
1

IntroductIon	 1-12
Table of Contents .............................................................1
Media Services & Information .........................................1
This is Nebraska Softball ..............................................2-5
Bowlin Stadium .............................................................6-7
Roster & Breakdown ........................................................8
Schedule & Notes ............................................................9
Season Preview.........................................................10-12

2013	huskers	 13-25
Gabby Banda ..................................................................13
Jordan Bettiol.................................................................14
Courtney Breault ............................................................15
Tatum Edwards ...............................................................16
Taylor Edwards ...............................................................17
Mattie Fowler.................................................................18
Kylee Muir ......................................................................19
Megan Southworth ........................................................20
Brooke Thomason...........................................................21
Alicia Armstrong ............................................................22
Danica Bishop ................................................................22
Hailey Decker .................................................................23
Emily Lockman................................................................23
Sammi Noland................................................................24
Kiki Stokes......................................................................24
Dawna Tyson ..................................................................25

coaches	&	staff	 26-37
Head Coach Rhonda Revelle .....................................26-29
Associate Head Coach Lori Sippel ............................30-31
Assistant Coach Diane Miller ...................................32-33
Softball Support Staff ...............................................34-35

2013 nebraska softball media guide
nebraska	QuIck	facts
Location ....................................................... Lincoln, Neb.
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Colors .................................................... Scarlet & Cream
Conference ........................................................... Big Ten
Affiliation................................................ NCAA Division I
Director of Athletics ................................Shawn Eichorst
Senior Woman Administrator ...................... Pat Logsdon

softball	InformatIon
Head Coach ...........................Rhonda Revelle (21st year)
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Associate Coach............................Lori Sippel (24th year)
Alma Mater ............................................Nebraska (1988)
Assistant Coach ......................... Diane Miller (fifth year)
Alma Mater ............................. Missouri Southern (1992)
Director of Operations.................Katie Brown (first year)
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Home Stadium (Capacity)........... Bowlin Stadium (2,500)
2012 Overall Record ................................................33-22
2012 Big Ten Record (finish) ..............................14-9 (3rd)
Postseason Finish..................................................... DNQ
Final Ranking ............................................................... NR
Letterwinners Returning/Lost .....................................9/6
Position Starters Returning/Lost.................................6/3
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First Year of Softball ................................................ 1976
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All-Time Conference Record .....................295-218 (.575)
Overall Conference Titles ............................................. 18
Big Eight Conference Titles .......................................... 12
Big 12 Conference Titles ................................................ 6
Big Ten Conference Titles .............................................. 0
NCAA Tournament Appearances ................................. 20
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College World Series Appearances ............................... 6
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Media Relations Director: Matt Smith ........... 472-7780
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Media Relations Fax ....................................... 472-2005
Media Relations Mailing Address .................................
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 The media relations contact for Nebraska softball is 
Assistant Media Relations Director Matt Smith, who is in 
his 10th season working with the softball program. Media 
can contact Smith via e-mail (msmith@huskers.com) or 
phone (402-770-5926).

medIa	access/servIces	
 Working media personnel will be seated in the 
softball press box, which is located above the stands 
behind home plate. Photographers may shoot in the 
fenced area in front of either bullpen, in front of the 
press box, or from anywhere on the concourse level 
as long as it does not obstruct the view of the game.  
High-speed internet is available in the press box. 

medIa	IntervIews
 All interviews must be arranged through Matt Smith. 
The best time to reach Head Coach Rhonda Revelle for 
interviews during the week is from 9 to 11:30 a.m. Player 
interviews during the week are generally conducted after 
practice, usually between 5 and 5:30 p.m. Postgame 
interviews with coaches and players are conducted on the 
field following the final game of the day. Interviews may 
be conducted indoors in the case of inclement weather.

medIa	guIde	credIts
 The 2013 Nebraska softball media guide was written 
by Assistant Media Relations Director Matt Smith, with 
editorial assistance provided by Director of Operations 
Jeff Griesch and Administrative Assistant Vicki Capazo. 
The guide was printed by the University of Nebraska Copy 
Services. Photography credits to Scott Bruhn and BreAnna 
Haessler. Cost of the guide is $4.67, plus $0.33 tax. The 
cover was designed by Annie Wood.

notIce	of	ncaa	probatIon
 From 2007 to 2010 the University of Nebraska 
unintentionally reimbursed student-athletes for 
recommended textbooks as well as required textbooks 
through a failure to properly administer and monitor book 
scholarships. Only reimbursement for required books is 
permissible under NCAA rules. As a result, the NCAA 
placed the University of Nebraska on two-year probation, 
beginning in January of 2012. The NCAA did not impose 
additional penalties such as a loss of scholarships, 
forefeiture of games, or a ban on postseason play. Rather, 
as a condition of probation, Nebraska will continue to 
educate student-athletes and staff thoroughly on NCAA 
bylaws and will notify prospective student-athletes of its 
probationary status.

nebraska media services & information



C O R N H U S K E R S
THIS IS  

NEBRASKA

N
ebraska softball is dedicated to excellence in the classroom, in the community and on the 

field. This is the mission statement of Nebraska softball and the program's proud results 

echo each of these sentiments, including:

•Producing more CoSIDA Academic All-Americans (29) than any other softball program in the country 

and the second-highest total nationally among all female sports. 

•Ranking among the top 15 in NCAA Division I history in NCAA Tournament victories (12th), Women's 

College World Series appearances (13th) and NCAA Tournament appearances (13th). 

•Winning 18 conference titles, including the only undefeated season in Big 12 history (16-0 in 1998). 

Leading the way for continued success is Head Coach Rhonda Revelle, an NFCA Hall of Famer. Alongside Revelle is Associate 

Head Coach Lori Sippel, an International Softball Federation Hall of Famer who served as head coach of the 2008 Canadian 

Olympic team. Assistant Coach Diane Miller, the newest member of the Husker staff, is an energetic and dynamic coach who has 

helped Nebraska set multiple offensive records in her four seasons in Lincoln. Together, the coaching staff is dedicated to adding 

to the rich tradition of success that is Nebraska softball.

50	 Nebraska’s 50 all-time NCAA 
Tournament wins rank 13th 
nationally.

29		 Nebraska’s 29 all-time 
CoSIDA Academic All-
Americans lead the nation.

20		 Nebraska’s 20 all-time NCAA 
Tournament appearances 
rank 12th nationally.

10		 Nebraska was recognized as 
the 10th-winningest program 
in the NCAA era in 2007.

6 	 Nebraska’s six all-time 
Women’s College World 
Series appearances rank 
13th nationally.



C O R N H U S K E R S

53
Nebraska’s 
53 all-time 

All-Region picks 
rank second.

50
Nebraska's 50 
all-time NCAA 

Tournament wins 
rank second.

50
Nebraska’s 50 
combined All-

Americans rank 
second.

29
Nebraska’s 29 
academic All-

Americans lead 
the Big Ten.

20
Nebraska's 20 
all-time NCAA 
Tournaments 

lead the Big Ten.

13
NU's 13 top-25 
finishes in the 
national polls 
rank second.

13
Revelle’s 13 

academic All-
Americans lead 

the Big Ten.

6
Nebraska’s six 

trips to the 
World Series 
rank second.

2
Revelle is one of 
two NFCA Hall 

of Fame coaches 
in the Big Ten.

Nebraska	By	the	Numbers	Among	Big	Ten	Programs

CONFERENCE
DOMINANCE 
Nebraska softball opened a new chapter in its storied history 

in 2012, when the Huskers finished third in their first year as 

a member of the Big Ten Conference. All 12 Big Ten schools 

play softball, making the Big Ten the second-largest softball 

conference in the country. The Big Ten is also the only one of 

the six major conferences (ACC, Big 12, Big East, Big Ten, Pac-

12, SEC) where every conference member fields a softball team. 

Despite the league's success and commitment to the sport, 

Nebraska's history stacks up well against its peers, as the charts 

below indicate. Previously, the Huskers were members of the Big 

Eight Conference (1977-1995) and the Big 12 Conference (1996-

2011). Nebraska has won 18 conference titles in the 35 seasons 

it has been affiliated with a conference. 



Nebraska has finished in the top five at the 
Women’s College World Series twice since 
1998. The Huskers tied for fifth in 2002, 

including a victory over Michigan (pictured). 

Head Coach Rhonda Revelle and her staff, charged with 

building upon one of the most storied foundations in collegiate 

softball, have been determined to continue the Nebraska 

tradition to the present day. Over the last 18 seasons (1995 to 

2012), the Huskers have competed in 16 NCAA Tournaments, 

advancing to a pair of Women's College World Series and 

finishing in a tie for fifth place in each trip. Nebraska has won 

more than 65 percent of its games since 1995, while capturing 

six conference titles and finishing among the nation's top 25 

on 13 occasions, including seven top-15 rankings. The 1998 

Huskers also put together the only undefeated season in Big 12 

history, finishing 16-0 en route to the regular-season title, then 

going 4-0 while winning the Big 12 postseason championship. 

Individuals have also seen success recently, earning 15 All-

America awards and 11 academic All-America certificates 

over the last 18 seasons.

MORE THAN A DECADE OF DOMINANCE

16
Nebraska 
advanced 

to 16 NCAA 
Tournaments.

15
Fifteen Huskers 
earned an All-

America award.

13
Nebraska has 

been ranked in 
the final top-25 
poll 13 times.

6
NU ranked in the 
top 10 nationally 
in attendance six 

times.

18	Seasons	of	Excellence:	NU	from	1995	to	2012	

In a stellar career from 1997 to 2000, Jennifer Lizama earned three NFCA All-America awards 
while helping the Huskers to three Big 12 titles and the 1998 Women’s College World Series.



Three Huskers helped lead Canada to a fourth-place 
finish at the 2008 Beijing Olympics, the country’s 

best finish ever. NU Associate Head Coach Lori Sippel 
(middle) was Canada’s head coach, posting a 3-5 record. 

Former Husker Sheena Lawrick (left) was Canada’s 
starting first baseman, while former Husker Robin 

Mackin (right) appeared in two games in the circle for 
the Canadians.

BEYOND NEBRASKA

5
A total of five 
Huskers have 
played in the 

NPF.

4
Five former 

Huskers have 
competed in the 

Olympics.

3
NU had three 

players selected 
to the NPF's lone 

All-Star game.

2
Two Huskers 

competed in both 
the 2004 and 

2008 Olympics.

Playing	Past	Nebraska

The success and legacy of the Nebraska softball program 

is not limited to the Cornhusker State or a four-year college 

career. Using the training and tools taught at NU, former 

players have gone on to continue their playing careers on both 

the professional and international scenes. A Big Ten-best two 

Huskers competed at both the 2004 Sydney Olympics and 

2008 Beijing Olympics. Lori Sippel, a pitcher for Team Canada 

in the 1996 Atlanta Olympics, also coached the Canadians in 

Beijing. In the professional ranks, Nebraska had more players 

selected for the National ProFastpitch's lone All-Star game in 

2005 than any other collegiate program except UCLA. Former 

Huskers have competed on some of the grandest stages in the 

sport, and junior Taylor Edwards and freshman Hailey Decker 

proved there's room on those stages for those still in school. 

Both were invited to try out for the U.S. Junior National Team 

in May of 2010.

Former Husker Nicole Trimboli was named Most Valuable Player of the 2008 NPF Championship 
Series, as she led the Chicago Bandits to the National ProFastpitch title. Trimboli has played a 
total of nine seasons in the NPF.



BOWLIN STADIUM

Five Largest Bowlin Stadium Crowds: 
1,960 - vs. Texas (April 9, 2011)

1,844 – vs. Iowa (May 17, 2003)

1,752 – vs. Wisconsin (May 12, 2012)

1,585 – vs. Lehigh (May 20, 2004)

1,417 – vs. California (May 22, 2004)

1,318 – vs. California (May 23, 2004)

The Huskers have ranked in the top 10 nationally in 
attendance six times since Bowlin Stadium opened in 2002. 
Nebraska's best attended season came in 2004, when the Big 
12 champions ranked fourth nationally with an average of 955 
fans per game. NU has drawn 22 crowds of 1,000 or larger 
at Bowlin Stadium, including two of the three largest crowds 
in school history the past two seasons. Against Wisconsin last 
season, NU set a record for the world's largest softball tailgate.



HOME OF CHAMPIONS:
2004	Field	of	the	Year
Bowlin Stadium is part of the 32-acre Haymarket 
Park complex that was built for $29.53 million in 
2001. The 2004 SportsTurf Managers Association 
College/University Division Field of the Year, Bowlin 
Stadium opened in 2002. The clubhouse and locker 
room were renovated in 2010 (below) and a new 
$4.75 million indoor practice facility opened in the 
fall of 2011 (bottom). New turf was planted in the 
summer of 2012. The Bowlin Stadium clubhouse 
includes medical facilities, coaches' offices, a locker 
room and players' lounge.

Bowlin Stadium can accommodate up to 2,500 fans. 
It features 750 chairback seats with an up-close view 
of the action, as well as berm seating behind both 
dugouts and in the outfield and bleacher seating on 
the first base concourse. The dimensions of the field 
are 200 feet down both foul lines and 220 feet in 
center. NU is 147-58 all-time at Bowlin Stadium.
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alphabetIcal	roster
	no.	 name	 ht.	 yr.	 pos.	 b/t	 hometown	(high	school/previous	school)
 21 Armstrong, Alicia 5-10 Fr. INF R/R Beatrice, Neb. (Beatrice)
 77 Banda, Gabby*** 5-5 Sr. INF L/R Angleton, Texas (Angleton)
 7 Bettiol, Jordan* 5-7 So. OF L/R College Station, Texas (A&M Consolidated)
 5 Bishop, Danica 6-0 Fr. RHP R/R Irvine, Calif. (Woodbridge)
 24 Breault, Courtney* 5-9 Sr. INF R/R Roseville, Calif. (Woodcreek/Arkansas)
 9 Decker, Hailey 5-4 Fr. INF R/R Keizer, Ore. (McNary)
 2 Edwards, Tatum** 5-6 Jr. RHP/UTL R/R Murrieta, Calif. (Vista Murrieta)
 12 Edwards, Taylor** 5-7 Jr. C R/R Murrieta, Calif. (Vista Murrieta)
 17 Fowler, Mattie* 5-9 So. INF R/R Tucson, Ariz. (Canyon del Oro)
 4 Lockman, Emily 5-6 Fr. RHP R/R Corona, Calif. (Norco)
 20 Muir, Kylee** 6-0 Jr. DP/INF L/R Portland, Ore. (Lincoln)
 11 Noland, Sammi 5-10 Fr. C R/R Tucson, Ariz. (Canyon del Oro)
 00 Southworth, Megan*** 5-4 Sr. OF R/R Papillion, Neb. (Papillion-LaVista)
 13 Stokes, Kiki 5-5 Fr. OF L/R Olathe, Kan. (Olathe East)
 18 Thomason, Brooke*** 5-8 Sr. OF L/R Overland Park, Kan. (Blue Valley Northwest)
 3 Tyson, Dawna 5-5 Fr. INF R/R Corona, Calif. (Corona)

 *denotes number of letters earned

numerIcal	roster
	no.	 name	 ht.	 yr.	 pos.	 b/t	 hometown	(high	school/previous	school)
 00 Megan Southworth*** 5-4 Sr. OF R/R Papillion, Neb. (Papillion-LaVista)
 2 Tatum Edwards** 5-6 Jr. RHP/UTL R/R Murrieta, Calif. (Vista Murrieta)
 3 Dawna Tyson 5-5 Fr. INF R/R Corona, Calif. (Corona)
 4 Emily Lockman 5-6 Fr. RHP R/R Corona, Calif. (Norco)
 5 Danica Bishop 6-0 Fr. RHP R/R Irvine, Calif. (Woodbridge)
 7 Jordan Bettiol* 5-7 So. OF L/R College Station, Texas (A&M Consolidated)
 9 Hailey Decker 5-4 Fr. INF R/R Keizer, Ore. (McNary)
 11 Sammi Noland 5-10 Fr. C R/R Tucson, Ariz. (Canyon del Oro)
 12 Taylor Edwards** 5-7 Jr. C R/R Murrieta, Calif. (Vista Murrieta)
 13 Kiki Stokes 5-5 Fr. OF L/R Olathe, Kan. (Olathe East)
 17 Mattie Fowler* 5-9 So. INF R/R Tucson, Ariz. (Canyon del Oro)
 18 Brooke Thomason*** 5-8 Sr. OF L/R Overland Park, Kan. (Blue Valley Northwest)
 20 Kylee Muir** 6-0 Jr. DP/INF L/R Portland, Ore. (Lincoln)
 21 Alicia Armstrong 5-10 Fr. INF R/R Beatrice, Neb. (Beatrice)
 24 Courtney Breault* 5-9 Sr. INF R/R Roseville, Calif. (Woodcreek/Arkansas)
 77 Gabby Banda*** 5-5 Sr. INF L/R Angleton, Texas (Angleton)

 *denotes number of letters earned

coachIng	staff
head	coach: Rhonda Revelle (21st year)
» 754-407 record at NU (20 years); 762-423 career (21 years)
associate	head	coach: Lori Sippel (24th year)
assistant	coach: Diane Miller (Fifth year)
director	of	softball	operations: Katie Brown (First year)

pronuncIatIon	guIde
Alicia Armstrong ..............................................uh-LEASH-uh
Jordan Bettiol.........................................................BETTY-all
Courtney Breault ..................................................... BREE-alt
Kylee Muir .............................................................. MEW-urr
Sammi Noland.....................................................KNOLL-und
Rhonda Revelle ....................................................... ruh-VELL

career	athletIc	honors
gabby	banda
» All-Big Ten Third Team (2012)

courtney	breault
» All-Big Ten Second Team (2012)
» SEC All-Freshman Team (2010) 
» SEC Freshman of the Week (May 3, 2010)

tatum	edwards
» All-Big Ten Third Team (2012)
» All-Big 12 Second Team (2011)
» Two-Time Big Ten Pitcher of the Week

taylor	edwards
» USA Softball Player of the Year Finalist (2011; 1 of 25)
» USA Softball Player of the Year Watch List (2012; 1 of 50)
» NFCA All-America Third Team (2011)
» NFCA All-Midwest Region First Team (2011)
» All-Big 12 Second Team (2011)
» Big 12 Player of the Week (Feb. 22, 2011)

brooke	thomason
» NFCA All-Midwest Region Second Team (2010)
» All-Big Ten Second Team (2012)
» All-Big 12 Second Team (2010)
» Two-Time Big Ten Player of the Week
» Big 12 Player of the Week (March 15, 2010)

2013 nebraska roster & breakdown

husker	career	statIstIcs
battIng
player	 avg.	 g-gs	 ab	 r	 h	 2b	 3b	 hr		 rbI	 tb	 slg%	 bb	 hbp	 so	 ob%	 sf	 sh	 sb/att	 po	 a	 e	 fld%
Brooke Thomason .322 164-159 466 92 150 31 0 26 119 259 .556 70 5 107 .415 1 4 8/10 120 9 7 .949
Taylor Edwards .315 110-108 305 74 96 19 0 23 105 184 .603 77 10 44 .463 3 2 3/3 776 49 13 .984
Tatum Edwards .293 108-106 321 63 94 17 1 21 80 176 .548 38 5 66 .375 1 1 6/6 54 42 3 .970
Gabby Banda .279 166-165 455 85 127 30 2 8 56 185 .407 55 13 82 .371 3 21 15/19 64 95 12 .919
Courtney Breault* .269 145-141 372 43 100 16 0 14 75 158 .425 57 9 74 .370 10 9 2/2 237 166 24 .943
Jordan Bettiol .267 43-20 45 17 12 1 0 0 5 13 .289 7 2 12 .389 0 2 1/2 13 2 1 .938
Megan Southworth .250 89-48 152 17 38 7 0 0 10 45 .296 11 4 37 .314 2 3 0/1 41 2 2 .956
Mattie Fowler .248 55-55 161 20 40 5 1 5 27 62 .385 8 0 14 .281 2 3 3/3 74 78 13 .921
Kylee Muir .133 8-4 15 0 2 0 0 0 2 2 .133 1 0 7 .188 0 0 0/0 0 0 0 .000
totals	 .287	 888-806	 2,292	 411	 657	 126	 4	 97	 479	 1,084	 .473	 324	 48	 443	 .383	 22	 45	 38/46	 1,379	 443	 75	 .960
 *statistics from 2010 and 2011 seasons at Arkansas; 2012 season at Nebraska

pItchIng	
player	 era	 w-l	 app.	 gs	 cg	 sho/co	 sv	 Ip	 h	 r	 er	 bb	 so	 2b	 3b	 hr	 bf	 avg.	 wp	 hbp
Tatum Edwards 2.69 16-5 35 25 10 5/2 0 130.0 101 69 50 62 104 9 1 5 591 .209 15 29
Mattie Fowler 14.00 0-0 1 1 0 0/0 0 2.0 4 4 4 4 2 0 0 0 13 .444 0 0
totals	 2.86	 16-5	 36	 26	 10	 5/2	 0	 132.0	 105	 73	 54	 66	 106	 9	 1	 5	 604	 .213	 15	 29
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day		 date	 opponent	 location	 time	(ct)	 radio
Hotel Encanto Invitational (hosted by New Mexico State)
Friday Feb. 8 vs. Illinois-Chicago Las Cruces, N.M. 1:30 p.m. Huskers.com
Friday Feb. 8 at New Mexico State Las Cruces, N.M. 4 p.m. Huskers.com
Saturday Feb. 9 vs. Illinois-Chicago Las Cruces, N.M. 1:30 p.m. Huskers.com
Sunday Feb. 10 vs. Illinois-Chicago Las Cruces, N.M. 10:30 a.m. Huskers.com
Sunday Feb. 10 vs. New Mexico Las Cruces, N.M. 1 p.m. Huskers.com
Hillenbrand Invitational (hosted by Arizona)
Friday Feb. 15 vs. Southern Utah Tucson, Ariz. 10 a.m. Huskers.com
Friday Feb. 15 at Arizona Tucson, Ariz. 5 p.m. Huskers.com
Saturday Feb. 16 vs. Utah State Tucson, Ariz. 10 a.m. Huskers.com
Saturday Feb. 16 vs. Drake Tucson, Ariz. 2 p.m. Huskers.com
Sunday Feb. 17 vs. Purdue Tucson, Ariz. Noon Huskers.com
Mary Nutter Classic (privately hosted)
Friday Feb. 22 vs. Oklahoma Cathedral City, Calif. 8 p.m. Huskers.com
Friday Feb. 22 vs. Maryland Cathedral City, Calif. 10:30 p.m. Huskers.com
Saturday Feb. 23 vs. Oregon Cathedral City, Calif. 7:30 p.m. Huskers.com
Sunday Feb. 24 vs. Florida State Cathedral City, Calif. 11 a.m. Huskers.com
Sunday Feb. 24 vs. California Cathedral City, Calif. 1:30 p.m. Huskers.com 
The Preview Tournament (hosted by Oklahoma and Oklahoma State)
Friday March 1 at Oklahoma Norman, Okla. 6 p.m. Huskers.com
Saturday March 2 vs. Oklahoma State Oklahoma City, Okla. 11 a.m. Huskers.com
Saturday March 2 vs. Oklahoma Oklahoma City, Okla. 4 p.m. Huskers.com
Sunday March 3 at Oklahoma State Stillwater, Okla. Noon Huskers.com
Saturday March 9 at Wichita State (DH) Wichita, Kan. 2 & 4 p.m. Huskers.com
Sunday March 10 at Wichita State Wichita, Kan. 4 p.m. Huskers.com
Tuesday March 12 at UNO Omaha, Neb. 5 p.m. Huskers.com
friday	 march	15	 new	mexico	state	 bowlin	stadium	 6	p.m.	 huskers.com
saturday	 march	16	 new	mexico	state	(dh)	 bowlin	stadium	 1	&	3:30	p.m.	 huskers.com
tuesday	 march	19	 uno	 bowlin	stadium	 5	p.m.	 huskers.com
wednesday	 march	20	 north	dakota	state	(dh)	 bowlin	stadium	 2	&	4:30	p.m.	 huskers.com
friday	 march	22	 northwestern*	 bowlin	stadium	 6	p.m.	 huskers.com
saturday	 march	23	 northwestern*	 bowlin	stadium	 2	p.m.	 huskers.com
sunday	 march	24	 northwestern*	 bowlin	stadium	 noon	 huskers.com
Friday March 29 at Illinois* Urbana, Ill. 6 p.m. Huskers.com
Saturday March 30 at Illinois* Urbana, Ill. 2 p.m. Huskers.com
Sunday March 31 at Illinois* Urbana, Ill. Noon Huskers.com
Wednesday April 3 at Creighton Omaha, Neb. 6 p.m. Huskers.com
Friday April 5 at Iowa* Iowa City, Iowa 6:30 p.m. Huskers.com
Saturday April 6 at Iowa* Iowa City, Iowa 5 p.m. Huskers.com
Sunday April 7 at Iowa* Iowa City, Iowa 1 p.m. Huskers.com
wednesday	 april	10	 minnesota	(dh)*	 bowlin	stadium	 4	&	6	p.m.	 huskers.com
friday	 april	12	 wisconsin*	 bowlin	stadium	 6	p.m.	 huskers.com
saturday	 april	13	 wisconsin*	 bowlin	stadium	 1	p.m.	 huskers.com
sunday	 april	14	 wisconsin*	 bowlin	stadium	 noon	 huskers.com
wednesday	 april	17	 kansas	 bowlin	stadium	 6	p.m.	 huskers.com
Friday April 19 at Purdue* West Lafayette, Ind. 3:00 p.m. Huskers.com
Saturday April 20 at Purdue* West Lafayette, Ind. Noon Huskers.com
Sunday April 21 at Purdue* West Lafayette, Ind. 10 a.m. Huskers.com
wednesday	 april	24	 creighton	 bowlin	stadium	 6	p.m.	 huskers.com
friday	 april	26	 michigan*	 bowlin	stadium	 6	p.m.	 huskers.com
saturday	 april	27	 michigan*	 bowlin	stadium	 1	p.m.	 huskers.com
sunday	 april	28	 michigan*	 bowlin	stadium	 noon	 huskers.com	
Saturday May 4 at Penn State* State College, Pa. 1 p.m. Huskers.com
Sunday May 5 at Penn State* State College, Pa. Noon Huskers.com
Monday May 6 at Penn State* State College, Pa. Noon Huskers.com
thurs.-sun.	 may	9-12	 big	ten	tournament	 bowlin	stadium	 tba	 huskers.com
Thurs.-Sun. May 16-19 NCAA Regional Campus Site TBA Huskers.com
Thurs.-Sun. May 23-26 NCAA Super Regional Campus Site TBA Huskers.com
Thurs.-Wed. May 30-June 5 NCAA WCWS Oklahoma City, Okla. TBA Huskers.com
*Big Ten Conference game

All times Central and subject to change. Please visit Huskers.com for an updated schedule prior to leaving for a game. 
Every game is scheduled to have a free radio broadcast on Huskers.com, courtesy of the Husker Sports Network.

schedule	notes
» Nebraska is scheduled to play 55 regular-season games 
in 2013, one fewer than the NCAA maximum of 56 games. 
The Huskers have not played a 56-game regular-season 
schedule since playing 58 regular-season games in 2001, 
before the current limit was in effect.

» Nebraska is in its second season as a member of the 
Big Ten Conference. All 12 schools in the Big Ten field a 
softball team, as the league is the second-largest softball 
conference in the country. The Big Ten is also the only 
one of the six major conferences where every school 
fields a softball team.

» The Big Ten scheduling format for conference games 
has changed in 2013. Instead of playing three games in 
two days, conference series will be played over three 
days, with one game on each day. 

» The Big Ten Tournament returns in 2013 from a four-year 
absence. All 12 teams will participate in the tournament, 
and Nebraska will host the event May 9-12 at Bowlin 
Stadium.
 
» The Huskers are scheduled to play 19 regular-season 
games at Bowlin Stadium, 21 on the road and 15 at a 
neutral site. The Huskers' 21 scheduled road games 
would mark the second-highest number of road games in 
school history, trailing the 25 road games played in 1994.
 
» Nebraska will play games in 10 states (Arizona, 
California, Kansas, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Nebraska, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma and Pennsylvania). The Huskers will 
also play in all four continental U.S. time zones (eastern, 
central, mountain and pacific).
 
» NU is scheduled to play 13 games against teams that 
made the 2012 NCAA Tournament (Arizona, California, 
Florida State, Michigan three times, Northwestern 
three times, Oklahoma three times and Oregon). Four 
of those six teams won an NCAA Regional last season, 
while California, Oklahoma and Oregon all made it to 
the Women's College World Series, where the Sooners 
finished second.
 
» The Huskers are also scheduled to play nine games 
against teams that ended last year ranked in the top 
25 (No. 2 Oklahoma three times, No. 3 California, No. 5 
Oregon, No. 13 Arizona and No. 15 Michigan three times).
 
» The NCAA Tournament will feature a 64-team field for 
the 11th consecutive season in 2013 and will include a 
regional-super regional format for the ninth straight year. 
Both NCAA Regional and NCAA Super Regional play will 
be held on campus sites around the country. Nebraska has 
made 20 all-time NCAA Tournament appearances, with 
the last coming in 2011. The Huskers have not advanced 
to a super regional since the NCAA first adopted that 
format beginning with the 2005 season.
 
» The 2013 Women's College World Series will be held at 
ASA Hall of Fame Stadium in Oklahoma City for the 16th 
straight season and the 22nd time overall. The Huskers 
have made six trips to the Women's College World Series, 
with the last appearance coming in 2002.

2013 nebraska schedule & notes
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Spring is often thought of as a time of optimism, new beginnings and hope. Those same 
adjectives can also apply to the 16 Nebraska Cornhuskers who will hit the softball field 
this spring, especially the seven freshmen who will begin their first collegiate season. 
Keeping with the theme of "new beginnings," nearly 45 percent of the NU roster consists 
of freshmen and 10 of NU's 16 players are in their first or second year as Huskers.

Just as the dawn of spring elicits optimism and the promise of better days, Nebraska's 
program feels rejuvenated by the influx of young talent. Head Coach Rhonda Revelle 
hopes it's that eagerness and enthusiasm that will push Nebraska to a trip back to the 
NCAA Tournament, after the Huskers missed the postseason for only the second time in 
18 years last season.

"This is a hungry group of young ladies," Revelle said. "We have a lot of youth and one 
of the great things about freshmen is the enthusiasm they bring to the field. Everything 
is new to them, and they are eager to prove themselves. The energy they create is 
contagious.

"But our veterans are also hungry. Our juniors and seniors were on the cusp of a top-10 
ranking and an NCAA Regional championship in 2011, only to fall short of expectations 
last year. Our older players are driven to produce results this program has come to expect. 

"There's a real sense of synergy in our team dynamic. The younger players bring the 
contagious enthusiasm and energy that you need to be able to endure and enjoy a long 
season, while the veterans possess the knowledge and experience to help the team focus 
that energy in a positive, results-oriented way."

Revelle, who enters her 21st year at Nebraska and is poised to become the school's 
all-time wins leader across all sports, doesn't believe that the Huskers' youth should be a 
reason to expect less from this year's team.

"We do have inexperience at some positions, especially in the circle, and we will 
rely heavily on our freshmen," Revelle said. "Especially early in the year, fans may see a 
starting lineup that has four or five freshmen in it. But the coaches feel this freshman class 
is very talented, and that's why we're not afraid to throw them into the fire. I also don't 
think you can underestimate or overstate the success of our upperclassmen.

"We return four starters on the infield and one in the outfield and bring back five 
players who have been an all-conference player or an All-American. We have a solid 
nucleus of proven talent, and we have a very promising freshman class with the ability 
to push our returning starters and contribute immediately, which we expect them to do."

Nebraska returns a total of six starters, despite a freshman-laden roster and the loss of 
six seniors from 2012. The returning starters boast multiple years of starting experience. 
In the outfield, senior Brooke Thomason, a two-time all-conference selection, has started 
each of the last three years, earning 159 career starts. On the infield, senior Gabby Banda 
has been a three-year starter on the left side of the Husker infield. Banda, a third-team 
All-Big Ten selection in 2012, owns 165 career starts. 

Classmate Courtney Breault is also back, after starting at second base in her first 
year at Nebraska in 2012. A second-team All-Big Ten selection last spring, Breault has 
started 141 career games, including 95 games at the University of Arkansas her freshman 
and sophomore seasons. Sophomore Mattie Fowler started all 55 games as a freshman 
last season, primarily at shortstop, although she is still recovering from offseason knee 
surgery.

Behind the plate, junior Taylor Edwards returns after two straight seasons as Nebraska's 
starting catcher. The only All-America catcher in school history, Edwards has made 108 
starts in her career, while catching an all-conference and all-region pitcher in each of her 
first two seasons. Taylor's twin sister Tatum also returns for the Big Red. Tatum has made 
106 career starts, primarily as the designated player. A two-time all-conference honoree, 
Tatum is also Nebraska's only pitcher with collegiate experience, twice earning Big Ten 
pitcher-of-the-week honors last season.

Overall, the Huskers return 68 percent of their position starts from last season and 
68 percent of their total plate appearances from 2012. But while the offense brings back 
plenty of production from what have been two of the top offensive seasons in school 
history the last two years, Nebraska's pitching staff owns far less experience.

Tatum Edwards is the only Husker pitcher with collegiate experience, as she has made 
35 appearances and 25 starts over her first two seasons. Edwards owns a 16-5 career 
record with a 2.69 ERA. The hard-throwing right-hander with a devastating changeup has 
the ability to emerge as the Huskers' ace. Opponents have hit only .209 off Edwards in 
her career, with just 15 extra-base hits in 484 career at bats. While she has proven hard 
to hit, Edwards has been hurt by a lack of control. She has walked 62 batters and hit 29 in 
only 130.0 career innings.

Freshman right-hander Emily Lockman is also expected to see extensive action in the 
circle this spring. The 2012 California Gatorade Player of the Year and first-team high 
school All-American is a poised and mature freshman, traits that should benefit her as she 

takes on the challenge of being a key contributor as a freshman pitcher.
Aiding the development of the pitching staff should be the strength of the Husker 

offense, highlighted by the five returning all-conference hitters. Nebraska has posted the 
top two on-base percentages in school history the past two seasons, while recording 
the No. 1 (2011) and No. 3 (2012) slugging percentages. The Huskers' run totals the last 
two seasons also rank among the top-five marks in school history, despite fewer games 
played.

"Our offense should be very strong again this spring," Revelle said. "We feel really good 
about the strength of our lineup, top-to-bottom. We've scored a lot of runs the past few 
seasons, and we expect that to continue this year.

"Having a strong offense will also benefit our pitching staff. If our offense can produce 
to its potential, it will take a lot of pressure off the pitching staff, especially early in 
the season. We feel good about the potential of our pitchers, but their early-season 
development will be a key toward positioning ourselves to meet our season goals."

Revelle also noted that the Huskers are more athletic this season, something that 
should help the defense behind the pitchers.

"We've relied a lot on the strikeout the past few seasons, but that may not be the case 
this season," she said. "We want our pitchers to be around the plate and when you're 
throwing strikes and pitching to contact, the ball is going to be put in play. We struggled 
a bit defensively last year, but our range is better than it has been and that should lead to 
extra outs we may not have gotten last year."

The extra outs and improved defense could be a huge key for Nebraska. Last season, 
the Huskers posted their lowest fielding percentage in 15 years, while allowing almost one 
unearned run per game. Unearned runs provided the winning margin in six of Nebraska's 
22 losses last season, and six more wins likely would have gotten the Huskers into the 
NCAA Tournament, a standard program expectation.

Speaking of program expectations, Revelle expects this spring of "new beginnings" to 
produce familiar results.

"The expectations for this program are to compete for a conference title and play in the 
postseason," Revelle said. "We expect that at the beginning of every season, and this year 
is no different. We have some challenges to overcome, but that's true of any season. We 
have the pieces necessary for a successful season. 

"Now it's just about coming together as one team with one dream."

the	pItchIng	staff
Nebraska will feature a three-pitcher staff in 2013 in junior Tatum Edwards and 

freshmen Danica Bishop and Emily Lockman. Edwards is the only pitcher with collegiate 
experience, as she has appeared in 35 games the past two seasons. Despite its relative 
inexperience in the circle, Nebraska is hoping to produce an all-conference pitcher for the 
third straight season this spring and for the 15th time in the past 17 seasons.

As the only pitcher on the staff with Division I experience, Edwards will be counted 
on to throw significant innings for Nebraska in 2013, in addition to providing leadership 
for the Huskers' freshmen pitchers. Through two seasons as Nebraska's No. 2 pitcher, 
Edwards has compiled a 16-5 record with a 2.69 ERA. She was undefeated with a perfect 
7-0 record her freshman season, before taking on an increased role as a sophomore, when 
she started 10 of Nebraska's 23 Big Ten Conference games. In 2012, Edwards was 9-5 with 
a 2.88 ERA, but the right-hander has shown the ability to post better numbers.

Last spring, Edwards was twice named Big Ten Pitcher of the Week, while she allowed 
one earned run or less in five of her final seven Big Ten starts. Overall, Edwards allowed 
one earned run or less in 13 of her 19 appearances as a sophomore. Her focus during the 
offseason has been improving her control, as walks and hit batters have been her biggest 
problem through two seasons. When she consistently throws strikes, opponents have had 
a hard time hitting Edwards. Opponents own a paltry .209 career batting average against 
Edwards, and they have produced only five home runs and just 15 extra-base hits in 484 at 
bats against the right-hander. In addition to working on her control, Edwards has focused 
on executing all of her pitches in any count.

Edwards also brings a big bat to the Husker lineup, a big reason why she has earned 
all-conference honors in each of her first two seasons. Edwards is expected to be in the 
lineup when she pitches, where she will bat in the middle of the Husker order for the third 
straight season. 

A native of Corona, Calif., Lockman is expected to share the majority of the innings with 
Edwards, as Nebraska will primarily rely on the two right-handers in 2013. Although only 
a freshman, Lockman brings impressive credentials to Lincoln. After leading Norco High 
School to a CIF Southern Section championship and a No. 1 national ranking last spring, 
Lockman earned first-team high school All-America honors and was named the California 
Gatorade Player of the Year and California Ms. Softball.

2013 nebraska season preview
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Ranked as the nation's No. 30 recruit by ESPN, Lockman dominated hitters in talent-rich 
Southern California during her prep career. She posted a 74-19 career record with a 0.89 
ERA at Norco. Lockman spent her first season pitching behind Teagan Gerhart, a three-
time All-Pac-12 performer who enters her senior season at Stanford this spring. Lockman 
moved into the role of Norco's ace as a sophomore and emerged as California's top pitcher 
by her senior season. As a senior, Lockman posted a 31-2 record with a 0.35 ERA. She 
allowed just 11 earned runs in 220.0 innings, while striking out 145 and walking only 11. 
Lockman recorded more shutouts (21) than walks, breaking Gerhart's school record.

A poised pitcher, Lockman attacks hitters with tremendous control. She posted a 
strikeout-to-walk ratio of nearly 5-to-1 during her high school career. During NU's fall 
season, Lockman won all three of her starts, including a pair of complete-game victories.

Rounding out the staff is Bishop, a native of Irvine, Calif. Bishop is expected to see 
limited action this spring as she adjusts to the Division I level. A late find for the Huskers, 
Nebraska's coaching staff feels Bishop has the potential to be a key contributor in the 
future after a full season of development.

Bishop's high school development was slowed by a knee injury. An imposing presence 
in the circle, Bishop was healthy for her final season at Woodbridge High School in 2012, 
when she led the Warriors to their first playoff appearance in several seasons. Bishop won 
11 games and posted a 2.47 ERA in 150.1 innings as a senior, when opponents reached 
base only 29 percent of the time against her. Bishop began her development with a solid 
fall season for the Huskers, when she made three appearances in eight games, including 
throwing 2.0 scoreless innings of one-hit relief against South Dakota in her longest outing.

the	catchers
Nebraska's 2013 roster features a pair of talented catchers. Junior Taylor Edwards, 

the only catcher to earn All-America honors in school history, will be the Huskers' starter, 
while talented freshman Sammi Noland will earn spot starts behind the plate in addition to 
competing for playing time at other positions. Both catchers have the ability to contribute 
offensively, but each will also play a key role in developing Nebraska's inexperienced 
pitching staff both in practice and during games.

In her third season as the starter, Edwards has emerged as one of the nation's top 
catchers, as she is one of only four catchers nationally who has earned an All-America 
award. Edwards exploded onto the scene as a freshman in 2011, when she was a finalist 
for the USA Softball Player-of-the-Year award and earned third-team NFCA All-America 
honors. That season, Edwards batted .356 with 18 home runs, 67 RBIs, a .483 on-base 
percentage and a .738 slugging percentage, despite being plagued by back problems. 
Her 18 home runs were a Nebraska freshman record and ranked second overall in school 
history, while her 67 RBIs were a then-Big 12 Conference freshman record. Edwards, 
who also established an NCAA record with a home run in six consecutive games, ranked 
seventh nationally in RBIs and 13th nationally in home runs in 2011.

Edwards saw her numbers dip as a sophomore in 2012, when she batted .269 with 
12 doubles, five home runs and 38 RBIs. She produced lower numbers in part because 
teams elected to pitch around her, as Edwards tied the school record with 40 walks as 
a sophomore while posting a .443 on-base percentage. Despite a lower average and 
decreased power numbers, Edwards still came through in the clutch, producing 38 RBIs to 
move just outside the list of Nebraska's all-time top-10 RBI producers.

A native of Murrieta, Calif., Edwards appeared to regain her freshman form during 
Nebraska's eight-game fall schedule against Division I competition. In those eight games, 
Edwards homered five times and posted an on-base percentage over .500. Edwards will 
again bat in the middle of the Husker lineup this season, a spot where she averages nearly 
one RBI per game. Through only two seasons, Edwards ranks fourth in school history with 
a .603 career slugging percentage and seventh with 77 career walks. Her ability to get on 
base and produce runs again this season will be a key for Nebraska's success, especially 
considering the youth of the Husker pitching staff.

Defensively, Edwards will also play a prominent role. She possesses a strong arm that 
has limited the aggressiveness of opposing teams on the basepaths the past two seasons. 
She will also play a key role in the development of NU's young pitching staff, especially 
when she catches her twin sister Tatum.

Noland will likely see limited action behind the plate this spring as she learns from 
Edwards. Although she may not see extensive game action at catcher, Noland will spend 
countless hours helping develop Nebraska's young pitching staff during bullpen sessions 
during the year. Noland brings a winning attitude to her role, as she was a three-time 
Arizona state champion during her high school career and won the ASA Gold National 
Championship with the AZ Desert Thunder last summer.

One of two Tucson, Ariz., natives on Nebraska's 2013 roster, Noland also has the ability 
to contribute offensively. She batted .422 with 14 doubles, two home runs and 28 RBIs as 
a junior in high school, with a .487 on-base percentage and .618 slugging percentage. As a 

senior, Noland hit a grand slam to break a 4-4 tie in the state championship game en route 
to earning All-Southern Arizona and Arizona Division II first-team honors. During the fall, 
Noland reached base in better than 40 percent of her plate appearances.

In addition to her catching duties, Noland could also spend some time working in the 
Husker outfield.

the	InfIeld
 Nebraska's infield returns nearly intact from last season, having to replace only one 
player, two-year starting first baseman Ashley Guile. Despite the returning experience, an 
influx of young talent may give the Husker infield a new look this spring. Back following 
All-Big Ten seasons in 2012 are senior starters Gabby Banda and Courtney Breault. 
Sophomore Mattie Fowler also returns after starting every game as a freshman, but her 
status for at least the early portion of the schedule is in doubt following offseason knee 
surgery. Junior Kylee Muir also returns looking to win a starting job for the first time in her 
career, while talented freshmen Alicia Armstrong, Hailey Decker and Dawna Tyson enter 
the fold this spring with each player contending for a starting spot.
 Banda is the veteran on the infield, entering her fourth year as a starter on the left side.  
Her 166 career starts are the most of any Husker, and she is expected to start at third base, 
where she has made 103 starts in her career. Banda is suited perfectly for third because of 
her great reaction time and strong arm. She was the third-team All-Big Ten third baseman 
last spring, earning the first all-conference award of her career.
 A native of Angleton, Texas, Banda played her junior season with a knee brace 
protecting a torn ACL. Banda will wear the brace again this season, but don't expect 
it to slow her down after she put together a career season at the plate in 2012. In an 
outstanding junior campaign, Banda batted .352 with 62 hits, 14 doubles, four home runs 
and 30 RBIs. Those impressive totals came after she combined for a .233 average, 65 hits, 
16 doubles, four home runs and 26 RBIs in 111 career games entering last season. The 
offensive explosion was well timed, as Banda moved to the top of the Husker lineup as a 
junior. She did an excellent job setting the table by scoring 39 runs in 55 games, while also 
producing runs, as she led the Huskers with 90 total bases and 14 doubles and was second 
with a .511 slugging percentage.
 Banda was even better during conference play, batting .377 with seven doubles and 
a .422 on-base percentage in Big Ten games. Defensively, her three errors during the 
conference season were the fewest of any Big Ten starting third baseman. Although she 
is expected to see the majority of her time at third base, Banda could also be a candidate 
for playing time at shortstop, where she has earned 62 career starts.
 On the right side of the infield, Breault returns for her second season as a Husker after 
earning second-team All-Big Ten honors last year. Breault owns more than 100 career 
starts at second base including her two seasons at Arkansas. The Roseville, Calif., native 
earned 46 starts at second base for Nebraska in 2012, but this spring, Breault is most likely 
to earn playing time as the designated player with the emergence of Decker as Nebraska's 
probable starting second baseman.
 Breault has battled injuries the past two years that have limited her productivity. She 
had shoulder surgery in the summer of 2011, which hampered her abilities early in the 
2012 season. Once she began to regain her health, Breault flourished offensively and 
defensively the second half of last season. She hit .261 on the year with five home runs 
and 24 RBIs, but during Big Ten play, Breault batted .305 with four home runs and 15 RBIs. 
Defensively, Breault only committed four errors in Nebraska's 23 conference games.
 Rounding out the group of returning infield starters is Fowler, who started a team-high 
49 games at shortstop last year. Fowler is a candidate to again earn a starting spot this 
spring, depending on her health. She underwent offseason knee surgery in August and her 
availability for the first month of the season is unknown. The injury could limit Fowler's 
range this season, making her a candidate to move across the diamond and possibly 
compete for playing time at first base. Regardless of where she plays, Fowler is likely to 
be in the lineup, if healthy.
 As a freshman in 2012, Fowler batted .248 with five doubles, five home runs and 27 
RBIs. She came up with several clutch at bats for the Huskers, producing five game-
winning RBIs during Nebraska's 14-win Big Ten season. Fowler's five home runs tied 
for third on the team, and she drove in the game-winning run in two of the Huskers' 
three extra-innings victories in 2012, while scoring the game-winning run in the third. 
Defensively, Fowler committed only 13 errors in her 55 total starts.
 Likely to battle for the starting first base job is Muir, the final returning letterwinner 
on the infield. Muir is poised to crack the lineup in her fourth season with the Husker 
program. She boasts the most experience of any Husker at first base, having practiced at 
the spot each of her four seasons.
 A native of Portland, Ore., Muir is best known for her power-hitting ability. Although 
she earned only 15 at bats the past two seasons behind Guile, an all-conference first 
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baseman, Muir boasts plenty of offensive potential. Her potent bat has been on display as 
she's seen consistent at bats the past two fall seasons, when she has homered six times 
in fewer than 30 at bats. Muir's ability with her bat will ultimately determine how much 
she plays, and she is also a candidate to be NU's designated player.
 Armstrong will be thrown into the fire as she will open the season as Nebraska's 
starting shortstop with Fowler limited due to her injury. Following an outstanding high 
school career, Armstrong impressed the coaches enough during the fall to give her a 
chance to be Nebraska's starting shortstop. Armstrong's natural athleticism translates 
into great range at short, and she also possesses a good glove.
 The lone Nebraska native among the Huskers' seven-player freshman class, Armstrong 
is just beginning to tap into her softball potential. She was an all-state selection in three 
sports as a senior for Beatrice High School, before focusing on softball exclusively for the 
first time last fall. Armstrong's .514 career batting average was a state record and her 20 
home runs and 153 runs scored were both Class B career records. She hit a state-record 
.690 as a senior, when she was named the Nebraska Gatorade Player of the Year.
 The Huskers are likely to feature a pair of freshmen up the middle, as Decker is the 
leading candidate to start at second base, despite Breault returning as the 2012 second-
team All-Big Ten second baseman. One of the youngest players invited to try out for the 
U.S. Junior National team in 2010, Decker was named Oregon's Offensive Player of the 
Year following both her junior and senior seasons. In her four-year career for McNary High 
School in Keizer, Ore., Decker batted .599 with 43 doubles, 27 home runs and 150 RBIs. 
She reached base in nearly 70 percent of her career plate appearances and stole 50 bases.
 During the fall, Decker was one of four Huskers to hit a home run, and she had at least 
one hit in six of Nebraska's eight fall games. She will be counted on to produce runs while 
likely batting sixth or seventh in the Husker order. Defensively, Decker is a natural second 
baseman. She has great range at second and is a smooth fielder with the glove.
 The third freshman competing for a starting spot on the infield is Tyson, who joins two 
of her older sisters as a Division I softball player. Tyson arrived at Nebraska known for her 
offense, but she impressed the coaching staff not only with her bat, but with her ability to 
play first base during the fall season. In the fall, Tyson batted around .300 and put herself 
into contention to win the starting first base job this spring.
 In high school, Tyson was one of the top hitters in Southern California. While leading 
Corona High School to a runner-up finish at the 2010 CIF Southern Section playoffs, Tyson 
batted .341 with 23 RBIs. She earned all-league accolades each of her four seasons and 
was a two-time All-CIF Southern Section Division I honoree.

the	outfIeld
Nebraska must replace two of its three starting outfielders from the 2012 season. 

Returning to anchor the outfield is senior Brooke Thomason, a two-time all-conference 
selection in right field. Classmate Megan Southworth and sophomore Jordan Bettiol also 
return having earned starting experience in their careers, while freshman Kiki Stokes is 
likely to immediately earn the starting spot in center.

A native of Overland Park, Kan., Thomason has put together three outstanding seasons 
heading into her senior year this spring. A two-time all-conference selection and 2010 
NFCA All-Midwest Region honoree, Thomason owns a .322 career batting average, and 
she is one of only five players in school history to post a .300 batting average each of her 
first three seasons. In addition to consistently hitting for a high average, Thomason can 
also hit for power. She ranks sixth in school history with a .556 career slugging percentage 
and is eighth in RBIs (119) and home runs (26).

Thomason has been a middle-of-the-order hitter since she set foot on campus, and 
she will again be counted on to drive in runs in the middle of the lineup this season, most 
likely as the No. 4 hitter. Fueled by a school-record two grand slams in 2012, Thomason 
produced 47 RBIs, the highest total ever by a Husker junior. The only player to homer at 
least seven times in each of her first three seasons, Thomason's consistency will also 
allow her to provide valuable leadership for a Husker team with seven freshmen among 
its 16 players.

Defensively, Thomason is a solid right fielder with natural instincts and a solid arm. 
She owns nine outfield assists in her career and has committed only seven errors in more 
than 160 games.

Southworth will also be called upon to provide leadership in her senior season, in 
addition to competing for playing time in left field. Although she appeared in only 19 
games last season and earned just two starts, Southworth owns the most experience of 
any Husker outfielder other than Thomason. As a sophomore in 2011, Southworth started 
a team-high 28 games in left field. In her career, Southworth has started 48 games, 
posting a .250 batting average with seven doubles, 10 RBIs, 17 runs scored and 11 walks.

A team player, Southworth could also fill a key role off the bench this season. She has 
been Nebraska's top pinch hitter each of the past three seasons. Southworth was 3-for-9 

as a pinch hitter last season, and she owns eight career pinch hits, while the rest of the 
Husker roster has combined for only two career pinch hits.

Bettiol will compete with Southworth for the starting spot in left field. As a freshman 
last season, the talented Bettiol earned 20 total starts, including 18 in the outfield. 
Bettiol is the only Husker who has started games in left field, center field and right field. 
Her speed and aggressiveness allow her to cover tremendous ground regardless of her 
position.

Offensively, Bettiol posted a solid .267 batting average as a freshman while focusing 
solely on softball for the first time in her life. She produced 12 hits on the season, including 
one double, while scoring 17 runs and driving in five. Bettiol is a likely candidate to bat at 
the bottom of the Husker order, where she will be expected to get on base and turn the 
order over. She excelled in that role last year, posting a .389 on-base percentage.

The lone newcomer to the outfield, Stokes' speed and instincts make her a natural 
center fielder. She is expected to start in center and bat leadoff, a role she filled 
exceptionally well for four years at Olathe (Kan.) East High School. Stokes batted .603 
in her high school career, a school record for a program that has produced more than 40 
scholarship softball players at the collegiate level. Stokes also set school career records 
for hits (81), runs scored (163) and stolen bases (87).

A speedy slapper, Stokes is an ideal candidate to bat leadoff. A three-time NFCA High 
School All-American, Stokes' speed and aggressiveness stress the defense. Her ability to 
get on base from the leadoff spot also gives Nebraska's RBI producers a chance to drive in 
more runs. During Nebraska's eight-game fall season against Division I opponents, Stokes 
proved there's no substitute for speed as she batted better than .400 and reached base in 
nearly 50 percent of her plate appearances.

Freshman Sammi Noland, the Huskers' backup catcher, could also work some in the 
outfield this season. With a young pitching staff, Noland's practice time in the outfield 
would be limited, but her ability with the bat could make her an option in the outfield.

desIgnated	player
Designated player will be an interesting position for Nebraska this spring. In addition to 

plenty of talented competition for the spot, the designated player role could be diminished 
this season as junior Tatum Edwards will bat for herself on days when she pitches. In an 
effort to field its best possible batting order, the coaching staff may consider not having a 
designated player when Edwards pitches or may choose to have the designated player bat 
for one of the eight other position players.

When she's not pitching, Edwards is the top candidate to be Nebraska's starting 
designated player, a role she's filled the past two seasons while earning all-conference 
accolades each year. Edwards owns a .293 career batting average with 21 home runs and 
80 RBIs. Her .548 slugging percentage ranks seventh in school history, and the junior will 
likely move into Nebraska's all-time top-10 in home runs and RBIs this spring.

Edwards has hit in the middle of the Husker lineup each of her first two seasons and 
is expected to do so again this spring. She showed more consistency at the plate in 
2012, raising her batting average .016 while more than doubling her walk total from her 
freshman season and cutting her strikeouts nearly in half.

Senior Courtney Breault, junior Kylee Muir and freshman Dawna Tyson are also 
candidates to earn at bats as the designated player, especially if the coaches elect to 
utilize the position when Edwards is in the circle. Breault was a second-team All-Big 
Ten selection last season when she batted .305 with four home runs and 15 RBIs in 23 
conference games. Overall, Breault batted .261 last year, and she is a .269 career hitter 
with 14 home runs and 75 RBIs.

Both Muir and Tyson have limited Division I experience, but both have tremendous 
ability with the bat. Muir has earned only 14 at bats in her career - producing a pair of 
RBIs - but she has shown the ability to hit when given a consistent opportunity during the 
fall season. Muir has hit six home runs in less than 30 at bats, while batting over .400 over 
Nebraska's 16-game fall schedule the past two years.

Tyson is a talented freshman who is making it hard on the coaches to keep her off 
the field. In addition to being a candidate to start at first base along with Muir, Tyson is 
likely to earn at bats with the Huskers in 2013 in some role. Tyson was a two-time All-
CIF selection in talent-rich southern California, and she earned prestigious invites to the 
adidas Futures Top-100 and the West Coast All-Stars National Elite-64 Futures camps. 
Tyson posted a batting average around .300 during Nebraska's fall season.


