


In 90 Years, Memorial Stadium 
Has Nearly Tripled in Size
   As Nebraska prepares to celebrate the 90th 
anniversary season of Memorial Stadium hosting 
Wyoming on Aug. 31, 2013, Memorial Stadium 
will be nearly triple the size it was in 1923. In 
the fall of 1922, UNL students, staff and friends 
launched a fund-raising campaign and raised 
$430,000. Construction began the following 
spring, and the stadium was built in 90 working 
days.  It was completed in time for Nebraska to 
defeat Oklahoma, 24-0, on Oct. 13, 1923.   Below 
are seating capacity milestones for the only 
football stadium in the world that has sold out 
every game for 50 consecutive years:
   Year      Capacity
   1923 – 31,080 – Original stadium featured 
stands on east and west sides only
   1962 -- 36,501 -- Coach Bob Devaney’s first year 
and beginning of ongoing sellout streak
   1964 – 48,000 – South end zone bleachers 
erected, creating a horseshoe
   1965 – 52,455 – Center section of the north end 
zone bleachers erected
   1966 – 62,644 – North stadium bleachers 
expanded and installed
   1967 – 64,170 – Press box was built in West 
Stadium to accommodate media demands

East Stadium Expansion 
Project Special Dates
October 15, 2010 -- University of Nebraska Board 
of Regents approve the East Stadium Expansion 
Project
August 30, 2012 -- Topping Out Ceremony
June 14, 2013 -- 200 time capsules were buried 
outside East Stadium’s Gate 20
August 22, 2013 -- Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for 
the $63.5 million expansion project.  Project costs 
include the shell space for the Nebraska Athletic 
Performance Laboratory (NAPL) and the Center 
for Brain, Biology and Behavior (CB3).

East Stadium By the Numbers
• 6,000 -- number of new seats added, bringing 
the average attendance number to more than 
91,000, a figure which ranks fourth in the Big 
Ten and within 500 seats of the top 10 stadiums 
nationally
• 2,119 -- number of club seats added, giving 
Nebraska 5,341 in the west and east stadiums
• 800 tons -- amount of reinforced steel
• 165 feet -- new height of East Stadium, nearly 
double the height of the previous structure (80’)
• 38 -- new suites added, increasing the overall 
suite total to 101 in combination with 50 suites in 
the West Stadium and 13 in the North Stadium
• 10 -- eight elevators and two escalators were 
added for easy access to seats
• 36 -- new restrooms, including 14 women’s, 10 
men’s and 12 family restrooms
• 12 -- new concession stands, including 10 on 
the main and upper concourses, one on the 
upper suite level and one on the club level
• 3 -- number of Husker Authentic Team Stores, 
counting a new retail store in East Stadium, 
original store on Stadium Drive and one store 
soon to open in Pinnacle Bank Arena; also the 
number of levels in the East Stadium with new 
wheelchair and companion seats

2013 East Memorial Stadium Expansion

The East Stadium Expansion Project added 6,000 new seats, including 2,119 Club Seats and 38 Suites.  The 52,391 
square-foot CB3 and NAPL Research Centers were built in the interior of East Memorial Stadium.  

   1972 – 73,650 – South end zone bleachers 
extended
   1994 – 72,700 – Capacity reduced to provide for 
additional disabled seating and new HuskerVision 
video screens
   1999 – 74,056 – Updated press box on west 
enabled new suites and additional club seating
   2000 – 73,918 – Capacity reduced to create 
more club seating
   2006 – 81,067 – North Stadium Improvement 
Project added more than 6,500 seats and 13 
suites in the North Stadium
   2013 – 87,000+ – East Stadium Expansion 
Project adds approximately 6,000 new seats to 
increase attendance figure over 91,000

East Stadium Project Coordinators
NU Athletics:  Project Administrator John Ingram,      
   Assistant Project Administrator Maggi Thorne
UNL Project Manager:  Brad Muehling
Construction Manager:  Sampson Construction
Architect/Landscape Architect/
Mechanical Engineer/Electrical Engineer:  
   The Clark Enerson Partners
Sports Architect/Structural Engineers:  HNTB
Civil Engineers:  Olsson Associates
Audio/Video/Acoustical Engineers:  WJHW
Codes, ADA, Fire Protection:  FP&C
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CB3: World-Leading Capability
   There are many good reasons why the 
renovated East Stadium will house an 
unprecedented partnership between Nebraska 
Athletics and the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln’s academic research leaders. Two of the 
best reasons are 1) UNL psychologist Dennis 
Molfese, the center’s director who has a strong 
international reputation; and 2) the center’s 
unique capability to capture functional magnetic 
resonance imaging through the recording of the 
brain’s electrical activity at the same time it can 
track eye movement. 
   “We can capture three distinctly different 
kinds of imaging information simultaneously,” 
Molfese said. “No other lab in the world can do 
all of these things at the same time on the same 
person.” 
   State-of-the-art equipment will enable CB3 to 
uncover mysteries about brain functioning and 
how it affects human behavior.
   The center’s research will range from 
the heritability of social attitudes and the 
neurological basis of decision-making to better 
understanding brain injuries and other cognitive 
impairments. 
   Concussion research is a cornerstone of the 
center’s work. Molfese, an international expert 
in brain imaging, and other UNL researchers are 
studying how the brain functions and processes 
information before and after concussions. Even 
though they will focus on student-athletes, this 
research could improve treatment for other 
traumatic brain injuries suffered by 1.7 million 
Americans annually.

Director Judith Burnfield
Nebraska Athletic Performance Lab (NAPL) 
   Judy Burnfield, nationally recognized human 
movement analysis researcher, is the director of 
the Nebraska Athletic Performance Laboratory 
(NAPL). The holder of a Ph.D. in biokinesiology 
from the University of Southern California, 
Burnfield brings a wealth of professional and 
research expertise to the athletic department. She 
continues as director of Madonna Rehabilitation 
Hospital’s Institute for Rehabilitation Science and 
Engineering in Lincoln while concurrently leading 
NAPL’s partnership with private sector and 
academic colleagues on innovative health, safety 
and performance research.

Inside NAPL
• State-of-the-art facility includes motion analysis, 
force plate, electromyography, metabolic, cardiac, 
biomarker, ultrasound, body composition and 
bone-density technology 
• Simulated environments for studying human 
performance, including football turf, running 
track, basketball and volleyball court, and batting, 
golf and throws cages 
• Integrative, intra- and inter-institutional 
research team
• Collaborations with private partners to spur 
economic growth in athletic human performance 
and safety research

Donors, Vision, Leadership 
Put UNL at the Forefront

   In addition to commending the loyal support of 
Nebraska fans, plus the foresight, passion and vision 
of UNL Chancellor Harvey Perlman and Nebraska 
Athletic Director Emeritus Tom Osborne, Nebraska 
Director of Athletics Shawn Eichorst and Associate 
Athletic Director and HAF Director Paul Meyers 
sincerely thank the generosity of donors who made 
the NAPL and CB3 trailblazing project a reality.
   The East Memorial Stadium Expansion enables 
an unprecedented partnership of academics and 
athletics and was made possible by (named area in 
honor of gift listed in red): 

Robert and Karla Baltzell
(Walter and Leila Morrison Psychology and 

Cognitive Learning Lab)
Mark and Debra Classen 

(Mark and Debra Classen Cardio Area)
Janet and Gerard Keating Family

(Janet and Gerard Keating Family Concourse)
Jim and Karen Linder

(Jim and Karen Linder Dynamic 
Performance Center)

Rodney and Annette Markin Family
(Markin Family Collaborative Center)
Jan and Ernie Thayer Family 

(Thayer Athletic Research Lab)
Walter and Suzanne Scott Foundation

Peter Kiewit Foundation
Cassling Family Foundation

   

NAPL: Safety and Health Focus
   It’s no secret that the Nebraska Athletic 
Performance Laboratory, housed in the north end 
of the new East Memorial Stadium expansion, 
is poised to become a world-leading research 
and educational center that will enhance the 
performance, safety, health and well-being of 
student-athletes.  Judy Burnfield, NAPL’s director, 
sees the lab’s influence going far beyond that 
mission. “We’re driving our research by the 
needs of those served in the environment,” she 
said.  “We’ll do research not only while student-
athletes are in our academic program, but also as 
they age. Science will drive what we do.”
   That’s because researchers recognize that 
students are collegiate athletes for a relatively 
short period of their lives.  Yet what happens 
to them during this time can have a profound 
impact on the quality of their lives for years to 
come.  “Our goals are to help athletes perform 
optimally while reducing their risks of injuries and 
complications – not only during their collegiate 
careers, but also later in life,” she said.
   The NAPL team is uniting researchers from 
diverse clinical and scientific backgrounds with 
industry partners and academic colleagues from 
across the nation.  Cutting-edge technology 
will be used to assess the impact of training 
interventions on an athlete’s performance.  Other 
work will focus on identifying factors that help 
predict injuries or chronic conditions later in an 
athlete’s life, with an ultimate goal of reducing 
this risk.  While the research will focus on 
collegiate athletes, the novel technologies and 
interventions that emerge are expected to impact 
the lives of athletes across the ability and age 
spectrum.

East Stadium Research Centers Believed to Be One-of-a-Kind

Research Facts for NAPL and CB3
•  The CB3 research facility includes 28,200 
square feet and the NAPL facility includes 24,191 
square feet, giving the research areas a combined 
52,391 square feet.
•  The new brain center and performance lab are 
connected by a 100-foot skywalk, which is called 
“The Bridge” to collaboration.
•  The leadership for what is believed to be the 
nation’s only joint on-campus athletic/academic 
research facility was a shared vision of Chancellor 
Harvey Perlman and former Nebraska Athletic 
Director Tom Osborne.

Research Directors Judy Burnfield (NAPL) and Dennis 
Molfese (CB3).

Director Dennis Molfese 
Center for Brain, Biology and Behavior (CB3)
   Dennis Molfese is an internationally recognized 
expert on the use of brain recording techniques 
to study the merging relationships between brain 
development, language and cognitive processes. 
The holder of a Ph.D. in psychology from Penn 
State, Molfese leads a Big Ten/CIC-Ivy League 
Tramatic Brain Injury Research Collaboration as 
the director of UNL’s Center for Brain, Biology 
and Behavior (CB3). The University of Nebraska’s 
Board of Regents approved the establishment 
of CB3 in the spring of 2013, enabling 
multidisciplinary research on brain function and 
human behavior.

Inside CB3
•  Cutting-edge imaging technologies that capture 
high-resolution brain images
•  Coordination of 17,500 student-athletes from 
Big Ten Conference and Ivy League schools to 
study sports-related head injuries
•  Collaboration with UNL faculty, neurologists, 
biologists, sports medicine specialists, athletic 
trainers and physicians from participating 
institutions
•  Develop baselines for assessing injury to 
improve student-athletes’ safety
•  Create a shared database for concussion 
research findings


