
Nebraska Spring Game (April 6, 2013)

Nebraska Player Quotes
Senior Quarterback Taylor Martinez
On how he thought his offense looked in the first half
"I thought we looked really good on both sides of the ball, and we moved the ball down on the defense. I think it looked pretty good."

On whether or not they planned for the game to go so smoothly
"We really didn't talk about anything. We just treated it like another practice, and we just came out there did our thing. We normally 
practice like that, so that why we did well."

On what it was like to hand the ball off to Jack (Hoffman)
"That was awesome for the team and for Jack. He's going to remember that for the rest of his life and so will I. It was awesome for 
him to score that touchdown."

On whether or not Jack was nervous in the huddle
"Yeah, he was really nervous when he got there. You saw him run the wrong way, so I had to grab him and lead him the right way. It 
was awesome for him."

On if he will be heading to California soon to work with Steve Calhoun?
"Yes, in May I will be out there working with him and a few other quarterbacks. Then I think I should be going to that camp again in 
July"

On what he is happiest with his offense this spring?
"Pretty much everything. They are still grasping all of the new things we have learned later on in the season coming into the spring. 
The offense will keep on learning until we get things exactly how Coach (Tim) Beck wants them."

On how having experiened wide receivers has and will help the team 
With having experienced receivers and an experienced tight end, it pushes the process a lot further than having to restart. They all 
pretty much know the plays and it is the same the offensive line, so you can pretty much advance our offense to the next level."  

Senior Fullback C.J. Zimmerer
On what the instructions were for the play involving Jack (Hoffman)
"Yeah, we drew up the play probably 30 seconds before so I'm sure it was all a blur for him. I was telling some of the other reporters 
that he did a great job. We wanted to get him around the edge, giving him a nice lane to the end zone. He did a great job running his 
little legs there. He's fast for a little guy. He did a great job for the pressure of 60,000 fans. I'm sure it was not very easy for a 7-year-
old."

On whether or not they knew ahead of time that Jack would be scoring a touchdown
"We talked about it a bit last night with (Jeff) Jamrog. I've been involved with the Team Jack stuff and Uplifiting Athletes, so I was in 
on the planning with it, but they addressed the team today. Coach Bo told us and all the guys were really excited about it. It worked 
out really well." 

On what the huddle was like with Jack
"Like I said, probably a little shock, but he was real happy to be there. He was really excited. We didn't really know when Coach Bo 
was going to get us out there, so he was pacing up the sideline with me and some of the other guys waiting to get in there. He did 
great for being on the field, and in front of all those people. It was a great experience" 

On his 45-yard touchdown reception
"It was awesome. It was dream come true for me, even if it was just a spring game. They called the play, and Taylor kind of checked 
audible a few times at the line. Eventually, it got back to the original play.  I just happened to run a decent route, he gave me a good 
ball, and I just ran it in. It was a great feeling."
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Nebraska Player Quotes - Postgame

Cornerback Ciante Evans

On what happened to him physically when he went out of the game 
"I just had a collision with one of my players, a little bit of head on head contact, but it's nothing serious."

On how far has the defense come and how far does it need to go
"I think we've made some good improvements, but I'm glad we were put in the situation that we were today with some of the young 
guys out there experiencing the crowd and the atmosphere. I'm glad we were put in that situation so they could get a feel of what 
it's close to being like out there in a game."

On how much it helps to face the offense in practice to pick up the pace
"It's good because they are always going to compete against us. Every time we get a chance to go out and compete with them it is 
truly an honor because those boys come out ready to play." 

On how it helps the secondary for the linebackers to cover the passing game well
"They have some real good physical attributes; they can run, they're strong, and they're fast. Whenever you can get linebackers 
helping out, especially the safeties, and make the ball have some air then it helps the secondary a lot. When they can cover from 
sideline to sideline, it helps out in the secondary."

On what Bo Pelini means by going above and beyond
"He basically means to manage your spare time. Get into your playbook, do some extra drills, and don't be complacent as to 
where you're at right now. I just think that leaders on the defense need to continue to remind younger guys that it's still a long way 
to the season, but it will be here before you know it. Continue to learn your playbook and continue to practice and get better."

On how he feels about the defense's progress this spring
"I feel good. At the beginning I, was kind of worried but I feel we have come a long way."

On what the strength of the defense is
"Of course I'm going to say secondary because I play there, but overall, we've all come together and we've been accountable for 
one another. I think that the linebackers are going to be good this year and so is the defensive line."

On what happened on the plays when Jake Long and C.J. Zimmerer got behind the secondary
"I was on the field when Jake Long got loose, but I don't really remember what happened because I was on the back side. 
From what I heard, on the sideline was that someone broke coverage to come for the scrambling quarterback but that's not our 
responsibility. As a secondary, we have to stay on our man and do our assignment."

On what he can help the secondary with as a leader
"I think it's just being able to get out there on the field more. We have to work with the strength coaches. We have to get in the film 
room and go over film. Just doing extra things with one another helps each other out." 

On Alonzo Moore and Jordan Westerkamp
"They're two different types of receivers. Alonzo is more of a straight ahead guy. He's really fast. Westerkamp is more of a shake 
and bake and play it by the book player. He's very crafty."




