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Head Coach Jerritt Elliott 

Opening Statement 

“Thank you to the University of Nebraska for hosting such a special event. They’ve done volleyball right. 

The fans were amazing tonight. They treated us well and they respect the game of volleyball. It’s nice to 

be a part of that kind of atmosphere. There are so many people I want to thank from our administration 

to my coaching staff. They’re the ones that are responsible for this. I’m just kind of the one that has the 

title. There’s a lot of work that goes into this. The people behind the scenes sometimes don’t get 

recognized, event management down to our trainers and strength coaches. These girls are tremendous 

and it’s just so fun to see their personalities when the game is on the line. Yesterday was a tough match 

for us, but today on the bus they were super quiet and ready to get this thing going. I thought we put a 

lot of pressure on Nebraska. On the offensive side we were very efficient with low errors and our 

blocking was very good. We just had a great mentality. We didn’t let the crowd get to us. We played a 

tough preseason and hopefully that had something to do with this. It was an emotional day. Most 

importantly I want to make sure I thank Mack Brown. Mack Brown was a big part of this program. He 

helped many of my players, including Bailey (Webster), to be a part of this and he’s made the brand of 

Texas what it is. He’s been a mentor to me and so special. Our program is where it’s at because he had a 

big piece in that. I want to make sure everybody knows the quality of a man that he is and what he’s 

done for our university. The way that he treats people is amazing. Thank you, Mack. I’m just so proud of 

this team. We’re so fortunate to be going on. It’s a very tough draw. We knew it when it came out. 

Sometimes you don’t get the draw that you want and you have to be able to deal with some adversity. 

This team did that. Now we have an opportunity to go back to Seattle and see what we can do against 

Wisconsin.” 

On the difference between last match against Nebraska and today’s match 

“It was preseason. I’m probably one of the crazier coaches in terms of trying a lot of different lineups to 

try and see and learn about my team through some numbers that we have in our gym. That time we 

were in a six-two and it was a little chaotic. We learned some things through those first couple of 

matches. We had a lot of different matches through the preseason. We didn’t settle on a lineup until 

late. We were just really steady. We built some trust over a bit of time. We’ve been good as of late.” 

On the confidence as a coach knowing the team can perform well out of system 

“That’s a great question. In this game, there are so many phenomenal athletes and the game is getting 

faster and people are hitting harder with a lot of velocity. The game becomes more of an out-of-system 

game. For those that don’t know about that, it’s balls that are dug 10 to 12 feet off the net or passes 10 

to 12 feet off the net. Teams that are good in those situations are the ones that are successful. We 

practice it every day. We do a drill every day where we have to dig behind the 10 foot line and train that. 

It’s something that we’ve become good at. We’ve managed our game tonight. We were well under 12 

percent as what I want to be at for hitting errors. We were better than that. It’s just something that we 

executed well and built a lot of trust in that.” 

 



Outsider Hitter Haley Eckerman  

On the last play 

“Right away Sarah (Palmer) and I said let’s take over this game in one pass. It doesn’t have to be perfect, 

let’s just get this pass up. We did both. We were trying to talk over the loud environment that we were 

in. As it started to go out, we kind of just both followed it to make sure. Just the celebration with us, we 

knew our hard work had started to pay off.” 

On playing in the back row 

“Coach (Erik) Sullivan does a really good job at scouting. We watched a lot of that in pregame. That 

helped a lot, knowing what their tendencies are and knowing where they hit at and where our defense 

should be. I think that worked well all over the court tonight on the defensive side.” 

 

On the meaning of beating Nebraska at home heading to the Final Four 

“Especially with this being a rival from the past. It was a great environment for us to be placed in. To 

know that no matter what type of environment we’re in whether we’re at Nebraska with all their fans 

and them screaming against us, we know that we can play really well together and just trust ourselves. 

We don’t have to worry about the crowd and just kind of zone them out. That’s what we did a really 

good job at with zoning the crowd out and just focusing on us and playing together.” 

Setter Hannah Allison  

On Bailey Webster’s play tonight 

“The fun thing about a player like Bailey is being able to build trust over the three years that we’ve been 

together. Just knowing that both with her athletic ability and her character the way she fights that you 

can absolutely trust her, no matter what the circumstances are. She can go up and get a ball and no one 

can touch it a lot of the time. That is helpful, but a lot of it has to do with her mentality. She wants the 

ball and she knows that she can put it away. That’s part of the way she leads this team. It’s great to have 

hitters like that.” 

 

On what it meant to sweep a team in a hostile environment 

“I think it was huge for our team. It helped us build even more confidence. I think the mentality behind 

preparing for a match is huge. It reflects so much on your performance as a team. Being able to tune out 

the crowd and think about the actual things we needed to do as a team strategically to beat this team, 

was huge for us. It showed us that even under pressure, when it’s loud, we can still produce and do 

what we need to do.” 

Middle Blocker Molly McCage  

On the blocks they were able to get tonight 

“We talked about it a lot. Our communication is key when it comes to blocking. It’s important for our 

middles to talk to the wing blockers, but it’s important to stay low and just not reach. I thought we did a 

good job with that. I thought our block was communicating the whole entire match. I think that’s what 

set up a good defense behind us.” 

On the crowd noise 

“We have signals amongst our team, but just communicating before the crowd got super loud. When it 

did get loud we’d look each other in the eye and really try to communicate that way. When it got loud 

we were just really screaming at each other.” 


