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AMEER ABDULLAH #8 
I-BACK |  5-9 |  190 |  JUNIOR

HOMEWOOD, ALA. • HOMEWOOD
TWO LETTERS

» Second-Team All-Big Ten Running Back (Coaches, 2012)
» Second-Team All-Big Ten Punt Returner (Phil Steele, 2012)
» Third-Team All-Big Ten Running Back (Phil Steele, 2012)
» Honorable-Mention All-Big Ten Running Back (Media, 2012)
» 2012 Johnny “The Jet” Rodgers Return Specialist Award Semifinalist (1 of 12)
» Nebraska Lifter of the Year (2012)
» Big Ten Special Teams Player of the Week (vs. Idaho State, 2012)
» Two-Time Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll
» First-Team All-Big Ten Kickoff Returner (Yahoo.com, 2011)
» Second-Team All-Big Ten Kickoff Returner (Phil Steele, 2011)
» Big Ten All-Freshman Team Kickoff Returner and Punt Returner (Yahoo.com, 2011)
» Big Ten All-Freshman Team Punt Returner and Running Back (ESPN.com, 2011)
» Big Ten Special Teams Player of the Week (vs. Fresno State, 2011)
» Big Ten Freshman of the Week (vs. Fresno State, 2011)
» School Record Holder for Single-Game Kickoff Return Yards (211 vs. Fresno 

State, 2011)

2013 OUTLOOK
Junior I-back Ameer Abdullah played a leading role for the Nebraska offense in 2012 and 

is primed to take his game to a higher level this fall. The 5-9, 190-pound Abdullah became 
a workhorse for the Nebraska offense for much of last season, after senior Rex Burkhead 
was sidelined by injury. Abdullah was more than up for the challenge and is poised to lead 
one of the nation’s top running attacks in 2013.

Despite his smaller frame, Abdullah is a powerful back who has the ability to run with 
equal effectiveness both inside and outside. He also has shown excellent ability as a pass 
receiver out of the backfield in his first two seasons.

Abdullah was limited to a handful of practices during spring ball after a minor injury 
sidelined him for the final 10 practices of the spring. The time on the sideline gave Abdullah 
the opportunity to focus on the mental side of the game this spring and gain an even better 
understanding of the NU offense.

Abdullah produced six 100-yard rushing games and finished the year with 1,137 rushing yards 
in 2012. For his play, Abdullah earned second-team All-Big Ten honors from the conference 

coaches, and he is poised to push for higher honors in 2013.
Abdullah’s 1,000-yard rushing season in 2012 marked the third straight year a Nebraska 
I-back had surpassed the 1,000-yard mark. He and quarterback Taylor Martinez each 

topped 1,000 rushing yards last season, giving Nebraska a pair of returning 1,000-
yard rushers for the first time in school history. The duo is also one of only two 
returning 1,000-yard pairs in the country for the 2013 season.

The heavier rushing load in 2012 limited Abdullah’s role as a return man, but 
he still showed the ability to be one of the nation’s best in that area. He could 
once again figure into the Huskers’ special teams plans this fall. 

2012 (Sophomore)
Abdullah played in all 14 games with seven starts, to help Nebraska lead the Big Ten in 

both rushing offense and total offense. Abdullah carried 226 times for 1,137 yards and eight 
touchdowns, while averaging 5.0 yards per carry. His 81.2 rushing yards per game ranked 
ninth in the Big Ten, while his 134.6 all-purpose yards per contest were good for fourth in 
the conference. 

Abdullah showed the ability to be an every-down back, as he carried the ball more than 
15 times in eight games, including more than 30 carries against both Arkansas State and 
penn State. Abdullah also caught 24 passes for 178 yards and two touchdowns. he averaged 
21.2 yards on 17 kickoff returns to rank in the top 10 in the conference and also averaged 
13.1 yards on 16 punt returns.

After Burkhead went down early in the Southern Miss contest, Abdullah took over as the 
lead back and ran 15 times for 81 yards. He also caught four passes in the game, including 
his first career receiving touchdown. 

Abdullah earned his first career start the next week at UCLA and responded with 16 carries 
for 119 yards and two touchdowns. The 100-yard game marked the first of six for Abdullah 
in 2012, including each of his first five starts. Abdullah became the first NU player since 1994 
to rush for at least 100 yards in each of his first five career starts.

Abdullah rushed for a career-high 167 yards on 30 carries against Arkansas State, including 
a career-long 45-yard run. A week later, he ran for 49 yards and a touchdown against 
Idaho State and had an 81-yard punt return for a touchdown. 

Abdullah produced one of the most prolific all-purpose games in school history 
against Wisconsin in Lincoln. He totaled 252 all-purpose yards, including five kickoff 
returns for 142 yards, highlighted by an 83-yard return in the first quarter. He also 
ran 10 times for 70 yards and had 22 receiving yards. Abdullah had a big night in the 
return game at Ohio State with eight returns for 128 yards. He also scored a pair of 
rushing touchdowns against the Buckeyes. 

The running of Abdullah helped key Nebraska’s six-game win streak in the second 
half of the regular season. He ran 19 times for 101 yards at Northwestern in a 
29-28 win, then had 24 carries for 101 hard-fought yards in a 23-9 victory over 
Michigan in Lincoln, including 85 rushing yards after halftime. 

Abdullah ran for 110 yards on 22 carries against one of the nation’s top run 
defenses at Michigan State and also caught a touchdown pass in the game. He 
continued to be a workhorse in a comeback win against penn State, carrying a 
career-high 31 times for 116 yards, moving him past 1,000 career rushing yards. 
Abdullah carried 18 times for 79 yards against Minnesota to move past 1,000 
rushing yards on the season.

With Burkhead returning to action for the final three games, Abdullah’s carries 
decreased. He ran for a combined 127 yards on 39 carries in the final three games 

of the year.
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JARED AFALAVA #33
LINEBACKER |  6-3 |  230 |  REDSHIRT FRESHMAN

SOUTH JORDAN, UTAH • BINGHAM

LEROY ALEXANDER #18
DEFENSIVE BACK |  6-0 |  190 |  REDSHIRT FRESHMAN

TOLEDO, OHIO • WHITMER

2011 (FreShmAn)
Abdullah saw action in every game as a true freshman in 2011. He rushed for 150 yards 

and three touchdowns, reaching the end zone against penn State, michigan and South 
Carolina. He was also one of the nation’s most dangerous return threats. Abdullah averaged 
29.3 yards on 26 kickoff returns, including a 100-yard kickoff return for a touchdown against 
Fresno State. He set a school record with 211 kickoff return yards against the Bulldogs. 
Abdullah ranked ninth nationally in kickoff return average and averaged better than seven 
yards on punt returns. 

BeFore neBrASKA (homeWooD hS)
Abdullah was a running and receiving threat for Homewood High School and Coach Dickey 

Wright. Abdullah rushed for 1,800 yards and 24 touchdowns, while catching 33 passes for 
515 yards as a senior. He also scored four touchdowns on punt returns to help Homewood 
to a 6-4 record.

Abdullah was named the South region player of the year by the Birmingham News. He 
scored the winning TD in the Mississippi-Alabama All-Star Classic, and was selected to 
participate in the Offense-Defense All-American bowl, where he starred as a defensive back.

As a junior, Abdullah rushed for more than 1,000 yards and had 24 catches for more than 
200 yards. Rivals.com ranked him as one of the top 20 “athlete” prospects in the country 
and one of the top 10 players in Alabama. He was also ranked as one of the nation’s top 
60 running backs by Scout.com. Abdullah chose Nebraska after also visiting Tennessee 
and Vanderbilt, and he had a host of offers including USC, Texas A&M and South Carolina.

perSonAl
Ameer is the son of Kareem and Aisha Abdullah, and he was born on June 13, 1993. 

Abdullah has volunteered time with a Nebraska Sportsmanship Rally, team hospital visits, 
the Belmont Rec Center, Madonna Rehabilitation Hospital and with Husker Heroes. He was 
honored as a Nebraska Student-Athlete HERO Award winner in 2012. Abdullah is majoring 
in history, and he has been named to the Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll each of the 
past two semesters. 

CAREER STATS
Year  G/S  Att.  Gain  Loss  Net  Y/A  Y/G  Long  TDs
2011 13/0 42 172 22 150 3.6 11.5 24 at Wyoming 3
2012 14/7 226 1,193 56 1,137 5.0 81.2 45 vs. Arkansas St. 8
Totals 27/7 268 1,365 78 1,287 4.8 47.7 45 vs. Arkansas St. 11

Receiving: Career: 25 catches, 189 yards, 2 TDs, long of 26 vs. Arkansas State (2012)
2012: 24 catches, 178 yards, 2 TDs, long of 26 vs. Arkansas State
2011: 1 catch, 11 yards, 0 TDs, long of 11 at Wyoming

Kickoff Returns: Career: 43 ret., 1,123 yds, 1 TD, 26.1 average, long of 100 vs. Fresno St. (2011)
2012: 17 returns, 360 yards, 0 TDs, 21.2 average, long of 83 vs. Wisconsin
2011: 26 returns, 763 yards, 1 TD, 29.3 average, long of 100 vs. Fresno State (TD)

Punt Returns: Career: 31 returns, 316 yards, 1 TD, 10.2 average, long of 81 vs. Idaho St. (2012)
2012: 16 returns, 209 yards, 1 TD, 13.1 average, long of 81 vs. Idaho State (TD)
2011: 15 returns, 106 yards, 0 TD, 7.1 average, long of 28 vs. Chattanooga

All-Purpose: Career: 2,915 yards, 367 attempts, 107.9 yards per game, 7.9 yards per attempt
2012: 1,884 yards, 283 attempts, 134.6 yards per game, 6.7 yards per attempt
2011: 1,031 yards, 79.3 yards per game, 84 attempts, 12.3 yards per attempt

Single-gAme highS 
» Carries–31 vs. penn State (2012)
» Rushing Yards –167 vs. Arkansas State (2012)
» Receptions –5 at Northwestern (2012)
» Receiving Yards –39 twice (Southern Miss and Arkansas State in 2012)
» Punt Return Yards – 80 vs. Idaho State (2012)
» Kickoff Return Yards – 211 vs. Fresno State (2011)*
» All-Purpose Yards–252 vs. Wisconsin (2012)
» Touchdowns –2 four times (UCLA, Arkansas State, Idaho State, Ohio State in 2012)
*school record 

2012 gAme-By-gAme oFFenSive StAtS
  ------ Rushing ------   ------ Receiving ------
Opponent No.  Yds TD Lg No. Yds TD Lg
Southern Miss 15 81 0 19 4 39 1 18
at UCLA 16 119 2 36 0 0 0 0
Arkansas State 30 167 2 45 2 39 0 26
Idaho State 8 49 1 10 0 0 0 0
Wisconsin 10 70 0 17 3 22 0 11
at Ohio State 7 28 2 20 1 8 0 8
at Northwestern 19 101 0 15 5 21 0 9
Michigan 24 101 1 18 2 4 0 7
at Michigan State 22 110 0 15 1 2 1 2
penn State 31 116 0 33 4 29 0 15
Minnesota 18 79 0 23 0 0 0 0
at Iowa 14 50 0 7 1 3 0 3
vs. Wisconsin 5 18 0 7 1 11 0 11
vs. Georgia 7 48 0 26 0 0 0 0
Totals 226 1,137 8 45 24 178 2 26

2013 OUTLOOK
Redshirt freshman Jared Afalava (pronounced Off-uh-lava) is one of several young linebackers 

who will be counted on to make an impact for the 2013 Nebraska defense. The talented, 
but youthful linebacking corps will play an important role for the Huskers this fall after the 
graduation of three fifth-year senior linebackers from the 2012 defense.

The 6-3, 230-pound Afalava is a candidate for a starting job at the Buck linebacker spot after 
he and fellow redshirt freshman Thomas Brown earned the majority of snaps with the top 
unit at that spot during spring practice. Afalava brings excellent size, strength and toughness 
to the position and figures to be a fixture in the NU defense for the next several years. 

2012 (FreShmAn)
Afalava redshirted his first season at Nebraska.

BeFore neBrASKA (BinghAm hS)
Afalava was a standout on the Bingham High defense for three seasons, helping the 

school to a pair of Class 5A state championships in Utah. Afalava recorded more than 180 
career tackles, including 87 tackles in his senior season in 2011. He also had two sacks, three 
interceptions, two fumbles caused and a fumble recovery for Coach Dave peck’s team. 
Overall, Afalava had five games with 10 or more tackles in 2011, helping Bingham to a 9-3 
record and trip to the second round of the Class 5A playoffs. 

Afalava was a first-team Class 5A all-state pick by both the Salt Lake City Tribune and 
the Deseret News. Afalava played in the Semper Fi Marines All-America Bowl following his 
senior season. 

He was also a standout during his junior year, totaling 87 tackles and five interceptions 
to help Bingham to a 13-0 record and a second straight state championship. Afalava was 
a first-team all-state pick by the Deseret News and a second-teamer according to the Salt 
Lake City Tribune. He also played a key role in a state title as a sophomore, compiling more 
than 20 tackles. 

Afalava was ranked among the nation’s top 50 linebackers by Rivals.com, 247 Sports and 
Scout.com, and was also regarded as one of the top five prospects in Utah. Afalava chose 
Nebraska after also visiting Washington. He also had offers from Oregon, UCLA, Utah, 
Colorado, oregon State and ByU, among others.

perSonAl
Afalava is the son of Kesi and Kay Afalava, and he was born on Oct. 30, 1993. He volunteered 

his time with Husker Heroes. Afalava has not yet declared a major.

2013 OUTLOOK
LeRoy Alexander is among a group of talented young players who will look to make a bid for 

playing time in a veteran Husker secondary this fall. The 6-0, 190-pound Alexander spent the 
spring working at safety and will continue his bid for playing time at that spot into fall camp.

Alexander is also expected to be a candidate to contend for playing time on the Huskers’ 
special teams unit. Alexander is part of the Huskers’ recent strong recruiting efforts in Ohio.

2012 (FreShmAn)
Alexander redshirted his first season and made a strong impression on the scout team.

BeFore neBrASKA (Whitmer hS)
 Alexander was a versatile player who starred as a senior at Whitmer High School in Toledo, 

ohio, helping Coach Joe palka’s team to a 13-1 record. Whitmer advanced to the Division i 
(largest class) state semifinals before losing to eventual state champion Cleveland St. Ignatius. 

Alexander was a valuable member of the secondary, racking up 43 tackles, seven pass 
breakups and a pair of interceptions. He was also an explosive threat on offense, with 60 
rushes for 665 yards and eight touchdowns. He also had one touchdown reception. 

Alexander played at Springfield High in Holland, Ohio, as a sophomore and junior before 
transferring for his senior season. Alexander helped Springfield to a 9-3 record in 2010, 
when he was a teammate of NU sophomore defensive lineman Kevin Williams. Alexander 
also had a scholarship offer from Toledo, and was drawing strong interest from Michigan 
State before deciding on Nebraska. Alexander was ranked as the No. 60 “athlete” prospect 
in the country according to Rivals.com. A talented two-sport standout, Alexander was an 
honorable-mention all-state pick in basketball for Springfield High School in 2011, and he 
helped Whitmer to a 23-2 record and top-10 ranking in Ohio in 2012. 

perSonAl
 Alexander was born on Jan. 20, 1994, and he is the son of LeRoy and Theresa Alexander. 

He has not declared a major. Alexander has volunteered his time at local community center 
outreach events, Husker Heroes and at College View Academy as a guest reader. 
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TAARIQ ALLEN #7
WIDE RECEIVER |  6-3 |  195 |  Sophomore

WESTON, MASS. • THE RIVERS SCHOOL
ONE LETTER

ZAIRE ANDERSON #13
LINEBACKER |  5-11 |  220 |  JUNIOR

philADelphiA, pA. • FRANKFORD HS • RIVERSIDE CC

» Academic All-Big Ten (2012)
» Two-Time Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll

2013 OUTLOOK
Sophomore wideout Taariq Allen expects to be a key part of one of the nation’s deepest 

receiving units in 2013. The 6-3, 195-pound Allen was a part of Nebraska’s regular receiving 
rotation as a redshirt freshman last fall before a serious knee injury sidelined him for the 
season in late October. 

Allen sat out this spring while continuing his rehabilitation, but is on schedule for a full 
recovery that should allow him to participate in fall camp. Allen is part of a group of six 
returning wideouts with extensive playing experience who helped NU lead the Big Ten in 
total offense last season.

The Massachusetts native has enjoyed a strong start at Nebraska in the classroom, earning 
academic All-Big Ten honors in 2012.

2012 (reDShirt FreShmAn)
Allen played in the first eight games at receiver and on special teams. He caught two 

passes for 11 yards at Northwestern, highlighted by an eight-yard touchdown reception 
in the fourth quarter. The TD catch pulled Nebraska within five points as NU rallied from 
a 12-point deficit for a win. Allen suffered a knee injury on kickoff coverage the following 
week against Michigan and missed the rest of the season.

2011 (reDShirt)
Allen redshirted in his first season in 2011.

BeFore neBrASKA (the riverS SChool) 
Allen was a standout at the Rivers School in Weston, Mass., where his head coach was 

Nebraska receivers coach Rich Fisher. Allen was the first Husker signee from Massachusetts 
since Grant Miller in 2002. Allen was a key factor in 2010 for The Rivers School, which finished 
8-1, with its only loss in the Norm Walker Bowl, which determined the independent school 
state champion. 

Allen had 36 catches for 660 yards and eight touchdowns and had 69 carries for 706 yards 
and eight touchdowns as a senior. Allen also played defensive back and totaled 60 tackles, 
four interceptions, a sack and a fumble recovery. Allen earned first-team All-New England 
accolades and first-team all-league honors as a junior after recording more than 600 receiving 
yards and better than 500 yards on the ground, while combining for 15 touchdowns. He also 
had two interceptions and two fumbles caused on defense. In addition, Allen was a standout 
on the basketball court for The Rivers School. 

Allen was rated as the fifth-best prospect in Massachusetts by Rivals.com and was among 
the top 10 recruits in new england according to Superprep. Allen only visited nU, but also 
had offers from Connecticut, Wisconsin and Tulane. 

perSonAl
Taariq is the son of Fred and Christy Allen and was born on July 26, 1992. Allen has been 

active in the community during his time in Lincoln. He has volunteered time with hospital 
visits and Husker Heroes. Allen is majoring in child, youth and family sciences.

ALLEN’S CAREER STATISTICS
» Games Played–8 in 2012
» Receiving–2 receptions, 11 yards, 8-yard tD at northwestern, 2012

2013 OUTLOOK
Linebacker Zaire Anderson is expected to be a key piece in the Nebraska linebacking corps 

in the 2013 season. The 5-11, 220-pound Anderson was poised to contribute last year, before 
an injury sent him to the sideline for the remainder of the season in September. 

In his limited time on the field last fall, Anderson showed the ability to make plays from 
sideline to sideline and has a knack for being around the football. This spring, Anderson 
focused his time at the Will linebacker spot and is among the leading contenders to earn a 
starting role at the position.

2012 (meDiCAl hArDShip)
Anderson played in three games before suffering a knee injury, including a start against 

Arkansas State. Anderson had four tackles, including three against Arkansas State. Anderson 
received a medical hardship for the season.

BeFore neBrASKA (FrAnKForD hS/riverSiDe CC)
Anderson was one of two junior-college signees in NU’s 2012 recruiting class, joining the 

program after starring at Riverside (Calif.) City College in 2010 and 2011. Anderson helped 
Coach Tom Craft’s team to a 21-1 record over two years, including a perfect 11-0 record in 2011. 

Anderson was a playmaker at linebacker, finishing 2011 with 95 tackles, including 19 
tackles for loss, 6.5 sacks, two forced fumbles, two pass breakups and a fumble recovery. 
In his final game at Riverside, Anderson registered 12 tackles, 4.5 tackles for loss, 3.5 sacks 
and forced two fumbles in a 31-14 bowl victory over Saddleback Junior College. For his play 
in 2011, Anderson was named a JC Gridwire All-American and the National Division East 
Conference Defensive player of the year. 

Anderson quickly became an impact player for Riverside in 2010, finishing with 92 tackles, 
17 tackles for loss and nine sacks to earn second-team all-conference honors. A native of 
philadelphia, pa., Anderson starred at Frankford high School where he was a first-team All-
philadelphia public selection in his senior season. he was the first pennsylvania native to 
sign with Nebraska since 1999. Anderson was regarded as the top junior college linebacker 
prospect and No. 13 overall JUCO player by Rivals.com, while JC Gridiron.com named him 
as one of its “Dirty Dozen” Outside Linebackers. Anderson only visited Nebraska but had 
numerous scholarship offers, including Texas Tech, Mississippi State and Kentucky.

perSonAl
Zaire is the son of Walter Anderson and Kim Hawkins, and he was born on Aug. 18, 1992. 

Anderson is majoring in child, youth and family sciences. He has volunteered his time with 
hospital visits, local community center outreach events and at the UNL Children’s Center. 
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JASON ANKRAH #9
DEFENSIVE END |  6-4 |  265 |  SENIOR

GAITHERSBURG, MD. • QUINCE ORCHARD
THREE LETTERS

perSonAl 
Jason is the son of Kofi and Nanu Ankrah and was born on Feb. 26, 1991. He earned 

his degree in child, youth and family studies in May of 2013. He was named to the Big 12 
Commissioner’s Honor Roll in 2009 and 2010 and to the Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor 
Roll each of his final two semesters as an undergraduate. 

CAREER STATS
 (----------Tackles---------) Fum. QB
Year G/S UT AT TT TFL Sacks C-R BK PBU INT Hry.
2009    Redshirt
2010 10/0 1 1 2 0-0 0.0-0 0-0 0 0 0 1
2011 12/9 6 11 17 3-4 1.0-2 0-0 0 0 0 0
2012 14/9 16 10 26 6-21 2.0-13 2-0 0 1 0 3
Totals 36/18 23 22 45 9-25 3.0-15 2-0 0 1 0 4

Single-gAme highS
» Tackles–5 vs. Iowa (2011)
» Solo Tackles–2 five times (all in 2012)
» Tackles for Loss–1 nine times (three times in 2011; six times in 2012)
» Sacks–1.0 three times (Chattanooga, 2011; Arkansas State, idaho State in 2012)

» Two-Time Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll
» Big 12 Commissioner’s Fall Academic Honor Roll (2009, 2010)

2013 OUTLOOK
Defensive end Jason Ankrah has been a key member of the Nebraska front four each of 

the past three seasons, but will be looked at for a much bigger role in 2013. As the most 
experienced defender in Nebraska’s front seven, Ankrah will be counted on to be a playmaker 
from his end spot and will play a leadership role on the defensive line.

The 6-4, 265-pound Ankrah has shown during his career that he has the physical tools to 
be both an effective run stopper and pass rusher from the end spot. Ankrah has started 18 
games over the past two seasons, including each of the final seven games of 2012. After 
injuries depleted the defensive line last season, Ankrah helped solidify the front four down 
the stretch with increased playing time. His play also helped Nebraska feature one of the 
nation’s top pass defenses.

Off the field, Ankrah earned his undergraduate degree in child, youth and family studies 
last May and will play the 2013 campaign as a graduate student. 

2012 (JUnior)
Ankrah played in all 14 games and finished with 26 total tackles, including six tackles for 

loss and two sacks. He also forced a pair of fumbles and had three quarterback hurries. 
Ankrah had four games with at least three tackles.

Ankrah opened the year with four tackles against both Southern Miss and UCLA. He also 
had at least one tackle for loss in each of the first four games, including sacks against both 
Arkansas State and Idaho State. Ankrah also recorded one tackle for loss against Ohio State 
and Georgia. He forced fumbles against UCLA and Ohio State. 

2011 (Sophomore)
Ankrah played in 12 games with nine starts, including seven of the season’s first eight 

games. He recorded 17 tackles, highlighted by a career-high five stops in NU’s 20-7 win 
over Iowa. Ankrah also had a tackle for loss against the Hawkeyes, giving him three TFLs 
in 2011, including a two-yard sack in the opener against Chattanooga. Ankrah had three 
tackles at Minnesota and had three other games with a pair of tackles.

2010 (reDShirt FreShmAn)
Ankrah appeared in 10 games as a reserve defensive end and had two tackles. 

2009 (reDShirt)
He redshirted in 2009 and was one of Nebraska’s top scout team performers. 

BeFore neBrASKA (QUinCe orChArD hS)
Ankrah was one of the top prospects on the East Coast after an outstanding 

career for Coach Dave Mencarini at Quince Orchard High School in Gaithersburg, Md. 
Ankrah was just the second Husker signee from Maryland since 1990, and attended the 
same high school as nebraska defensive coordinator John papuchis. Ankrah totaled 55 
tackles as a senior, including 42 unassisted stops, 14 tackles for loss, seven sacks and 
19 quarterback hurries. His play helped Quince Orchard to a 10-2 record and a trip to 
the Maryland 4A West Regional Final. 

Ankrah was a first-team all-state pick, an All-met selection by the Washington post 
and was named to the All-Gazette (Gaithersburg) first team. Ankrah played in the first 
Maryland Crab Bowl, pitting the top players in Maryland against D.C. area standouts. 

Ankrah had more than 50 tackles and five sacks as a junior, helping Quince 
Orchard to a perfect 14-0 record and Class 4A state championship. He earned 
first-team All-Sentinel as an offensive lineman. Ankrah also visited Michigan and 
Maryland and considered Virginia Tech and Clemson. 
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WALKER ASHBURN #47
DEFENSIVE END |  6-2 |  260 |  JUNIOR

KENNER, LA. • JOHN CURTIS

TOMMY ARMSTRONG JR. #4
QUARTERBACK |  6-1 |  220 |  REDSHIRT FRESHMAN

CIBOLO, TEXAS • STEELE

» Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll (Fall 2012)

2013 OUTLOOK
Redshirt freshman Tommy Armstrong Jr. enters the 2013 season in hopes of earning 

the backup quarterback spot behind three-year starter and returning All-Big Ten selection 
Taylor Martinez. The 6-1, 220-pound Armstrong fits the dual-threat mold of Martinez and 
past NU quarterbacks, and Armstrong’s future in the NU program appears to be very bright.

Armstrong was impressive in practice last season before being sidelined by a minor knee 
surgery midway through the fall. He was at full speed for winter conditioning and spring 
ball and capped the spring with an impressive showing in the Red-White game, passing for 
102 yards and a touchdown.

Armstrong is also off to a strong start in the classroom in Lincoln, being named to the 
Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll in the fall of 2012. 

2012 (FreShmAn)
Armstrong redshirted his first season at Nebraska. He was impressive in his practice work 

early in the fall before being sidelined at mid-season with a knee injury.

BeFore neBrASKA (Steele hS)
Armstrong was considered one of the nation’s top dual-threat quarterbacks after leading 

Cibolo Steele High School to the Class 5A state championship game each of his final two 
seasons. Armstrong led Steele to 15 straight victories in 2011, before a loss in the state 
championship game. He produced huge numbers both as a runner and a passer as a senior, 
running for 1,281 yards and 16 touchdowns, while passing for 1,945 yards and 29 touchdowns 
against just two interceptions. He completed nearly 59 percent of his passes. 

Armstrong showed his all-around ability during Steele’s run to the state title game. In 
the quarterfinals, he threw for 279 yards and three touchdowns, while also rushing for a 
touchdown. In a semifinal win, Armstrong had 139 rushing yards and four touchdowns, while 
passing for another score. Armstrong was named to the San Antonio Express News All-Area 
team as an all-purpose player and was the District 25-5A offensive mvp. 

Armstrong also earned first-team all-district honors as a junior, when he led Cibolo Steele 
to a 14-2 record and a Class 5A Division II state championship. In 2010, Armstrong ran for 
more than 500 yards and eight touchdowns, while completing better than 51 percent of 
his passes for 1,343 yards and 19 touchdowns with just two interceptions. Armstrong was 
regarded as the No. 5 quarterback in the country and 18th-best overall prospect in the state 
of Texas by Scout.com, while Rivals.com ranked him among the top 50 players in Texas 
and one of the nation’s top 10 dual-threat signal callers. Armstrong played in the Offense-
Defense Bowl in Arlington, Texas, following his senior season. He only visited Nebraska, but 
had offers from coast to coast, including Georgia Tech, Oregon, Kansas, Missouri, Mississippi 
State, Southern Miss, TCU and UCLA.

perSonAl
Tommy is the son of Tommy Armstrong Sr., and he was born on Nov. 8, 1993. He has been 

active in NU outreach activities, volunteering with the Husker Heroes program, numerous 
hospital and community center visits, as well as at Randolph Elementary and Lefler Middle 
schools. He has not declared a major.

» Two-Time Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll

2013 OUTLOOK
Defensive end Walker Ashburn will look to earn playing time in a new-look Nebraska 

defensive front in 2013. The Huskers graduated three of their top four ends from last season, 
giving the 6-2, 260-pound Ashburn an opportunity to see action in 2013.

Ashburn has added depth on the defensive front throughout his Nebraska career, seeing 
limited action last fall. Ashburn came to Nebraska from John Curtis High School in River 
Ridge, La., one of the dominant prep programs in the state of Louisiana. 

2012 (Sophomore)
Ashburn was a reserve defensive end and played in Nebraska’s wins over Idaho State and 

Minnesota. He had two tackles against Idaho State, including sharing a sack.

2011 (reDShirt FreShmAn)
Ashburn added depth on the defensive line. He did not see action in a game, but did make 

the travel roster late in the season when NU was battered with injuries.

2010 (reDShirt)
Ashburn redshirted and worked on Nebraska’s scout team defensive unit.

BeFore neBrASKA (John CUrtiS hS)
Ashburn’s play as a senior helped Coach J.T. Curtis’ team to a runner-up finish in the Class 

2A state playoffs. The loss in the state title game prevented John Curtis from winning a sixth 
straight state title. Ashburn racked up 95 tackles and 16 sacks in 2009. His play earned him 
louisiana Class 2A Defensive mvp honors. he also earned first-team all-state honors, as well 
as first-team all-metro and all-district accolades. 

Ashburn had 90 tackles, 12 sacks and three forced fumbles as a junior in 2008, helping 
his team to a state championship. Ashburn was a four-year starter, and as a sophomore he 
was named mvp of the state championship game. Ashburn was a high school teammate of 
former nebraska safety p.J. Smith. Ashburn also competed in track and was strong in the 
classroom, carrying better than a 3.6 grade-point average. He only visited Nebraska, but had 
numerous offers including Oklahoma State and Stanford. 

perSonAl
Walker is the son of Terry and Desiree Ashburn, and he was born on May 22, 1991. Walker’s 

father works in the New Orleans Saints organization. Ashburn is majoring in communication 
studies and has twice been named to the Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll. He has 
volunteered his time with team hospital and school visits and the Husker Heroes program.

KENNY BELL #80
WIDE RECEIVER |  6-1 |  185 |  JUNIOR

BOULDER, COLO. • FAIRVIEW
TWO LETTERS

» First-Team All-Big Ten (BTN, CBS, ESPN, Phil Steele, 2012)
» Second-Team All-Big Ten (Coaches, Media, 2012)
» Nebraska Sophomore Receptions Record Holder (50 in 2012)
» Nebraska Sophomore Receiving Yards Record Holder (863 in 2012)
» Nebraska Sophomore Receiving Touchdowns Record Holder (8 in 2012)
» Nebraska Sophomore 100-Yard Receiving Games Record Holder (3 in 2012)
» Honorable-Mention Freshman All-American (CollegeFootballNews.com, 2011)
» Big Ten All-Freshman Team (Yahoo.com, ESPN.com, 2011)
» Longest Touchdown Run by a Freshman in School History (82 yards at 

Minnesota, 2011)
» Big 12 Commissioner’s Fall Academic Honor Roll (2010)
» Nebraska Offensive Scout Team MVP (2010)

2013 OUTLOOK
Junior Kenny Bell will head into the 2013 season as one of the top returning 

receivers in the Big Ten Conference and as a candidate for national honors this 
fall. He has also positioned himself to make a significant mark in the Nebraska 
record books during the second half of his Husker career. 

The 6-1, 185-pound Bell has excellent speed and is an outstanding route runner who 
continues to become a more physical receiver for the Huskers. Bell is one of three returning 
receivers who caught at least 30 passes last season and form arguably the top receiving 
unit in the Big Ten. 

Bell has led Nebraska in receptions, receiving yards and touchdown catches each of the last 
two seasons. In 2012, Bell caught 50 passes for 863 yards and eight scores. His 50 catches 
were seventh in Nebraska history, while his 863 yards and eight touchdown catches were both 
fourth on the career charts. Bell’s 863 yards were also the most ever by an NU sophomore.

Bell’s play as a sophomore earned him second-team All-Big Ten honors from both the 
league coaches and media. He also was tabbed a first-team selection by several media outlets.

Last season, Bell reached the 1,000-yard career receiving mark in just 20 games, the 
second-quickest and NU player has reached that milestone behind only 1972 Heisman winner 
Johnny Rodgers. Bell enters his junior season in ninth place in both receiving yards (1,324) 
and receptions (82) at Nebraska. He is poised to move into the top five in both categories 
this fall. His 11 career touchdown receptions are also three outside of the top five on that list.

2012 (Sophomore)
Bell started all 14 games and led the team in every receiving category. He averaged 17.3 

yards per catch to rank among the national leaders in that category, and his per-catch 
average was the 10th-best in school history among players with at least 30 receptions. Bell 
had 16 catches of at least 20 yards on the season and all eight of his touchdown catches 
were from 25 yards or more.

The Colorado native topped the 100-yard mark in receiving three times in 2012, including a 
career-high nine catches for a career-best 136 yards and two touchdowns against Minnesota. 
He also topped 100 yards against both UCLA and Ohio State. Bell had at least three catches in 
eight games, and had a reception in every game but the iowa contest. prior to going without a 
catch at Iowa, Bell caught a pass in 23 straight games, the second-longest streak in NU history. 
Bell also contributed in the return game in 2012, averaging 23.2 yards on 14 kickoff returns.

Bell’s only reception in the opener against Southern Miss was a 26-yard touchdown grab. 
At UCLA, he set then career highs with six catches for 108 yards, all in the first half. The 
game marked the first 100-yard receiving effort for an NU player since 2010. Bell also had 
two kickoff returns for 70 yards, including a career-long 47-yard return.

Bell made the most of his three catches against Arkansas State, with a 42-yard touchdown 
catch in the first quarter and a 25-yard TD reception in the second quarter. A week later 
against Idaho State, Bell caught his fourth touchdown of the season on a then-career-long 
68-yard reception in the first quarter. 
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After grabbing four balls in a win over 

Wisconsin, Bell set a then-personal-
best with 133 receiving yards on 

five catches at Ohio State. He 
grabbed a career-long 74-yard 
reception in the second quarter 
to set up a Taylor Martinez 
touchdown run. 

Bell had six receptions 
f o r  7 7  y a r d s  a g a i n s t 
Northwestern, including a 
37-yard touchdown reception 

in the second quarter. In the 
contest, he became the 

20th player in school 
history to crack 

the 1,000-yard 
r e c e i v i n g 

mark. Bell 
h a d  t w o 
receptions 
f o r  5 1 
y a r d s 
in  a  key 

L e g e n d s 
Division win 

o v e r  M i c h i g a n , 
inc lud ing  a  32-
yard touchdown 
reception in the 
second quarter. 

Bell combined for 
seven catches in 
wins over Michigan 
State and penn 
State, then had a 

career day in a 38-14 
victory over Minnesota. 

Bell snared a career-high nine 
receptions for a career-high 
136 yards and two touchdowns, 
including a 36-yarder in the 
first quarter and a 30-yard TD 
catch in the third quarter. His 
nine receptions tied for the 
eighth-most in a game in NU 
history, and the 136 yards fell 
just outside of the top 10 on 
the single-game yardage list. 

After going without a 
catch at Iowa, Bell caught 
two passes for 14 yards 
against Wisconsin in the 
Big Ten Championship 
Game. He closed his 
sophomore season with 
four receptions for 60 
yards in the Capital One 
Bowl against Georgia. His 
four catches gave him 50 
on the year, good for the 
seventh 50-catch season 
in NU history.

2011 (reDShirt 
FreShmAn)
Bell played in every game 

and started the final 11 
contests. A strong second 
half of the season allowed him 
to become just the second 
freshman ever to lead Nebraska 
in receptions and receiving 
yards (Nate Swift, 2005). Bell 
finished the year with 32 

receptions, 461 receiving yards 
and three touchdown catches. 

His reception and yardage totals 
were the second-best ever for a 

Nebraska freshman.

Bell averaged 14.4 yards per catch as a redshirt freshman and had eight catches of at least 
20 yards. Bell made 27 of his 32 catches in Big Ten play and had at least four catches in four of 
the final seven games. He had six games with at least three catches as a freshman, including 
five each against Iowa and Northwestern. In addition to his three receiving touchdowns, 
Bell also scored on an 82-yard touchdown run at Minnesota, the longest touchdown run in 
history by a Husker freshman.

2010 (reDShirt)
Bell redshirted in his first season and earned Scout team mvp honors. 

BeFore neBrASKA (FAirvieW hS)
Bell helped Fairview High to a 12-1 record and a state semifinal appearance in 2009. 

He caught 18 passes for 328 yards and three touchdowns, and added an interception and 
kickoff return for a touchdown. Bell missed much of the season with an injury, but scored 
five touchdowns in his first five games back in action. Despite his limited action, Bell’s impact 
was recognized, as he was a first-team All-Colorado selection and first-team Class 5A all-state 
pick by the Denver post. 

As a junior, Bell earned first-team All-Front Range League honors, playing wingback and 
rushing for 958 yards and 12 touchdowns. He was ranked among the top 10 players in 
Colorado according to Rivals.com. Bell chose Nebraska after also visiting Minnesota and 
Texas Tech. He also had offers from several other schools, including Colorado, California, 
Arizona and Arizona State. In basketball, Bell helped his team to the state title game as a 
senior, and he also competed in track. 

perSonAl
Kenny was born on Feb. 25, 1992, and is the son of Tami Campbell and his stepfather is Dan 

Campbell. Kenny’s father, Ken Bell, played for the Denver Broncos from 1986 to 1989, totaling 
more than 2,000 career yards in kickoff returns. Kenny is majoring in business administration, 
and was named to the 2010 Big 12 Fall Academic Honor Roll. Bell has volunteered time with 
husker heroes, meadow lane elementary and a Sportsmanship pep rally.

CAREER STATS
Year  G/S  No.  Yds.  Y/R  Y/G  Long  TDs
2010   Redshirt
2011 13/11 32 461 14.4 35.5 50 vs. Washington 3
2012 14/14 50 863 17.3 61.6 74 at Ohio State 8
Totals 27/25 82 1,324 16.1 49.0 74 at Ohio State 11

Rushing: Career: 5 carries, 108 yards, 1 TD, 21.6 average, long of 82 at Minnesota (2011)
2012: 2 carries, 8 yards, 0 TD, 4.0 average, long of 7 vs. Southern Miss
2011: 3 carries, 100 yards, 1 TD, 33.3 average, long of 82 yards at Minnesota (TD)*
*longest touchdown run by a freshman in school history

Kickoff Returns: Career: 20 ret., 477 yds, 0 TDs, 23.9 avg., long of 47 at UCLA
2012: 14 returns, 325 yards, 0 TDs, 23.2 average, long of 47 at UCLA
2011: 6 returns, 152 yards, 0 TD, 25.3 average, long of 33 at Michigan

Punt Returns: 1 career punt return for 0 yards at Northwestern (2012)

Single-gAme highS 
» Receptions–9 vs. Minnesota (2012)
» Receiving Yards–136 vs. Minnesota (2012)
» Rushing Yards–82 at Minnesota (2011)
» Touchdowns–2 twice (Arkansas State, Minnesota in 2012)
» Kickoff Return Yards–96 vs. Northwestern (2011)
» All-Purpose Yards–178 at UCLA (2012)

2012 gAme-By-gAme oFFenSive StAtS
  --- Rushing --- --- Receiving ---
Opponent No.  Yds TD Lg No. Yds TD Lg
Southern Miss 1 7 0 7 1 26 1 26
at UCLA 0 0 0 0 6 108 0 36
Arkansas State 0 0 0 0 3 71 2 42
Idaho State 0 0 0 0 1 68 1 68
Wisconsin 0 0 0 0 4 57 0 20
at Ohio State 0 0 0 0 5 113 0 74
at Northwestern 1 1 0 1 6 77 1 37
Michigan 0 0 0 0 2 51 1 32
at Michigan State 0 0 0 0 5 31 0 33
penn State 0 0 0 0 2 31 0 22
Minnesota 0 0 0 0 9 136 2 36
at Iowa 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
vs. Wisconsin 0 0 0 0 2 14 0 9
vs. Georgia 0 0 0 0 4 60 0 35
Totals 2 8 0 7 50 863 8 74
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JARED BLUM #83
TIGHT END |  6-4 |  240 |  REDSHIRT FRESHMAN

GRETNA, NEB. • GRETNA

MAURO BONDI #37
plACe-KiCKer/pUnter |  6-0 |  205 |  Sophomore

BOCA RATON, FLA. • WEST BOCA RATON
ONE LETTER

TYSON BROEKEMEIER #9
QUARTERBACK |  6-1 |  190 |  Sophomore

AURORA, NEB. • AURORA

» Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll (Fall 2012)

2013 OUTLOOK
Redshirt freshman tight end Jared Blum will enter the 2013 season with a goal of earning 

playing time at a wide-open tight end spot. Nebraska graduated three tight ends from the 
2012 team, leaving only senior Jake Long with game experience. The 6-4, 240-pound Blum 
is one of four players behind Long who made a strong impression during spring practice.

Blum has made good progress in the weight room in his first year at Nebraska, adding nearly 
15 pounds of muscle. Blum is also off to a strong start in the classroom, earning Nebraska 
Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll distinction in his first semester.

2012 (FreShmAn)
Blum redshirted in his first season at Nebraska and worked on the scout team.

BeFore neBrASKA (gretnA hS)
 Blum was one of two walk-ons from Gretna to join the NU program in 2012, along with 

fullback Andy Janovich. Blum was a second-team All-Nebraska pick by the Omaha World-
Herald and a second-team Super State pick by the Lincoln Journal Star on defense as a senior. 

Blum recorded 44 tackles to go along with 12 sacks and helped his team reach the semifinals 
of the Class B state playoffs. Blum was also a threat on offense, catching 18 passes for 380 
yards and six touchdowns as a tight end. 

Along with being a football standout, Blum starred on the Dragons’ basketball team as 
a second-team Super State pick by the Lincoln Journal Star. He averaged 13.4 points and 
7.0 rebounds per game as a junior. Blum had football scholarship offers from South Dakota 
State, Nebraska-Kearney and Northwest Missouri State.

perSonAl
Jared was born on Nov. 14, 1993, and he is the son of Dave and Kristi Blum. He has not 

declared a major. Blum has volunteered his time with Husker Heroes and team hospital visits.

2013 OUTLOOK
Mauro Bondi is in line to take over a key role for Nebraska in 2013, as he hopes to continue 

an amazing run of success for Husker kicking specialists. Bondi has served as the backup 
place-kicker behind Brett Maher the past two seasons, and watched as Maher earned All-Big 
Ten honors as both a place-kicker and punter.

Maher himself had succeeded All-American Alex Henery in the same roles in 2011, and 
now Bondi looks to continue NU’s success this fall. Like his two predecessors, Bondi has the 
ability to handle place-kicking, kickoff and punting duties and will look to solidify his hold 
on those spots this fall. Bondi redshirted last season, after seeing limited action in 2011.

2012 (reDShirt)
Bondi was prepared as Maher’s backup, but sat out the season as a redshirt.

2011 (FreShmAn)
Bondi appeared in four games in 2011. He handled four kickoffs, two against Chattanooga 

and one each against Washington and minnesota. he also connected on his only pAt 
attempt at Minnesota. 

BeFore neBrASKA (WeSt BoCA rAton hS)
Bondi showcased his ability by handling place-kicking, punting and kickoff chores at West 

Boca Raton (Fla.) High School. As a senior, Bondi connected on 7-of-11 field goals with a 
long of 44 yards for Coach Willie Dodaro. 

Bondi showed his leg strength by booting 45 of his 55 kickoff attempts for touchbacks. He 
also punted for West Boca Raton and averaged 43.2 yards per attempt. As a junior, Bondi hit 
on 13-of-19 field goals, with a long of 51 yards, drilled 47 kickoffs for touchbacks and also 
averaged better than 43 yards per punt. Bondi finished fourth in the kickoff competition at 
the 2010 Kohl’s Scholarship Camp. Bondi was ranked among the nation’s top 10 place-kickers 
by eSpn. he also had a scholarship offer from Wake Forest. 

perSonAl
Mauro is the son of Bruno and Connie Bondi, and he was born on Dec. 18, 1992. He is 

majoring in criminology and criminal justice. Bondi has volunteered his time with local 
hospital events, Husker Heroes and the Husker Hotline.

CAREER STATS
» Games Played–4 in 2011
» Kicking–1-1 pAt (minnesota, 2011)

» Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll (Fall 2011)

2013 OUTLOOK
Sophomore Tyson Broekemeier (pronounced Brock-meyer) will look to earn playing time 

at a well-stocked quarterback position in 2013. The Aurora (Neb.) High product will add 
depth behind fifth-year senior Taylor Martinez, a starter each of the past three seasons. 
Broekemeier has battled injuries early in his Nebraska career, including a season-ending 
knee injury as a true freshman in 2011. Broekemeier did complete the 2012 season and 
spring practice healthy and is ready to contribute this fall. 

2012 (reDShirt FreShmAn)
Broekemeier added depth at quarterback, but did not appear in a game.

2011 (reDShirt)
Broekemeier suffered a knee injury during fall camp and sat out the season. He returned 

quickly from the injury, taking part in non-contact drills in Capital One Bowl practices in 
Orlando, and was nearly full strength during spring ball in 2012.

BeFore neBrASKA (AUrorA hS)
Broekemeier guided Coach Randy Huebert’s Aurora squad to an appearance in the Class 

B state semifinals in 2010 by piling up huge numbers at quarterback. 
Broekemeier completed better than 70 percent of his passes for 2,047 yards and 31 

touchdowns with just three interceptions. He also rushed for 630 yards and 12 touchdowns. 
As a senior, Broekemeier was named the gatorade nebraska player of the year, and he was 
also the honorary captain of the Lincoln Journal Star Super-State offense and the Omaha 
World-Herald’s All-Nebraska team. 

Broekemeier had better than 2,400 yards of total offense and 32 touchdowns as a junior. 
At the 2011 Shrine Bowl, he set records for touchdown passes, passing yards, completions 
and total yards, going 30-of-37 for 371 yards and five touchdowns, and running for 36 yards, 
giving him 407 total yards. Broekemeier had scholarship offers from FCS schools South Dakota 
and North Dakota, before walking on at Nebraska.

perSonAl
Tyson was born on Feb. 9, 1992, and is the son of Dale and Karla Broekemeier. His older brother, 

Joe, was a receiver for the Huskers, finishing in 2010. Tyson is majoring in business administration. 
He has volunteered his time on local hospital visits, School is Cool and the Husker Heroes event.
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SAM BURTCH #13
WIDE RECEIVER |  6-3 |  195 |  Sophomore

MURDOCK, NEB. • ELMWOOD-MURDOCK
ONE LETTER

BRANDON CHAPEK #51
OFFENSIVE LINE |  6-5 |  305 |  SENIOR

WAHOO, NEB. • BiShop neUmAnn

» Academic All-Big Ten (2012)
» Three-Time Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll

2013 OUTLOOK
Sophomore receiver Sam Burtch will hope to crack the Nebraska receiving rotation in 2013, 

a group that figures to be among the Big Ten and nation’s best. A walk-on, Burtch added 
depth at receiver last season and saw action in four contests.

The 6-3, 195-pound Burtch has good size and outstanding speed, giving NU another weapon 
in the passing game. Burtch has excelled in the classroom during his first two years, earning 
academic All-Big Ten honors in 2012.

2012 (reDShirt FreShmAn)
Burtch played in four games as a reserve receiver, appearing in Nebraska’s wins over 

Southern Miss, Arkansas State, Idaho State and Minnesota. He did not have a reception.

2011 (reDShirt)
Burtch walked on and redshirted in his first season in 2011.

BeFore neBrASKA (elmWooD-mUrDoCK hS) 
Burtch starred at receiver for Coach Leigh Schmale at Elmwood-Murdock High School. Burtch 

earned first-team Class C-2 all-state honors from both the Lincoln Journal Star and the Omaha 
World-Herald in 2010. Burtch caught 44 passes for 1,038 yards and eight touchdowns to help 
his team to a 9-2 record and a trip to the Class C-2 quarterfinals. The 2010 season marked 
the fourth straight year the school reached at least the quarterfinals of the state playoffs. 

Burtch also caught eight touchdown passes as part of his 26 receptions as a junior. Burtch 
won the Class C 800 meters at the 2010 Nebraska state track meet and was second in the 
400 meters. At the 2011 Shrine Bowl, Burtch caught four passes for a total of 76 yards, 
including two touchdown receptions of 12 and 40 yards. Burtch received recruiting interest 
from Northwest Missouri State before selecting NU.

perSonAl 
Sam is the son of Tom Burtch and Marie Gregoire and was born on Feb. 19, 1993. He is 

majoring in communication studies and is a three-time Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll 
selection. Burtch has been active in community outreach, volunteering with local hospital 
and school visits, Husker Heroes and as a speaker at FCA events.

CAREER STATISTICS
» Games Played–4 in 2012

» Two-Time Brook Berringer Citizenship Team (2012, 2013)
» Nebraska Student-Athlete HERO Leadership Award (2013)
» Four-Time Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll
» Big 12 Commissioner’s Fall Academic Honor Roll (2009, 2010)
» Big 12 Commissioner’s Spring Academic Honor Roll (2010, 2011)

2013 OUTLOOK
Senior Brandon Chapek will head into the 2013 season in hopes of earning playing time 

on a veteran Nebraska offensive line. Chapek saw the first action of his career in 2012 and 
hopes to add depth at offensive tackle this season, a spot where NU returns three seniors 
with significant starting experience.

The 6-5, 305-pound Chapek is a standout in the classroom, carrying better than a 3.85 
cumulative grade-point average while majoring in biological sciences/pre-dentistry. He is 
on track to earn his degree in December. 

2012 (JUnior)
Chapek was a reserve tackle, and played in Nebraska’s wins over Arkansas State and Idaho State.

2011 (Sophomore)
Chapek provided depth on the offensive line, but did not play in a game.

2010 (reDShirt FreShmAn)
Chapek was a reserve tackle, but did not see game action. 

2009 (reDShirt)
A walk-on, Chapek redshirted and worked with the scout team. 

BeFore neBrASKA (BiShop neUmAnn hS)
Chapek was a standout at Bishop Neumann High School in Wahoo, where he was a first-

team Class C-1 all-state pick as an offensive lineman by the Omaha World-Herald, Lincoln 
Journal Star and Associated press. Chapek made 43 tackles on defense, and his play as a 
senior helped Neumann to an 8-3 record and a trip to the second round of the state playoffs. 
Chapek also provided impressive play as a junior, helping Bishop Neumann to a 12-1 record 
and a Class C-1 state runner-up finish. Chapek qualified for the state meet in the discus in 
2008 and was an academic all-state pick in basketball twice.

perSonAl
Brandon is the son of Larry and Nancy Chapek, and was born on July 13, 1990. Chapek 

was a four-time Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll selection and is a four-time Nebraska 
Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll selection. Chapek is also a regular volunteer in the community 
and was named to the 2012 and 2013 Brook Berringer Citizenship Teams. Chapek has spent 
time with local hospital and school visits, the DARE program, the Down Syndrome Association 
for Families, School is Cool Week and the UNL Dance Marathon.
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JAKE COTTON #68
OFFENSIVE LINE |  6-6 |  305 |  JUNIOR

LINCOLN, NEB. • SOUTHEAST
TWO LETTERS

» Academic All-Big Ten (2012)
» Three-Time Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll

2013 OUTLOOK
Junior Jake Cotton is fully healthy after battling injuries in the early part of his Nebraska career, 

and the Lincoln native is prepared to challenge for a starting job in 2013. Cotton earned the 
majority of the practice snaps with the top offensive line at left guard during the spring, working 
opposite returning second-team All-American Spencer Long, a two-year starter at right guard. 

The 6-6, 305-pound Cotton has great size and strength and is a tenacious competitor. 
Cotton has shown he is a versatile player in his career, spending time at both guard and 
tackle after joining the program as a defensive lineman.

Cotton is joined on the NU roster by his younger brother, Sam, a redshirt freshman tight 
end. Jake’s older brother, Ben, completed his eligibility last season, while his father Barney 
is NU’s Associate Head Coach. 

2012 (Sophomore)
Cotton played in five games as a sophomore, serving as a reserve guard behind starters 

Spencer Long and Seung Hoon Choi. Cotton saw his most extensive action of the year against 
Georgia in the Capital One Bowl. 

2011 (reDShirt FreShmAn)
Cotton played in wins over Chattanooga, Washington and Wyoming, helping the Huskers 

rack up more than 300 rushing yards against both Washington and Wyoming. He suffered a 
knee injury before the Ohio State game and was lost for the season. He moved from defense 
to the offensive line during spring practice. 

2010 (reDShirt)
Cotton redshirted in his first season and worked on the defensive line. 

BeFore neBrASKA (SoUtheASt hS) 
Cotton excelled on both lines at Southeast for Coach John Larsen. As a senior, Cotton 

helped the Knights to a 9-2 record and a trip to the state quarterfinals. Cotton provided a 
physical presence at offensive tackle, while on defense he made 58 tackles, including 12 
sacks, and added a pair of fumble recoveries. 

Cotton’s play earned him first-team All-Nebraska honors from the Omaha World-Herald 
and first-team Super-State honors from the Lincoln Journal Star. Both papers selected him 
to their all-state teams as an offensive lineman. Cotton was the first scholarship signee for 
Nebraska from Lincoln Southeast since 2003. 

Cotton gained more than 40 pounds between his junior and senior season. As a junior, 
he played tight end and defensive end for the Knights. Cotton was ranked among the top 
50 players in the midlands region by Super prep magazine.

perSonAl 
Jake is the son of Barney and Christine Cotton and was born on July 11, 1991. Cotton is 

a history/communication studies major and has earned a spot on the Nebraska Scholar-
Athlete Honor Roll three times. He was also an academic All-Big Ten honoree in 2012. He 
has volunteered his time with Husker Heroes, School is Cool Week and team hospital and 
school visits. His father earned three letters for the Huskers from 1975 to 1978, as both an 
offensive and defensive lineman.

CAREER STATS
» Games Played–8 (3 in 2011, 5 in 2012)

COREY COOPER #6
SAFety |  6-1 |  210 |  JUNIOR

mAyWooD, ill. • proviSo eASt
TWO LETTERS

» Academic All-Big Ten (2011)
» Big 12 Commissioner’s Spring Academic Honor Roll (2011)

2013 OUTLOOK
Junior Corey Cooper has played a significant role the past two seasons as a reserve defensive 

back and special teams contributor. The 6-1, 210-pound Cooper is poised to earn more significant 
playing time in 2013. Cooper is a leading contender to earn a starting safety job following the 
graduation of 2012 seniors p.J. Smith and Daimion Stafford.

Cooper has good size to provide run support from the safety spot, and he has shown good 
coverage skills in his work in speciality packages the past two years. Cooper has also earned 
extensive time on NU’s special teams units throughout his career. 

2012 (Sophomore)
Cooper played in all 14 games with starts against Idaho State, Northwestern and Georgia. He 

saw his most extensive action in nickel or dime roles, while adding depth at safety. He made 
17 tackles, including eight solo stops. Cooper had a seven-yard tackle for loss against Southern 
Miss and shared a sack against Idaho State. Cooper had a career-high four tackles against 
Arkansas State, three at UCLA, and added two tackles each against Northwestern and Iowa. 

2011 (reDShirt FreShmAn)
Cooper played in 11 games, including a start at cornerback in NU’s win over Wyoming. He 

moved back to safety for the majority of the year, and finished with nine tackles, including 
eight solo stops. Cooper had three unassisted tackles at Wyoming and also had two tackles 
against both Chattanooga and Washington.

2010 (reDShirt)
Cooper redshirted in his first year at Nebraska in 2010. 

BeFore neBrASKA (proviSo eASt hS) 
Cooper had 70 tackles and 16 pass breakups, while adding two interceptions as a senior 

at proviso east. Cooper was also a dangerous receiver, with 43 catches for 852 yards and 
nine touchdowns for Coach Aaron peppers. Cooper earned West Suburban all-conference 
honors and was a Chicago Tribune first-team all-state selection. 

As a junior, Cooper helped his team to an 8-3 record and a trip to the second round of 
the state playoffs. He had 61 tackles, 14 pass breakups, an interception and forced three 
fumbles. He also caught 41 passes for 814 yards and eight touchdowns. He was also a two-
way starter as a sophomore when he caught 35 passes for 500 yards and four touchdowns. 

Cooper also competed in basketball and track for proviso east. he was ranked among the 
top five prospects in Illinois and among the top 20 safety recruits in the country in 2010. 
Cooper chose NU after also visiting Arizona, Illinois and Notre Dame. 

perSonAl 
Corey is the son of Corey Sr. and Rose Cooper and was born on July 2, 1992. He is majoring 

in ethnic studies, and was an academic All-Big Ten honoree in 2011. Cooper has volunteered 
his time with Husker Heroes and with team hospital visits. 

CAREER STATS
 (----------Tackles---------) Fum. QB
Year G/S UT AT TT TFL Sacks C-R BK PBU INT Hry.
2010     Redshirt
2011 11/1 8 1 9 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0
2012 14/3 8 9 17 2-8 0.5-1 0-0 0 0 0 0
Totals 25/4 16 10 26 2-8 0.5-1 0-0 0 0 0 0

Single-gAme highS
» Tackles–4 vs. Arkansas State (2012)
» Solo Tackles–3 at Wyoming (2011)
» Tackles for Loss–1 twice (Southern Miss, Idaho State both in 2012)
» Solo Tackles–0.5 vs. Idaho State (2012)
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SAM COTTON #84
TIGHT END |  6-4 |  235 |  REDSHIRT FRESHMAN

LINCOLN, NEB. • SOUTHEAST

SCOTT CRISS #67
OFFENSIVE LINE |  6-3 |  275 |  SENIOR

OMAHA, NEB. • Creighton prep • Wyoming

» Two-Time Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll

2013 OUTLOOK
Redshirt freshman Sam Cotton enters the 2013 season looking to follow in his older brother 

Ben’s shoes and become a four-year contributor at tight end for the Huskers. The younger 
Cotton is one of several talented young tight ends battling for playing time behind senior 
Jake Long, the only returning tight end with game experience.

The 6-4, 235-pound Cotton has added strength in the Nebraska conditioning program in 
his first year on campus and was impressive in his work with the Husker scout team. Cotton 
is also off to a strong start in the classroom, earning a spot on the Nebraska Scholar-Athlete 
Honor Roll each of his first two semesters. 

Cotton is joined on the NU roster by his older brother, Jake, a junior offensive guard. Sam’s 
oldest brother, Ben, completed his eligibility last season, earning four letters at tight end, 
while his father Barney is NU’s Associate Head Coach. 

2012 (FreShmAn)
Cotton redshirted his first season at Nebraska.

BeFore neBrASKA (SoUtheASt hS)
Cotton was NU’s only in-state scholarship signee in 2012, continuing the Cotton family 

tradition. Sam played a key role in helping Southeast earn a Class A state title in 2011. The 
Knights finished with a 12-1 record, including a 21-9 victory over Omaha Burke in the state 
title game, when Cotton caught a 34-yard touchdown pass. 

As a senior, Cotton had 23 receptions, including seven touchdown grabs. He also played 
defensive line for Coach Ryan Gottula’s team, and made 42 tackles, including 7.5 sacks. 
Cotton’s efforts as a senior earned him first-team All-Nebraska honors from the Omaha 
World-Herald as a defensive lineman, and he was an honorary captain of that team. The 
Lincoln Journal Star also named him a co-captain of its Super State team, but listed him as 
a first-team selection at tight end. 

Cotton also played a key role on both sides of the ball as a junior, helping Southeast to 
a 10-2 record and a trip to the Class A semifinals. He was an honorable-mention all-state 
pick by both major newspapers as a junior. Rivals.com, Scout.com and 247 Sports all ranked 
Cotton among the top four players in the state of Nebraska. Cotton participated in track 
and field for Southeast, competing in shot put and discus. Cotton committed to Nebraska 
in June of 2011, and did not take any other visits.

perSonAl
Sam is the son of Barney and Christine Cotton, and he was born on Jan. 27, 1994. He has 

volunteered his time with the nFl Fuel Up to play 60 event, husker heroes and school and 
hospital visits. He is a business administration major. His father earned three letters for the 
Huskers from 1975 to 1978, as both an offensive and defensive lineman.

» Three-Time Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll
» Big 12 Commissioner’s Fall Academic Honor Roll (2010)

2013 OUTLOOK
Senior Scott Criss is set to compete for playing time on a deep offensive line this fall. The 

Omaha native began his college career at Wyoming before transferring to Nebraska as a 
walk-on in 2010. this fall he will battle for playing time at center, where senior Cole pensick 
and junior mark pelini also return after seeing significant playing time in 2012.

Criss is also strong in the classroom, earning a spot on the Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor 
Roll three times. Criss is on track to earn his degree in December of 2013.

2012 (JUnior)
Criss provided depth at center and appeared in Nebraska’s win over Idaho State.

2011 (Sophomore)
Criss was a reserve on the offensive line, but did not see game action.

2010 (reDShirt)
Criss transferred from Wyoming before the season and sat out because of NCAA transfer rules. 

BeFore neBrASKA (Wyoming/Creighton prep hS) 
Criss redshirted at Wyoming in 2009, as the Cowboys went 7-6 and won the New Mexico 

Bowl. At Creighton prep high School, Criss helped lead the Junior Jays to an 11-1 record 
and a state semifinal appearance in 2008. An all-state selection as a defensive lineman, 
Criss tallied 37 tackles, three sacks and one interception as a senior, while also playing on 
the offensive line for head coach Tom Jaworski. In 2007, Criss earned honorable-mention 
all-metro accolades. In addition to football, Criss participated in basketball and track and 
field at Creighton prep. 

perSonAl 
Scott was born on Dec. 28, 1990, and is the son of Steve and Sue Criss. He is majoring in 

construction management. Criss was named to the Big 12 Commissioner’s Honor Roll for the 
2010 fall semester and has been named to the Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll three times. 
He has volunteered his time with Husker Heroes and school and hospital outreach events.
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IMANI CROSS #32
I-BACK |  6-1 |  225 |  Sophomore

GAINESVILLE, GA. • NORTH HALL
ONE LETTER

» Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll (Fall 2012)
» Big Ten Freshman of the Week (vs. Idaho State)
» Brook Berringer Citizenship Team (2013)
» Nebraska Student-Athlete HERO Leadership Award (2013)

2013 OUTLOOK
I-back Imani Cross played a key role as a true freshman in 2012, being used primarily in 

short-yardage situations as a power back. The 6-1, 225-pound Cross performed well in his 
role, but is set on becoming a more complete back in 2013. 

Cross and junior Ameer Abdullah are Nebraska’s top two returning I-backs and figure to 
carry a bulk of the rushing load as the Huskers look to once again be among the nation’s 
top rushing teams. 

Despite being a physically imposing back when he stepped on campus, Cross spent the 
offseason working hard in the weight room, dropping about 10 pounds to improve his 
overall quickness. 

2012 (FreShmAn)
Cross was one of five true freshmen to see action in 2012, and he played in all 14 games. 

Cross finished with 55 carries for 324 yards, an average of 5.9 yards per carry, and his role 
grew in the second half of the season as Rex Burkhead sat out with a knee injury. He was 
one of four I-backs to top 300 rushing yards and average better than 5.0 yards per carry. 

Cross was third on the team in rushing touchdowns with seven, including five touchdowns 
in Big Ten play. He had at least seven carries five times. Cross was impressive in his debut 
against Southern Miss, rushing 11 times for 62 yards. Against Arkansas State, Cross scored 
his first career touchdown on a two-yard run in the fourth quarter. He finished with 66 yards 
against the Red Wolves, including a season-long 44-yard run. Cross helped Nebraska roll up 
385 rushing yards against Idaho State by rushing for 100 yards and a touchdown on 12 carries. 

With Burkhead sidelined for the majority of five straight games, Cross grew into the short-
yardage back role. He helped Nebraska grind out the final seven minutes of the clock in a 
win over michigan. then against penn State, Cross rushed for 22 yards and two touchdowns 
on eight carries. Both of his scores came in the third quarter, turning a 14-point halftime 
deficit into a tie game. He added a pair of touchdowns a week later against Minnesota and 
finished that game with 19 rushing yards. Cross rushed three times for 35 yards in the Big 
Ten title game, including a 26-yard touchdown run in the fourth quarter. 

BeFore neBrASKA (north hAll hS)
Cross joined the 2012 class in the final week before Signing Day in February and was 

Nebraska’s first signee from Georgia since 2008. Cross piled up 1,698 rushing yards as a 
senior at North Hall High School, including 24 rushing touchdowns. He averaged nearly 
nine yards per carry, and also excelled on defense for Coach Robert Christmas, making 
88 tackles from his linebacker position. Cross’ play earned him second-team Class AAA 
all-state honors in Georgia. 

As a junior, Cross rushed for 600 yards and nine touchdowns, despite being limited to 
five games because of an injury. As a sophomore, he helped Flowery Branch High School to 
a 10-4 record and a playoff berth by rushing for 1,417 yards and 17 touchdowns. 

Cross also competed in track and field, earning a seventh-place medal in shot put his 
senior season. Cross was ranked among the top 35 running backs in the country and the 
top 50 overall prospects in Georgia by several recruiting outlets. Cross also visited Kentucky 
and East Carolina, and had numerous other offers including Tennessee, South Carolina 
and Georgia Tech.

perSonAl
Imani was born on Sept. 23, 1993, and he is the son of Tim and Sharon Cross. He has 

not yet declared a major, but is off to a strong start in the classroom, earning a spot 
on the Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll in the fall of 2012.

Cross has also been active in community outreach activities. He has volunteered 
his time at FCA speaking events, during School is Cool Week, and numerous school, 
hospital and community center outreach events. Cross earned a spot on the 2013 
Brook Berringer Citizenship Team and was presented a Nebraska Student-Athlete 
HERO Leadership Award. 

Cross’ brother, Izaan, was a senior defensive end at Georgia Tech in 2012. 

CAREER STATS
Year  G/S  Att.  Gain  Loss  Net  Y/A  Y/G  Long  TDs
2012 14/0 55 329 5 324 5.9 24.9 44 vs. Arkansas St. 7

Single-gAme highS
» Rushes–12 vs. Idaho State
» Rushing Yards–100 vs. Idaho State
» Rushing Touchdowns–2 twice (vs. penn State, minnesota in 2012)

2012 gAme-By-gAme oFFenSive StAtS
     --- Rushing ---   --- Receiving ---
Opponent No.  Yds TD Lg No. Yds TD Lg
Southern Miss 11 62 0 10 0 0 0 0
at UCLA 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Arkansas State 7 66 1 44 0 0 0 0
Idaho State 12 100 1 24 0 0 0 0
Wisconsin 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
at Ohio State 1 13 0 13 0 0 0 0
at Northwestern 1 3 0 3 0 0 0 0
Michigan 2 4 0 2 0 0 0 0
at Michigan State 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
penn State 8 22 2 8 0 0 0 0
Minnesota 10 19 2 6 0 0 0 0
at Iowa 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
vs. Wisconsin 3 35 1 26 0 0 0 0
vs. Georgia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Totals 55 324 7 44 0 0 0 0

/ / / / / / / / / / / / / /   100  \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \ \
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ROSS DZURIS #88
DEFENSIVE END |  6-3 |  245 |  REDSHIRT FRESHMAN

plAttSmoUth, neB. • plAttSmoUth

» Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll (Fall 2012)

2013 OUTLOOK
Redshirt freshman Ross Dzuris heads into fall camp looking to provide depth at the defensive 

end position, a spot where Nebraska graduated three of its top four players from 2012. A 
walk-on from plattsmouth high School, Dzuris has added more than 10 pounds of muscle 
to his 6-3 frame since arriving in Lincoln last summer. 

2012 (FreShmAn)
 Dzuris redshirted his first season at Nebraska.

BeFore neBrASKA (plAttSmoUth hS)
Dzuris was a force on the defensive line for plattsmouth high School, leading the Blue 

Devils to consecutive playoff berths during his junior and senior seasons. As a senior, Dzuris 
earned second-team All-Nebraska honors from the Omaha World-Herald and was part of 
the Lincoln Journal Star Class B all-state football team after collecting 103 total tackles, 
including 45 solo stops. 

During his junior season, Dzuris finished with 52 tackles and four sacks. For his efforts, 
he was named a first-team all-state selection by huskerlandpreps.com and was a first-
team all-area selection from the Omaha World-Herald. Dzuris was also a standout on the 
plattsmouth basketball team, where he earned honorable-mention all-state recognition 
as a junior. He also competed in track and field. Dzuris participated in the Nebraska Shrine 
Bowl in June of 2012. He chose to walk on at Nebraska over scholarship offers from North 
Dakota and South Dakota. 

perSonAl
Ross was born on Oct. 13, 1993, and he is the son of Bob and Leesa Dzuris. He is majoring 

in business administration and was named to the Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll last 
fall. He has volunteered time with the Husker Heroes event and team hospital visits. 

DANIEL DAVIE #23
CORNERBACK |  6-1 |  185 |  Sophomore

BEATRICE, NEB. • BEATRICE
ONE LETTER

2013 OUTLOOK
Sophomore Daniel Davie will head into fall camp with hopes of earning playing time at a 

deep Nebraska cornerback position. The 6-1, 185-pound Davie has good size and athleticism 
and made steady progress both during his redshirt freshman season and during spring practice.

Davie saw extensive action on special teams and provided depth at cornerback last fall. The 
Beatrice High School product figures to again be part of several NU special teams units this fall. 

2012 (reDShirt FreShmAn)
Davie played in 13 games, primarily on special teams. He totaled seven tackles, six of those 

on special teams. Davie had two tackles against Idaho State and a pass breakup in that game.

2011 (reDShirt)
Davie redshirted in his first season in 2011. 

BeFore neBrASKA (BeAtriCe hS)
Davie excelled at Beatrice High as a running back, defensive back and a special teams standout. 

He racked up big numbers at running back, rushing for 1,556 yards and 18 touchdowns while 
averaging 6.5 yards per attempt. Davie helped the Orangemen and Coach Bob Sexton to a 6-5 
record and capped his senior season with a 265-yard rushing performance against Holdrege in 
the Class B playoffs. Davie also had more than 200 receiving yards as a senior, while adding 35 
tackles and an interception on defense. He also averaged nearly 30 yards per kickoff return. 

Davie was selected to the offensive squad on the Lincoln Journal Star’s Super-State team 
(athlete) and the Omaha World-Herald’s All-Nebraska squad (back). He earned first-team 
Class B honors from both newspapers as a running back. Davie was regarded as one of the 
top three prospects in Nebraska by Rivals.com.

Davie also made a huge impression on the track in 2010, winning the all-class gold in both 
the 100 and 200 meters at the Nebraska state track meet. Davie recorded a 10.73 time in 
the 100 and a 21.95 time in the 200 to win both events. At the 2011 Shrine Bowl, Davie 
recorded a 28-yard touchdown reception. Davie committed to the Huskers in June of 2010.
He received numerous offers, including Kansas and Ohio. 

perSonAl
Daniel is the son of Damon and Ruthanne Davie, and he was born on Aug. 4, 1993. Davie 

is majoring in criminology and criminal justice. Davie has volunteered his time with team 
hospital visits, at the Belmont Rec Center, Beattie Elementary and Husker Heroes.

CAREER STATS
» Games Played–13 in 2012
» Tackles–3 UT, 4 AT, 7 TT in 2012
» PBU–1 in 2012

AARON CURRY #96
DEFENSIVE TACKLE |  6-1 |  280 |  Sophomore

KELLER, TEXAS • FOSSIL RIDGE

2013 OUTLOOK
Sophomore Aaron Curry is expected to be a key contributor on the Nebraska defensive 

line in 2013. The 6-1, 280-pound Curry saw action as a true freshman last season before an 
injury slowed him during Big Ten play. 

This spring, Curry saw significant snaps with the top defensive unit and is a strong contender 
to earn a starting spot at defensive tackle in a new-look Nebraska front four. The defensive 
line graduated five experienced seniors from the 2012 team, leaving Curry and several other 
young players openings for playing time this fall. 

2012 (FreShmAn)
Curry was one of five true freshmen to see action for Nebraska last season, playing in the 

first four games, before he was slowed by injuries the remainder of the year. Curry totaled 
three assisted tackles on the year, including one stop against Southern Miss and two tackles 
against Idaho State. 

BeFore neBrASKA (FoSSil riDge hS)
Curry was one of two Texans in Nebraska’s 2012 signing class. As a senior, Curry had 59 

tackles, three sacks and a forced fumble for Fossil Ridge High. His play helped Coach Tony 
Baccarini’s team to a 6-5 record and a trip to the state playoffs. Curry was an all-district 
performer at the 5A level as a senior. 

As a junior, Curry had 68 total tackles, including four sacks. Curry was ranked among the 
top 50 defensive tackles in the country by Scout.com and Rivals.com. In addition to Nebraska, 
Curry also visited Iowa, Missouri and Boise State and had dozens of other scholarship offers.

perSonAl
Aaron was born on June 12, 1994, and is the son of Aaron Sr. and peggie Curry. Aaron 

Curry Sr. played college basketball at Oklahoma. The younger Curry has not yet declared a 
major. His community outreach activities have included Husker Heroes and local community 
rec center visits.

CAREER STATS
» Games Played–4 in 2012
» Tackles–3 AT in 2012
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QUINCY ENUNWA #18
WIDE RECEIVER |  6-2 |  225 |  SENIOR

moreno vAlley, CAliF. • RANCHO VERDE
THREE LETTERS

perSonAl 
Quincy is the son of Henry and Ngozi Enunwa and was born on May 31, 1992. He is an 

economics major and was named to the Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll in the spring 
of 2012. Enunwa is one of the leaders of Nebraska’s community outreach efforts and earned 
a spot on the 2013 Brook Berringer Citizenship Team. He has volunteered with the Husker 
Heroes program and team hospital visits.

CAREER STATS
Year  G/S  No.  Yds.  Y/R  Y/G  Long  TDs
2010 10/0 1 10 10.0 1.0 10 vs. Western Kentucky 0
2011 13/7 21 293 14.0 24.4 36 vs. Ohio State 2
2012 14/14 42 470 11.2 33.6 35 vs. Idaho State 1
Totals 37/21 64 773 12.1 20.9 36 vs. Ohio State 3

Single-gAme highS
» Receptions–6 twice (Southern Miss, Northwestern in 2012)
» Receiving Yards–110 yards at Northwestern (2012)
» Touchdowns–1 three times (most recently vs. idaho State, 2012)

2012 gAme-By-gAme oFFenSive StAtS
     --- Rushing ---   --- Receiving ---
Opponent No.  Yds TD Lg No. Yds TD Lg
Southern Miss 0 0 0 0 6 70 0 27
at UCLA 0 0 0 0 4 22 0 9
Arkansas State 0 0 0 0 3 34 0 15
Idaho State 0 0 0 0 1 35 1 35
Wisconsin 0 0 0 0 2 12 0 6
at Ohio State 0 0 0 0 1 3 0 3
at Northwestern 0 0 0 0 6 110 0 31
Michigan 0 0 0 0 2 14 0 9
at Michigan State 0 0 0 0 3 37 0 22
penn State 0 0 0 0 1 -2 0 0
Minnesota 0 0 0 0 4 65 0 29
at Iowa 0 0 0 0 2 8 0 6
vs. Wisconsin 0 0 0 0 5 51 0 26
vs. Georgia 0 0 0 0 2 11 0 7
Totals 0 0 0 0 42 470 1 35

» 2013 Nebraska Team Captain (1 of 4)
» Nebraska Scholar-Athlete Honor Roll (Spring 2012)
» Brook Berringer Citizenship Team (2013)

2013 OUTLOOK
Senior Quincy Enunwa is a key part of one of the nation’s top returning receiving corps 

and one of the best collections of wideouts in Nebraska history. The 6-2, 225-pound Enunwa 
will once again provide quarterback Taylor Martinez with a big target this fall, and he is 
also an imposing physical blocker on the perimeter, helping Nebraska feature one of the 
nation’s top running attacks.

Enunwa and juniors Kenny Bell and Jamal Turner combined for better than 120 catches 
and 1,750 yards last season and are poised for even bigger production in 2013. Enunwa and 
Bell each topped 40 receptions last season, marking just the fifth time in school history NU 
has had two players catch 40 passes in a season.

Enunwa was in the starting lineup for every game in 2012 and finished the season second 
on the team with 42 receptions and 470 receiving yards. He added his third career touchdown 
against Idaho State. Enunwa enters his senior year with 64 career receptions to rank just 
outside the top 20 on the NU career chart, and he needs 227 receiving yards to join the 
Nebraska 1,000-yard receiving club. 

A California native, Enunwa will enter the 2013 season with a catch in 14 consecutive 
games. Despite not redshirting during his career, Enunwa is on track to earn his degree in 
economics in May of 2014.

2012 (JUnior)
Enunwa started all 14 games as a junior and caught at least one pass in every contest, with 

five games of at least four receptions. He caught a career-high six passes against both Southern 
Miss and Northwestern and had a career-best 110 receiving yards against the Wildcats. 

Enunwa opened the year in strong fashion with then-career highs of six catches for 70 
yards against Southern Miss. He caught a combined five passes the following two weeks 
against UCLA and Arkansas State, then made the most of his one catch against Idaho State, 
hauling in a 35-yard touchdown reception in the first quarter. 

After combining for three catches in the opening two games of Big Ten play, Enunwa produced 
his best game as a Husker with a career-high 110 yards on a career-high-tying six catches. 
Enunwa was Martinez’s favorite target in the fourth quarter, as he had four catches for 74 
yards on NU’s two fourth-quarter scoring drives to rally from 12 points down for a 29-28 win. 

Enunwa caught two passes against Michigan, then had three catches for 37 yards at 
Michigan State, including a 22-yarder on NU’s game-winning drive in the final minute. 
Enunwa had four catches for 65 yards against Minnesota, then tied for the team lead with 
five receptions for 51 yards in the Big Ten title game. Enunwa closed the year with two 
receptions against Georgia. 

2011 (Sophomore)
Enunwa played in every game and made seven starts. He finished third on the team with 

21 receptions for 293 yards and two touchdowns, and had at least two receptions six times, 
including each of the final four regular-season games. 

He had a season-high four catches for a season-best 58 yards in the opener against 
Chattanooga, including a 31-yard catch in the first quarter. Enunwa made two big plays 
in a 42-29 win over Fresno State. He caught a 16-yard TD pass in the third quarter to give 
NU a 21-20 lead. Earlier in the game, Enunwa caused a fumble following a Taylor Martinez 
interception, and Nebraska recovered to prevent a Bulldog scoring opportunity.

Enunwa had a 30-yard catch at Wyoming and a 29-yarder at Wisconsin, both of which set 
up Husker touchdowns. He made his fourth catch of at least 25 yards against Ohio State, 
grabbing a career-long 36-yard catch for a third-quarter touchdown to pull NU within 
27-20. He helped NU rally from 21 points down for a 34-27 win. Enunwa had 
three catches each against Michigan and Iowa, including a 19-yard catch in the 
fourth quarter against the Hawkeyes to set up the game-sealing touchdown. 

2010 (FreShmAn)
Enunwa was one of just three true freshmen to see 

action in 2010. He played in 10 games as a reserve 
receiver and had one catch against Western Kentucky. 

BeFore neBrASKA (rAnCho verDe hS) 
enunwa was a key offensive weapon for Coach pete Duffy’s 

11-1 Rancho Verde team that advanced to the second round of the California state playoffs. 
Enunwa caught more than 40 passes for approximately 600 yards and 15 touchdowns as a 
senior. His play earned him first-team All-Inland Valley League honors, and he was selected 
to play in the Inland Empire All-Star Game. 

Enunwa was also a key part of the Rancho Verde offense in 2008. He was ranked among 
the nation’s top 70 wide receivers by Rivals.com and among the top 85 players in the state 
of California by the recruiting service. In addition to his football talents, Enunwa was also 
an accomplished high jumper, finishing third in the league with a jump of 6-5. Enunwa also 
visited Washington State. 


