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Nebraska Post-Match Quotes 

Head Coach John Cook 

Opening Statement: 

“Great atmosphere, great crowd. There’s no place like Nebraska to play volleyball, so credit goes to our 

fans for creating such a wonderful environment for student athletes from both schools. It was just 

unbelievable being down there on the floor tonight. Texas deserves a lot of credit. They’re a great team, 

both of their left sides played really well. We just had no answer for them. When we got them out of 

system, we just couldn’t stop them. It makes it tough. It puts a lot of pressure on us when we try to side 

out. That’s why they’re national champions. Our team this year has come farther than any other team in 

the country I think. There was a point in game three there where no one out there played on the team 

last year. I think the progress that these guys made and to get to this point, we won a lot of good 

matches to get here.”  

On if Texas made adjustments since the last time the two teams met 

“No. I told you guys that they line it up and say, ‘bring it and stop us.’ It’s like in football when UCLA is 

running all over our football team and we couldn’t stop them. We couldn’t stop them. They were better 

than what we had tonight. Bailey Webster did the same thing that she did in the National Championship 

last year. They only had three hitting errors in the third match as a team. We actually out-killed them. 

We out-dug them too. But they out-blocked us. That’s what happened when we played them in Texas 

too. They made fewer errors and won a lot of the long rallies.”  

On the pressure of the Regional Final 

“There is more pressure in a regional final than in any other match. There’s just so much on the line. You 

win it and you go to the Final Four. You lose it and it’s tough. It’s the end of the season. It takes a lot to 

even to even get to a regional final. I think it’s the hardest match. If you make it to the Final Four it’s like, 

‘Okay, we got here. Now let’s see what happens.’ It’s like Mount Everest. It’s 29,028 feet. It’s the last 28 

feet where everybody gets it. They either make it or they don’t. A regional final is like that last 28 feet.”  

On his summary of the season 

“I told the girls, this has been a great, fun year to coach. Seeing this team improve, this team has been a 

blast to coach. It’s just been a really great team. I wish we could play for another month. It’s been very 

rewarding to coach them because I’ve seen where we started and where we got to tonight.” 

On the atmosphere tonight 

“It was very loud down there. We actually had trouble communicating. In the time outs we need to do a 

better job of communicating with eye contact because the girls were having trouble hearing. My ears 

hurt. That was like the coliseum when it got really loud. Your ears start to hurt. That’s what it felt like 

tonight. Our crowd is awesome. The Texas people were telling me that it was unbelievable. The Penn 

State people told me that too. This regional tonight, you combine the attendance of the other three 

regionals it won’t match what we had here tonight. Our girls, the experience they get playing here is 

great. It’s awesome to coach here in this environment. That’s why it’s so disappointing to lose because 

you feel like you’re disappointing the crowd.” 

  



On his prediction for Texas 

“Wisconsin will have a lot of problems with them. I see them playing them and Penn State in the final.” 

On Kelsey Robinson’s impact this year 

“I think you can see what this all meant to her. She could have gone to Texas. She could have gone 

anywhere she wanted to transfer. I told her, the only reason you should come to Nebraska is if you’re 

willing to take a very young, talented team and be a leader. If you want to do that and experience that, 

then Nebraska is a good choice for you. She did that. She’s done a great job. She’s led this group to a 

regional final against the number one seed. And everybody knows how tough the Big Ten Conference is. 

I’m just really proud of her. I think she’s grown up a lot. I think she had a second chance here. 

Sometimes when you grow up around this like Kadie and the kids from Nebraska, they’re used to it. 

When you haven’t experienced this, it’s a whole new experience. We also sold her on the fact that she 

would get to open this building and that she would have a great career here. She ended up having one 

of the greatest seasons from a Nebraska volleyball player that we’ve had. She put together one of the 

greatest seasons from an outside hitter that the Big Ten has had with a team that is playing four 

freshmen and another newcomer setter. That’s pretty remarkable. I hope people give her credit for 

what she’s accomplished. She’s also going to graduate in three and a half years. Broadcast journalism is 

not an easy major. She’s very talented in that area. The media better watch out because she may be 

coming for their jobs pretty soon.” 

  

Senior Outside Hitter Kelsey Robinson 

On Texas’ block tonight 

“I mean as a player, you don’t ever get to hit your favorite shot. You have to find different tools and 

different things that you can do to be successful. Obviously for outsides it’s difficult to play up against 

that kind of block. For the most part we did a good job for finding ways to get kills and finding new ways 

to get shots.” 

On if her shots changed after playing against Texas earlier in the year 

“Well I knew after playing against them the first time I wasn’t going to be able to just swing away. I think 

my game plan going into the match was to tool and cut shots. I think that was what my mindset was 

going into the game.” 

On her final serve: 

“Obviously you want to win. It’s tough.” 

 On what this year at Nebraska has meant to her 

“For me, Nebraska was a second chance. I’ve said it before—I’ve gotten a lot out of it. I don’t think I was 

expecting the level of what I was going to get just as far as the relationships and the things I’ve learned. 

That’s why this is so hard. I’m really proud of our girls. I couldn’t have asked for a better team to do it 

with. These freshmen are going to be amazing when they’re seniors. So everybody better watch out 

when they’re seniors because they’re going to win it all.”  

Freshman Outside Hitter Kadie Rolfzen 

On her thoughts on Texas 

“I think they just came out here and showed why they were the national champions. I think that them 



being so physical and athletic made it hard for us. But I think we made adjustments where we needed 

to. Their better was just better than our better tonight.” 

On the team this year 

“Yeah, there would be times when I would look on the court and think how nobody on this team was on 

this team last year. You know me, Amber and Robo (Robinson) were here in the spring. We kind of got a 

head start. I think that this team was able to gel together, even though most of us were new. That’s 

definitely a bonus and a positive that we can take away from this year. Yeah, we lose Robo (Robinson) 

next year. But it’s nice to know that we are able to gel and have the team chemistry. We can only go up 

from here.” 

On the atmosphere tonight 

“Yeah, one of the first things I said when I came out was, ‘Wow, this is loud.’ I feel that as our energy 

goes up, the crowd gets more excited and into the game. You can definitely tell that when you’re out 

there playing.” 

 


