
2012 NCAA Tournament - First Round Quotes
UMES Hawks

Head Coach: Don Metil
Players: Ndidi Ibe, Victoria Williams, Saitaua Iosia

Head Coach Don Metil
On how he thinks his team played
“I thought it was competitive. We gained some experience last year against UCLA. Our main objective here was to come out and be 
competitive. In set one, I think we played well up until the media timeout. Then after the promo, I thought we came out and showcased 
the program we had in the MEAC all year. I think these three ladies along with the rest of the team did their due diligence to make 
UMES proud today.”
 
On what area was toughest to stop Nebraska
“Eric (Hammond) and I always talk about as this level a small shop like UMES going up against Nebraska is just a matter of geometry 
sometimes. When Hannah Werth is hitting over Jessie Vicic, because she’s only 5-7, that’s a tough day for anyone. This morning, if you 
were at our closed practice, we were spraying balls all over the place. So that was a huge concern coming into tonight was our ball 
control on first contact. In set two, that’s what I really think allowed Nebraska to pull away was our ball control. After the promo, we 
were able to get that ball control back and play a little bit more competitively.”

 On if they’d played in an atmosphere like this before
“It was definitely a memorable experience for us all. I told John (Cook) that we played UCLA and they ended up winning the entire 
national championship, so maybe we’ll end up being the good luck charm for someone next year if Nebraska is able to take the 
championship this year.” 

On what he will remember most about this year’s team
“We’ve gone through a lot of adversity and this team has shown the ability to bounce back and fight to the very last point. We’ve 
lost some players to season-ending injuries. We had a girl that left the program just because of the day in and day out grind that she 
couldn’t mentally keep up. Through all of that, we were able to take Corey Haynes, who was a 6-3 setter, and played middle for us for 
the majority of the season. It’s just things like that I’ll remember and it all comes to an end here at Nebraska with a fantastic atmosphere 
and a supportive fan base, not only for the home team but maybe we gave them something from UMES that they appreciated as well.”

Ndibi Ibe
On how Nebraska’s athleticism stacks up against the teams they’ve seen throughout the year
“They are pretty much a powerhouse team. They are a very, very good team. They hit hard and they swing high. Coming from the 
MEAC, we obviously play shorter teams, so when you go up against Nebraska and players who are 6-3, 6-5, it’s definitely interesting.”

 On if they’d played in an atmosphere like this before
“We have a pretty big support group at our home venue but this is completely different. The crowd is completely into the game. They 
cheer for every single point and they get loud. They are really respective too. It was really exciting.”

Victoria Williams
On what it’s like to take a big swing and silence the crowd
“It’s a great feeling because they put up a big block. The kills that we were able to get were really great.”

 Saitaua Iosia
On what it’s like to take a big swing and silence the crowd
“Like Tori said, It’s a great feeling because they have such a big block for us to hit through them or off the block. It’s a great feeling 
because they are a really great team.”


