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Press Conference Quotes – Head Coach Tanya Warren 
On the preparation for the Nebraska game: 
“Our approach is the same as it has been all year long. We talked in single days at the University of Northern Iowa. Our approach has 
been that Nebraska is a very good team, Connie (Yori) has done a great job, they defend extremely well, they are very offensively 
efficient. We are going to have to play with a lot of poise, and if we can play fearless instead of fearful, anything can happen. That has 
been our approach in practice in terms of what we do best. That is what we will try to do tomorrow.” 
 
On playing with Nebraska Head Coach Connie Yori: 
“It was a long time ago. Connie was very competitive, extremely competitive. She made the game a lot easier. She made those around 
her better, and could score in a variety of ways. I have said all along that Connie was way ahead of her time, in terms of the way she 
played the game. She would have fit into today’s female athlete in terms of her athleticism. She was a remarkable athlete.” 
 
On if she saw Connie Yori as a future coach: 
“No question. She was always telling everyone what to do.” 
 
On if it is extra special in her first NCAA Tournament game to coach against Connie Yori: 
“There are so many storylines. When you look at how we got here, in having to beat Creighton and the history there. Then we are 
actually sitting around waiting for the selections and Nebraska pops up. Connie and I have known each other since seventh grade. 
There is also the story line with the year that Connie has had, and this being our first time in the NCAA Tournament. To me, it 
couldn’t be more fitting than us playing Nebraska in our first NCAA Tournament appearance. “ 
 
On whether it was a surprise to win the Missouri Valley Conference Tournament: 
“No, it really wasn’t. We have been playing pretty good basketball the last half of our non-conference schedule. Where it really turned 
around for us was probably late January, when we played Drake on the road and won in Des Moines. Then we played really well at 
Creighton and were up by 18 before losing the lead. We learned some lessons from that game, when we could have easily ducked our 
heads. You know what, give a lot of credit to our young women. They took the lessons from that Creighton game, continued to come 
to work every single day, believed in the system, each other and the coaching staff. Some things started to turn around in terms of we 
got into a very good offensive rhythm, we rebounded the basketball well and we defended well. I was not at all surprised that we were 
playing pretty good basketball at St. Charles last weekend.” 
 
On if she talked to the Creighton coaching staff in preparation for this week: 
“We watched the film on the Creighton-Nebraska game, but we did not talk to Creighton. As it was announced who were playing, my 
coaching staff, who has done a tremendous job, went to work on the phones. We started getting video in and we have been watching 
Nebraska ever since. We have a pretty good feel. I have watched Nebraska throughout the course of the year, and we have a pretty 
good feel for what they do and how they do things. I can’t put into words the year Connie (Yori) has had and what her and her staff 
have accomplished. We are looking forward to this; it is a great opportunity for our program.” 
 
On how you game plan and prepare for a player like Nebraska's Kelsey Griffin: 
“There is no question, she literally is one of the best in the country. You are not going to stop her. Great players make great plays, and 
she has done it all season long. You just have to frustrate her a little bit, and make her do things she is not comfortable (doing) or does 
not like to do. It is not about stopping just her. They are a very good basketball team with a lot of very good players. You have to be 
able to pick your poison. They are more than just Kelsey Griffin. She leads them, but that is a very good basketball team.” 
 
On how to defend Nebraska: 
“You have to pick your poison – try to keep them off balance and really just try to mix things up and not let them see what is coming 
on a consistent basis. As much as it is about stopping them, we also have to take care of the basketball on offense and play with some 
poise. Nebraska thrives off of turnovers, and they are very good in transition. We have to try to limit their transition baskets and try to 
make them play a little more of a half-court game.” 
 
On the comfort of having an all-conference point guard to handle Nebraska’s defensive pressure: 
“Don’t get me wrong, we are a very good basketball team as well. Jacqui (Kalen) has had a great year, a lot of kids have stepped up 
for us. I think one of our strengths is our bench. It has played extremely well. At times, we do have two point guards on the floor. You 
will see that hold true tomorrow. Our bigs can also bring the ball up the court. We have a variety of kids that can bring the basketball 
up the court for us, and we will absolutely use that tomorrow.”  
 
On how big this opportunity is for the program: 



“You know, it is still sinking in. This is so much bigger than me and this team. Tony DiCecco started to lay the foundation 15 years 
ago. Prior players and coaches, I think everyone has played a part. What these young women accomplished last weekend has set a 
high mark, a mark that we talked about three years ago when our staff took over this program. It is a mark that means a lot to this 
university, means a lot to our program. Our kids and I can’t tell the doors it opens up for us recruiting-wise and all of those things. It is 
a huge step for our program.” 
 
On the pride she has in having played with Connie Yori and seeing what she has done with the Nebraska program: 
“Absolutely, I have a lot of respect for Connie as a person, as a coach. Obviously, she coached me my last year at Creighton. I have 
watched her career, and had already planned on picking her brain this summer. I am intrigued with how they defend, and a lot of 
things they do. Again, we are not in any way in awe of them. We respect them, and we are going to do everything we can to make this 
a very competitive game. Jackie said it best that it is called 'March Madness' for a reason, but we have taken great notice of what 
Nebraska has done and the great year they have had.” 
 
On the perception of black coaches in terms of on recruiting and strategy: 
“I think that is a perception that might be out there. It doesn’t matter who you are, if you are given the opportunity to be in a program 
where you have been allowed to do a little bit of everything – which is an opportunity I was given at Northern (Iowa) 16 years ago. I 
also had an opportunity to go to Missouri, where not only was I the recruiting coordinator, but I was allowed to the 'Xs and Os' part of 
it, which better prepared me for this opportunity. So for me, I have been in two very good systems – a very good system at Creighton 
as an associate head coach where I got to do a little of everything. That has prepared for this moment as the head coach at Northern 
Iowa. I think it is the system and what you are allowed to do, but that is perception in my opinion.”  
 
Press Conference Quotes – Guard Jacqui Kalin 
On playing at Minnesota's Williams Arena: 
“We haven’t been out on the court yet, so we haven’t seen that. Some of our girls played here a few years ago, so they were telling us 
how cool it is and what it’s like. Just to be here, it’s a great feeling. It’s been a great experience so far. We’re all having a great time. 
At the same time, we’re very focused and locked in. We’re all just really excited.” 
 
On facing Nebraska's defensive pressure: 
“We know they’re a very good basketball team and they’ve had as much success as they’ve had this year because of their defense. 
They’re a very aggressive team, but we’ve been preparing for that this week. We know that it will be about our abilities to be strong 
and be confident with the ball. They’re very good defenders, but as long as we have poise throughout the entire game, we’ll definitely 
be able to hang in there.” 
 
On if there is any ‘awe factor' watching Nebraska on tape: 
“They are, no doubt, a very impressive team, but at the same time, they’re just up the street from us. They’re a very, very good 
basketball team, but we know a few of their players. They’re a very good basketball team, but at the same time they’re kids just like 
we are. That’s why we play the game. They do the same things we do off the court, so it makes it fun when you look at it that way. 
And it’s just a great opportunity.” 
 
On what this past week of practice has been like: 
“I think it’s important to remember that a lot of people have these goals, and you never know when the opportunity is going to come 
around again. So you just have to seize every moment, every day when you come to practice, you have to just give it everything you 
have because you just never know. We were fortunate enough to get this opportunity. We were playing really good basketball towards 
the end of the year and we have bright hopes for the future, but at the same time you never know what could happen the next day. So 
we’ve really been coming to practice each day with the mindset that this is our chance and our opportunity, and just give it everything 
you have.” 
 
On knowing that a No. 16 seed has beaten a No. 1 seed (Harvard over Stanford in 1998): 
“We actually watched a little bit of it on the bus on the way up. It was really fun. We watched the last eight minutes of it and you 
know, anything is possible. It’s March Madness. That’s why March Madness is so awesome. It’s a fun time of year. That Harvard-
Stanford game just gives you the knowledge (that) it is possible, nothing’s impossible. That’s why we play the games.” 
   

 



Press Conference Quotes – Guard Lizzie Boeck 
On her impressions of Nebraska: 
“Obviously they’re a very good team, they’re No. 1-ranked (in the region). We’re going to do our best to compete with them. We’ve 
got a good game plan from our coaches, so we’re going to do our best to lock into that and just focus on our defense and do what we 
can.” 
 
On facing a player like Nebraska's Kelsey Griffin: 
“It’s pretty exciting. I see it as a challenge, I think we all do. It’s going to be a good experience for us. We’re going to do our best to 
defend her, just to defend all their players. It’s going to be a good opportunity for us.  We’re just going to do our best to compete with 
them.” 
 
On if there is any 'awe factor' watching Nebraska: 
“They’re a very good team, and I mean they’re just like any one of us. It’s going to be a good opportunity for us, I think.”  
 
On what worked well in the Missouri Valley Conference Tournament: 
“I think we just really locked into the defensive part of the game and honestly, teamwork won us that tournament. I think we all just 
clicked. Everybody played to their roles, we got some great minutes from our bench, I think just all-around effort from everybody.  
Everybody believed in what they could do and they believed in each other, and I think we just really locked into the game plan.” 
 
On the demeanor of the team in practice: 
“I think it’s been like any other practice where we’re just trying to lock in, be focused, lock into (the) characteristics of Nebraska. I 
think we’ve had very good approaches to practice this week, and we’re going to continue that today.” 
 

Press Conference Quotes – Forward Erin Brocka 
On defending a team with so many weapons: 
“We’re really going to lock in with it as a team. It’s going to be a team effort to defend all their players. I think that’s one big thing 
that we’re going to have to do, is trust all our teammates and I think that we do have that trust in each other, and just know that 
everybody is going to be able to step up and guard whoever we’re put on for (in) the game.” 
 
On the feeling of making the NCAA Tournament: 
“It’s definitely always been a goal of ours, just to make it here. At the beginning of the season, it was a little rocky for us and as we 
started getting closer and closer to our conference tournament we were all like, 'This is definitely an attainable goal for us.'  It was just 
a great feeling. Our coaches weren’t like, ‘OK, immediately turn to Nebraska.' They said until Monday to just enjoy this for a few 
days. Once we got our seeding, we turned our attention to Nebraska.” 
 
Locker Room Quotes – Forward Kim Wypiszynski 
On playing a No. 1 seed: 
“We are just going to go out there and be really aggressive and play our game that we have been playing all year. We are just excited 
to be here and go out there and have a lot of spirit.” 
 
On playing Nebraska: 
“I think we are just focusing on really being the aggressor in the game, and just competing like we know that we can compete.” 
 
On the win over Creighton in the Missouri Valley Conference Tournament: 
“It was very exciting, the game went down right to the end and it was a really good team win for us. We played very aggressive, we 
had a great defensive game, and offensively it was going our way too. We hit some big shots in the end. … It gives us a lot of 
momentum. We beat the No. 1 seed and the No. 2 seed in our tournament, so that was really big momentum for us. We think that is 
really going to help us in the (NCAA) tournament.” 
 
On beating the No. 1 seed in the Missouri Valley Tournament: 
“It gives our team a lot more confidence, just knowing we can compete with high-level teams.” 
 
On returning 13 letterwinners: 
“Experience plays a big role, especially in our conference tournament this year. I think experience in going to help us mentally and 
physically. … The leadership that we have on the team this year is great. I think that is why we are so successful and I think it (will) 
carry over with our experience in the game tomorrow.” 
 

 



Locker Room Quotes – Guard K.K. Armstrong 
On playing the No. 1 seed in the region: 
“It’s a crazy thought, but in the end, I think we can come out with a 'W' if we just put our hearts together and just come out and play 
how we know how to play, and execute on defense and offense.” 
 
On playing Nebraska: 
“Basically defense. If we have the right mindset that we can get it done and stop their good players, their (Big 12) Player of the Year 
(Kelsey Griffin) and all that, and just get it done on 'D,'then we can come out with a 'W'.” 
 
On upsetting Creighton to win the Missouri Valley Conference Tournament title: 
“It was just a big game. It was just speechless. We just came out and played defense and stopped their top scorers, and just got it 
done.” 
 
On upsetting the No. 1 and No. 2 seeds in the conference tournament 
“I think it is just uplifting, just knowing that we got it done and just knowing that we can do it.” 
 
On returning a lot of players: 
“It’s a lot different than last year, because last year we had lots of younger people. This year, we have seniors and leadership and we 
just know how to get it done on the floor. Experience is just key.” 
 
On the day before the game: 
“Just going out there and having a good practice and thinking Nebraska because we have them tomorrow.” 
 

Locker Room Quotes – Guard Nicole Clausen 
On the mindset the day before playing a No. 1 seed: 
“We are just going to take it as it’s another game. The next game is always a big game, so we are just going to treat it like another 
game.” 
 
On playing Nebraska: 
“They have a good 'inside-out' game, so we are just going to play our game and that’s all we can really do.” 
 
On upsetting the No. 1 and No. 2 seeds in the conference tournament 
“We have a lot of confidence going in right now. Everyone is just relaxed and having fun and just going to take it one day at a time.” 
 
On the conference tournament championship game 
“Oh, my gosh. I don’t even think words can describe it. I think a lot of people we counting us out, but we are a really good team and 
we have a lot to show.” 
 
On being a senior leader: 
“Being able to lead on and off the floor is a big key, especially academically – just to be able to show, as seniors, getting above a 3.5 
(GPA) and it will go on down to them (underclassmen). And showing how to have fun, I think sometimes everyone gets lost in having 
to work hard all the time, but having fun is a big part.” 
 
On having an older team in the postseason: 
“This is our first postseason tournament other than the conference tournament, so I think it is a new experience for everybody, and we 
are just going to treat it like another game.” 


