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nebraska QuIck facts
Location ....................................................... Lincoln, Neb.
Population ........................................................... 258,379
Founded .................................................................... 1869
Enrollment ............................................................. 24,610
Nickname ...................................... Cornhuskers, Huskers
Colors .................................................... Scarlet & Cream
Conference ........................................................... Big Ten
Affiliation................................................ NCAA Division I
Athletic Director .......................................... Tom Osborne
Senior Woman Administrator ...................... Pat Logsdon

softball InformatIon
Head Coach ...........................Rhonda Revelle (20th year)
Alma Mater ............................................Nebraska (1984)
Record at NU (years) .......................... 721-385 (19 years)
Overall record (years) ........................... 729-401 (20 years)
Associate Coach............................Lori Sippel (23rd year)
Alma Mater ............................................Nebraska (1988)
Assistant Coach ...................... Diane Miller (fourth year)
Alma Mater ............................. Missouri Southern (1992)
Volunteer Coach ..........................Katie Brown (first year)
Alma Mater ................................................... Iowa (2011)
Home Stadium (Capacity)........... Bowlin Stadium (2,500)
2011 Overall Record ................................................41-14
2011 Big 12 Record .............................................9-9 (6th)
Postseason Finish............................NCAA Regional (2-2)
Final Ranking ............................................................. 21st
Letterwinners Returning/Lost ...................................12/4
Position Starters Returning/Lost.................................7/2
Pitchers Returning/Lost...............................................3/0

softball hIstory
First Year of Softball ................................................ 1976
All-Time Record ......................................1,207-683 (.639)
All-Time Conference Record .....................281-209 (.573)
Overall Conference Titles ............................................. 18
Big Eight Conference Titles .......................................... 12
Big 12 Conference Titles ................................................ 6
NCAA Tournament Appearances ................................. 21
NCAA Tournament Record ............................55-45 (.550)
NCAA Regional Record .................................44-31 (.587) 
College World Series Appearances ............................... 7
College World Series Record ........................11-14 (.440)
Honda Award Winners ................................................... 1
Honda Award Nominees ................................................ 3
Total NFCA All-Americans ........................................... 21
Total CoSIDA Academic All-Americans ....................... 29

softball dIrectory  (area code 402)
Head Coach: Rhonda Revelle .......................... 472-6465
Associate Head Coach: Lori Sippel ................. 472-6595
Assistant Coach: Diane Miller ........................ 472-6499
Volunteer Coach: Katie Brown ...........................472-6485
Administrative Assistant: Anita Jensen ......... 472-8801
Softball Fax ..................................................... 472-6488
Softball Press Box ........................................... 472-6932
Media Relations Director: Matt Smith ........... 472-7780
Cell Phone ....................................................... 770-5926
Media Relations Fax ....................................... 472-2005
Media Relations Mailing Address .................................

One Memorial Stadium
Lincoln, NE 68588-0123

Softball Mailing Address ...............................................
Bowlin Stadium at Haymarket Park

400 Line Drive Circle
Lincoln, NE 68588-0142
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medIa guIde credIts
 The 2012 Nebraska softball media guide was written 
by Assistant Media Relations Director Matt Smith, with 
editorial assistance provided by Director of Operations 
Jeff Griesch and Administrative Assistant Vicki Capazo. 
The guide was printed by the University of Nebraska Copy 
Services. Photography credits to Scott Bruhn and BreAnna 
Haessler.  Cost of the guide is $4.67, plus $0.33 tax.
 The cover was designed by Annie Wood. Pictured on 
the cover (from left to right): Ashley Hagemann, Kirby 
Wright, Nikki Haget, Madison Drake, Ashley Guile and 
Haley Workman.

 The media relations contact for softball is Assistant 
Media Relations Director Matt Smith, who is in his ninth 
season working with the softball program. Photographs, 
feature ideas, statistics, travel plans and video highlights 
are available through the media relations office.

medIa access/servIces 
 Working media personnel will be seated in the softball 
press box, which is located above the stands behind home 
plate. Photographers may shoot in the fenced area in front 
of either bullpen, or from anywhere on the concourse level 
as long as it does not obstruct the view of the game. There 
is also a space reserved in front of the press box behind 
home plate for photographers and television cameras.  
High-speed internet is available in the press box. 

dIrectIons to bowlIn stadIum
 From Lincoln Municipal Airport: Take West Adams 
Street to the first stoplight and turn right onto Cornhusker 
Highway. Follow Cornhusker Highway and turn right on First 
Street. Go south until you reach Sun Valley Boulevard and 
turn right onto Sun Valley Boulevard. Turn left onto Line 
Drive and Bowlin Stadium is located on the north end of 
the Haymarket Park complex.

 From Omaha Eppley Airport: Exit the airport and turn 
right onto Abbott Drive. Go one mile to Storz Expressway 
(Abbott Drive turns into Storz Expressway). Proceed three 
miles to I-480 South. Follow the signs to 1-80 West to 
Lincoln. Follow I-80 for 60 miles and take Exit 403 (27th 
Street). Take 27th Street to Cornhusker Highway and turn 
right. Go west to 10th Street, turn left, and follow Highway 
6/Sun Valley Boulevard. Once on Sun Valley Boulevard, turn 
left onto Line Drive and Bowlin Stadium is located on the 
north end of the Haymarket Park complex.
 Parking is available on a first-come, first-serve basis in 
the Haymarket Park complex. All parking is free, but space 
may be limited when both baseball and softball are at home.

medIa IntervIews
 All interviews must be arranged through the media 
relations office. The best time to reach Head Coach Rhonda 
Revelle for interviews during the week is from 9 to 11:30 
a.m., at (402) 472-6465. Player interviews during the week 
are generally conducted after practice, usually between 5 
and 5:30 p.m. Postgame interviews with the coaches and 
players are conducted on the field following the final game 
of the day. In the case of inclement weather, interviews may 
be conducted in the Bowlin Stadium clubhouse.

nebraska media services & information



C O R N H U S K E R S
THIS IS  

NEBRASKA

N
ebraska softball is dedicated to excellence in the classroom, in society and on the field. This 

is the mission statement of Nebraska softball and the program's proud results echo each of 

these sentiments, including:

•Producing more CoSIDA Academic All-Americans (29) than any other softball program in the country 

and the second-highest total nationally among all female sports. 

•Ranking among the top 10 in NCAA Division I history in Women's College World Series appearances 

(8th), NCAA Tournament victories (9th) and NCAA Tournament appearances (10th). 

•Winning 18 conference titles, including the only undefeated season in Big 12 history (16-0 in 1998). 

Leading the way for continued success is Head Coach Rhonda Revelle, an NFCA Hall of Famer. Alongside Revelle is Associate 

Head Coach Lori Sippel, an International Softball Federation Hall of Famer who served as head coach of the 2008 Canadian 

Olympic team. Assistant Coach Diane Miller, the newest member of the Husker staff, is an energetic and dynamic coach who has 

helped Nebraska set several offensive records in her three seasons in Lincoln. Together, the coaching staff is dedicated to adding 

to the rich tradition of success that is Nebraska softball.

55 Nebraska’s 55 all-time NCAA 
Tournament wins rank ninth 
nationally.

29  Nebraska’s 29 all-time 
CoSIDA Academic All-
Americans lead the nation.

21  Nebraska’s 21 all-time NCAA 
Tournament appearances 
rank 10th nationally.

10  Nebraska was recognized as 
the 10th-winningest program 
in the NCAA era in 2007.

7  Nebraska’s seven all-time 
Women’s College World 
Series appearances rank 
eighth nationally.



C O R N H U S K E R S

55
Nebraska's 55 
all-time NCAA 

Tournament wins 
rank second.

52
Nebraska’s 
52 all-time 

All-Region picks 
rank second.

50
Nebraska’s 50 
combined All-

Americans rank 
second.

29
Nebraska’s 29 
academic All-

Americans lead 
the Big Ten.

21
Nebraska's 21 
all-time NCAA 
Tournaments 

lead the Big Ten.

13
NU's 13 top-25 
finishes in the 
national polls 
rank second.

13
Revelle’s 13 

academic All-
Americans lead 

the Big Ten.

7
Nebraska’s 

seven trips to 
the World Series 

rank second.

2
Revelle is one of 
two NFCA Hall 

of Fame coaches 
in the Big Ten.

Nebraska By the Numbers Among Big Ten Programs

CONFERENCE
DOMINANCE 
Nebraska softball opens a new chapter in its storied history this 

season, when the Huskers begin their first year as a member 

of the Big Ten Conference. All 12 Big Ten schools play softball, 

making the Big Ten the second-largest softball conference in 

the country. The Big Ten is also the only one of the six major 

BCS conferences (ACC, Big 12, Big East, Big Ten, Pac-12, SEC) 

where every conference member fields a softball team. Despite 

the league's success and commitment to the sport, Nebraska's 

history stacks up well against its new peers, as the charts below 

indicate. Previously, the Huskers were members of the Big Eight 

Conference (1977-1995) and the Big 12 Conference (1996-

2011). Nebraska has won 18 conference titles in the 34 seasons 

it has been affiliated with a conference. 



Nebraska has finished in the top five at the 
Women’s College World Series twice since 
1998. The Huskers tied for fifth in 2002, 

including a victory over Michigan (pictured). 

Head Coach Rhonda Revelle and her staff, charged with 

building upon one of the most storied foundations in collegiate 

softball, have been determined to continue the Nebraska 

tradition to the present day. Over the last 15 seasons (1997 to 

2011), the Huskers have competed in 14 NCAA Tournaments, 

advancing to a pair of Women's College World Series and 

finishing in a tie for fifth place in each trip. Nebraska has won 

nearly 70 percent of its games since 1997, while capturing 

six conference titles and finishing among the nation's top 25 

on 11 occasions, including seven top-15 rankings. The 1998 

Huskers also put together the only undefeated season in Big 12 

history, finishing 16-0 en route to the regular-season title, then 

going 4-0 while winning the Big 12 postseason championship. 

Individuals have also seen success recently, earning 11 All-

America awards and nine academic All-America certificates 

over the last 15 seasons.

MORE THAN A DECADE OF DOMINANCE

14
Nebraska 
advanced 

to 14 NCAA 
Tournaments.

11
Eleven Huskers 

have been 
named All-
Americans.

6
NU ranked in the 
top 10 nationally 
in attendance six 

times.

3
NU posted three 
50-win seasons 
and seven 40-
win campaigns.

15 Seasons of Excellence: NU from 1997 to 2011

In a stellar career from 1997 to 2000, Jennifer Lizama earned three NFCA All-America awards 
while helping the Huskers to three Big 12 titles and the 1998 Women’s College World Series.



Three Huskers helped lead Canada to a fourth-place 
finish at the 2008 Beijing Olympics, the country’s 

best finish ever. NU Associate Head Coach Lori Sippel 
(middle) was Canada’s head coach, posting a 3-5 record. 

Former Husker Sheena Lawrick (left) was Canada’s 
starting first baseman, while former Husker Robin 

Mackin (right) appeared in two games in the circle for 
the Canadians.

BEYOND NEBRASKA

5
A total of five 
Huskers have 
played in the 

NPF.

5
Five former 

Huskers have 
competed in the 

Olympics.

3
NU had three 

players selected 
to the NPF's lone 

All-Star game.

2
Two Huskers 

competed in both 
the 2004 and 

2008 Olympics.

Playing Past Nebraska

The success and legacy of the Nebraska softball program 

is not limited to the Cornhusker State or a four-year college 

career. Using the training and tools taught at NU, former 

players have gone on to continue their playing careers on both 

the professional and international scenes. A Big Ten-best two 

Huskers competed at both the 2004 Sydney Olympics and 

2008 Beijing Olympics. Lori Sippel, a pitcher for Team Canada 

in the 1996 Atlanta Olympics, also coached the Canadians in 

Beijing. In the professional ranks, Nebraska had more players 

selected for the National ProFastpitch's lone All-Star game in 

2005 than any other collegiate program except UCLA. Former 

Huskers have competed on some of the grandest stages in the 

sport, and sophomore Taylor Edwards proved there's room on 

those stages for those still in school, as she was invited to try 

out for the U.S. Junior National Team in May of 2010.

Former Husker Nicole Trimboli was named Most Valuable Player of the 2008 NPF Championship 
Series, as she led the Chicago Bandits to the National ProFastpitch title. Trimboli has played a 
total of eight seasons in the NPF.



BOWLIN STADIUM

Five Largest Bowlin Stadium Crowds: 
1,960 - vs. Texas (April 9, 2011)

1,844 – vs. Iowa (May 17, 2003)

1,585 – vs. Lehigh (May 20, 2004)

1,417 – vs. California (May 22, 2004)

1,318 – vs. California (May 23, 2004)

The Huskers have ranked in the top 10 nationally in attendance 
in six of the 10 seasons since Bowlin Stadium opened in 2002. 
Nebraska's best attended season came in 2004. That season, 
the Big 12 champion Huskers ranked fourth nationally with 
an average of 955 fans per game. The Huskers have drawn 
19 crowds of 1,000 or larger at Bowlin Stadium, including a 
school-record 1,960 fans against Texas last season (pictured).



HOME OF CHAMPIONS:
2004 Field of the Year
Bowlin Stadium is part of the 32-acre Haymarket 
Park complex that was built for $29.53 million in 
2001. The 2004 SportsTurf Managers Association 
College/University Division Field of the Year, Bowlin 
Stadium opened in 2002. The clubhouse and locker 
room were renovated in 2010 (below) and a new 
$4.75 million indoor practice facility opened in the 
fall of 2011 (bottom). The Bowlin Stadium clubhouse 
includes medical facilities, coaches' offices, a locker 
room and players' lounge.

Bowlin Stadium can accommodate up to 2,500 fans. 
It features 750 chairback seats with an up-close view 
of the action, as well as berm seating behind both 
dugouts and in the outfield and bleacher seating on 
the first base concourse. The dimensions of the field 
are 200 feet down both foul lines and 220 feet in 
center. NU is 132-57 all-time at Bowlin Stadium.
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alphabetIcal roster
 no. name ht. yr. pos. b/t hometown (high school/previous school)
 77 Banda, Gabby** 5-5 Jr. INF L/R Angleton, Texas (Angleton)
 7 Bettiol, Jordan 5-7 Fr. OF L/R College Station, Texas (A&M Consolidated)
 24 Breault, Courtney 5-9 Jr. INF R/R Roseville, Calif. (Woodcreek/Arkansas)
 9 Drake, Madison*** 5-10 Sr. OF R/R Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest)
 2 Edwards, Tatum* 5-6 So. RHP/UTL R/R Murrieta, Calif. (Vista Murrieta)
 12 Edwards, Taylor* 5-7 So. C R/R Murrieta, Calif. (Vista Murrieta)
 17 Fowler, Mattie 5-9 Fr. INF/RHP R/R Tucson, Ariz. (Canyon del Oro)
 5 Guile, Ashley*** 5-9 Sr. INF L/R Olathe, Kan. (East)
 8 Hagemann, Ashley*** 6-0 Sr. RHP R/R Elkhorn, Neb. (Elkhorn)
 55 Haget, Nikki*** 5-6 Sr. OF L/R Elkhorn, Neb. (Elkhorn)
 20 Muir, Kylee* 6-0 So. DP/INF L/R Portland, Ore. (Lincoln)
 00 Southworth, Megan** 5-4 Jr. OF R/R Papillion, Neb. (Papillion-LaVista)
 18 Thomason, Brooke** 5-8 Jr. OF L/R Overland Park, Kan. (Blue Valley Northwest)
 4 Workman, Haley* 5-8 Sr. RHP R/R Easley, S.C. (Easley/Chattanooga State)
 52 Wright, Kirby*** 5-8 Sr. C R/R Cortlandt Manor, N.Y. (Hendrick Hudson)

 *denotes number of letters earned

numerIcal roster
 no. name ht. yr. pos. b/t hometown (high school/previous school)
 00 Megan Southworth** 5-4 Jr. OF R/R Papillion, Neb. (Papillion-LaVista)
 2 Tatum Edwards* 5-6 So. RHP/UTL R/R Murrieta, Calif. (Vista Murrieta)
 4 Haley Workman* 5-8 Sr. RHP R/R Easley, S.C. (Easley/Chattanooga State)
 5 Ashley Guile*** 5-9 Sr. INF L/R Olathe, Kan. (East)
 7 Jordan Bettiol 5-7 Fr. OF L/R College Station, Texas (A&M Consolidated)
 8 Ashley Hagemann*** 6-0 Sr. RHP R/R Elkhorn, Neb. (Elkhorn)
 9 Madison Drake*** 5-10 Sr. OF R/R Lincoln, Neb. (Southwest)
 12 Taylor Edwards* 5-7 So. C R/R Murrieta, Calif. (Vista Murrieta)
 17 Mattie Fowler* 5-9 Fr. INF/RHP R/R Tucson, Ariz. (Canyon del Oro)
 18 Brooke Thomason** 5-8 Jr. OF L/R Overland Park, Kan. (Blue Valley Northwest)
 20 Kylee Muir* 6-0 So. DP/INF L/R Portland, Ore. (Lincoln)
 24 Courtney Breault 5-9 Jr. INF R/R Roseville, Calif. (Woodcreek/Arkansas)
 52 Kirby Wright*** 5-8 Sr. C R/R Cortlandt Manor, N.Y. (Hendrick Hudson)
 55 Nikki Haget*** 5-6 Sr. OF L/R Elkhorn, Neb. (Elkhorn)
 77 Gabby Banda** 5-5 Jr. INF L/R Angleton, Texas (Angleton)

 *denotes number of letters earned

coachIng staff
head coach: Rhonda Revelle (20th year)
 » 729-401 career record in 20 seasons
 » 721-385 record at Nebraska in 19 seasons
associate head coach: Lori Sippel (23rd year)
assistant coach: Diane Miller (Fourth year)
volunteer coach: Katie Brown (First year)

pronuncIatIon guIde
Jordan Bettiol...........................................................betty-all
Ashley Guile .............................................................GUY-ole
Ashley Hagemann ........................................ HAH-guh-munn
Kylee Muir ............................................................... mew-urr
Rhonda Revelle ....................................................... ruh-VELL

career athletIc honors
courtney breault
» SEC All-Freshman Team (2010) 

tatum edwards
» All-Big 12 Second Team (2011)

taylor edwards
» NFCA All-America Third Team (2011)
» USA Softball Player of the Year Finalist (2011; 1 of 25)
» NFCA All-Midwest Region First Team (2011)
» All-Big 12 Second Team (2011)

ashley guile
» USA Softball Player of the Year Watch List (2011; 1 of 50)
» NFCA All-Midwest Region Second Team (2010)
» All-Big 12 First Team (2010)

ashley hagemann
» NFCA All-Midwest Region Second Team (2011)
» All-Big 12 First Team (2011)

nikki haget
» All-Big 12 Second Team (2010)

brooke thomason
» NFCA All-Midwest Region Second Team (2010)
» All-Big 12 Second Team (2010)

2012 nebraska roster & breakdown

husker career statIstIcs
battIng
player avg. g-gs ab r h 2b 3b hr  rbI tb slg% bb hbp so ob% sf sh sb/att po a e fld%
Taylor Edwards .356 55-55 160 37 57 7 0 18 67 118 .738 37 4 27 .438 2 0 2/2 409 27 3 .993
Nikki Haget .343 139-111 359 101 123 11 0 1 24 137 .382 32 7 41 .405 2 13 30/39 102 7 9 .924
Brooke Thomason .320 110-106 322 59 103 17 0 19 72 177 .550 38 2 77 .394 1 3 3/5 86 5 4 .958
Ashley Guile .308 164-163 452 39 139 27 1 6 83 186 .412 79 22 63 .432 2 3 3/3 704 53 10 .989
Tatum Edwards .285 54-52 165 33 47 8 0 14 42 97 .588 12 2 42 .341 0 1 6/6 37 23 0 1.000
Courtney Breault* .272 96-95 261 27 71 14 0 9 51 112 .429 38 4 51 .363 8 4 2/2 152 115 16 .943
Megan Southworth .252 70-46 135 14 34 6 0 0 9 40 .296 9 3 34 .309 2 3 0/1 40 2 2 .955
Madison Drake .244 93-30 78 28 19 2 0 4 14 33 .423 5 4 19 .318 1 4 3/3 33 1 2 .944
Gabby Banda .233 111-110 279 46 65 16 1 4 26 95 .341 40 12 58 .352 1 12 12/15 141 153 26 .919
Kirby Wright .191 53-32 89 5 17 4 0 1 10 24 .270 15 3 25 .318 3 3 0/0 219 14 3 .987
Kylee Muir .143 7-4 14 0 2 0 0 0 2 2 .143 1 0 7 .200 0 0 0/0 0 0 0 .000
totals .293 951-804 2,314 389 677 112 2 76 400 1,021 .441 306 63 445 .387 22 46 61/76 1,923 400 75 .969
*statistics from 2010 and 2011 seasons at Arkansas

pItchIng 
player era w-l app. gs cg sho/co sv Ip h r er bb so 2b 3b hr bf avg. wp hbp
Ashley Hagemann 2.51 52-33 114 81 53 13/5 7 559.2 414 231 201 239 668 71 8 68 2,374 .203 27 46
Tatum Edwards 2.40 7-0 16 9 3 2/2 2 49.2 37 21 17 20 47 4 0 3 216 .202 6 9
Haley Workman 2.95 3-1 13 7 1 1/1 1 38.0 28 16 16 30 44 4 0 4 173 .203 2 1
totals 2.53 62-34 143 97 57 16/8 10 647.1 479 268 234 289 759 79 8 75 2,763 .203 35 56
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day  date opponent location time (ct) radio
Kajikawa Classic (hosted by Arizona State)
Thursday Feb. 9 vs. Washington Tempe, Ariz. 4 p.m. Huskers.com
Friday Feb. 10 vs. Arizona Tempe, Ariz. 5:30 p.m. Huskers.com
Friday Feb. 10 vs. Idaho State Tempe, Ariz. 8 p.m. Huskers.com
Saturday Feb. 11 vs. Cal State Northridge Tempe, Ariz. 10 a.m. Huskers.com
Saturday Feb. 11 vs. Oregon State Tempe, Ariz. 5:30 p.m. Huskers.com
Sunday Feb. 12 vs. Georgia Tech Tempe, Ariz. Noon Huskers.com

Troy Cox Classic (hosted by New Mexico State)
Friday Feb. 17 vs. Colorado State Las Cruces, N.M. 3 p.m. Huskers.com
Friday Feb. 17 at New Mexico State Las Cruces, N.M. 5 p.m. Huskers.com
Saturday Feb. 18 vs. Stephen F. Austin Las Cruces, N.M. 10:30 a.m. Huskers.com
Saturday Feb. 18 vs. Weber State Las Cruces, N.M. 12:30 p.m. Huskers.com
Sunday Feb. 19 at New Mexico State Las Cruces, N.M. 10 a.m. Huskers.com

Cathedral City Classic (hosted by Oregon State)
Friday Feb. 24 vs. Oregon Cathedral City, Calif. 12:30 p.m. Huskers.com
Saturday Feb. 25 vs. Cal Poly Cathedral City, Calif. 2 p.m. Huskers.com
Saturday Feb. 25 vs. Missouri Cathedral City, Calif. 4:30 p.m. Huskers.com
Sunday Feb. 26 vs. Texas Cathedral City, Calif. 11 a.m. Huskers.com
Sunday Feb. 26 vs. Washington Cathedral City, Calif. 1 p.m. Huskers.com

Aggie Invitational (hosted by Texas A&M)
Friday March 2 vs. Houston College Station, Texas 12:15 p.m. Huskers.com
Friday March 2 at Texas A&M College Station, Texas 3 p.m. Huskers.com
Saturday March 3 vs. Texas State College Station, Texas 10 a.m. Huskers.com
Saturday March 3 at Texas A&M College Station, Texas 5:15 p.m. Huskers.com
Sunday March 4 vs. Texas State College Station, Texas 10 a.m. Huskers.com

Mizuno Classic (hosted by Oklahoma State)
Friday March 9 vs. Arkansas-Pine Bluff Stillwater, Okla. 1:30 p.m. Huskers.com
Friday March 9 at Oklahoma State Stillwater, Okla. 7 p.m. Huskers.com
Saturday March 10 vs. Loyola-Chicago Stillwater, Okla. 11 a.m. Huskers.com
Saturday March 10 Bracket Play Stillwater, Okla. 4:30 or 7 p.m. Huskers.com
Sunday March 11 Bracket Play Stillwater, Okla. 9 or 11 a.m. Huskers.com

tuesday march 13 south dakota bowlin stadium 5 p.m. huskers.com
Tuesday March 20 at Nebraska-Omaha Omaha, Neb. 3 p.m. Huskers.com
friday march 23 northwestern* bowlin stadium 5 p.m. huskers.com
saturday march 24 northwestern (dh)* bowlin stadium 1 & 3 p.m. huskers.com
wednesday march 28 south dakota state (dh) bowlin stadium 3 & 5 p.m. huskers.com
Saturday March 31 at Minnesota (DH)* Minneapolis, Minn. Noon & 2 p.m. Huskers.com
Sunday April 1 at Minnesota* Minneapolis, Minn. Noon Huskers.com

friday april 6 Illinois (dh)* bowlin stadium 4 & 6 p.m. huskers.com
saturday april 7 Illinois* bowlin stadium noon huskers.com
wednesday april 11 creighton bowlin stadium 6 p.m. huskers.com
Saturday April 14 at Iowa (DH)* Iowa City, Iowa 2 & 4 p.m. Huskers.com
Sunday April 15 at Iowa* Iowa City, Iowa 1 p.m. Huskers.com

wednesday april 18 nebraska-omaha bowlin stadium 6 p.m. huskers.com
Saturday April 21 at Ohio State (DH)* Columbus, Ohio 4 & 6 p.m. Huskers.com
Sunday April 22 at Ohio State* Columbus, Ohio 1 p.m. Huskers.com

Wednesday April 25 at Creighton Omaha, Neb. 6 p.m. Huskers.com
saturday april 28 michigan state (dh)* bowlin stadium 1 & 3 p.m. huskers.com
sunday april 29 michigan state* bowlin stadium noon huskers.com
Saturday May 5 at Indiana (DH)* Bloomington, Ind. 1 & 3 p.m. Huskers.com
Sunday May 6 at Indiana* Bloomington, Ind. Noon Huskers.com

friday may 11 wisconsin (dh)* bowlin stadium 5 & 7 p.m. huskers.com
saturday may 12 wisconsin* bowlin stadium 1 p.m. huskers.com
Thurs.-Sun. May 17-20 NCAA Regional Campus Site TBA Huskers.com
Thurs.-Sun. May 24-27 NCAA Super Regional Campus Site TBA Huskers.com
Thurs.-Wed. May 31-June 6 NCAA WCWS Oklahoma City, Okla. TBA Huskers.com

*Big Ten Conference game

All times Central and subject to change. Please visit Huskers.com for an updated schedule prior to leaving for a game. 
Every game is scheduled to have a free radio broadcast on Huskers.com, courtesy of the Husker Sports Network.

schedule notes
» Nebraska is scheduled to play 57 regular-season games 
in 2012, one more than the NCAA maximum of 56 games. 
The Huskers have not played a 56-game regular-season 
schedule since playing 58 regular-season games in 2001, 
before the current limit was in effect.

» Nebraska is in its first season as a member of the Big 
Ten Conference. All 12 schools in the Big Ten field a 
softball team, as the league is the second-largest softball 
conference in the country. The Big Ten is also the only 
one of the six BCS conferences where every school fields 
a softball team.

» As a Big Ten member, Nebraska will face a new 
scheduling format for conference series. Previously, the 
Huskers had played Big 12 teams twice in a weekend, 
with single games on two days. This season, Nebraska 
will play three-game conference series for the first time 
since playing four-game conference series in the final 
season of the Big Eight Conference in 1995.
 
» The Huskers are scheduled to play 17 games at Bowlin 
Stadium, 19 on the road and 21 at neutral sites. NU is 
set to play its highest number of true road games since 
1997. The Huskers' 19 scheduled road games are the 
second-most in school history, and NU could add another 
road contest if it were to face Oklahoma State twice at 
the Mizuno Classic.
 
» Nebraska will play games in 10 states (Arizona, 
California, Indiana, Iowa, Minnesota, Nebraska, New 
Mexico, Ohio, Oklahoma and Texas), including a first-ever 
trip to the state of Indiana. The Huskers will also play 
in all four continental U.S. time zones (eastern, central, 
mountain and pacific).
 
» NU is scheduled to play at least 16 games against 11 
teams that made the 2011 NCAA Tournament (Arizona, 
Georgia Tech, Indiana, Missouri, New Mexico State, 
Oklahoma State, Penn State, Texas, Texas A&M, Texas 
State and Washington). Five of those 11 teams won an 
NCAA Regional last season, while Missouri and Oklahoma 
State advanced to the Women's College World Series.
 
» The Huskers are also scheduled to play at least eight 
games against seven teams that ended last year ranked 
in the ESPN.com/USA Softball poll (No. 6 Missouri, No. 8 
Oklahoma State, No. 11 Arizona, No. 13 Texas A&M, No. 
15 Washington, No. 19 Texas and No. 24 Georgia Tech).
 
» The NCAA Tournament will feature a 64-team field for 
the 10th consecutive season in 2012 and will include a 
regional-super regional format for the eighth straight 
year. Both NCAA Regional and NCAA Super Regional 
play will be held on campus sites around the country. 
Nebraska made its 21st all-time NCAA Tournament 
appearance in 2011, but the Huskers have not advanced 
to a super regional since the NCAA first adopted that 
format beginning with the 2005 season.
 
» The 2012 Women's College World Series will be held at 
ASA Hall of Fame Stadium in Oklahoma City for the 15th 
straight season and the 21st time overall. The Huskers 
have made seven trips to the Women's College World 
Series, with the last appearance coming in 2002.

2012 nebraska schedule & notes
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The Nebraska softball team has high expectations for the 2012 season. The Huskers 
have their sights set on a championship season in their first year in the Big Ten Conference, 
and the squad looks to advance further in the NCAA Tournament than last year's regional 
final appearance.

The basis of these expectations? Eight returning starters from last year's 41-14 team 
that finished the season ranked 21st. Six returning all-conference selections, the highest 
total to begin a season in Husker history. The addition of three talented new players, 
including an Arkansas transfer who earned a spot on the SEC all-freshman team in 2010 
and a pair of first-team high school All-Americans.

Nebraska made great strides in 2011, fueling the expectations for this spring. Last 
year, the Huskers returned to the national rankings for the first time in four seasons and 
advanced to an NCAA Regional final for the first time in six years. Along the way, the 
Huskers climbed as high as No. 11 in the national rankings, defeated eight ranked teams 
- including five top-10 squads - and posted a 5-4 record against the eight teams that made 
up the field at the 2011 Women's College World Series.

While last year's success certainly does not guarantee a successful spring for this year's 
group of Huskers, it provides a glimpse of Nebraska's potential this season. Nebraska 
must replace only two significant contributors from last season, and the Huskers' trio of 
talented newcomers is expected to help ease those losses.

"I am extremely excited for this season to begin," 20th-year head coach Rhonda Revelle 
said. "This team has so much talent and so much potential. I really believe the sky is the 
limit for this group. 

"As coaches, we are going to hold this team to a very high standard in everything they 
do because we know how good they can be. We won't settle for anything less than seeing 
them live up to their potential. It's up to each and every one of us to work hard and stay 
focused on the process. If we do that and continue to support each other, this could be a 
season that really leaves a mark on this program."

As is normally the case in the sport of softball, Nebraska's hopes for a successful 2012 
season begin in the circle. The Huskers boast one of the nation's top returning batteries 
in senior right-hander Ashley Hagemann and sophomore catcher Taylor Edwards. Edwards 
was a third-team All-American and a finalist for USA Softball Player of the Year last 
season, while Hagemann was a second-team all-region selection and a first-team all-
league pick in a Big 12 Conference that featured five first- or second-team All-America 
pitchers.

"We have the utmost confidence in Hoggie and Taylor," Revelle said, referring to her 
potential All-America battery. "Ashley really took her game to another level last season, 
and she experienced tremendous success against some of the best teams in the country. 
She is a confident pitcher who has continued to dedicate herself to improving her game, 
and we look for her to be even more successful this season.

"And Taylor, what can you say about her? We expected her to make a tremendous 
impact as a freshman and she did just that. It's very difficult for a freshman catcher to 
come in and continue to produce throughout a long season and for her to not only do that, 
but to be an All-American and one of the top two or three catchers in the nation was 
phenomenal. As good as she was last year, we think Taylor has identified some areas of 
her game where she can improve, and we look for her to have another outstanding season.

"I really believe we have one of the best batteries in the nation. I expect both players 
will contend for All-America honors again this season and if that's the case, then our team 
will be in a great position to accomplish its goals."

Nebraska also boasts tremendous talent in its outfield, as every outfielder returns from 
the 2011 season. Senior Nikki Haget and junior Brooke Thomason have started nearly 
every game in center and right field, respectively, over the past two seasons. Together, 
the all-conference performers boast a combined .332 career batting average. Thomason 
is one of Nebraska's top power threats, as she leads all current Huskers with 19 career 
home runs. Haget is arguably NU's fastest player, as she leads all current Huskers with  
30 career stolen bases, 101 runs scored and ranks second with a .343 batting average.

Sophomore Tatum Edwards could also figure into the outfield rotation, after earning 
starts in left field and as Nebraska's designated player in 2011, in addition to her pitching 
duties. As a freshman last season, Edwards batted .285 with 14 homers, 42 RBIs and a 
.588 slugging percentage. 

"We're very fortunate to have a lot of different options in the outfield," Revelle said. 
"Nikki and Brooke have been all-conference performers, but we have other talented 
players ready to step up. We will look to put our best players on the field in an effort to 
give us the best chance to win, and that's what makes the outfield so interesting this year.

"Tatum could play in the outfield if we have another hitter step up and earn the 
designated player role, and freshman Jordan Bettiol had a very impressive fall season 
and she is definitely in the mix as well. Madison Drake is another player who did a 

tremendous job last season and by the end of the year was our starter in left field. And 
Megan Southworth also has starting experience in the outfield and will push for playing 
time this season.

"Overall, we have a lot of talented players competing for only three spots in the 
outfield. In an effort to get our nine best hitters in the lineup, it's certainly a possibility 
that some of our outfielders will have a chance to be our designated player, or maybe even 
fill in at another position."

On the infield, Nebraska must replace four-year starters Julie Brechtel and Heidi 
Foland, both of whom were lost to graduation. Aiding the transition are the return of senior 
Ashley Guile and junior Gabby Banda. Banda started at third base as a freshman and was 
Nebraska's starting shortstop last season. She will again be Nebraska's everyday starting 
shortstop in 2012, and her ability to play both third and short gives the coaching staff some 
flexibility in deciding where to play talented freshman Mattie Fowler.

Fowler will join Banda as a starter on the left side of the Husker infield. Fowler is 
expected to see most of her time at third base, but she could also see time at short, in 
addition to pitching for the Huskers. Fowler was a first-team high school All-American in 
2011 and was the Gatorade Player of the Year for the state of Arizona.

On the right side of the infield, Guile returns for her second season as Nebraska's 
starting first baseman. An all-conference performer, Guile was one of 50 players named 
to the USA Softball Player-of-the-Year watch list in 2011. She boasts a .308 career batting 
average and leads all Huskers with 27 career doubles, 83 RBIs, 79 walks and 22 hit-by-
pitches. Guile made a successful transition to the position last year, and this spring, she 
will be looked upon to provide a leadership role for a new starter at second base.

Junior Courtney Breault, a transfer from the University of Arkansas, is expected to 
contend for the starting second base job. Breault was a two-year starter for the Razorbacks 
and earned SEC all-freshman team honors in 2010. She underwent shoulder surgery last 
August and the recovery time may limit her availability early this season. Haget is the 
Huskers' other candidate to play second, where she started each of Nebraska's eight 
games during the fall season. A high school infielder, Haget's ability to play second could 
potentially open up a spot in the outfield for the talented contenders at that spot.

"We lost two great leaders on the infield from last season and while they will be 
missed, we have players ready to step up and fill those voids," Revelle said. "Ashley made 
a very successful transition to first base last season and she understands our defense, so 
she will be able to help organize our right side, in addition to adding consistent production 
to the middle of our lineup. We expect Courtney to line up beside Ashley when she gets 
back to full health, but we also have tremendous confidence in Nikki at second base.

"On the left side, Gabby is a terrific defender and we have confidence in her at 
shortstop. We also look for a big year out of Gabby at the plate, after a more consistent 
and productive sophomore season. Gabby's versatility defensively allows us to put Mattie 
in the best position to succeed. Mattie is a very talented and smart player who comes from 
a great softball family. We have no concerns at all about throwing this freshman into the 
fire, and we know she will produce in a starting role."

Although Nebraska returns eight starters from last season, starting spots are not 
guaranteed. Bettiol is sure to push Nebraska's five returning outfielders for playing time, 
while sophomore Kylee Muir made a big splash during the Huskers' fall season, when she 
batted .529 with three home runs and 11 RBIs in only 17 at bats. Revelle said Muir's best 
chance at earning a starting spot would be as the designated player, which would leave 
Tatum Edwards - an all-conference hitter in 2011 - looking for a spot elsewhere when 
she's not pitching.

Revelle sees the competition as something that can only benefit the team.
"We have a lot of players back, but there are some battles going on for playing time," 

she said. "We return all of our outfielders, but Jordan will make it hard to keep her off 
the field. Kylee had a terrific fall and adding her bat to the lineup only makes our offense 
that much stronger. We expect the competition to bring out the best in all of our players. 

"As coaches, we will have some difficult decisions to make, but we're in a great 
position where we know we have plenty of players capable of producing. It's up to us to 
put our best players on the field and we're looking forward to that challenge."

Revelle also added that while defense is a high priority, the coaching staff is committed 
to sending its best possible lineup to the plate. Overall, Nebraska's returning hitters boast 
a combined .292 career batting average. Four players own career batting averages above 
.300, while three Huskers have career slugging percentages better than .550.

"We have some very talented hitters, and we may have a chance to have the best 
offense in school history," Revelle said. "We set several school records offensively last 
season, and we intend to do the same this year.

"When you look at our potential batting order and how those players have produced, 
and you look at what Hoggie has done in the circle...like I said, I can't wait for this season."

2012 nebraska season preview
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the pItchIng staff
Nebraska's pitching staff returns intact from the 2011 season. Senior right-hander 

Ashley Hagemann is back as Nebraska's ace after a dominating junior season when she 
earned all-conference, all-region and academic All-America honors. Behind Hagemann 
are senior right-hander Haley Workman, sophomore right-hander Tatum Edwards and 
freshman right-hander Mattie Fowler. Both Workman and Edwards figure to benefit from 
the experience they gained last season in their first year pitching at the Division I level. 
With the entire staff returning and the addition of Fowler, Nebraska hopes to improve on 
last season's impressive totals that included ranking 30th nationally in ERA.

Hagemann took her game to another level in 2011 and this spring, she hopes to be 
even better. An All-America candidate, Hagemann posted a 31-13 record with a 1.75 
ERA and 344 strikeouts last season. She earned first-team all-conference honors in a Big 
12 Conference that featured five first- or second-team All-America pitchers. Nationally, 
Hagemann ranked eighth in strikeouts and 10th in victories. Hagemann also excelled 
against the nation's top teams, posting eight victories over ranked teams, including four 
wins against top-10 squads. She went 5-3 in eight starts against teams that qualified for 
the 2011 Women's College World Series, and Nebraska hopes she can repeat that success 
as the Huskers aim for a deep postseason run in 2012.

A native of Elkhorn, Neb., Hagemann also enters her final season with a chance to 
leave her mark on the Husker career record book. She begins the year ranked seventh in 
school history in strikeouts, eighth in wins and saves, ninth in innings pitched and 10th in 
shutouts. If she can duplicate the numbers from her junior campaign, Hagemann would 
become Nebraska's all-time strikeout leader, while moving into the top five in school 
history in wins and innings pitched.

Edwards emerged as Nebraska's No. 2 pitcher last season and she looks to continue 
in that role this spring. Edwards was 7-0 with a 2.40 ERA as a freshman and opponents 
hit just .202 against her. She was at her best in starting duty, posting a 6-0 record with 
a 1.82 ERA in nine starts. She allowed fewer than five hits in each of her nine starts and 
allowed one run or less in six of her nine starts, including two shutouts among her three 
complete games. Edwards hopes to duplicate that success this spring, as she figures to 
earn more starts with more experience under her belt and a scheduling change that will 
see Nebraska playing three-game conference series instead of two.

Workman saw limited action for the Huskers last season after spending her previous 
two seasons at Chattanooga State. She ended the year with a 3-1 record and a 2.95 ERA 
in 38.0 innings. Workman proved hard to hit, as opponents managed only a .203 average 
against her and produced just eight extra-base hits in 138 at bats. Control was Workman's 
biggest challenge last season, giving her an area to focus on during the offseason. She is 
expected to contribute to the staff as both a starter and reliever this season.

Fowler will also figure into the pitching rotation, in addition to her role as Nebraska's 
starting third baseman. Fowler, who had not pitched since eighth grade, pitched Canyon 
del Oro High School to a state title as a senior, compiling a 14-0 record with a 0.85 ERA. 
She added 74 strikeouts in 82.0 innings.

the catchers
Nebraska returns both of its catchers from last season in senior Kirby Wright and 

freshman Taylor Edwards. The Husker pitching staff also returns in tact from last season, 
giving the catchers plenty of familiarity with their pitchers, aiding the development of 
both groups. After a record-breaking All-America freshman season, Edwards returns as 
the Huskers' starting catcher this spring, where she hopes to extend Nebraska's streak to  
four consecutive seasons having a catcher earn all-conference accolades. Wright is the 
Huskers' most experienced catcher and will also see time behind the plate, in addition to 
providing a leadership role with the pitching staff.

Edwards burst onto the scene last year, when she made a case for being the country's 
top freshman and the nation's best catcher. Despite battling an injury over the final third 
of last season, Edwards batted .356 with 18 home runs and 67 RBIs. She led all freshmen 
nationally in home runs and RBIs in 2011 and set the Husker freshman home run record 
and the Big 12 Conference freshman RBI record. Edwards also set an NCAA record with a 
home run in six consecutive games and ranked seventh nationally in RBIs and 13th in home 
runs. For her efforts, she was named a third-team All-American and was one of only two 
catchers and the nation's only freshman tabbed as one of 25 finalists for the USA Softball 
Player-of-the-Year award.

Edwards is also a stellar defensive catcher, as she boasts a strong arm that limits 
running opportunities for opposing teams. Edwards developed a great rapport with ace 
Ashley Hagemann last season and together, the duo is expected to be one of the nation's 
top batteries this season. Individually, Edwards will look to become Nebraska's seventh 
two-time All-American this spring and despite her sophomore status, she needs only 10 
home runs to climb into the top five on the Husker career home run chart.

Despite playing behind a different all-conference catcher in each of her first three 
seasons, Wright has been an invaluable member of the team during her career. Her work 
in game action and bullpen sessions helped pave the way for Hagemann to post one of 
the best pitching seasons in school history last year. A selfless player, Wright has spent 
countless hours in the bullpen working with each of Nebraska's pitchers, while also 
mentoring Taylor Edwards and helping her to an outstanding freshman season.

On the field, Wright is a more than capable catcher. She has started 32 games in 
her career and appeared in 21 more. Wright is a solid defensive catcher and offensively, 
she  owns a .330 on-base percentage over the past two seasons. Wright is expected to 
see more action behind the plate this spring and is slated to be behind the plate when 
freshman Mattie Fowler pitches and Edwards slides into Fowler's spot at third base.

the InfIeld
 The infield is the only position where Nebraska must replace significant contributors 
from last season, as the outfield, catchers and pitching staff all return every player from 
2011. Gone are Julie Brechtel, Nebraska's starting second baseman the past four seasons, 
and Heidi Foland, the Huskers' starting third baseman three of the last four years. Senior 
Ashley Guile returns this spring after moving into Nebraska's starting first base role last 
spring. Junior Gabby Banda is also back, returning for her third season as a starter. Banda 
was NU's starting third baseman as a freshman and started at third last season. With 
Banda and Guile returning, newcomers Courtney Breault and Mattie Fowler are the top 
contenders for open starting jobs at second and third base, respectively.
 Guile adjusted well to first base last season and will start at the position again this 
spring. She committed only three errors at first last season and with a new second 
baseman beside her this spring, Guile will take on the added responsibility of correctly 
aligning the right-side of the Husker infield.
 Offensively, Guile is a proven producer in the middle of the Nebraska lineup. She was a 
first-team all-conference performer as a sophomore and was one of 50 players named to 
the USA Softball Preseason Player-of-the-Year watch list as a junior. Guile boasts a .308 
career batting average that ranks 17th in school history, and she owns a .432 on-base 
percentage fueled by 79 walks (sixth in school history) and 22 hit-by-pitches (third). Guile 
has also been a run producer, driving in 83 runs in her career, including 35 with two outs.
 Banda will settle into her second season as the Huskers' starting shortstop this spring. 
Banda was solid all season long at short last season and was outstanding as she gained 
experience at the position, ending the year on a career-long 20-game errorless streak. 
Banda also has experience at third base, knowledge that will help her work alongside a 
new third baseman this spring.

Ashley Hagemann (left) and Taylor Edwards (right) are expected to be one of the nation's 
top batteries in 2012. Edwards was a third-team All-American and one of 25 finalists for 
USA Softball Player of the Year in 2011, while Hagemann was an all-conference and all-
region selection, in addition to earning academic All-America honors.
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 At the plate, Banda made tremendous strides as a sophomore and is expected to give 
Nebraska a strong bat at the bottom of the order. Banda experimented with batting left-
handed for the first half of last season, before settling on batting right-handed, her natural 
side. She raised her batting average .080 from her freshman season and led the Huskers 
with 10 doubles. After an offseason focused on her right-handed swing, Banda showed 
improved power during the fall, homering three times in eight games.
 Second base will feature a new face for Nebraska this season, in either Breault or 
senior Nikki Haget. Breault enters the program with a wealth of experience at the position, 
as she spent the past two years as Arkansas' starting second baseman. In two years 
with the Razorbacks, Breault produced a .272 batting average with 14 doubles, nine 
home runs and 51 RBIs. Her numbers dipped last season as she dealt with a shoulder 
injury that eventually required surgery. When she was healthy, Breault was named to the 
SEC All-Freshman team in 2010. Breault's recovery from offseason surgery may limit her 
availability early in the season, although she is expected to return at full strength. 
 In her absence, Haget - a high school infielder and Nebraska's starting center fielder 
the past two seasons - is expected to fill in for Breault at second base. The Huskers' 
leadoff hitter the past two seasons and an all-conference selection in 2010, Haget will be 
in Nebraska's lineup either at second base or in center field.
 At third base, Fowler is expected to be Nebraska's everyday starter despite her 
freshman status. A talented player, Fowler boasts the athleticism to play either third or 
short, while she also brings outstanding offensive potential to the table. As a high school 
senior last spring, Fowler batted .569 with 17 home runs, 22 doubles and 91 RBIs while 
leading Canyon del Oro to a state championship. Her 91 RBIs were an Arizona high school 
record. For her efforts, Fowler was named a first-team high school All-American and the 
Arizona Gatorade Player of the Year. Fowler will also pitch for the Huskers this spring, and 
when she's in the circle, sophomore Taylor Edwards will occupy third base.
 While Nebraska possesses plenty of talent on the infield, the Huskers do lack some 
depth. The top candidates to play on the infield in the event of an injury are a host of 
players from other positions. Haget is the top backup at second base and sophomore Kylee 
Muir is the backup at first base, with Edwards figuring into the rotation at third. Other 
candidates for playing time on the infield will come from other positions, with Haget and 
classmate Madison Drake each having infield experience from their high school careers.

the outfIeld
The outfield is expected to be Nebraska's most competitive position this season. As 

many as six players could compete for the three starting positions, including five players 
with starting experience and one talented newcomer. The group of contenders also 
features three returning all-conference performers in senior Nikki Haget, junior Brooke 
Thomason and sophomore Tatum Edwards. Senior Madison Drake and junior Megan 
Southworth also return after splitting time as Nebraska's starting left fielder last season, 
and freshman Jordan Bettiol made a big push for playing time during the fall season.

Haget is Nebraska's most experienced outfielder, having started 111 games over the 
past two seasons. She is arguably the Huskers' best defensive outfielder, and her speed 
allows her to cover a lot of ground in center. In addition to entering her third season as 
Nebraska's starting center fielder, Haget could also see time on the infield, especially 
early in the season as junior Courtney Breault, the projected starter at second base, 
recovers from offseason surgery.

Regardless of where she plays, Haget will certainly be in the lineup and is expected to 
be Nebraska's leadoff hitter for the third consecutive season. Haget has done an excellent 
job setting the table for an explosive Husker offense the past two years, earning all-
conference accolades as a sophomore. She boasts a .343 career batting average that 
ranks sixth in school history, and she also leads all current Huskers with 30 career stolen 
bases and 101 runs scored. She crossed home plate 51 times last season and is bidding to 
become only the second Husker ever to score 50 runs in back-to-back seasons.

In right field, Thomason is entering her third season as the starter. She has started 
106 games in the outfield in her career and has excelled both offensively and defensively, 
earning both all-conference and all-region recognition. Defensively, Thomason has 
committed only four errors in two seasons and possesses arguably the strongest arm of 
any Husker outfielder.

Offensively, Thomason brings a big bat to the middle of the Husker order. She boasts 
a .320 career batting average that ranks 13th in school history and a .550 slugging 
percentage that ranks sixth. She is Nebraska's active leader with 19 career home runs 
and is only the second Husker ever to homer at least eight times as both a freshman 
and sophomore. Thomason has also driven in more than 30 runs each of the last two 
seasons, while last year, her plate discipline improved as she drew 10 more walks than her 
freshman season and increased her on-base percentage 33 points to .410.

The battle for the final outfield spot is expected to continue until opening day and 
possibly even into the early stages of the season. Southworth started 29 games in left field 
last season and is the Huskers' most experienced outfielder behind Haget and Thomason. 
Southworth is a solid defensive outfielder who did not commit an error in left field last 
season, despite only switching to the position a year earlier. Offensively, Southworth is 
a .252 career hitter with four doubles and six RBIs. She has also been Nebraska's most 
reliable pinch hitter during her career, batting .278 in that role.

Drake found a home in the Husker outfield last year and is looking to retain the starting 
job she earned in the second half of last season. She entered the program as an infielder 
and pitched some for the Huskers in the 2010 season. Last year, Drake found a home in the 
outfield and started 25 games, including 22 in left field. While starting each of Nebraska's 
final 17 games a year ago, Drake produced one double, three home runs, six RBIs and nine 
runs scored. On the year, Drake posted a .484 slugging percentage, recording four home 
runs and two doubles in only 62 at bats.

Edwards could also see time in left field. She  made only five starts at the position last 
season, but the coaching staff is intent on keeping Edwards' powerful bat in the lineup. 
In addition to working in the outfield and at pitcher, Edwards is also a candidate to be the 
Huskers' designated player, where she earned 40 starts last season. Regardless of her 
position, Edwards' bat is sure to be in the lineup after she batted .285 with eight doubles, 
14 home runs and 42 RBIs during an all-conference freshman season. Her 14 home runs 
were the second-highest total by a freshman in school history, and she was the Huskers' 
leading hitter in conference play.

The lone newcomer to the outfield is Bettiol, who is expected to immediately challenge 
for a starting spot despite the returning talent around her. A talented athlete, Bettiol is 
just beginning to tap into her softball potential, as she didn't go out for the sport until 
her sophomore year of high school. She is a natural fit for the outfield as she possesses 
great speed and range. Offensively, Bettiol has the ability to bat at the top or bottom of 
the Husker order. She made a big impression in the Huskers' fall season, when she started 
all eight games in center field and batted second in the lineup. During the fall, Bettiol led 
Nebraska with a .545 batting average, 12 hits and five doubles, while adding eight RBIs.

desIgnated player
Although several players could ultimately compete for playing time as the designated 

player in addition to their work at other positions, the top two candidates to be Nebraska's 
primary designated player this spring are sophomores Tatum Edwards and Kylee Muir. 
Edwards started 40 games as Nebraska's designated player last season, while Muir 
earned four starts at the position.

Also a pitcher and outfielder, Edwards excelled as Nebraska's designated player last 
season. She batted .285 on the year with eight doubles, 14 home runs, 33 runs scored 
and 42 RBIs while earning second-team all-conference recognition. She ranked sixth in 
the Big 12 Conference and 55th nationally in home runs as a freshman and was a clutch 
hitter, batting .400 with runners in scoring position and two outs. She excelled during 
the conference season, when she faced a first- or second-team All-America pitcher in 
10 of her 18 games. During the league slate, Edwards led Nebraska with a .283 average, 
two doubles, five home runs, 11 RBIs, eight runs scored and a .604 slugging percentage. 
Regardless if she earns at bats as the designated player or at another position, Edwards 
will bat in the middle of the Husker lineup.

Muir saw her first action against Division I pitching in a limited role last season. She 
earned only 14 at bats and recorded two hits and two RBIs. A powerful left-handed hitter, 
Muir boasts plenty of offensive potential and after countless hours in the batting cages 
last summer, she took the first steps toward reaching her potential during the Huskers' fall 
season. Muir appeared in six games last fall, batting .529 with one double, three home 
runs and 11 RBIs in only 17 at bats. She reached base at a .600 clip and slugged 1.118. 
With her continued work over the winter, Muir has put herself in a position to earn playing 
time as Nebraska's designated player this spring.


