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Purdue - 77 
Nebraska - 64 
 

An Interview with: 
  

PURDUE 
COACH SHARON VERSYP 

KK HOUSER 
COURTNEY MOSES 
SAM OSTARELLO 

 
 
 THE MODERATOR:  Coach, an opening 
comment. 
 COACH VERSYP:  We knew it was a 
tough game playing Nebraska in six overtimes.  
And today I think collectively this is one of our best 
games that we played all year, offensively, 
defensively, really followed the game plan, 
executed inside/outside.  And I thought our 
defense in the first half was a big key to our 
success today.  
 
 Q.  KK, at times over the last month, 
you guys have struggled against zone 
defenses.  Can you talk about what the 
difference was tonight and how you were sort 
of able to attack Nebraska's zone in the second 
half? 
 KK HOUSER:  I think we just finally started 
listening to the coaches.  They tell us all the time:  
Have confidence, knock down your shots and then 
they won't play zone on you.  But we were so 
hesitant in the past.  
 But finally started listening to Coach and 
just started feeling comfortable and we started 
knocking down shots. 
 

 Q.  Courtney and Sam, just the last ten 
minutes of the first half, what really started 
working for you guys at that point?  
 COURTNEY MOSES:  I feel like 
defensively we really picked up the intensity.  We 
got a couple steals.  We had some transition 
baskets.  And the biggest thing was we were going 
inside and scoring and then we were also going 
inside and outside and scoring outside.  Once 
started doing that, it's really hard to defend. 
 SAM OSTARELLO:  I think we just stayed 
aggressive, and that's really important.  We were 
playing to win, not playing not to lose, kind of like 
we may have done in the past, just kind of just not 
being aggressive, not going to the hole.  And we 
changed that today and that showed. 
 
 Q.  Sam, why are you guys playing with 
so much confidence right now? 
 SAM OSTARELLO:  I think it's our team 
chemistry.  We love each other.  We don't want 
this season to end.  We want to get as many 
games as we can.  And I think that really shows on 
the court.  
 Our team chemistry, it's sky high.  We do 
all this kind of bonding and everything.  Maybe 
during the time, we're like, uh, another bonding.  
But because we spend so much time outside of 
basketball with each other anyway, but it really 
shows.  We really love each other. 
 
 Q.  Courtney, could you speak to KK's 
all-around game today, especially on the 
defensive end, how she got six steals and 
maybe how she controlled things on the 
perimeter tonight? 
 COURTNEY MOSES:  KK did an 
awesome job of drawing the tempo of the game.  
She's done it all year.  And she was just hailing 
their pressure.  They were pressing her the whole 
time.  She did a great job of staying poised and 
getting us in the offense.  She was finding her 
shot.  She was attacking.  
 At the beginning of the game, it really got 
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us going when she was driving and she was 
knocking down 3s and doing everything. 
 
 Q.  KK, when they were in their man 
early and in the first half, you guys were really 
able to go inside.  Was that part of the game 
plan?  Did you feel like you guys had a good 
advantage inside? 
 KK HOUSER:  That was one of our main 
themes of our game plan was to go inside.  We 
had an advantage since [Jordan] Hooper and 
[Emily] Cady like to be more like guards, so we just 
wanted to get inside and have our post attack 
them. 
 
 Q.  KK, last year in the tournament, kind 
of rose to the occasion against Nebraska.  
Obviously you're from Lincoln, but just kind of 
your emotions going into the game how you 
played against Nebraska during your career so 
far? 
 KK HOUSER:  The beginning of the game, 
I tried to act like it was just another game, but it's 
Nebraska.  I'm from there.  I always want to beat 
them.  I never want to lose.  So I step on the court 
and I'm ready to go for 40 minutes. 
 THE MODERATOR:  Thank you.  
Questions for Coach.  
 
 Q.  They got within 10 on a couple of 
times in the second half.  What did you tell your 
team when they were sort of looking like they 
were going to try to get back in, close the game 
and push you guys a little more? 
 COACH VERSYP:  When I called timeout, 
just talked about our poise.  We said they were 
going to make a run.  This is their run.  We need to 
score and then get a stop.  And when I called the 
timeout, I said we're going to come out of here and 
we're going to score the next basket.  
 And in the first half, we were making our 
layups; second half, we missed some.  And that's 
how they were able to make some transitions.  
 So pretty much I had somebody step up 
and knock down a three after that timeout.  And 
then that kind of just gave a little relaxation and 
everybody just kept playing and continued to force 
other people to take shots when it came down to 
crunch time. 
 
 Q.  KK gave you a lot of credit there, but 
what did they do well against that zone defense 
that maybe they hadn't been doing here over 
the last month? 

 COACH VERSYP:  They listened.  They 
executed.  They listened.  Sometimes they try to 
force more against the zone, rather than just letting 
the game come to them and seeing the openings.  
And I think with April [Wilson] and KK knocking 
down some 3s and seeing that, they can't all sag 
in.  They'll sagging off of a couple of our players, 
but just being able to execute and when they 
knocked down the shot against the zone, then just 
like anything, it kind of just gives them a boost of 
confidence.  
 But they're looking for the things that we've 
asked them to look for. 
 
 Q.  You made Jordan Hooper disappear 
in the second half.  What was the special 
attention? 
 COACH VERSYP:  Drey Mingo.  I was 
telling Drey she's not doing anything, but she did a 
lot tonight.  Trying to motivate a kid.  But the 
scoring wasn't coming for her.  But I think Drey, 
when we played them the first time, Drey's length, 
she really chased her 37 minutes the first game.  
This time it was 25 minutes.  We had her and Dee 
Dee Williams on her, just trying not allow her to 
have easy looks and contest a lot of shots.  
 We have a lot of respect for Hooper and 
Drey did a good job and Dee Dee, and just a 
collective team effort. 
 
 Q.  The first half was pretty helter 
skelter there for a while.  And with about seven 
and a half minutes to go, Moses and Houser hit 
back-to-back threes, gave you a seven-point 
lead and started some separation there that 
you were able to go on to 11 points by halftime.  
And then how big was that at that time to get a 
little separation in that scoreboard? 
 COACH VERSYP:  It had to happen at 
some point, 'cuz like you said, it was helter skelter.  
Everybody was just pushing the tempo, going up 
and down as hard as both teams could.  
 I said at some point we've got to settle 
down and be able to really execute and knock 
down some shots in the half court.  But I thought it 
was a transition.  Those 3s came in transition.  I 
thought that was a big boost.  We love to run.  And 
when you got the two guards knocking down 3s, 
then the inside opens up. 
 
 Q.  Just how big of a presence was 
Taylor [Manuel] inside and coming in?  Was 
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she -- was that somebody that you felt like 
would have an advantage against their post 
inside players?  
 COACH VERSYP:  I feel Taylor has an 
advantage.  Anyone that we play.  We're like, you 
gotta get inside.  You've got to post up.  You make 
a difference.  Whether they foul you or not foul you, 
they have to pay attention to you.  
 And there's two or three players on her.  
She continues to finish well.  She's always in 
double-double.  She's always shooting 50 percent 
or more.  And she gets upset when she misses any 
shots or any free throws.  So you like that type of 
kid.  
 But it's tough, especially when we play 
Nebraska, because they don't really like to have 
that low post presence.  And Taylor's -- it's just 
hard for people to get around her. 
 
 Q.  Only 10 turnovers in a game with 
that pace.  And when they went to the full court 
press there, how you at times continued to 
attack against that.  
 COACH VERSYP:  Well, I think playing 
Illinois helped us with that.  I said that on the radio.  
Just that frantic, being able to trap, being a 1-3-1, 
getting it to the middle and kicking it out and being 
able to attack.  And I thought Sam did a great job 
in the half court when we came to the middle 
attacking, whether for her to score or getting it to 
Drey on the baseline.  
 Supposed to be accumulating knowledge, 
and it's continuing to work, thank God. 
 
 Q.  What's the secret behind the third 
seed?  This is like five for five, third seed, and 
the winner of the semifinals.  
 COACH VERSYP:  I'm not sure it's a seed.  
I think it's just a group of young women that play at 
Purdue that have a tradition, and we talk about the 
tradition of everyone before us.  
 And they just take a lot of pride, and I hope 
we can continue to play well in March Madness.  
 THE MODERATOR:  Thank you, Coach.  
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