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Head John Cook
Opening Statement
“What a great match to finish the games at the Coliseum. The crowd was electric. Our kids were a little too pumped up in game one, 
because of the crowd. What a way to send the Coliseum out, and I think it is fitting the last point was Lauren (Cook) setting Gina 
(Mancuso) for the final kill in the Coliseum. Two Nebraska girls, how fitting is that? I was actually contemplating taking a timeout and 
ask them who wanted to score the last point, but the crowd was going and it worked out great.”

On the middle hitters’ play in game one
“Well, UNI was really scheming a lot. Early they were putting two blockers on our left side, which we thought they would do that so 
that’s why Meghan was one-on-one all night. Hayley was one-on-one all night for the most part; Lauren did a good job seeing those 
schemes and we made them play. That is why we hit .371 against a great defensive team.”

On if regionals this year feel any different from last year
“You know, we have been waiting a year for this match, so this feels great. Northern Iowa is a very good team and they are playing 
really well right now. I mean, they continued to play like they did last night, so it was a good match. The intensity this time of the year 
is up a notch it seems like, and feels like. It was great preparation, but we still haven’t finished business in Omaha, and this is a great 
way to get some momentum in there.”

On the advantage of playing in Omaha
“I have to figure out the schedule, but the key is to go in there rested and confident, because we play two matches back to back. I think 
this break gives us a couple of days to recover a little bit, because everybody is fatigued this time of the year, and really have a great 
week of preparation. It feels good to have a break here and we have been giving them two days off in the last two weeks of the Big Ten. 
I think it really played dividends for us. We got a little recovery time here.”

On Meghan Haggerty’s impact during game one
“Well, it felt like we got into a hole. UNI was playing really well and wasn’t making errors. It felt like they were going to win that game. 
We got two bursts of runs there with Meghan serving. Once we got two point lead, you felt the momentum change because the crowd 
got into it. I could sense we were going to roll. Our crowd, once we got ahead there at the end, you could really feel us taking off.”

On thoughts toward the Coliseum
“I was trying not to think about it. I even told the team today, this isn’t the last match because we will play in the spring here. Don’t 
believe everything you hear. There has been so much talk about this and I didn’t want the girls to feel the pressure. I think we did feel 
the pressure. I think we wanted to go out here and win tonight; that is a lot of pressure added to a NCAA match against a very good 
team. When Steve Johnson read that at the end and I saw the girls running around, I tried to soak it all in. It is a wonderful place; I have 
a lot of great memories here. I told the team they are a part of history, and this is one of the most fun games they will every play in 
their lives, and it was the final game in the Coliseum.”

Setter Lauren Cook
On closing out the Coliseum with a sweep
“It is special. That is the last game I will play there, as well as all of us in the regular season. I know they will play some there in the 
spring, but just to be able to end on a sweep—I feel like that is Nebraska volleyball right there. It is a good feeling to end like that.”

Middle Blocker Meghan Haggerty
On how she saw UNI defend her
“You know, I think Lauren did a good job of running the offense and getting it to the point where I would only have one blocker. From 
there you just have to get the ball where the one blocker is. “

On serving during the game
“Yeah, I mean, I have been going at it in practice and really focusing and kind of putting myself in a game situation. It really helped and 
transferred on the court.”


