
Nebraska Postgame Quotes Spring Game (Apr. 6, 2013)

Head Coach Bo Pelini
Opening Statement
"I think we had a good spring. I really do. I have to tell you I was a little concerned about midway through. I wasn't seeing the 
progress in some areas as much as I would've liked. Obviously, we were making progress, but we were having some repeat 
errors that I didn't like. I thought that when we came back from spring break, those last six practices leading up to today, we 
made a big jump. I thought it was important for us to do that. Are we where we want to be? No. But it's April. We shouldn't 
be. I think there's a lot firmer foundation that's going to carry us into fall practice and right up into the year. But the message 
to the team is this: if we think that we can just do what is required and be ready to go and be the football team we want to be, 
it's not going to happen. We have to go over and above. We have to do more than what's required. Our team understands 
that and our leaders understand that. That's a challenge we have ahead of us. As far as the game, I thought there were 
some good things out there. There was some sloppiness at times. There were some good things and some bad things. We 
were playing a bunch of guys in a lot of instances who hadn't played together, so there were some miscommunications, 
some missed assignments, and some things that obviously you don't like as a head coach. But you go into a game like this 
and have to understand that some of that stuff is going to happen. Overall, it was a good effort, a good spring, and there's 
a lot of work ahead of this team." 

On the six straight scoring possessions in the first half
"Like I said, I thought there were some good things offensively. I'm not going to sit here and dissect everything that happened 
to us on defense, but there were a lot of recurring themes that happened to us in that first half. Like I said, you come to 
anticipate some things that are going to happen going in, so I wasn't surprised about that in some areas. I thought most 
of our guys were able to handle this atmosphere, but there were some guys it took a quarter or a quarter and a half where 
there eyes were big, too big for a situation like this. I think they settled down after a while, on both sides. There were some 
things that you don't see in a scrimmage or practice setting. You saw some guys that just lost their focus a little bit. It's a 
different stage for some of these guys. Some of them haven't been out there in this kind of atmosphere. That's all part of 
their development and the process." 

On the backup QB battle 
"I think Ron (Kellogg III) had a good day. I think coming out of the spring I would probably say Tommy (Armstrong Jr.) was a 
little bit ahead of Ron at the end of the spring. I'll have to take a look at the spring game and see, but at the end of the day, 
what we're doing is taking all of those kids from where they were and trying to make them better. I thought Tommy made big 
strides throughout the spring. I thought Ryker Fyfe did some really good things. He didn't get very good protection out there 
today, but he showed that he can really throw the ball. We have some talent at the quarterback position and some guys that 
made a lot of progress this spring."

On Tommy Armstrong Jr.
"He's a tremendous leader. He was a little bit rusty when the spring started, especially with his footwork coming off of the 
surgery. His understanding of the offense is very good. He's obviously a very talented young man. He has to continue to 
work on his technique, especially his footwork. Success as a quarterback comes from footwork. He has to work to do in that 
area as most young guys do, but I saw him get better as the spring went on. He was a lot better quarterback and had a lot 
better technique and fundamentals after practice 14 than he was when we started."

On where the defense improved most this spring
"They've come a long way in a lot of areas. I think our defense has potential to be very good, but it is going to require a lot of 
hard work between now and then. There's going to be a tremendous competition to see who is out there on the field come 
that first game. Who that's going to be, I don't know yet. There's a lot of potential, but like I said, there's a lot of work to do 
between now and then."

On whether King Frazier or Jack Hoffman is the first running back behind Imani Cross
"Jack's pretty hard to beat. He was the leading rusher today wasn't he? There you go."

On involving Jack in the game
"Obviously, Jack's a young man who has touched the hearts of a lot of people. Our football team and the student body have 
gotten behind him, and he's become a big part of the team. We weren't sure if he was going to want to do it. We brought the 
idea to his dad, and I thought it was a pretty special thing."
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On King Frazier
"King had a really good spring. He's going to be a good football player. He's going to play some football for us. I liked what 
he did through the spring."

On what it means to do more than what's required
"There are a lot of things that go into that. We've talked about that as a group. They've talked about what they want to be. 
I told them that it's not just going to magically happen. You have to help make those things happen. I laid out to them that 
I want a detailed plan. It's not going to happen by just doing what we've done in the past or just doing what's required. You 
have to go over and above. That's the kind of commitment we need on this football team. We have older guys and younger 
guys, and we're going to need every single one of them. We're going to need to all come together. That means we're going 
to need to have the same level of commitment, accountability, and all of the things we talk about embracing as a football 
team. That's what we're working toward."

On Alonzo Moore 
"Alonzo Moore showed me that he's a very talented young man who has a lot of potential, but has a lot of growing to be 
done for him to be a productive player in our system. He's a great kid. The 'want to' is there, but the ability to sustain it and 
do it day after day after day is a challenge. He's a young man trying to figure it out, but when he does figure it out, he's going 
to be a special player."

On the tight ends
"They've gotten a lot better. Today, I thought some guys stepped up and made some catches, but I saw them get better as 
the spring went on."

On the special teams
"Mauro Bondi got a better throughout the spring. He still has to work on some consistency things, but he has a big leg. He 
has to work on his mental approach at times and the consistency that's required. He has to show that when things are tough, 
he's able to bring it every single time. We've tried to put him in some stressful situations, and he's gotten better. (Sam) Foltz 
has shown me that he's an excellent punter, so if we played a game today, Mauro Bondi would be kicking and kicking off, 
and Foltz would be punting. That would be a pretty good scenario because we wouldn't have to have one guy handling all 
of the duties. But there is a long time before we play a game. We have other guys coming in who we think are going to be 
able to compete for one or two of the jobs, and we'll go from there."

On the drills included in the game
"We were on TV and it was about recruiting. We don't do the punt drill during practice, but the compete drill is something we 
included throughout the spring. We were going to add a couple more things that we normally do, but time became an issue. 
I think it gives them a different, inside look into what we do in our program."

On the offensive line
"I think our offensive line is getting better. Right now, I would say we have four tackles we feel really comfortable with. 
Inside, between the guard positions, we have five, with the potential of six. I think that our young guys in the offensive line 
are making really good progress and showing real potential. That's going to important when you lose guys. I believe that 
the center position is really solid. The young guys are coming, especially a guy like Givens Price. Overall, I think we have a 
chance to be really solid, and we should be. We have some returnees on the offensive line, and we've had success moving 
the football, so I wouldn't expect that to change."


