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Fairfield Coach Alija Pittenger 
  
Opening Statement:  
“Well it was great to play here. The fans are awesome. I’ve definitely never been in an 
environment where you’re at an opponent’s court and they’re that supportive.  Being in 
that environment, I know these guys appreciated it. I was happy with how we played by 
the end of the game. We kind of picked it up a little bit and started fighting for points. 
It’s been a great season and I’m happy with the finish.” 
  
On their plan for exploiting Nebraska: 
“Honestly I just wanted us to go out there and play our game. We’ve had to fight 
through a lot of things this season. Our team has found ways to work together and just 
work hard for points. I just wanted to see us come out and play hard and leave 
everything we had out there on the floor.” 
  
Senior Rachel Romansky 
 On the experience at Nebraska: 
“I’ve heard a lot about the Nebraska crowd. I thought there was going to be a lot of 
people and that it would be overwhelming. I’m from Colorado so it was cool having so 
many people be nice and people saying ‘good luck,’ ‘you got it’ or ‘good work.’ Coming 
from the East Coast is a totally different atmosphere. There were so many people here 
that cheered just for good plays. You know, it’s motivating. We’re thankful for having 
the experience that we did.” 
  
On her experience playing in two consecutive NCAA tournaments: 
“This team has come a long way. My freshman year we came in fifth place and didn’t 
even make the tournament. Last year at USC was an experience and here was an even 
better experience. To end it, I think it was an almost perfect ending. We didn’t make it 
past the first round. In an environment like this, with so much positive energy with the 
teammates that I have, I couldn’t have asked for anything else.” 
  
Senior Carsen Mata 
  
On the experience at Nebraska: 
“It was incredible. All I can say is that it was a once in a lifetime opportunity. I’m so 
proud of our team. It was a really humbling experience and I’m so grateful for the crowd 
and how supportive they were. Yeah, just exciting and exhilarating.”  
  
 


