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Nebraska Player Quotes - Postgame

Junior I-Back Ameer Abdullah
On the team's sense of urgency 
"We know preparation is key to how we are going to play on Saturday. I thought we had a good week of preparation and we really 
showed it on the field today."

On how important it was to play well 
"It was very important. You always make your biggest jump from week one to week two. To see the jump that our team is making is 
good. I like it. I like the direction we are moving in. We just have to pin our ears back and keep making those jumps."

On how the defense's start set the tone for the offense 
"It was great. It takes a lot of stress off you. Just seeing those guys play lights out really gives you a confidence boost heading into 
your drives. It was much appreciated."

On what changed this week in practice 
"The sense of urgency. We made sure we were more efficient. We made sure we weren't taking reps off. We were going the same 
speed as we do during the game. What you do in practice is going to come out in game days. I thought we prepared really well."

On his touchdown run
"The O-Line got a really good push. They cut off the back side. The O-Line pretty much did all the work. The receivers were out on 
the perimeter all day. I do all the easy stuff. They do all the hard work. I tip my hat to those guys."

On how important that was after Southern Miss scored
"It was really important. We wanted to finish the game strong. We still have to get better at four-minute offense and finishing the 
game stronger. Getting that touchdown really set the momentum for the rest of the half. It was great."

Sophomore Defensive End Randy Gregory
On how much better this game was for the defense 
"I think we did a better job of preparing this week than we did last week. We had a more serious approach and that showed on the 
field."

On what the team changed this week 
"We had a few kinks in our defense I think we needed to fix. I think we did a good job of fixing that. We had a few plays where 
we gave up really big (yardage) last week. We felt like (Southern Miss) would come out this week and use the same kind of plays 
against us. The coaches did a great job of setting us up with new plays. We were able to come back and have a better game this 
week."

On if Southern Miss ran a lot of the same plays as Wyoming 
"They did a lot of the screen-type things. Sitting in the backfield. (Southern Miss) did a lot of the belly and read-option type stuff. 
I think the biggest thing was their quarterback wasn't as mobile this week. He kind of stood in the pocket more, so that helped us 
out a lot more."

On if he felt like he was getting into Southern Miss quarterback Allan Bridgford's head 
"I thought I was going to get a sack eventually, but I didn't. Just like anybody, those hits are going to take a toll. I think it did. I think 
he did a good job of staying in there and taking the hits. I think with the interceptions, (that helped us out)."

On how important having a feel good win was 
"It was really important, especially heading into UCLA next week. I think it was a big confidence boost, especially for ourselves. 
We didn't play that well last week. We got the win but we weren't proud of it. This win was big for us as a team."

On the defense's sense of urgency this week in practice
"I did a better job of watching film. Outside of practice and outside of meetings, I think we all did, collectively. Like I said, I think it 
showed on the field and it showed in practice. Whenever we messed up on a play in practice, we ran through it again. Overall our 
preparation for the game was over-the-top. It was phenomenal."

On how easy he got into the backfield tonight
"There were a couple plays where I thought they might be running a screen or a draw or something like that. I think my pass 
rushing game is pretty good. A lot of times I'll get in there pretty quick and I think it's because I did a pretty good job on that play 
but I have to keep playing and get to the quarterback as quickly as I can."
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Senior Quarterback Taylor Martinez
On improving from week one
"It was very important just to get our rhythm going. It's kind of hard to start on your own 1-yard line like we did the fi rst series. After 
that, I think we got our rhythm going. I think we did a pretty good job up front on offense."

On Stanley Jean-Baptiste's interception and touchdown
"It was a huge boost just showing that our defense came ready to play today. We see Stanley (Jean-Baptiste) picking off passes like 
that in practice, and we see the defense playing like that against us. I'm happy to see that they came out there today and played like 
that. I'm really happy for Stanley, and I think everybody on the defense did a good job. A few true freshmen started as well, and I 
think they did pretty good."

On the defensive mindset after last week
"I think the defense, Coach (Bo) Pelini and the rest of the staff were on a mission, knowing that they don't play defense like that and 
give up all of those yards. I'm glad that they came out today and created all those turnovers to help us out a lot. I think our offense 
kind of rolled from there after that fi rst pick."

On taking more shots down the fi eld
"Based on the game plan, you can't really tell what a team's going to do to you during the week. Once we started playing today, I 
think you could tell if we were going to go deep or short. I think they were trying to cheat their corners in a little bit for our short stuff, 
so I think that's why some deep stuff opened up. Other than that, it was just based on what we saw on the fi eld."

On having more success in the run game in the second quarter
"I think it was on Coach (Tim) Beck and what he saw up top. It's hard to tell what a defense is doing when you start on the 1-yard 
line. On our second series we went down and scored. I think once Beck saw that, he started getting in a rhythm with our offense and 
that had a lot do with it."

On facing UCLA next week
"We just have to go out there and play our game. If we keep doing what we're doing, I think we'll be fi ne. Hopefully, our defense got 
a huge confi dence boost from this. I'm really happy for our defense, and I hope they can play like this next week."

On the team maturing this week
"I think they did. I think last week was a huge shock. Maybe we thought we could just come in and roll over on the team, but we 
didn't. We let them back in the game late in the fourth. Today, I think we did a really good job fi nishing. Hopefully, going into UCLA, 
we can keep this momentum going."

On Sam Burtch's touchdown
"When (Sam) Burtch came in the game last week, I threw the pick. But I was glad I could come back and throw the touchdown pass 
to him. I'm glad he got open and that I was able to get him the football."

Freshman Linebacker Josh Banderas
On when he knew he was going to start
"I found out on Thursday during the walkthru. We were just stretching, and Coach (Ross) Els came by and said, 'You're with the 
ones.' I kind of dropped a load in my pants, but I was kind of excited."

On bouncing back from last week
"I think it's extremely important. Last week wasn't really up to our standards, and everyone knew it. We wanted to prove to ourselves 
what we can do and that we can be a dominant team."

On Stanley Jean-Baptiste's interception and touchdown
"It was a big boost. Regardless of that, we were ready to go. But any time you get a pick-six or a giant swing like that, it's a big 
confi dence booster and swing in the game."

On better coverage than last week
"We have two great defensive masterminds coaching us, and the rest of the defensive staff knows what they're doing. They knew 
how to adjust. They ended up simplifying it a little bit, and it ended up working for us."

On picking up the speed of the game
"I'm still learning, but as far as the speed of the game, I think I've got it pretty much under hand. The most speed and the most 
change from high school is before the snap. It's in the fi lm room and knowing what to do on every snap. During the actual plays, it's 
just going out and playing football like I have forever."

On his nerves
"I wasn't really nervous, just excited, happy and on another level. My legs weren't shaking, and I wasn't about to throw up. It was just 
a happy mood for me."

On starting in week two as a freshman
"It's what I wanted, but I didn't know it would hop up on me this fast. I'm going to take it in stride and keep working and improving this 
week. Hopefully, I'll solidify a starting spot if I can."
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Senior Cornerback Ciante Evans
On his two interceptions 
"I just think that any turnover helps the team out, especially the one I had in the second half. I know we came out a little flat for 
defense giving up a score, you know, coming out at halftime. I just try to work my best at helping this team out."

On the mood going into the game from last week 
"I've just seen a lot more sense of urgency, especially on the defensive side. Younger guys wanted to learn more and do more. 
They had their first real playing time last week against Wyoming, so those guys just wanted to pick up some slack and not be 
considered young anymore."

On his touchdown 
"It was just an under route by the receiver who was running the other out in. I was just trailing him. I was just going to make the 
tackle, but he ended up dropping it and I was right there. So that's all she wrote for me."

On his interception opportunities
"Just being blessed, that's what happens. I thank God for that, and that's all it takes."

On his impression of freshman linebacker Josh Banderas
"Oh, I think he did a good job today. He took control of that linebacker spot. Being the middle linebacker is not easy, but he was 
in command today. He was put in God's right position and was giving it to God to play. I just think he did a phenomenal job today, 
especially starting as a freshman."

On how hard it is to play as a true freshman
"Well when you're young, you don't know a lot. You just know what you've been coached in. You don't really have as much game 
experience as somebody like Stanley (Jean-Baptiste) or myself. I think he did a good job and he handled it well. He had some 
different things thrown at him tonight, but I thought he was in the right spot and was able to communicate."

On the front seven this week compared to last week
"I thought those guys played good up front. They put on a lot of pressure, and a lot was put on the quarterback. Those guys have 
been working hard, so kudos to them. And the secondary, we kudos them. Without them we wouldn't have been able to get those 
turnovers that we got."

On what he said to Corey Cooper after his interception
'I was just telling him that I knew he was going to get one. He wanted one all game. He wanted to stay on the field, and he didn't 
want to come off the field until he got one. He was in the right spot at the right time."

On freshman linebacker Nathan Gerry's first start
"I thought he did good too. He just played fast and didn't let the atmosphere dictate how he played. He just went out there and 
gave great effort. And that's what you look for in young guys. That's all you can ask for. Yeah, he did a good job."

On when he turns his attention to UCLA
"For me, I think it starts tomorrow. But we don't get into the game plan until Monday. As a team, we can't be complacent. We have 
to take this win tonight and let it go tomorrow so that we can we can be able to take on the Bruins on Saturday."
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