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Purdue Interim Head Coach Gerad Parker Postgame Quotes
Opening statement
"First off I just want to say how appreciative I am to the football players in that locker room and what they just did for this program 
and for our staff, who works so hard and never even wavered this week in trying to allow us to put our best foot forward to come 
here and try to win this football game. So I want to say thanks to the staff and all the players. It hits us all right in the heart what 
they did today and battled. What a great first half we played and battled through some tough things and had fun with it, and smiled 
about it, whether things worked or not. I thought we did the same thing with our effort in the second half, its just one of those things  
where they made more plays than we did. We got caught in a little bit of a pass-pass game on the offense, and it got to us a little 
bit and we fell a little bit short. I look forward to getting back into it, grading it and finding ways for us to make it better and go into 
it next week."

On playing with emotion in the first half 
"This was an emotional football game. Emotion is always involved, and it has to be in this game. You have to play with a crazy 
amount of passion in your life to play this game at the right level. This is a tough league, played by tough men, coached by tough 
men, and that's how you have to approach it. I think we were in the right spot to open up the game, even to handle what happened 
right when it started, but that's what we have to be. We have to be in that frame of mind all of the time, and we are going to continue  
to work on that, to improve on that, we kind of lost that late but we will keep getting better with it."  

On overcoming adversity
" I just thought our communication was different in handling those things. Instead of shaking our head a whole bunch and having 
negative energy on the sideline, I thought the guys communicated to each other, our energy on the sideline was better. We want to 
make it whether it goes good or bad, we can just keep going. That's what everyone wants to see, administration down, that's what 
the fans want and need to see and that's what our football needs to do in order for us to get where we want to go. No question 
about it, it was good to see today and that's what we want to expect and demand of the team."

On first game as interim head coach
"It was certainly different, to have to worry about a whole different set of issues on the sideline. It was unlike anything I have ever 
done, no doubt about that. It was a fun process, a little different for sure. It was neat."

On being ahead of Nebraska at halftime
"It was a fun run. We have to take that and build off of that so we become that same team the second half. It was a fun ride. I mean  
you could see the belief in those kids' eyes. I think they know they let one fall through here today. That's how they feel. It's going 
to be fun to coach them the rest of the weeks to try to get them to this point where they keep believing. Because that's all it is. And 
the rest of the stuff will continue to improve as we keep them believing and they will fight until the clock hits zero." 

On the halftime message to the defense
"It was our message to the team. The defensive staff took it personal and found ways to make it personal and got those guys going. 
That was the only thing we talked about. We said 'let's do something a little different. Let it rip. Get these guys running around and 
find a way to tackle the football and you'll be proud.' As crazy as that sounds, as simple as that is, that's great defense to run all 
over the place and have crazy energy, and I thought they did that." 

On quarterback David Blough
"I thought he was a warrior like he has been all year. Obviously it's better when you find completions in the first half and get going. 
I was just telling someone, I think we were one nice possession away in the first half from being able to separate and go up two 
scores, which would have been nice. In the second half, it was a combination of everything. We maybe weren't as crisp as David 
would want us to be. Then they started to pillar, kind of pinned our ears back, came at us with some rush. We lost the run game a 
little bit, and that all makes it hard. We're all responsible in that. But he is a great leader, never wavers, grits his teeth and he will 
do the same thing when we come back to work on Monday." 

On running game 
"A little bit of that struggle was we sat there in the second half, and we got down. I think in that situation your first thought is 'let's 
go and find completions,' and we didn't find any big runs in the run game, so you try and use your short-passing game as your run 
game. So as much as you don't want to give an advantage, at the same time, we used some of it to get some completions early." 

On decision to play Michael Mendez in place of Cameron Cermin
"We had some issues with Cermin in pregame and decided that was best for our football team to go with it."

On decision to play Jack Wegher
"Jack Wegher is the reason Jack Wegher played. He came to us and said he wanted to get out there and play and give us some 
depth on special teams. We went back and forth as a staff. He was adamant, and I'm not going to turn down a guy that wants 
to help this football program. It means the world to me that he looked me in my eyes and said "I want to help you," and help this 
football team, and we're going to let him do that. That's the kind of commitment it's going to take to get us as coaches and players 
to believe in each other and get this thing where it needs to be." 


