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Press Conference Quotes – Head Coach Nikki Caldwell 
On UCLA’s number of defenses: 
“I think that’s correct. To our advantage is that we played in the Pac-10 championship, that we’ve had one day to practice between 
games. We are going to be counting on that carrying over into tomorrow’s game. We run a lot of defensive looks. Sometimes I don’t 
recognize what we’re in, but as long as they are putting that second effort there. There are times when we have a couple players in 
man and a couple in zone and we call that our “mone” defense. Man and zone mixed together. And sometimes that defensive pressure 
works out for us. I like that this group is able to switch it up. I think it’s fun for them. It doesn’t get old. They love getting into passing 
lanes, trapping, extending our defense 94 feet, bringing it back three-quarter, half-court. It’s a way to keep your opponent guessing 
and a way for us to be disruptive. We have really bought into that concept.” 
 
On Nebraska: 
“A big advantage is (Kelsey) Griffin, obviously. She is someone who should be an All-American, potentially the Player of the Year. 
That’s a whole advantage when you have a player of her caliber who make people around her better. They have a balanced attack and 
an ability to extend you defensively. Their post game can shoot the three and put it on the floor – very similar to our post play in 
regards to their versatility. They have guards that can knock down shots. I think (Yvonne) Turner has been really key for them in 
establishing that running game and is someone who can shoot the 'three' or take it off the bounce.  That balanced attack with their 
inside and outside play is key for them.” 
 
On what she learned from the Stanford games: 
“The one thing that I hope that they have learned from the Stanford games is that you have to play 40 minutes. Even looking at our 
game last night, I felt we didn’t play 40 minutes like we needed to, maybe 23-24 minutes. Against Nebraska, you can’t dig yourselves 
a hole. We’ve done that in the past where we had to fight our way out. Stanford at home it came down to a last-second shot that could 
have taken it to overtime. That’s the main lesson I hope they have learned, that you have to bring it for 40 minutes against quality 
teams who know how to score the basketball and disrupt you defensively.” 
 
On her background and history in the NCAA Tournament: 
“I have been very fortunate to have the opportunity to play for Coach (Pat) Summitt and going in as a rookie we won a national 
championship in 1991 – yeah, I know I don’t look that old – but I thought the experience as a player has helped me as a coach. I 
started at Virginia and we were in the NCAA Tournament every year. I’ve been very fortunate to experience March Madness as a 
(assistant) coach, as a player and now as a head coach. The experience I try to share with the team, because none of them had been to 
postseason. I want them to see my vision so it becomes our vision. This journey is about all of taking this journey together and making 
sure we are on the same page on what postseason basketball means. This group has been a special group. They deserve to be here. 
They have worked extremely hard and the staff has done an unbelievable job in preparation and skill development. Right now, I’m 
very proud for them at this moment.” 
 
On UCLA’s different defenses: 
“When I first got here, we were really a man-to-man team, but we still extended our defense. This year, we play a lot more of our 
match-up. That has a lot more to do with our personnel; we run every player at every position in our match-up. So, you may see 
(Markel) Walker on top of the zone, or Christina (Nzekwe) at the top of the zone. The ability to move people around is key for us. It 
doesn’t pigeon-hole us to run just traditional defensive schemes. I do believe they enjoy it. As with anybody, when you enjoy 
something, you believe in it, it’s more effective.” 
 
On where is UCLA as a program in her second year and what it would mean to the program beating an elite team: 
“I definitely think we are a program on the rise. This year, finishing second in the Pac-10, when you look at the competition that is 
there in USC, Arizona State, Cal, Oregon; it’s a great accomplishment for this team is such a short period of time. I think we are on 
the rise as far as being seen nationally and also the Pac-10 being recognized nationally. When you look at progress, you always want 
to be moving in a positive direction. I feel this program is doing that.” 
 
On Nebraska as a No. 1 seed feeling as if its season judged by how far they go in NCAAs: 
“When you are at a program like Tennessee, (Pat) Summitt would be mad if we weren’t an overall No. 1. The program was definitely 
going to be a No. 1 (seed), but she wouldn’t be happy with just that. That was just her and how she viewed March Madness. I’m not 
sure how Nebraska is feeling since this is new to them, but it’s definitely a great accomplishment for their program and for what they 
have been able to do this year.  
 
 



On not making the NCAAs last year: 
“It was a huge wake-up call to myself, our staff and this team. We took that as a challenge to make sure in our power to put ourselves 
in the position to be where we are today and we’ve done that. You can look at the men’s game and see that the top seeds are getting 
upset left and right, and in the women’s game, you have the same thing. There is so much more parity that is coming into the game. 
You don’t have your typical powerhouse programs as your No. 1s. You have your Connecticut, Tennessee and Stanford, but you don’t 
have the Rutgers or LSUs. You’re getting new faces going deep into the NCAA Tournament.” 
 
On her attraction to come to UCLA: 
“UCLA is known not only nationally, but internationally. Coach (John) Wooden – there’s not much you can’t say about what he has 
meant to sports, not just the game of basketball. Being able to practice and play in historic Pauley Pavilion, you can’t get better than 
that. When I thought about UCLA, the first word that came to mind is greatness. I have the opportunity every day to be around it -- 
whether it was a (Kelly) Inouye-Perez in softball or Valerie (Kondos Field) in gymnastics with five national championships, or Coach 
Wooden with his – greatness is just oozing around us. But I’m also very familiar with that since I feel that Coach Summitt is one of 
the greatest coaches to ever coach the women’s game. It is a privilege to be in such a prestigious program, not only from a basketball 
or sports, athletic side but also from an academic side with these student-athletes being able to compete nationally and be on the honor 
roll at UCLA. I’ve very proud to be a Bruin.” 
 
On talking with John Wooden on her team’s style of play: 
“The last time I visited with Coach Wooden was at a gymnastics meet. The one word that really stuck with me was balance. He talked 
strongly about being on balance, playing on balance, but most importantly having balance in your life. It’s interesting because he 
brings everything back to you as a person and how you live your life, not necessarily the Xs and Os of the game. That is something we 
take. We want a balanced attack, we want to be balanced defensively, we want to be balanced on the boards, but most importantly we 
want to be balanced as people.” 
 
Press Conference Quotes – Guard Erica Tukiainen 
On what she has learned from previous big games this season: 
“When we start off with energy and when we come out and execute our game plan and do the details that coaches tell us, that is when 
we at our best. When we execute, have fun, and we play hard.” 
 
On playing against tough competition: 
“I think it is going to be a perfect game for us as underdogs. We like to play hard and we like to scramble; that is what we are about. 
We are going to go out there and perform and play hard. We just need to stick to our game plan.” 
 
On the short turnaround between playing games: 
“I think with how our practices work, we are pretty much used to it. In the Pac-10 Conference, you have two games in a row on the 
road, so you have to get prepared right away. In the Pac-10 Tournament, we played three games in a row, so we know how to prepare 
for it. The other part of it is mental and that requires us as individuals to know what we need to do to do our best. Obviously the effort 
is going to come in this tournament, because everyone is pumped and excited. So everyone is going to have the extra energy. The 
coaches have done a great job getting us ready. We have the trainers getting us ready. We will be ready to play.” 
 
On maintaining the second half momentum from yesterday: 
“We kind of have a feel of how the crowd feels and how the coaches are there and the court feels different, but we are used to it. Now 
we understand those factors are there, so we just need to focus and play our game and we can control the outcome of the game. We 
can play our game and do our best.” 
 
On what a victory tomorrow would mean: 
“We talked about that in the locker room. We haven’t had a full game where we played 40 minutes. We talk about winning each four-
minute segment. We haven’t done that consistently. Yes, we want to win, but we really want to feel good about our performance. We 
are not satisfied at this point. We are getting better. Tomorrow will mean a lot for us. – to try and come out and play hard and have 
fun.” 
 

Press Conference Quotes – Forward Jasmine Dixon 
On what she has learned from previous big games this season: 
“Just start off from the beginning, and that allows us to get off to a large lead. Instead of starting off slow and trailing.” 
 
On the short turnaround in between playing games: 
“It will be an advantage because we have less time to lose focus. It’s like we play a game, then we are right back in the gym for 
practice, and then we play again the next day. So our focus is still there. We are just ready to get after it and go. We really don’t have 
time to lose focus.” 
 
 



On maintaining the second-half momentum from yesterday: 
“We will need to watch film on how we came out and try not to come out that way again. Basically, it is just mental. Just talk to one 
another and explain to teammates (that) we need to come out this game the way we played in the second half (on Sunday). We need to 
combine to 20 minutes and play a full 40 minutes.” 
 
On what a victory tomorrow would mean: 
“For the game tomorrow, a win in that game would definitely put us on the map. As far as this year, we have been the underdog and 
we continue to be the underdog because we haven’t beaten the high-ranked opponent. Like Erica (Tukiainen) said, if we come out and 
play our ball for 40 minutes and win every four-minute segment, we could come out with a win.” 
 
On transferring to UCLA: 
“Making the transition so early, most players they won’t stick it out. But for me, I made it within the five-game period and I was glad I 
chose UCLA, actually. I had to sit out and the rest of that year was hard. But now, it was worth it to sit out. I am here just to help 
contribute.” 
 

Locker Room Quotes – Forward Markel Walker 
On being a player that can play all five positions against Nebraska: 
“I want to help my team anyway I can. Even if that means playing down low or playing a guard. I want to use my versatility as an 
advantage.” 
 
On chaotic UCLA defense: 
“We play good defense when we make the other team play fast. We like to get after people – trapping, getting steals – and coach likes 
for us to take chances. All of that helps us play to our advantage.” 
 
On the focus of the game against Nebraska: 
“Executing our defense, limiting their three-point attempts, and limiting their inside touches because they have a dominant inside 
game.” 
 
On the plan of attack for Nebraska's Kelsey Griffin: 
“Limit her touches and make it hard for her to catch it, and just play as a team.” 
 

Locker Room Quotes – Guard Rebekah Gardner 
On the plan of attack for Nebraska's Kelsey Griffin: 
“We have a thing where we play the opponent, not a player. It doesn’t matter who we play, they are just shirts. We just stick to our 
game plan and everything else should take care of itself.” 
 
On what she needs to do to help the Bruins win: 
“Play hard and leave everything out on the floor.” 
 
On the number of UCLA fans compared to Nebraska fans: 
“That just means we have to create our own energy on the bench and on the court.” 
 

Locker Room Quotes – Guard Doreena Campbell 
On playing the No. 1 seed Nebraska: 
“Nebraska is a good team, obviously with their record and with all they have done so far, but the cool thing about March Madness is  
there is always an opportunity for upsets. We are going to go in focused on our game plan and see where it goes from there.” 
 
On how the team is feeling right now: 
“We feel happy. You know, when you are the underdog, you can’t lose. You just go and have fun.” 
 
On playing for Nikki Caldwell, the Pac-10 Coach of the Year: 
“Coach Nikki is a great coach and has done a great job. She has instilled discipline and hard work.” 


