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Ronnie Green assumed full authority as the University 
of Nebraska-Lincoln’s 20th chancellor on May 8, 2016.

Prior to being named chancellor, Green served for 
six years as the Harlan Vice Chancellor of the Institute 
of Agriculture and Natural Resources. In this role, he 
also jointly served as the Vice President for Agriculture 
and Natural Resources of the University of Nebraska 
system. Since 2015, Green also was UNL’s Senior Vice 
Chancellor for Academic Affairs, the institution’s chief 
academic officer and responsible authority in the 
absence of the chancellor.

Green was raised on a mixed beef, dairy, and cropping 
farm in southwestern Virginia. He received bachelor 
and master’s degrees in animal science from Virginia 
Tech and Colorado State University, respectively. 

His doctoral program was completed jointly at the 
University of Nebraska and the USDA-ARS U.S. Meat 
Animal Research Center in animal breeding and 
genetics in 1988.

Green has served on the animal science faculties of 
Texas Tech University and Colorado State University, 
and as the national program leader for animal 
production research for the USDA’s Agricultural 
Research Service and executive secretary of the 
White House’s interagency working group on animal 
genomics within the National Science and Technology 
Council where he was one of the principal leaders in 
the international bovine, porcine, and ovine genome 
sequencing projects. Prior to returning to NU, Green 
served as senior global director of technical services 
for Pfizer Animal Health’s animal genomics business.

Green has published 130 refereed publications and 
abstracts, nine book chapters and 56 invited symposia 
papers; and has delivered invited presentations in 43 
U.S. states and 21 countries around the world. He is a 
past-president of both the American Society of Animal 
Science and the National Block and Bridle Club, and has 
served in a number of leadership positions for the U.S. 
Beef Improvement Federation, National Cattlemen’s 
Beef Association, National Pork Board, Federated 
Animal Science Societies and the National Research 
Council. He was named a fellow of ASAS in 2014 and, 
in 2015, a fellow of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science, the world’s largest general 
scientific society.

Ronnie and best friend Jane are the proud parents 
of four children: Justin, a UNL political science student 
and political journalist in Washington, D.C.; Nate, a 

UNL business administration graduate and current 
UNL law student; Kelli, a UNL student majoring in 
advertising, public relations and global studies; and 
Regan, a UNL student majoring in pre-inclusive early 
childhood education.

Josephine (Jo) R. Potuto, the Richard H. Larson Professor of 
Constitutional Law, has been Nebraska’s faculty representative 
(FAR) at the NCAA and conference level since May 15, 1997.

In 2002, Potuto was named Outstanding Faculty Athletics 
Representative by the All-American Football Foundation. 
From 2008-09 to 2011-12 she was president of the 1A FAR 
(FARs from FBS institutions). Among her NCAA positions, 
Potuto spent nine years (the maximum) on the NCAA Division 
I Committee on Infractions (chair her last two years).  She was 
one of three Big 12 Conference representatives on the NCAA 
Division I Management Council, and served on the NCAA Men’s 
Gymnastics Championship Committee and an NCAA-wide (all 
divisions) committee to advise NCAA staff on student-athlete 

issues and educational programming for coaches, staff, and 
student-athletes.

A sports law expert, Potuto regularly lectures and consults 
on sports issues in general and NCAA processes in particular. 
She is an expert witness in litigation involving sports issues. She 
testified before the House Subcommittee on the Constitution 
regarding due process in NCAA infractions hearings. 

In the past year, she has appeared in media reports in the 
New York Times, Los Angeles Times, USA Today, Washington 
Post, CBSSports.com, the Chronicle of Higher Education, and 
Insider Higher Ed among others. She has presented to the Knight 
Commission on Intercollegiate Athletics, the National Association 
of College and University Attorneys, the Association of Public 
and Land Grant Universities, the Texas Commission of Higher 
Education, NCAA regional conferences, law conferences and law 
firms, NACDA, and to universities and law colleges, including the 
Universities of Istanbul, Washington, Maryland, Oklahoma, Santa 
Clara, Arizona State, Baltimore, and Mississippi. 

Potuto is a past adviser to the Uniform Law Commissioners 
Committee to draft a sports agent statute, has drafted rules 
governing search and seizure and hearings for the Nebraska 
Racing Commission, and also has written on issues of gender 
equity in college athletics. She has authored numerous articles on 
sports law issues. She just completed articles on NCAA treatment 
of student-athlete violations and on NCAA and Olympic treatment 
of athlete violations (co-authored with an Olympic arbitrator). 

Potuto delivered the 2012 Chancellor’s Distinguished Lecture. 
She serves on the senate’s intercollegiate athletics committee. 
She is a past member of the UNL academic senate and also 
served on Nebraska’s NCAA site certification steering committee.

Potuto teaches constitutional law, procedure, federal 
jurisdiction, and sports law. She has been a visiting professor of 

law at the University of Arizona, Rutgers University, the Cardozo 
College of Law at New York’s Yeshiva University, the University 
of Oregon, the University of North Carolina, and Seton Hall 
University. She has worked as an assistant prosecutor in both 
the Essex and Morris County (N.J.) prosecutor’s offices.

Potuto was project director and a drafter of the Uniform Law 
Commissioners Sentencing and Corrections Act, as well as the 
drafter for the Nebraska Supreme Court Committee to Draft 
Criminal Jury Instructions. She is the author of three books. 
She was elected to membership in the American Law Institute, 
the Nebraska State Bar Foundation, and the Douglass Society.

Potuto earned her bachelor’s degree in journalism at Rutgers’ 
Douglass College, and her master’s degree in English literature 
at Seton Hall. She earned her juris doctorate at the Rutgers 
Law College.

She is a member of the bars of Nebraska and New Jersey and 
is admitted to practice before the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, and the U.S. District Courts 
for Nebraska and New Jersey.

JOSEPHINE POTUTO
Faculty atHlEtIc REpREsEntatIvE (20tH yEaR) 

NEbraSka’S CHaNCEllOrS
1871-1876  Allen R. Benton 
1876-1882  Edmund B. Farfield 
1884-1889  Irvin J. Manatt
1891-1895  James H. Canfield 
1895-1899  George E. MacLean 
1900-1908 E. Benjamin Andrews
1908-1927 Samuel Avery
1927-1938 E.A. Burnett
1938-1946 Chauncey S. Boucher
1947-1953 R.G. Gustavson
1953-1954 John K. Selleck
1954-1968 Clifford Hardin
1968-1971 Joseph Soshnik
1972-1975 James H. Zumberge
1975-1976 Adam C. Breckenridge
1976-1980 Roy A. Young
1980-1981 Robert H. Rutford
1981-1991 Martin A. Massengale
1991-1991 Jack Goebel
1991-1995 Graham B. Spanier
1995-1996 Joan R. Leitzel
1996-2000 James Moeser
2000-2016 Harvey S. Perlman
2016-Present Ronnie Green

rONNIE GrEEN
cHancElloR (FIRst yEaR)        

NEbraSka’S FaCUlTy rEPS
1931-1946 T.J. Thompson
1947-1958 Earl Fullbrook
1959-1964 Charles S. Miller
1965-1968 Merk Hobson
1969-1970 John R. Davis
1971-1982 Keith L. Broman
1982-1997 James O’Hanlon
1997-Present Josephine Potuto
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Shawn Eichorst was recruited and hired by the University of 
Nebraska in 2012 and quickly displayed an incredible passion for 
the University and for its student-athletes as well as the State of 
Nebraska. As the leader of a tradition-rich athletic program with 24 
intercollegiate teams, 600-plus student-athletes and more than 325 
full-time employees, Eichorst has relied on a strong value system and 
a student-centered approach to lead the department. Nebraska’s 
primary mission is to provide student-athletes with the resources 
and support they need to be successful in academics, athletics and 
life. The health, safety and welfare of student-athletes are priority 
one and the essence of every decision made at Nebraska. Since 
Eichorst arrived in Lincoln, resources and services in every student-
athlete support unit have been reviewed, improved and enhanced, 
including academics, athletic medicine, life skills, nutrition, sports 
psychology, strength and conditioning and performance/research 
[Nebraska Athletic Performance Laboratory (NAPL) and the Center 
for Brain, Biology and Behavior (CB3)].

Eichorst has continued to move Nebraska forward aggressively with 
several new initiatives to enhance the student-athlete experience. 
Beginning in the summer of 2015, Nebraska became the first athletic 
department in the country to offer laptop computers to every 
student-athlete and created a data analytics department. Husker 
student-athletes in all sports now receive four-year, full cost of 
attendance-based scholarships. Nebraska was also the first-known 
department of athletics to create a post-eligibility opportunity (PEO) 
program, where every Husker letterwinner who graduates and has 
exhausted his or her eligibility has an opportunity to pursue either 
an internship, study abroad or graduate school program valued at 
$7,500. Nebraska was also one of the first institutions to create a 
spring service abroad trip, taking a team of student-athletes and 
staff to Guatemala in 2015 and to the Dominican Republic in 2016.

Eichorst is in high demand and has made more than 500 public 
appearances around the state and country and his monthly radio show 
and “Connecting on Campus” online column provide opportunities 
to connect and share the incredible activities, initiatives and 
accomplishments happening at the greater University and in the 
department. As a member of the Chancellor’s Senior Administrative 
Team, Eichorst maintains a strong connection and collaboration 
between the University and athletics.

A highly respected national leader, Eichorst was appointed in 2015 
to the Division I Football Oversight Committee. Most recently, Eichorst 
was named co-chair of the NCAA Division I Football Recruiting ad hoc 
working group. He also serves on the Big Ten Conference Program 
and Budget Review Committee. Eichorst was the first Director of 
Athletics from any conference to visit the Big Ten Conference-
based Academic Alliance (formerly known as the Committee on 
Institutional Cooperation) at its Champaign, Ill., headquarters. The 
Big Ten Academic Alliance is a highly successful academic-based 
consortium of 15 schools, including all 14 in the Big Ten Conference. 
Nebraska is leading the Big Ten and the Big Ten Academic Alliance in 
several areas, including Digital Humanities and head injury research. 

Under Eichorst, Nebraska extended its nation-leading total of 
CoSIDA Academic All-Americans to 325 and its nation-leading total 
of NCAA Top Ten Award winners to 17. More than 700 awards were 
presented at the 26th Annual Student-Athlete Awards Show—A Night 
at the Lied. In 2015-16, 109 student-athletes earned undergraduate 
or graduate degrees and the Big Ten Conference honored 209 Husker 
student-athletes with Academic All-Big Ten awards. For the first time 
in school history, all Nebraska teams had an NCAA Academic Progress 
Rate (APR) of 960 or higher and the overall Graduation Success Rate 
(GSR) of 86 percent is the highest in program history. In addition, 
seven Husker teams (women’s basketball, golf, gymnastics, softball, 
tennis and volleyball and men’s tennis) had a GSR of 100 percent as 
reported in the fall of 2015.

During Eichorst’s tenure, Nebraska has won three NCAA team 
Championships, increasing its total to 27. In 2012-13 and in 2014-
15, the Nebraska women’s bowling team earned the program’s 
fourth and fifth NCAA titles, while the Husker volleyball team won 
the 2015 NCAA Championship, the program’s fourth national title. 

In 2016, the Husker men’s track and field team swept the Big 
Ten Indoor and Outdoor Championships and 14 Nebraska teams 
competed in NCAA postseason action, including bowling, football, 
volleyball, women’s swimming and diving, wrestling, softball, 
baseball, men’s and women’s gymnastics, rifle, and men’s and 
women’s indoor and outdoor track and field. In 2015-16, Nebraska 
produced 41 All-Americans who won 49 national awards, including 
21 first-team honorees.

In 2013-14, Nebraska became one of only two NCAA institutions 
– and the first Big Ten program in history – to qualify for a football 
bowl game, and advance to NCAA postseason in the major team 
sports of volleyball, soccer, men’s and women’s basketball, baseball 
and softball. Additionally, Nebraska was the only institution to win 
a postseason game in six of those seven sports.

Nebraska’s fan support continues to be unparalleled in college 
athletics. In 2015-16, top 15 national rankings for average attendance 
were reached across 10 sports—football, volleyball, men’s and 
women’s basketball, wrestling, soccer, softball, baseball 
and men’s and women’s gymnastics. Nebraska is the 
only school in the country to rank among the top 
15 nationally in both football and men’s basketball 
attendance and in volleyball and women’s basketball. A 
tribute to loyal Husker fans, two sports lead the nation 
with consecutive home sellout streaks. Football has 347 
consecutive sellouts and volleyball has 204 consecutive 
regular-season sellouts.

Under Eichorst’s leadership, Nebraska continues 
to focus on improving its facilities and the game-day 
experience at all athletic venues. In August of 2015, 
Hibner Stadium and Barbara Hibner Field for soccer and 
the Sid and Hazel Dillon Tennis Center were completed. 
A new center-hung video board and sound system was 
installed in the Devaney Center in 2015 to improve 
the game-day experience for volleyball, wrestling and 
men’s and women’s gymnastics. In 2014, the largest 
wireless network system at a college football stadium in 
history was installed in Memorial Stadium, along with a 
state-of-the-art sound system. In the summer of 2013, 
Memorial Stadium expansion added the innovative NAPL 
inside East Stadium next to the Center for Brain, Biology 
and Behavior (CB3). That same year, Nebraska’s men’s 

admINISTraTIvE ExPErIENCE
Nebraska, Director of Athletics  2013-present
Miami, Director of Athletics 2011-12
Wisconsin, Deputy Director of Athletics 2009-11
Wisconsin, Executive Associate Director of Athletics 2007-09
Wisconsin, Senior Associate Director of Athletics 2006-07
South Carolina, Senior Associate Director of Athletics 2004-06
Wisconsin-Whitewater, Director of Athletics 1999-2003

PErSONal
Wisconsin-Whitewater, B.A. (Business) 1990
Marquette, J.D.  1995
Family Kristin (wife), Jack, Joseph, Bennett (sons)

and women’s basketball teams became the primary tenants at 
Pinnacle Bank Arena, and the renovated Devaney Center became the 
home for Husker volleyball, wrestling and the men’s and women’s 
gymnastics programs. 

Eichorst came to Nebraska after serving as Director of Athletics 
at Miami in 2011 and 2012. He hired legendary men’s basketball 
coach Jim Larrañaga, who led Miami to the NIT Second Round in 
his first season and ACC regular-season and tournament titles as 
well and the NCAA Sweet 16 in his second. The women’s basketball 
program posted its highest national ranking in school history (No. 
5) and advanced to the Second Round of the NCAA Tournament. 
The Miami women’s tennis team advanced to the NCAA Elite Eight 
for the fourth straight season, and the baseball team made its 40th 
consecutive NCAA appearance. The Hurricane women’s soccer 
team posted its first NCAA Tournament win in school history, and 
the volleyball team made its third straight NCAA Tournament trip.

Before heading to Miami, Eichorst was the Deputy Athletics 
Director at Wisconsin. He was the Chief Operating Officer and 
oversaw the department’s daily operations, as well as the men’s 
basketball program under the direction of Director of Athletics and 
former Husker Barry Alvarez. 

From 2004 to 2006, Eichorst served as the Senior Associate 
Athletics Director for Administration at South Carolina, overseeing 
the department’s daily operations, as well as the football and baseball 
programs under legendary coaches Lou Holtz, Steve Spurrier and 
Ray Tanner, respectively. 

From 1999 to 2003, Eichorst served as the Director of Athletics at 
Wisconsin-Whitewater, which produced four top 10-percent finishes 
in the NACDA Directors Cup, one NCAA team title and two NCAA 
runner-up finishes. The program also featured 11 CoSIDA Academic 
All-America selections.

A native of Lone Rock, Wis., Eichorst was an all-conference 
defensive back, three-time letterwinner and 1990 football team 
captain for the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater. He graduated 
magna cum laude in business from UW-Whitewater in 1990 and in 
2015 was awarded the Distinguished Alumni Award for Professional 
Achievement. He earned a law degree from Marquette Law School 
in 1995, practiced law in Milwaukee until 1999 and is a past member 
of the State Bar of Wisconsin Board of Governors. He served as an 
assistant adjunct professor of law at Marquette, where he taught 
classes in sports law. He serves on the Marquette University National 
Sports Law Institute Board of Advisors and in 2006, Marquette 
awarded Eichorst the Sports Law Alumnus of the Year Award. He is 
also a graduate of the Sports Management Institute and serves on 
its Executive Committee.

Shawn and his wife Kristin have three sons: Jack, Joseph and 
Bennett.

SHaWN EICHOrST
DIREctoR oF atHlEtIcs (FouRtH sEason)        WIsconsIn-WHItEWatER (1990)

The Eichorst family (from left): Jack, Joseph, Bennett, Kristin and Shawn.
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A member of the Nebraska Athletic Department 
since 1979, Pat Logsdon serves as Senior Associate 
Athletic Director for Administration and is a member 
of NU’s senior management team. She is Nebraska’s 
Senior Woman Administrator to the NCAA and the 
Big Ten Conference and serves on the Big Ten Sports 
Management Council.

Logsdon’s duties include oversight on all 
administrative issues and operational functions 
of the Athletic Director’s office. She also oversees 
the areas of Department Travel, including bowl and 
postseason travel, the Department’s Gender Equity 
Plan, equipment and serves as a liaison to adidas. 

In addition, Logsdon manages student-athlete 
end of season evaluations and exit interviews.  She 

also serves as the sport administrator for volleyball, 
sand volleyball, softball and men’s and women’s 
gymnastics.

Previously, Logsdon spent 23 seasons in football 
operations, including six seasons as NU’s director 
of football operations, the first female in Division I 
to serve in that capacity.  She handled organization 
of all recruiting functions, supervised compliance 
activities and coordinated all football administrative 
operations, including travel and practice operations.

Logsdon earned a bachelor’s degree in education 
from Nebraska.

kEITH ZImmEr
sEnIoR assocIatE atHlEtIc DIREctoR/lIFE skIlls & n club

In his 30th year serving Nebraska Athletics, 
Keith Zimmer leads Nebraska’s Life Skills unit 
within the department. He also serves as the 
sports administrator for the swimming and diving 
team, as well as the men’s and women’s golf 
programs. He also oversees all components of 
Nebraska’s Letterwinners N Club. Zimmer also 
supervises and directs the department’s diversity 

and inclusion initiatives for student-athletes and 
staff within the Life Skills program. In addition, 
Zimmer works closely with the College of Business 
Administration coordinating efforts with the 
Masters in Intercollegiate Athletics Administration 
Program.

Zimmer, who started at Nebraska in 1987, carries 
29 years of life skills and student services experience 
and provides support to all current Nebraska 
student-athletes in addition to providing life skills 
guidance to alumni student-athletes.

Components of the Husker Life Skills program 
include individual student-athlete meetings, 
major life skills events, the Husker Life Seminar, 
community outreach, graduate school assistance 
and postgraduate scholarships. Life Skills annually 
coordinates an Involvement Fair, Student-
Athlete Career Fair, Networking Night, the 
Senior Celebration, Night at the Lied recognition 
banquet, Diversity and Inclusion and Post-Eligibility 
Opportunities.

Zimmer, who worked in Nebraska’s Academic 
and Support Services area from 1987 to 2006, 
while pioneering Nebraska’s Life Skills program, 

is regarded as a national leader in the life skills 
area. He received one of the top honors in college 
athletics in September of 2006, when he was 
chosen for the Dr. Gene Hooks Award as the Life 
Skills Administrator of the Year. Zimmer has also 
served as an NCAA Life Skills trainer and is active 
with the National Consortium for Academics and 
Sport.

Zimmer oversees the Student-Athlete Advisory 
Committee and remains active in the Ventures In 
Partnership program, where student-athletes are 
integrated into various outreach initiatives with 
Lincoln Public Schools. Zimmer also pioneered the 
annual “School is Cool” Jam, which reached more 
than 100,000 middle-level students in the 12-year 
existence of the event.

He is an honorary member of the Golden Key 
National Honor Society and Mortar Board and has 
received the Chancellor’s Award for Exemplary 
Service to Students.

Zimmer earned his bachelor’s degree at Wayne 
State College and his master’s in education from 
Springfield (Mass.) College. Zimmer and his wife, 
Michelle, have two sons, Logan and Caden.

PaT lOGSdON
ExEcutIvE assocIatE atHlEtIc DIREctoR/aDmInIstRatIon
sEnIoR Woman aDmInIstRatoR
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Hal Daub
Omaha

Howard Hawks
Omaha

Bob Phares
North Platte

Timothy Clare
Lincoln

Bob Whitehouse
Papillion

Spencer Hartman
Nebraska-Lincoln

Rachel Flaugh
Nebraska-Kearney

Patrick Davlin
Nebraska-Omaha

Daniel Cloonan
Nebraska-Medical Center

Robert Schafer
Beatrice

Kent Schroeder, J.D.
Kearney

The Board of Regents consists of eight voting members elected by district 
for six-year terms, and four non-voting student Regents, one from each 
campus, who serve during their tenure as student body president. The 
board supervises the general operations of the university, and the control 
and direction of all expenditures. The board also includes a corporation 
secretary who manages all records including agendas, minutes, notices, 
policies and bylaws. Those documents can be found on the web at 
nebraska.edu/board/.

The board meets regularly, primarily in Lincoln but also in Omaha and 
greater Nebraska. Persons wishing to provide information to the board 
or to appear before it should contact: Corporation Secretary, University 
of Nebraska, Varner Hall, 3835 Holdrege, Lincoln, NE 68583.

Hank Bounds, Ph.D 
President, University of Nebraska

Jim Pillen
Columbus

NEbraSka bOard OF rEGENTS
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Known as one of intercollegiate sports’ most successful 
undertakings, the Big Ten is home to a lineage of legendary 
names and an ongoing tradition of developing strong leaders. 
Even in its infancy, the conference established itself as the 
preeminent collection of institutions in the nation, where the 
pursuit of academic excellence prevailed as the definitive goal.

The history of the Big Ten traces back 121 years to the Palmer 
House hotel in Chicago, where on Jan. 11, 1895, then-Purdue 
president James H. Smart and leaders from the universities 
of Chicago, Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, Northwestern and 
Wisconsin set out to organize and develop principles for the 
regulation of intercollegiate athletics.

At that meeting, a blueprint for the administration of college athletics under the 
direction of appointed faculty representatives was outlined. The presidents’ first 
known action “restricted eligibility for athletics to bonafide, full-time students who 
were not delinquent in their studies.” That important legislation, along with other 
legislation that would follow in the coming years, served as the primary building 
block for intercollegiate athletics.

On Feb. 8, 1896, one faculty member from each of those seven universities 
met at the same Palmer House and officially established the mechanics of the 
conference, which was officially incorporated as the “Intercollegiate Conference 
Athletic Association” in 1905.

Indiana and Iowa became the eighth and ninth members in 1899. In 1908, Michigan 
briefly withdrew its membership, and in 1912 Ohio State joined the conference, 
bringing its membership total back to nine. Upon Michigan’s return in 1917, the 
conference was first referred to as the “Big Ten” by media members, and that name 
was eventually incorporated in 1987. 

As the 1900s opened, faculty representatives established rules for intercollegiate 
athletics that were novel for the time. As early as 1904, the faculty approved 
legislation that required eligible athletes to meet entrance requirements and to 
have completed a full year’s work, along with having one year of residence. 

In 1901, the first Big Ten Championship event was staged when the outdoor 
track and field championships were held at the University of Chicago. The debut 
event marked what is now a staple of conference competition. Today, the Big Ten 
sponsors 28 official sports, 14 for men and 14 for women, including the addition 
of men’s ice hockey and men’s and women’s lacrosse the last three years. Big Ten 
schools compete in a total of 42 sports, furthering the conference’s commitment 
to broad-based programming and providing more participation opportunities than 
any conference in the country.

One of the conference’s proudest traditions began in 1902 when Michigan took 
on Stanford in the Rose Bowl, the nation’s first bowl game. Big Ten teams only 
appeared in Pasadena twice before the conference signed an exclusive contract with 
the Tournament of Roses in 1946, making it the first bowl game with permanent 
conference affiliations. But Michigan’s appearance in 1902 cultivated a relationship 
that has endured for more than a century. 

Coupling the academic goals set forth by the conference leaders and their steadfast 
commitment to athletics, the conference instituted the Big Ten Medal of Honor 
in 1915. It is awarded annually by each conference institution to a student of the 
graduating class who has attained the greatest proficiency in scholarship and athletics. 
It is the most prestigious honor a student competing in Big Ten athletics can receive.

In 1922, Major John L. Griffith became the conference’s first “Commissioner of 
Athletics.” Griffith was the first of five men to assume the role of commissioner in 
the conference’s history, followed by Kenneth L. “Tug” Wilson in 1945, Bill Reed 
in 1961, Wayne Duke in 1971 and current commissioner James E. Delany in 1 989.

After nearly 30 years with 10 members, the conference consolidated to nine 
schools when Chicago formally withdrew its membership in 1946. Michigan State 
was added to the Big Ten three years later, bringing the number of affiliated 
conference schools to 10 once again.

In 1955, the Big Ten formulated a revenue-sharing model designed to pool all 
football television rights of its members and share those proceeds equally. The 
conference and its members continue to utilize a revenue-sharing model, dividing 
media rights, bowl payouts and other profits among all conference institutions.

While academics have always played an integral role in the conference, presidents 
of the Big Ten member institutions formalized the primacy of academics with 
the establishment of the Big Ten Academic Alliance (formerly the Committee on 
Institutional Cooperation) in 1958. The Big Ten Academic Alliance is an academic 
consortium of all Big Ten universities. In 2014, the schools currently constituting 
the Big Ten Academic Alliance produced over $10 billion in funded research, $5 
billion more than any other conference.

In one of Duke’s first actions as commissioner, he oversaw the adoption of the 
Big Ten Advisory Commission in 1972, designed to study conference programs and 
make suggestions that would further Big Ten objectives. The Advisory Commission 
enlists former students that competed in Big Ten athletics to serve as liaisons to the 
NCAA’s Diversity and Inclusion Department, the Big Ten Student-Athlete Advisory 
Commission and other organizations.

In 1981, the conference presidents and chancellors endorsed a proposal that 
enabled universities to affiliate their women’s intercollegiate programs with the 

bIG TEN admINISTraTION
Commissioner ................................................................................ James E. Delany
Deputy Commissioner/CFO/COO .......................................................Brad Traviola
Deputy Commissioner for Public Affairs .............................................. Diane Dietz
Senior Associate Commissioner-Television Administration .......... Mark D. Rudner
Associate Commissioner - Finance ................................................. Julie Suderman
Associate Commissioner - Football Operations .............................. Scott Chipman
Associate Commissioner - Men’s Basketball ...................................... Rick Boyages
Associate Commissioner - Policy ........................................................Chad Hawley
Associate Commissioner - Sports Administration .............................Wendy Fallen
Associate Commissioner - Technology ...................................... Mike McComiskey
Associate Commissioner - Branding ................................................... Robin Jentes
Associate Commissioner - Communications ........................................... Jason Yellin
Associate Commissioner - Compliance ..................................................... Gil Grimes

bIG TEN COmmUNICaTIONS STaFF
Associate Commissioner - Communications ........................................ Jason Yellin
Director of Communications ........................................................ Adam Augustine
Director of Communications .......................................................... Brett McWethy
Associate Director of Communications .............................................Chris Masters
Assistant Director of Communications ...............................................Bryson Jones
Robert Hammel Communications Intern ........................................ Megan Rowley

bIG TEN OFFICE
5440 Park Place 
Rosemont, IL, 60018 
Phone: (847) 696-1010 
Fax: (847) 696-1150 
www.bigten.org

James E. Delany
Commissioner

bIG TEN CONFErENCE
conference, and the first conference championships for women were staged that 
fall. The Big Ten was the first conference to voluntarily adopt male and female 
participation goals after launching its Gender Equity Action Plan in 1992.

In December of 1989, the conference agreed in principle to invite Penn State for 
membership.  On June 4, 1990, the Council of Presidents officially voted to integrate 
Penn State into the conference, giving the Big Ten 11 members.

On June 11, 2010, the Big Ten Council of Presidents/Chancellors (COP/C) approved 
a formal membership application by Nebraska, which officially joined the Big Ten 
Conference on July 1, 2011.

The conference expanded to 14 programs when Maryland and Rutgers officially 
became Big Ten members on July 1, 2014, giving the conference almost 9,500 
students participating in intercollegiate athletics and more than 11,000 participation 
opportunities on 350 teams.

On June 3, 2013, the Big Ten announced that Johns Hopkins had been accepted 
as the conference’s first sport affiliate member. Johns Hopkins’ addition in men’s 
lacrosse gave the Big Ten six institutions sponsoring the sport, allowing the debut 
of men’s lacrosse as an official conference sport. On June 17, 2015, the conference 
announced that Johns Hopkins was accepted as a sport affiliate member for women’s 
lacrosse beginning in 2016-17. On March 23, 2016, the conference announced 
that Notre Dame will join the Big Ten for men’s ice hockey beginning in 2017-18.

Since opening in the fall of 2013, the Big Ten Conference Center in Rosemont, Ill., 
has played host to more than 300 meetings annually for member institutions, Big 
Ten Academic Alliance-related committees and coaching groups. The headquarters 
also feature an interactive digital museum - the Big Ten Experience - which opened 
to the public on June 7, 2014. For more information on the Big Ten Experience, 
visit bigten.org.

In June 2014, the Big Ten opened a second office in New York City, featuring both office 
and meeting space in Midtown Manhattan. Three Big Ten staff members are based in 
the New York City office to provide expanded coverage and service. The conference 
manages 28 championships and tournaments, offers legislative and compliance 
services, oversees the production and distribution of nearly 1,400 events annually, 
provides staff services to coaching and administrative personnel and services media 
and fans interest for information on the Big Ten Conference.

More than 120 years after its inception, the Big Ten remains a national leader in 
intercollegiate athletics on and off the field. Big Ten programs have combined to 
win more than 450 team and 1,800 individual national championships, consistently 
taking home individual honors for athletic and academic accomplishments and 
fulfilling the Big Ten’s mission of academic achievement and athletic success.

bIG TEN SWImmING & dIvING CHamPIONSHIPS
   The 2017 Big Ten Championships will be held at the Boilermaker Aquatic Center 
on the Purdue campus in West Lafayette, Ind. Opened in 2001, the Boilermaker 
Aquatic Center serves as the home to Purdue’s men’s and women’s program while 
also providing recreational swimming on campus. The Big Ten Championships are 
scheduled to run Feb. 15-18, 2017. 


