
Fairfield vs. Nebraska 
NCAA First Round – Dec. 6, 2013 
Lincoln, Neb.  
 
Nebraska Head Coach John Cook  
 
Opening Statement 
"It was a different team than we have played in the Big Ten; it took us a while to adjust a 
little bit through some nerves. But when we adjusted I thought we did a nice job. Really 
this time of the year, it is try to find a way to win and move on to the next day." 
 
On the different lineup 
"So I told you guys that we compete in practice, Kelsey Fien has had a really good two 
weeks of practice so I wanted to see what she could do. Going into this tournament, 
playing back-to-back, we are going to need some depth. Two five game matches back-
to-back, so I want to have Fien ready to come in and have three middles ready to come 
in."  
 
On adjusting to the team 
"Well they hit the ball much lower to the tape than Penn State--who we just played. 
They set the ball higher to the outside and they hit a lot more shots. We are used to 
power; they had a lot more shots. They got a couple few good shots, that looked like 
they are easy to dig from the bench--it looked like I could go out there and dig them--
but we are used to someone bringing it at us and I think that threw us off a little bit. 
Oregon will bring it so we will be more in Big Ten mode."  
 
On the high hitting percentage, even with new lineup 
"You guys have seen us train, we are always training about nine, ten kids to play and we 
get a match like Penn State for example, every game is a deuce game, so it is hard to get 
people in. I felt like tonight was an opportunity to get some people in and rotate some 
people. Our goal is to have a long run in this thing, and we are going to need--when we 
get into these long matches, we are going to need someone to come in and give us a 
spark. So I wanted to see how that looked tonight." 
 
On if this tournament has a different feel to it, due to all the young players on NU 
"I won’t say what I really want to say; no I am trying to keep them really loose. We were 
a little tight at the beginning. There is something about when you go to the NCAA 
Tournament---everything is different. What is different is there is a different announcer, 
you have all these protocols, I can't have an Aquifina on the bottle. The ladies here from 
UNO are telling us when we can and cannot practice, so it throws everybody into a tizzy, 
when you are not used to a normal home match. Those freshmen were a little tight 
tonight."  
 
On what it means to have the Devaney Center moving forward in the tourney 



"It was built for having a big crowd obviously but also the things that go along with a 
tournament event. There are matches being played tonight where somebody is sitting in 
a crappy locker room somewhere. Here everything is first class. There are locker rooms, 
there are press conference rooms, hospitality rooms, everything is first class here. I 
think that is what the NCAA Tournament is about. It is having a first class arena, these 
kids deserve it. For a team like Fairfield, I told their coach yesterday, I totaled up their 
entire attendance through 32 matches, it was 5,137. They played in front of more 
people tonight than they did in the entire 32 matches they played this year. The event 
and the atmosphere is something those kids will never forget."   
 
Freshman Amber Rolfzen  
On playing in her first career NCAA Tournament game 
"I mean I know for me obviously it was the first time so there were some jitters at the 
beginning. It was good though, to get all that out, and get ready for the next match." 
 
Sophomore Kelsey Fien 
On playing in her first career NCAA Tournament game 
"I would have to agree with Amber, there were a couple of jitters out there, but I just 
thought we played more freely throughout the game and it just helped us to get ready 
for tomorrow."  
 
On her first start, when she found out she would be playing 
"I got a text from Cook, probably four o’clock today."  
 
On whether she was she ready to start 
"Honestly I was ready for it; it felt like we have been practicing really strongly. I am glad 
he felt comfortable just putting me in and trusting me." 
 
On what playing Oregon means 
"To me, because I was on the team last year, I still get fired up about it because I was 
still on the team last year. I felt all the same emotions that the girls did playing in the 
game last year. They took us out and I feel like this is kind of revenge and for others it is 
just to help the team from last year and go out and beat them this year."  
 


