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Ohio State - 71 
Nebraska – 67 
 
An Interview With: 
  

COACH TIM MILES 
TERRAN PETTEWAY 

SHAVON SHIELDS 
 
 

COACH MILES:  Well, unfortunately, I 
thought that we beat ourselves.  I know you have 
to credit Ohio State with their pressure late.  The 
last 13 minutes they really did an excellent job of 
getting us rattled.  Their physical defense out front 
I thought really got to us, too.  But really at the end 
of the day, when you have a lead like that, you 
should be able to hold it and keep it and find a way 
to win, but unfortunately we weren't able to. 
 Credit them, but at the end of the day, I'm 
going to put this one on us and me and not finding 
a better way to attack their pressure. 
 I thought we had practiced it relatively well 
during the week, had plenty of reps, but it's hard to 
simulate, and you never know how physical the 
game gets.  [Aaron] Craft and [Shannon] Scott 
were so physical the last six minutes of the game 
that it just gets you out of your rhythm.  There's no 
doubt about that.  
 
 Q.  Shavon, you guys were up 18 in the 
second half with ten minutes left.  What 
changed from that point to the rest of the 
game?  
 SHAVON SHIELDS:  Just they were 
turning us over, speeding us up, getting us out of 
operating areas.  And we weren't executing on 
offense, weren't making plays on defense, giving 
up offensive boards, and we just kind of fell apart.  
It was just really embarrassing on our part and 
unacceptable, and that's really what happened the 
last couple minutes of the game.  
 

 Q.  Can you talk about their physicality 
on defense?  Seemed like there was a lot of 
contact every time you got in the lane.  How 
much did that play into that second-half rally 
there?  
 TERRAN PETTEWAY:  There really was 
no excuse.  They play physical, we know that 
about Ohio State.  That's their identity:  Play 
physical and hard.  We just had to take care of the 
ball, and we didn't.  I mean, that cost us the game.  
 
 Q.  When Tom Izzo was building 
Michigan State, he said the hardest part was 
when he got a team, that they learned how to 
win.  Is that the next step in rebuilding 
Nebraska for you?  
 COACH MILES:  I think our inexperience 
in being in a game of that magnitude, that high 
caliber, where you've got to just fight it out 
definitely hurt us.  Hopefully, it's something we 
don't re-create.  Hopefully, it's not a symptom of 
something that's a larger problem, that it was just 
one of those experiences that we weren't quite 
ready for.  It's hard to replicate in practice.  But 
Coach Izzo is right.  He usually is.  
 It's just such a disappointing day for us.  
 
 Q.  Do you think the kids went in 
thinking, Okay, we need to win this to lock up 
an NCAA Tournament berth?  Do you think 
there's any pressure like that?  
 COACH MILES:  No, I just think we 
wanted to win the tournament.  We wanted to win 
the Big Ten Tournament.  We wanted to do in 
three days what Michigan State took two and a half 
months to do.  The tournament is going to be what 
it's going to be.  It's out of your control.  I don't 
think they felt any pressure.  They didn't play like 
they did until Ohio State pressured us.  
 
 Q.  How big have the transfers been for 
you this season?  Has that been the biggest 
difference?  
 COACH MILES:  Definitely.  Those are 
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guys who are our best athletes and I think they 
have a really good skill level, too.  And Walter 
[Pitchford] did a really nice job, I thought.  He 
started out in frustration a little bit, but ended the 
game really well.  And then Terran [Petteway], I 
thought, just got frustrated and ended up taking 
himself out of the game mentally.  We just can't 
have that.  He's too good and too valuable to let 
that happen.  I didn't do a good job putting them in 
great situations either.  We just have to go back 
and look at this and keep trying to get better for 
wherever we play next week. 
 
 Q.  Kind of building on that, how much 
of a learning process has it been this season 
just to come as far as you have, as quickly as 
you have, and did you see anything in the body 
language of your guys at the end of the game 
where you thought maybe they don't believe 
that they can get this?  
 COACH MILES:  Well, I think when we 
threw the lob and the kid tried to reverse it and 
missed it -- we set two records:  One in the first 
half and one in the second half for worst shot ever.  
That's usually not a record you want to set in the 
Big Ten Tournament.  
 It seemed like that really bothered us, and 
we got guys in foul trouble:  Benny [Parker] and 
Shavon [Shields] got in foul trouble, and we had 
other guys that came in that honestly looked 
scared.  They were like, Oh, boy, this is a big 
moment, and they really made their run.  And then 
we just couldn't get them -- they scored, what, 10 
of their last 11 possessions probably, I think it was, 
and we just couldn't get anything going.  
 And you have to credit their defense and 
then look at when we quit scoring.  When this team 
scores, they really defend.  But, then, when we quit 
scoring sometimes we worry about that.  And I 
think that's a mark of immaturity, not in a bad way, 
but just understanding how you win.  Can you win 
shooting 36 percent against a team like Ohio State 
when there's a lot at stake?  Tonight we couldn't, 
and it's unfortunate because it was right there until 
the last minute.  
 
 Q.  You got down eight in the first five 
minutes or so and then kept clawing your way 
back.  Any reason for that slow start?  Was it 
just -- 
 COACH MILES:  I think that when you sit 
there for a week, whatever you try and do in 
practice, you kind of lose that competitive spirit.  
Same thing here.  And we play -- what day is it, 

Friday?  Was it Friday?  So we play today, and 
then maybe we don't play again for another week.  
Maybe we play Tuesday, who knows.  But just 
sitting here for a week and all you do is practice 
and talk about the potential game, you're used to 
playing every three days.  And with the Big Ten 
schedule, sometimes you might play five in eight 
days.  So you're used to a regular diet of games, 
and I just think it took a little bit of time. 
 Last year we hopped on them pretty good 
when we had beat Purdue and then saw them in 
the quarter.  And we were right there late in the 
first half, and we were the aggressor and, finally, 
they got their act together and run us out of the 
gym.  But I think not playing that first day, 
sometimes it takes a little bit to get yourself going.  
 
 Q.  I know it's not up to you, but are you 
guys an NCAA Tournament team?  And how 
quickly can you put this loss behind you and 
start shifting towards the next tournament?  
 COACH MILES:  I'm a Catholic, we're not 
putting it behind us.  We're going to live in it for a 
while.  
 I think we're a tournament team.  I think 
we're a team good enough to win in the 
tournament.  I mean, you just look at our body of 
work -- and even, we lost to Illinois who was 
playing lights-out and just lost to a great Michigan 
team.  And other than that, we haven't lost many 
games recently in the past two months.  
 I know that early we weren't the team we 
are now, but I know they have to consider your full 
body of work.  
 
 Q.  As you said earlier, it's out of your 
control now, but what are the next two days 
going to be like for you knowing what that 
would mean if your name does get called?  
 COACH MILES:  I'm trying to debate my 
options, and none of them are good or healthy.  
One thing I think we'll do is get the team together 
tomorrow just so they're not sitting around all day.  
So we'll do something tomorrow with them, 
whether that be shoot or whatever, and just -- 
that's always a healing process.  The child 
psychologist takes the kid in the sandbox, gets the 
Tonka trucks out, and we get them in the gym and 
give them a ball and that sort of thing.  
 We need a little salve on these wounds, so 
we'll probably kill a day doing that, like shoot for 11 
hours.  I don't know, is that against the rules?  
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We're on spring break, aren't we?  We're going to 
be.  We'll break the rules.  I'm kidding, I'm kidding, 
I'm kidding.  
  
FastScripts by ASAP Sports 


