM
Omaha, Neb. (Marian)

Colleen Criss  |  Karen Criss

Criss’ Career Bests
• 100 Breaststroke: Big 12 Champ. (2/16/07): 1:06.56
• 200 Breaststroke: Big 12 Champ. (3/1/08): 2:24.42
• 200 IM: Big 12 Champ. (2/28/08): 2:06.61

Criss’ Career Bests
• 100 Freestyle: 52.20
• 200 Freestyle: 1:52.30
• 100 Backstroke: 56.27
• 200 Backstroke: 2:02.90
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2008-09 Season Outlook
Hailey Dean enters her junior season as one of Nebraska’s 
top threats in the breaststroke. Dean had the team’s fastest 
100-yard breaststroke time last season, and her experience 
in the 200-yard IM will also help her see plenty of time in 
the pool. Dean already has four top-15 finishes at the Big 12 
Championships in her first two years as a Husker, and she 
will look to add to that total this season. Dean may also be 
utilized in the sprint freestyles in 2008-09.

2007-08 (Sophomore)
Dean was one of Nebraska’s top swimmers in her sophomore 
season, finishing the year with 18 top-five and four first-place 
finishes. Dean excelled in the breaststroke, capping the year 
with a seventh-place finish at the Big 12 Championships in 
the 100-yard breaststroke. Dean also had the fastest time on 
the team last season in the 100 breaststroke (1:03.39). Dean 
was a staple in the 200-yard IM throughout her sophomore 
season. 

2006-07 (Freshman)
Dean won the consolation final of the 100-yard breaststroke 
at the Big 12 Championships to finish ninth overall, while her 

team-leading time of 1:03.93 would have placed her seventh 
in the championship final. The postseason success came after 
a strong regular season that saw Dean win three races in her 
first year of collegiate swimming (one each in the 50-yard 
freestyle, 100-yard freestyle and 100-yard breaststroke). The 
first win of her career came in the 100-yard breaststroke in 
the Huskers’ win over Arkansas on Oct. 28. Aside from NU's 
fastest time in the 100-yard breaststroke, Dean was second 
on the team in the 200-yard breaststroke when she swam a 
time of 2:22.34 to place 12th at the conference meet. She 
was third among NU swimmers in the 200-yard individual 
medley (2:06.37).

Previous
Dean wrapped up her high school swimming career with the 
2006 Central League Athlete-of-the-Year award. She was the 
team MVP all four years at Christian High School and a 2003 
high school All-American after winning the San Diego Region 
100-yard breaststroke. Dean was also a two-year member of 
the San Diego All-Academic first team. She taught swimming 
lessons over the summer after her senior year.

Personal
Hailey is the daughter of Tim and Laurie Dean and was born 
on May 26, 1988, in San Diego, Calif. She is majoring in pre-
medicine at Nebraska.

Awards and Honors
• 9th in 100 Breaststroke at Big 12  
 Championships (2007)
• 12th in 200 Breaststroke at Big 12  
 Championships (2007)
• 7th in 100 Breaststroke at Big 12  
 Championships (2008)
• 15th in 200 Breaststroke at Big 12  
 Championships (2008)
• 23rd in 200 IM at Big 12  
 Championships (2008)
• Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll  
 (Spring 2007)

Dean’s Career Bests
• 100 Breast: Big 12 Championships (2/29/08): 1:03.39
• 200 Breast: Big 12 Championships (2/17/07): 2:22.34
• 200 IM: Big 12 Championships (2/15/07): 2:06.37

Hailey Dean
Junior
Breaststroke/Freestyle/IM
San Diego, Calif. (Christian)

2008-09 Season Outlook
Mariah Hutchinson made a significant leap in her sophomore 
year and enters her junior season as one of the top swimmers 
in the Big 12. Hutchinson set career bests in every event she 
competed in last season. After qualifying for the U.S. Olympic 
Trials last July, Hutchinson has her sights set on a top Big 12 
finish and an NCAA berth. The versatile Hutchinson excels in 
the butterfly, but also swam in the 200-, 500- and 1,000-yard 
freestyle last season as well as the 400-yard IM.

2007-08 (Sophomore)
Hutchinson paced the Huskers with 20 top-five finishes in 
her sophomore season and had a pair of top-10 finishes at 
the Big 12 Championships in the 100- and 200-yard butterfly. 
Hutchinson had NU’s top times in three events in 2007-08, 
including the 500 free, 100 fly and 200 fly. She capped her 
fantastic season by making the field at the 2008 U.S. Olympic 
Swim Trials in Omaha in July, joining former Husker Lauren 
Bailey who was also invited to the prestigious event.

2006-07 (Freshman)
Hutchinson became one of Nebraska’s best butterfly 
swimmers this decade by clocking the fastest 200 fly time 

since 2001 when she qualified for the finals of the Big 12 
Championships in a time of 2:03.13. During the regular 
season, Hutchinson led the freshman class with 11 wins, 
third overall behind seniors Lauren Bailey and Kate Wheeler. 
A large amount of that success came in the 100-yard butterfly, 
where she dominated dual meets by winning the event 4-of-6 
times. On the conference level, Hutchinson was one of five 
Huskers to reach the finals at the Big 12 Championships and 
finished sixth in the 200-yard butterfly.

Previous
Hutchinson received high school All-America consideration in 
the 100-yard butterfly and 200-yard freestyle relay her senior 
year at Topeka High School. Her 200-yard free relay team 
won the state title, while she finished fourth individually in 
the 100 fly and fifth in the 200 free. Hutchinson was a U.S. 
Junior National Qualifier. She led Topeka High School to an 
upset of Manhattan in 2005, when she won three golds in 
one meet, which ended Manhattan's 18-year winning streak 
for the I-70 league title.

Personal
Mariah is the daughter of William and Stephanie Hutchinson. 
She was born on March 19, 1988, in Topeka, Kan., and has one 
sister, Hannah. Mariah is a general studies major.

Awards and Honors
• 6th in 200 Butterfly at Big 12  
 Championships (2007)
• 10th in 100 Butterfly at Big 12  
 Championships (2007)
• 6th in 200 Butterfly at Big 12  
 Championships (2008)
• 9th in 100 Butterfly at Big 12  
 Championships (2008)
• 17th in 500 Freestyle at Big 12  
 Championships (2008)
• Second-Team Academic All-Big 12 (2008)
• Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll 
 (Fall 2006, 2007)

Hutchinson’s Career Bests
• 200 Free: Texas Invitational (12/1/07): 1:52.15
• 500 Free: Big 12 Championships (2/28/08): 4:54.36
• 100 Fly: Big 12 Championships (2/29/08): 55.94
• 200 Fly: Big 12 Championships (3/1/08): 2:02.39

Mariah Hutchinson
Junior
Butterfly/Freestyle/IM
Topeka, Kan. (Topeka)

Hailey Dean  |  Mariah Hutchinson
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2008-09 Season Outlook
Kelsey Ida has been one of the staples of Nebraska’s 
backstroking corps in her first two years in Lincoln. Coming 
off a leg injury she suffered at the end of her sophomore 
season, Ida has worked hard in the spring and summer to 
get back to full strength, and should once again be an anchor 
in the Huskers’ backstroke events.

2007-08 (Sophomore)
Ida battled an injury in her sophomore season but still 
managed to put in Nebraska’s second-fastest time in the 100-
yard backstroke at 58.97. Ida had five top-five finishes in the 
100-yard backstroke, but was unable to perform in the Big 12 
Championships after an injury in NU’s last dual meet forced 
her to sit out. Ida capped off the year by earning first-team 
academic All-Big 12 honors. She was also honored with the 
Arthur Ashe Scholar Award, recognizing student-athletes who 
come from diverse cultural backgrounds and achieve success 
in both athletics and academics.

2006-07 (Freshman)
Ida competed in six events as a freshman and saw the most 
success in the 100-yard backstroke, as she swam Nebraska’s 

fastest time with a mark of 57.26. The effort placed her 
seventh in the consolation finals at the Big 12 Championships 
and 15th overall, the highest finish of any Husker in the event. 
At South Dakota State on Dec. 2, Ida earned her first career 
victory by winning the 200-yard backstroke, one of 12 top-
three finishes overall during the season. Five of her top-three 
showings came in the 100- and 200-yard backstroke events. 
She was runner-up in the 100 and 200 against Iowa State after 
opening the season with a second-place finish in the 100 at 
Missouri State. Ida finished 21st in the 200 backstroke at the 
Big 12 Championships in a career-best time of 2:06.84.

Previous
Ida was a high school All-American in the 100-yard backstroke 
and a four-year letterwinner in swimming at Colorado Class 
5A Mountain Vista High School. She was named to the All-
Continental League team and earned honorable-mention 
all-state accolades on two occasions. Ida finished fourth at 
the 2005 Colorado state meet in the 100-yard backstroke and 
sixth in the 100 butterfly. She was also a high school Academic 
All-American and earned a New Nebraskan Scholarship.  

Personal
Kelsey was born on Dec. 3, 1987, in Anoka, Minn. She is the 
daughter of Mike and Therese Ida and has one brother, Colin. 
Kelsey is an international studies and political science major.

Awards and Honors
• 15th in 100 Backstroke at Big 12  
 Championships (2007)
• 21st in 200 Backstroke at Big 12  
 Championships (2007)
• First-Team Academic All-Big 12 (2008)
• Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (Fall  
 2006,* 2007; Spring 2007*, 2008*)
 *4.0	GPA

• Arthur Ashe Scholar Award Recipient Ida’s Career Bests
• 100 Back: Big 12 Championships (2/16/07): 57.26
• 200 Back: Big 12 Championships (2/17/07): 2:06.84 
• 100 Fly: Texas Invitational (12/1/07): 1:00.09

Kelsey Ida
Junior
Backstroke/Butterfly/Freestyle
Littleton, Colo. (Mountain Vista)

2008-09 Season Outlook
Sarah Ziegelmann had a disappointing finish to her 
sophomore campaign, as she came down with an illness prior 
to the Big 12 Championships, limiting her performance. The 
Fargo, N.D., native will look to rebound this year as she is one 
of Nebraska’s most experienced sprint freestylers, where she 
is expected to make a significant contribution. Ziegelmann 
has posted a perfect 4.0 grade-point-average in her last three 
semesters at Nebraska.

2007-08 (Sophomore)
Ziegelmann was slowed during the Big 12 Championships 
in her sophomore year by an illness she picked up prior to 
the event. Ziegelmann added depth to the Huskers’ sprint 
freestyle group, and also competed in the 100 breaststroke 
and 100 butterfly. Ziegelmann earned a fourth-place finish 
in the 100 breaststroke against South Dakota State and a 
fifth-place finish in the 100 butterfly against conference 
foe Missouri. Ziegelmann finished the year as Nebraska’s 
only swimmer to earn a 4.0 GPA in both the spring and 
fall semester, and captured first-team academic-All Big 12 
honors.

2006-07 (Freshman)
Ziegelmann had four top-five finishes, including three in the 
100-yard freestyle, during her first season with the Huskers. 
In her first collegiate meet, Ziegelmann finished fourth in 
the 50-yard freestyle as the Huskers defeated the Missouri 
State Bears, 156-87, to open the 2006-07 season. She added 
a pair of top-five finishes in another Nebraska road victory at 
South Dakota State in the 50- (fifth) and 100-yard freestyle 
(fourth). The Fargo, N.D., native also swam the 200-yard 
freestyle and 100-yard butterfly during the 2006-07 season, 
finishing as high as sixth in the 200 free at Northern Iowa. 
Ziegelmann competed in three events at the 2007 Big 12 
Championships, finishing 28th in the 50-yard freestyle in a 
season-best time of 24.98.

Previous
Ziegelmann was a North Dakota state champion in the 50-
yard freestyle and 200-yard freestyle relay as a junior before 
placing runner-up as a senior in the 50 free. The 2006 Eastern 
Dakota Conference Senior Athlete of the Year, Ziegelmann 
earned first-team all-state and first-team all-conference 
honors all four years of high school.

Personal
Sarah is the daughter of Terry and Kathy Ziegelmann and was 
born on May 30, 1988, in Fargo, N.D. She has one brother, 
Matt. Sarah is majoring in general studies.

Awards and Honors
• 28th in 50 Freestyle at Big 12  
 Championships (2007)
• First-Team Academic All-Big 12 (2008)
• Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll (Fall  
 2006, 2007*; Spring 2007*, 2008*)
 *4.0	GPA

Ziegelmann’s Career Bests
• 50 Free: Big 12 Championships (2/15/07): 24.98
• 100 Free: Iowa State (2/2/08): 55.25

Sarah Ziegelmann
Junior
Sprint Freestyle/Butterfly
Fargo, N.D. (North)

Kelsey Ida  |  Sarah Ziegelmann
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Jess Andrews will be one of Nebraska’s top sprint freestylers 
despite having just one year of experience under her belt. 
The Gillette, Wyo., native owns NU’s top returning time in 
the 50-yard freestyle and the second-fastest returning time 
in the 100-yard freestyle. Andrews will be searching for her 
first career victory in her sophomore season after finishing in 
the top five 10 times last year. Andrews will also compete in 
the 100-yard butterfly after posting the team’s fourth-fastest 
time in that event as a freshman.

2007-08 (Freshman)
Andrews had a fantastic freshman season after coming to 
Lincoln as a two-time high school All-American. Andrews 
immediately became one of Nebraska’s top sprint freestylers, 
ending the season with NU’s second-best 50-yard freestyle 
time (23.79). Andrews also swam in the 100-yard freestyle 
and the 100-yard butterfly, and between the three events 
finished the season with 10 top-five finishes. Andrews had a 
12th-place finish in the 50 free at the Big 12 Championships, 
and also had a 24th-place (100 free) and 19th-place (100 fly) 
finish at the event.

Previous
Andrews was a nine-time state champion at Campbell 
County High School in Gillette, Wyo., while qualifying for 
the state meet all four years for the Camels. She had her 
most successful state meet as a junior in the fall of 2005, 
winning four gold medals (50 free, 100 free, 200 freestyle 
relay and 400 freestyle relay). A four-time selection to the 
Wyoming Coaches Association all-conference and all-state 
teams, Andrews received high school All-America honors in 
2005 (sophomore, 100 freestyle) and 2007 (50 freestyle). 
As a senior, she was named the 2007 Wyoming Aquatic 
Athlete of the Year and Swimmer of the Meet at the state 
championships.

Personal
Jess is the daughter of Andy and Lisa Andrews and was born 
on Oct. 2, 1988, in Cody, Wyo. She has one sister, Andrea. 
Jess is majoring in pre-medicine.

Awards and Honors
• 12th in 50 Freestyle at Big 12  
 Championships (2008)
• 24th in 100 Freestyle at Big 12  
 Championships (2008)
• 19th in 100 Butterfly at Big 12  
 Championships (2008)
• Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll  
 (Spring 2008)

Andrews’ Career Bests
• 50 Free: Big 12 Championships (2/28/08): 23.79
• 100 Free: Big 12 Championships (3/1/08): 52.28
• 200 Free: Texas Invitational (12/1/07): 1:57.51
• 100 Fly: Big 12 Championships (2/29/08): 58.02

Jess Andrews
Sophomore
Sprint Freestyle/Butterfly
Gillette, Wyo. (Campbell County)

2008-09 Season Outlook
Emily Burbach is one of three returning Nebraska divers 
who expect to improve on a successful 2007-08 season. 
Burbach, who was invited to walk-on last season, will use 
the experience she gained last year to become a consistent 
threat in the diving events.

2007-08 (Freshman)
Burbach helped the Nebraska divers become one of the 
team’s most consistent performers after they entered the 
2007-08 season as one of the biggest question marks. 
Burbach was one of three freshmen divers to contribute to 
the team, and the trio, along with junior Courtney Jolly, gave 
Nebraska a reliable diving team that could be counted on 
to score high at every meet. Burbach had three third-place 
finishes on the year, including a season-best 248.25 three 
meter dive against Iowa State.

Previous
Burbach led the Navigators during her senior season by 
finishing third on the one meter at the 2007 Class A state 
meet. During the regular season, she was the Heartland 
Conference one-meter runner-up.  A member of the Husker 

Stars Diving team, Burbach qualified for the 2007 Spring 
Region 6 Championships in the 16-18-year old division after 
finishing runner-up on both the one- and three-meter dives 
at the Husker Stars Diving Invitational in November of 2006. 
Burbach continued preparations to begin her collegiate 
career by competing in the 2007 Cornhusker State Games, 
where she placed second on the three meter in the 15-18-
year old division.

Personal
The daughter of Steven Burbach, Emily was born on Jan. 11, 
1989 in Lincoln. She has one brother, Ryan. Emily is majoring 
in biology at Nebraska.

Awards and Honors
• Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll 
 (Fall 2007, Spring 2008*)
 *4.0	GPA

Burbach’s Career Bests
• One Meter: Illinois (10/12/07): 223.81
• Three Meter: Iowa State (2/2/08): 248.25
• Platform: Big 12 Championships (2/29/08): 182.70

Emily Burbach
Sophomore
Diving
Lincoln, Neb. (North Star)

Jess Andrews  |  Emily Burbach
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Freestyle specialist Claire Desormey will look to make her 
mark on the team in 2008-09, after she just missed making 
the scoring team at the 2008 conference meet as a freshman. 
Desormey, who walked on to the team last season, has a 
year of experience behind her and is primed to break into 
the regular lineup for the Huskers.

2007-08 (Freshman)
Desormey had a solid freshman campaign in 2007-08. In 
Nebraska’s first meet against Illinois, Desormey finished fifth 
in the 100-yard freestyle, helping Nebraska secure a 172-126 
team victory. She had a total of five top-five finishes on the 
year, including a pair of third-place finishes against South 
Dakota State. Desormey improved as the year went on, 
finishing the year with three career-best times at the Big 12 
Championships in the 50 free, 100 free and 200 free.

Previous
Desormey qualified for the Illinois state meet all four years, 
earning 2005 and 2006 All-America honors as a member of 
the 400- and 200-yard freestyle relay teams. During her junior 
season, Desormey competed at the state meet in four events 

(100-yard freestyle, 200-yard individual medley and 200- and 
400-yard freestyle relays), including an 11th-place finish in 
the 400-yard freestyle relay. In club action, she qualified 
for the 2006 U.S. Open national meet, finishing 14th in the 
50-yard freestyle. A dual-sport athlete, the all-conference 
and four-year letterwinner in swimming also lettered two 
years in water polo. 

Personal
The daughter of Neil and Renee Desormey, Claire was born 
on Feb. 2, 1989 in Elmhurst, Ill. She has one sister, Olivia. 
Claire is a graphic design and art major at Nebraska. In high 
school, she was a three-time recipient of the Breakfast of 
Champions award. 

Awards and Honors
• 5th in Platform Diving at Big 12  
 Championships (2008)
• NCAA Zone Diving Qualifier (2008)
• Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll 
 (Fall 2007; Spring 2008)

Claire Desormey
Sophomore
Freestyle/IM
St. Charles, Ill. (East)

2008-09 Season Outlook
Julie Giehl (pronounced GEEL) returns as one of Nebraska’s 
top freestyle swimmers despite just year of experience at the 
collegiate level. Giehl quickly proved she could perform at a 
high level, turning in one of the most impressive seasons on 
the team last year with nine first-place finishes. Giehl will be 
looking to add a top-eight finish at the Big 12 Championships 
this season after earning 15th place in the 200-yard freestyle 
at the Big 12 meet last season.

2007-08 (Freshman)
Giehl was a force in five of the six freestyle events as a 
freshman, finishing the year with a top-five team time in 
every freestyle event except the 50 yard, including the team’s 
fastest 200-yard time (1:50.94). Nine of Giehl’s 14 top-five 
finishes on the year were first-place finishes (with five coming 
in the 500-yard freestyle). Giehl finished 15th in the 200-yard 
freestyle at the Big 12 Championships, setting a career-best 
time in the process.

Previous
Giehl ended her high school career with the 2007 Colorado 
Class 5A 200-yard freestyle state championship after 

finishing third as a junior in 2006. She was named a 2007 
high school All-American in the 200- and 500-yard freestyle 
and was a first-team all-state selection. Her outstanding 
performances in four state meets led Fairview High School 
to three consecutive runner-up team finishes. Also a strong 
breaststroker, Giehl set the Boulder County 100-yard 
breaststroke record with a time of 1:08.98 in 2007. Following 
her career, she was named the Boulder Daily Camera's 
Swimmer of the Year and recognized by the Denver Post as 
a member of the All-Colorado team.

Personal
Julie was born on March 18, 1989 in Boulder, Colo. She is the 
daughter of Nancy and Alan Giehl and has one sister, Megan, 
and one brother, Jon. Julie is majoring in secondary education 
with an emphasis in pre-political science.

Awards and Honors
• 15th in 200 Freestyle at Big 12  
 Championships (2008)
• Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll 
 (Fall 2007; Spring 2008*)
 *4.0	GPA

Julie Giehl
Sophomore
Freestyle/Breaststroke
Boulder, Colo. (Fairview)

Claire Desormey  |  Julie Giehl

Desormey’s Career Bests
• 50 Free: Big 12 Championships (2/28/08): 24.66
• 100 Free: Big 12 Championships (3/1/08): 53.68
• 200 Free: Big 12 Championships (2/29/08): 1:54.45

Giehl’s Career Bests
• 100 Free: Big 12 Championships (3/1/08): 52.47
• 200 Free: Big 12 Championships (2/29/08): 1:50.94
• 500 Free: Husker Invitational (11/17/07): 5:00.24
• 1,000 Free: South Dakota State (10/20/07): 10:53.32
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Kelsey Grushecky (prounounced Gru-SHECK-ee) is expected 
to be one of Nebraska’s top swimmers in the butterfly and 
sprint freestyle events in 2008-09. The West Newton, Pa., 
native was one of the most valuable swimmers on the team as 
a freshman, as she earned a team-high-tying nine first-place 
finishes on the year. Grushecky has proven she can perform 
with the best in the Big 12, and she will look to improve even 
more upon her exceptional freshman campaign.

2007-08 (Freshman)
Grushecky stepped in and contributed immediately as a 
freshman for Nebraska in 2007-08, starting the year with 
three first-place finishes in NU’s first two dual meets against 
Illinois and South Dakota State. Grushecky, along with 
sophomore Mariah Hutchinson, was the team’s anchor in the 
butterfly, finishing with the team’s second-fastest time in both 
the 100- and 200-yard butterfly. Grushecky had three top-15 
finishes at the Big 12 Championships, including a ninth-place 
finish in the 200 butterfly.

Previous
Grushecky won two state titles as a sophomore when she 
was the 2005 Pennsylvania Class AA state champion in the 
100-yard butterfly and 200-yard freestyle. Her winning 100 
fly time of 55.45 broke the state record and led her to high 
school All-America status. The following year as a junior, 
Grushecky finished second in the 100 fly. During her first 
season of independent swimming as a freshman, Grushecky 
won the gold at the Western Pennsylvania Interscholastic 
Athletic League meet (WPIAL) in the 200-yard freestyle and 
finished runner-up in the 100 butterfly. A YMCA national 
qualifier, Grushecky competed at the 2006 U.S. Open in two 
events (100- and 200-meter butterfly).

Personal
The daughter of Brent and Lynn Grushecky, Kelsey was born 
on March 12, 1989 in West Newton, Pa. She has two sisters, 
Cara and Alyssa. Kelsey is majoring in biology at Nebraska.

Awards and Honors
• 15th in 50 Freestyle at Big 12  
 Championships (2008)
• 10th in 100 Butterfly at Big 12  
 Championships (2008)
• 9th in 200 Butterfly at Big 12  
 Championships (2008)
• Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll 
 (Fall 2007; Spring 2008)

Kelsey Grushecky
Sophomore
Freestyle/Butterfly
West Newton, Pa. (Yough)

2008-09 Season Outlook
Blaine Hoppenrath is arguably Nebraska’s most versatile 
swimmer entering the 2008-09 season, after swimming 
several different events as a freshman. Hoppenrath primarily 
competed in the distance freestyle, 400-yard IM and 200-yard 
butterfly as a freshman, but showed she could contribute in 
the backstroke as well. Hoppenrath will likely be asked to 
help the team in a variety of events in 2008-09.

2007-08 (Freshman)
Hoppenrath used her versatility to claim a team-high-tying 
20 top-five finishes as a sophomore, including finishing 
first in the 200-yard butterfly against South Dakota State. 
Hoppenrath was among the top five in Nebraska’s 2007-
08 performance list in five events. She owned the team’s 
second-fastest time in the 1,650-yard freestyle and 400-yard 
IM. Hoppenrath ended the season on a high note, setting 
four career-best times while finishing in the top 16 in three 
events at the Big 12 Championships.

Previous
Hoppenrath finished third in the 500-yard freestyle and 
sixth in the 200-yard individual medley at the 2006 Class 

4 Missouri state meet. She set six school records (four 
individual and two on relay teams) at Liberty High School 
in the same season, while earning first-team all-state and 
all-metro honors. As a member of the Kansas City Blazers, 
Hoppenrath was the Central Zone High Point runner-up and 
was named the team's Most Inspirational Swimmer in 2005. 
She was also a 10-time Top 8 Sectional finisher and a USA 
Swimming Scholastic All-American with a perfect 4.0 grade-
point average in high school.

Personal
Blaine was born on June 7, 1989 in Overland Park, Kan. She 
is the daughter of John and Amy Hoppenrath and has one 
brother, Michael. Blaine is majoring in chemical engineering 
at Nebraska.

Awards and Honors
• 16th in 1,650 Freestyle at Big 12  
 Championships (2008)
• 13th in 200 Butterfly at Big 12  
 Championships (2008)
• 13th in 400 IM at Big 12  
 Championships (2008)
• Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll 
 (Fall 2007)

Blaine Hoppenrath
Sophomore
Freestyle/IM/Butterfly
Kansas City, Mo. (Liberty)

Kelsey Grushecky  |  Blaine Hoppenrath

Grushecky’s Career Bests
• 50 Free: Big 12 Championships (2/28/08): 24.05
• 100 Fly: Big 12 Championships (2/29/08): 55.95
• 200 Fly: Big 12 Championships (3/1/08): 2:02.43
• 200 Free: Iowa State (2/2/08): 1:52.96
• 500 Free: Husker Invitational (11/17/07): 5:03.37

Hoppenrath’s Career Bests
• 500 Free: Big 12 Championships (2/28/08): 5:03.15
• 1,000 Free: Kansas (1/19/08): 10:31.02
• 1,650 Free: Big 12 Championships (3/1/08): 17:26.76
• 200 Fly: Big 12 Championships (3/1/08): 2:05.19
• 400 IM: Big 12 Championships (2/29/08): 4:30.99
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Brandie Kavalec (pronounced Ka-VALL-eck) quickly established 
herself as one of Nebraska’s top distance freestyle swimmers 
as a freshman, and will enter her sophomore season looking 
to build on the success she had in 2007-08. In addition to 
her strengths in the distance freestyle events, Kavalec is a 
capable backstroker, finishing her freshman season with the 
team’s fastest 200-yard backstroke time. She is expected to 
see time in the pool in that event as well as the distance 
freestyle events this year.

2007-08 (Freshman)
Kavalec was a standout performer for the Huskers in the 
distance freestyle and backstroke events in 2007-08. She 
had team-best times in the 1,000 freestyle (10:23.96), 1,650 
freestyle (17:09.77) and 200 backstroke (2:04.77). Kavalec 
set three career-best times at the Big 12 Championships, 
where she finished 12th in the 1,650 freestyle and 14th in 
the 200 backstroke.

Previous
Kavalec was a senior national qualifier in the 100- and 200-
yard backstroke, events in which she received high school 

All-America consideration. She won eight medals at the 
Colorado Class 4A state meet in freestyle and backstroke 
events. During four years at Mountain View High School, 
Kavalec set every school record except the 50-yard freestyle 
and ended her career by finishing second in the 100-yard 
backstroke and the 200-yard freestyle at the state meet. 
Prior to her senior national status in 2007, she was a junior 
national qualifier. Kavalec was named her team's swimmer 
of the year all four years, while also lettering three years on 
the cross country course.

Personal
The daughter of Jim Kavalec and Beckey Schlagel, Brandie 
was born on Sept. 30, 1988 in Denver, Colo. She has two 
sisters, Jamie and Tracie, and one brother, Kyle. She is a 
communication studies major at Nebraska.

Awards and Honors
• 12th in 1,650 Freestyle at Big 12  
 Championships (2008)
• 14th in 200 Backstroke at Big 12  
 Championships (2008)
• Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll  
 (Spring 2008)

Brandie Kavalec
Sophomore
Freestyle/Backstroke
Loveland, Colo. (Mountain view)

2008-09 Season Outlook
Meredith Matthies (pronounced MATH-eez) has the 
adaptability to fill in any number of roles for the 2008-09 
Nebraska squad. After successfully swimming in the freestyle, 
butterfly and backstroke last season, Matthies will once again 
be looked upon to provide quality depth and experience at 
those events this year. She is expected to have plenty of 
chances to add to the nine top-five finishes she produced 
as a freshman.

2007-08 (Freshman)
Matthies was asked to fill a variety of roles for the Huskers in 
her freshman season in 2007-08. While she originally came to 
Nebraska for her freestyle abilities, Matthies quickly showed 
her versatility, swimming in the butterfly and backstroke as 
well as the freestyle. Matthies stepped into a backstroking 
role when Kelsey Ida went down with an injury, and capped 
the year with a 22nd-place finish at the Big 12 Championships 
in the 100-yard backstroke.

Previous
Matthies won the Kansas Class 5A state title in the 50-yard 
freestyle in 2005 and 2007 and the 100-yard freestyle in 

2006 and 2007. A four-year letterwinner, she was named 
first-team all-state every season from 2003 to 2007, before 
earning the Kapaun Mt. Carmel Swimmer-of-the-Year award 
as a senior. Following her high school career, Matthies was 
inducted into the Kansas Sports Hall of Fame for her personal-
best time of 24.26 in the 50-yard freestyle. A four-year 
letterwinner, Matthies led Kapaun Mt. Carmel to the Wichita 
city championship in 2007.

Personal
The daughter of Ken and Susie Matthies, Meredith was born 
on Jan. 9, 1989 in Seoul, Korea. She has one sister, Mackenzie, 
and two brothers, Peter and Keenan. Meredith is a general 
studies major at Nebraska.

Awards and Honors
• 22nd in 100 Backstroke at Big 12  
 Championships (2008) 
• Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll 
 (Fall 2007; Spring 2008)

Meredith Matthies
Sophomore
Freestyle/Backstroke/Butterfly
Wichita, Kan. (Kapaun Mt. Carmel)

Brandie Kavalec  |  Meredith Matthies

Kavalec’s Career Bests
• 500 Free: Big 12 Championships (2/28/08): 5:01.87
• 1,000 Free: Iowa/Nevada (11/3/07): 10:23.96
• 1,650 Free: Big 12 Championships (3/1/08): 17:09.77
• 200 Back: Big 12 Championships (3/1/08): 2:04.07

Matthies’ Career Bests
• 50 Free: Big 12 Championships (2/28/08): 24.43
• 100 Free: Big 12 Championships (3/1/08): 53.03
• 200 Free: Texas Invitational (12/1/07): 1:56.09
• 100 Fly: Texas Invitational (12/1/07): 58.76
• 200 Fly: Nevada/UNO (11/2/07): 2:09.66
• 100 Back: Iowa State (2/2/08): 59.59
• 200 Back: Iowa State (2/2/08): 2:08.16
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Rachell McClain enters the 2008-09 season as one of 
Nebraska’s top backstroke and individual medley threats. 
The Henderson, Nev., product is part of a strong returning 
backstroke class, as Nebraska’s top five backstrokers from a 
year ago all return this season. Despite finishing in the top five 
nine times in events last season, McClain will be searching for 
her first career victory this year as a sophomore.

2007-08 (Freshman)
McClain was a valuable addition to the 2007-08 Nebraska 
swimming team for her abilities in the backstroke and the 
individual medley, two events where the Huskers didn’t 
have as much depth as the other events. McClain was solid 
in both events all season, and finished the year with two 
top-25 finishes at the Big 12 Championships, in the 100- and 
200-yard backstroke. McClain had the team’s fifth-fastest 
100-yard backstroke and fourth-fastest 200-yard backstroke 
times in 2007-08.

Previous
McClain left Coronado as the school's record holder in 
the 100-yard backstroke and 200-yard individual medley, 

events where she finished second and third overall in the 
state of Nevada as a junior in 2006. She added second- and 
fourth-place finishes, respectively, as a senior in 2007. She 
was named to the all-region first-team three times and was 
a member of the 200-yard medley relay team that set the 
regional record. A two-time junior national qualifier, McClain 
swam for the Desert Storm club team, which won three 
consecutive state championships from 2005 to 2007, while 
McClain finished second in the 100 back and 200 IM.

Personal
Rachell was born on Oct. 28, 1988 in Henderson, Nev. She 
is the daughter of Elizabeth and Terry McClain and has one 
brother, Lee. Rachell is majoring in business administration 
at Nebraska.

Awards and Honors
• 24th in 100 Backstroke at Big 12  
 Championships (2008)
• 21st in 200 Backstroke at Big 12  
 Championships (2008)

Rachell McClain
Sophomore
Backstroke/IM
Henderson, Nev. (Coronado)

Rachell McClain

McClain’s Career Bests
• 100 Back: Big 12 Championships (2/29/08): 59.91
• 200 Back: Nevada/UNO (11/2/07): 2:08.37
• 200 IM: Texas Invitational (12/1/07): 2:13.57
• 400 IM: Husker Invitational (11/17/07): 4:45.11

SECOND ANNUAL HUSKER INvITATIONAL
Date: Nov. 20-23

Devaney Natatorium
Lincoln, Neb.

Join the Husker swimming and 
diving team as it hosts the second 
annual Husker Invitational at the 
Devaney Natatorium Nov. 20-23. 
The six-team meet spans four 
days, and will match last year’s 
Invitational for the longest home 
meet in Nebraska history. The 
2008-09 Husker Invitational also 
marks the first home meet for 
Nebraska this season.
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Bobbi Balogh
Freshman
Freestyle
Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast)

Bailey Bolinske
Freshman
Breaststroke/IM
Williston, N.D. (Williston)

2008-09 Season Outlook
Bobbi Balogh (pronounced BAY-log) was a four-
time all-state and all-conference selection in high 
school and has excellent potential as a sprint 
freestyler for the Huskers. The only Nebraska 
native among the eight freshmen on the team, 

Balogh went to Lincoln Southeast High School, where she was a part of the team’s 
All-American 4x100 freestyle relay squad.

Previous
Balogh was a first-team all-state and all-conference selection four times at Lincoln 
Southeast High School under Coach Dave Peters. Balogh was also part of Southeast’s 
All-American 4x100 freestyle relay team. She had five top-eight finishes at the state 
meet throughout her career. Balogh graduated from Southeast with a perfect 4.0 
GPA, was in the top three percent of her class, and was a member of the National 
Honor Society.

Personal
Bobbi was born on July 10, 1990, in Wayne, Mich. She is the daughter of Louie and 
Norma Balogh, and has two sisters, Brooke and Blake, and three brothers, Brad, 
Brennan and Bennett. Bobbi is majoring in biological systems engineering.

2008-09 Season Outlook
Bailey Bolinske (pronounced BO-lin-skee) will 
look to contribute right away to the 2008-09 
Nebraska team in the breaststroke. Bolinske 
was a four-time first-team all-state selection at 
Williston High School in Williston, N.D., and was 

the 2006 100-yard breaststroke state champion. Bolinske will swim in the individual 
medley, as well as the breaststroke this year for the Huskers.

Previous
Bolinske swam at Williston High School and was the 2006 North Dakota Class A 100 
breaststroke state champion. She was also part of the 2005 state championship 
freestyle relay team. Bolinske swam for the Williston Sea Lions club team for 
her mother and coach, Jody. Bailey won multiple state championships as a club 
swimmer. Williston was a first-team all-state selection every year from 2003 to 
2007, and was the Western Division Senior Athlete of the Year.

Personal
Bailey was born on Aug. 19, 1989, in Rapid City, S.D. She is the daughter of Brian 
and Jody Bolinske. Bailey has one sister, Kaitlin, and one brother, Ben. She is 
majoring in civil engineering.

Tia Claps
Freshman
Diving
Broomfield, Colo. (Broomfield)

Mailene Leslie
Freshman
Freestyle/IM
Corvallis, Ore. (Crescent Valley)

2008-09 Season Outlook
Tia Claps was invited to walk on at Nebraska and 
hopes to immediately contribute to the diving 
team as a freshman. The Huskers only return 
two divers from a year ago, so Claps and fellow 
freshman D’Arcy Schmidt will be thrown into the 

mix right away. Claps has plenty of talent and experience, closing her high school 
career at Broomfield (Colo.) as its all-time diving leader.

Previous
Claps was a two-time state qualifier at Broomfield High School in Colorado. She 
left the school as its all-time diving leader. Claps was a runner-up in the three 
meter springboard and had a third-place finish in the one-meter dive at the State 
Games of America, and was an AAU national qualifier on the one-meter tower. 
Claps dove at the Mile High Dive Club in Denver, where the team was a three-
time Sagebrush and three-time Region Six champion. An academic All-America 
selection, Claps also lettered in track and gymnastics in addition to swimming and 
diving in high school.

Personal
Tia was born on Dec. 12, 1989, in Denver, Colo. She is the daughter of Don and Cindy 
Claps, and has one brother, Chris. Tia has not declared a major at Nebraska.

2008-09 Season Outlook
Mailene Leslie is one of Nebraska’s most 
decorated newcomers this season, as she was a 
three-time state champion and two-time state 
record holder in high school. Leslie is primarily a 
freestyler, but will also swim in individual medley 

events for the Huskers this year. Leslie’s 500-yard freestyle time as a senior was 
the Oregon Class 5A all-time record.

Previous
Leslie attended Crescent Valley High School in Corvallis, Ore., where she helped lead 
the team to back-to-back Class 5A state titles in 2007 and 2008. She was named 
team MVP both years. Leslie was part of the 6A state-record 400 freestyle relay 
team, and set the 5A record in the 500 freestyle. Leslie won the state title in the 
200 freestyle in 2007 and the 500 freestyle in both 2007 and 2008. An academic 
All-America selection, Leslie was a member of the National Honor Society and was 
a Scholastic All-American in high school.

Personal
Mailene was born on June 30, 1990, in Corvallis, Ore. She is the daughter of Tim 
and Susie Leslie and has one sister, Caitlin. She is majoring in general studies at 
Nebraska.

Bobbi Balogh  |  Bailey Bolinske  |  Tia Claps  |  Mailene Leslie
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D’Arcy Schmidt
Freshman
Diving
Scottsdale, Ariz. (Arcadia)

Riley Seidel
Freshman
Freestyle
La Crosse, Wis. (Central)

2008-09 Season Outlook
D’Arcy Schmidt is one of four divers on the 
Nebraska roster this season, and one of two 
freshmen, joining Tia Claps. After numerous 
accolades and tremendous success in high school, 
Schmidt is primed and ready to contribute to the 

Huskers immediately this season. She’ll be asked to fill a major role for diving Coach 
Natasha Chikina, and is expected to be one of NU’s top divers this year.

Previous
Schmidt was a high school All-American at Arcadia High in Scottsdale, Ariz. She 
was a four-time state diving champ and three-time Diver of the Year in Class 4A. 
Schmidt also swam the 50 freestyle in high school, and in 2008 finished second in 
the state in the event. A first-team all-state and all-conference selection, Schmidt 
was named Athlete of the Year in Class 4A, and also set the 4A state diving record. 
Schmidt was a multi-sport athlete in high school, as she was a three-time state 
qualifier in cross country in addition to her swimming and diving accolades.

Personal
D’Arcy was born on March 28, 1990, in Honolulu, Hawaii, and is the daughter 
of Phillip Schmidt and Heidi Stone. D’Arcy has one sister, Rory, who swam for 
the University of Virginia, and one brother, Gunnar, who currently swims at the 
University of Michigan. D’Arcy is majoring in general studies.

2008-09 Season Outlook
Riley Seidel will be relied on as a freestyle 
specialist this season for Nebraska, as she comes 
to Lincoln after a fantastic high school career in La 
Crosse, Wis. Seidel will add depth to Nebraska’s 
freestyle corps, and has the potential to be one 

of the Huskers’ top freestyle swimmers in 2008-09.

Previous
Seidel was a four-time team MVP for the La Crosse Central High School swim 
team, and was a three-time WIAA Division I state qualifier. Seidel lettered in 
varsity swimming all four years of her high school career. She took home numerous 
academic accolades in addition to her success in the pool. She was a four-time 
member of the All-Academic Sports Team, a four-year Academic Achievement 
Award winner and she graduated in the top five percent of her class.

Personal
Rachell was born on June 22, 1990, in La Crosse, Wis. She is the daughter of 
Richard and Linda Seidel and has one brother, R.J. Riley is majoring in marketing 
at Nebraska.

Caroline Shea
Freshman
Freestyle/IM
Denver, Colo. (Mullen)

Anna Wheeler
Freshman
Freestyle/Butterfly
Issaquah, Wash. (Aviation)

2008-09 Season Outlook
Caroline Shea was a high school All-American and 
two-time Colorado state champion in the 200-
yard freestyle, an event she could immediately  
help the Huskers in 2008-09. Shea is expected to 
swim in sprint freestyle events for Nebraska this 

season, and could also compete in the individual medley events. 

Previous
Shea had a fantastic career at Mullen High School in Denver, Colo. She helped the 
team win the state title in 2005-06, as well as winning three individual state titles 
during her career. She captured the 200 freestyle crown both her sophomore and 
senior seasons, and claimed the 100 freestyle title her junior season. Shea was an 
All-America selection in the 200 freestyle her senior year. An all-state selection, 
Shea was a member of the National Honor Society as well as the Spanish Honor 
Society.

Personal
Caroline was born on Aug. 31, 1990, in Worcester, Mass. She is the daughter of 
Maria and Francis Shea, and has two sisters, Isabella and Frances. Caroline is 
majoring in forensic science at Nebraska.

2008-09 Season Outlook
Anna Wheeler is one of two newcomers on the 
2008-09 Nebraska squad with previous family 
ties to the team (sisters Karen and Colleen Criss 
are current team members). Wheeler’s sister, 
Kate, swam at Nebraska from 2004 to 2007. Anna 

hopes to match or surpass the success her older sister had at Nebraska, as Kate 
finished as one of the best distance freestylers to ever swim at NU. Anna’s success 
in distance freestyle events in high school and her strong bloodlines suggest she 
could be ready to make an immediate impact on the team as a freshman.

Previous
Wheeler swam for the Bellevue Club Swim Team in Bellevue, Wash., during 
high school for Coach Klaas Schenk. She was a Pacific Northwest Swimming 
Championships finalist in the 200 butterfly, 1,000 freestyle and 1,650 freestyle, 
and was a senior sectionals qualifier. 

Personal
Anna was born on April 3, 1990, in Santa Cruz, Calif, and is the daughter of 
Donny Wheeler and Nola Van Nugt. Anna’s sister, Kate, was a swimming and 
diving letterwinner from 2004 to 2007 at Nebraska. Anna is majoring in physics 
at Nebraska.

D’arcy Schmidt  |  Riley Seidel  |  Caroline Shea  |  Anna Wheeler


